
 
SUNDAY,  April 18 -Third Sunday of Easter                                                                        
8:00 A.M.       Maria Assunta Spiteri 
9:30 A.M.       Raymond Loud 
11:00 A.M.     For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.     Nevio Viscovich 
                       Servero Viscovich 
                       Giuseppe Carlino     
 
MONDAY, APRIL 19– WEEKDAY                                                             
9:00 A.M.       Calogero LoManto 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 20 - WEEKDAY 
9:00 A.M.        Maria Dolores Serao 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21 - WEEKDAY                                   
9:00 A.M.         Matthew J. Karcic Family 
 
THURSDAY,  APRIL 22 - WEEKDAY                                                    
9:00 A.M.         The Betancourt Family 
 
FRIDAY,    APRIL 23 -  WEEKDAY 
9:00 A.M.          Martin Hale 
  
SATURDAY, APRIL 24 -  WEEKDAY                                                            
9:00 A.M.          Purgatorial Society 
                          John S. Mondello 
                          Jack Chiparo 
                                                                             
5:00 P.M.          Ambrose Vigano  
 
SUNDAY,  APRIL 25– Fourth Sunday of Easter                                                                                                                          
8:00 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis                       
9:30 A.M.       Nicole Morris 
11:00 A.M.     Angelo Argento 
12:30 P.M.     Luciana Lupetin 
                       Luisa Erricis    
                       Maria Scenna                                  

Mass Intention 

Third Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 

Today’s Readings 
 

 
Divine Mercy Sunday 

   
 

       Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 
       1 John 2:1-5a 
       Luke 24:35-48 

   
 

     
 
 

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  Acts 6:8-15 
   John 6:22-29 
 
TUESDAY:  Acts 7:51-8:1a 
   John 6:30-35 
 
WEDNESDAY: Acts 8:1b-8 
                                    John 6:35-40 
    
THURSDAY:  Acts 8:26-40 
                                    John 6:44-51 
 
FRIDAY:  Acts 9:1-20                         
   John 6:52-59 
 
SATURDAY:    Acts 9:31-42 
                                    John 6:60-69 

 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
   
       Acts 4:8-12 
       1 John 3:1-2                                
                  John 10:11-18 

   



My Dear Parishioners, 

 
The English language has lots of clichés; they are so often repeated because they have a degree of 
truth. One such cliché is, “Seeing is believing.” We see a clear example of this in action in         
today’s Gospel reading. In the passage from St. Luke’s Gospel, the disciples see the risen Lord 
with their own eyes. Even then, they don’t believe it is Jesus, at least not at first. In a way, nobody 
could blame them. Only 36 hours earlier, the disciples had seen Jesus sentenced to death, 
scourged, dragged through the streets while being made to carry a large wooden cross, and       
crucified. At least one disciple, John, saw him die. They had no logical reason to believe anything 
except that their Master was dead and gone forever. 
 
It’s not as if Jesus didn’t tell them what would happen. Long before his passion and resurrection, 
Jesus explained to the disciples that he would suffer, die and rise again. But the disciples didn’t 
understand it-except Peter, who tried to stop Jesus from going through with it. Peter, though he 
certainly meant well, didn’t understand why Jesus had to undergo the horrible  experience that he 
foretold. None of the disciples did. But the risen Lord, as described in today’s Gospel, presented 
himself to the disciples and opened their minds to the meaning of everything that had happened 
over the course of those three days. It truly was a case of “seeing is believing.” 
 
Another common cliché is, “Everything happens for a reason”. We often find ourselves          
wondering why bad things happen and why people suffer. Hiding in fear immediately after Jesus’ 
death, the disciples may very well have felt the same way. Their idea of a Messiah was not one of 
a man who would suffer and die in the manner befitting only the worst of society’s criminals. 
 
God could have brought about this expiation for sins any way he wanted. He could have simply 
willed it, and it would have happened. So why didn’t he? Perhaps because seeing is believing, and 
because everything-even suffering-happens for a reason. For the earliest followers of Christ, and 
for us, this act of expiation of sins wasn’t some unseen, abstract situation or concept. The disciples 
actually saw it happen. And we see it happen today in the sacrifice of the Mass, Christ’s one     
sacrifice is made present in the Eucharist. In the Eucharist, we see victory over sin and death. 
 
It was through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus that God’s love for us and his wish 
for us to be with him forever is really driven home in our minds and hearts. The gift he won for 
us, eternal salvation, is there for the taking. 

 

 
All the Blessings of the Risen Lord, 
Msgr. Maresca 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is 

taking place every Monday through      
Saturday from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The 

rosary is prayed at 8:30 AM each morning. 
All are invited to stop by and spend some 

time in the presence of the Blessed      

Sacrament. Whether it’s for one day a 
week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a stop in to 

Church, it’s a  wonderful way                  

to begin our day. 
 

 Time spent in the presence of the Blessed   
Sacrament will bring countless blessings 

to you and our parish. 

 

PRAYER TO MARY DURING THE              
CORONAVIRUS PANADEMIC 

 
O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the Cross were near to the pain of Jesus, 
keeping your faith firm. 
 
You, salvation of the Roman people, know what we 
need and we trust that you will provide for those 
needs so that, as at Cana of Galilee, joy and        
celebration may return after this moment of trial. 
 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform      
ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what 
Jesus tells us.  He who took our sufferings upon 
Himself, and took up our sorrows to bring us 
through the Cross to the joy of the Resurrection 
Amen. 
 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. Do not despose our pleas - we who 
are put to the test - and deliver us from every      
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners  
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social 

distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary 
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound 
person should be equally comfortable in having the 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit 

their home.  If Extraordinary Ministers are willing, 
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know. 

Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy 
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. A minister will 

be in contact with you to make the necessary      
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister 

on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy  
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when 

you call the rectory. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Steven Joyce, Ana Balint, John Wrenn,  Rose     
Williams,  George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  
Martha Calado,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  

  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   

Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim 
Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  
 Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter                        

& Angelo Niakas 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

Third Sunday  
of Easter 

April 18, 2021 
 
 

     “Peace be with you” 
 

Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
   deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at   
(718) 827-2454 or                                              

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

FOCUS:  
 

The risen Christ forgives our sins and advocates 
for us before the Father. 

 
In breaking open the Scriptures for the disciples, 
Jesus dispels their greatest fears and doubts and 

gently brings them into the fullness of true peace.  
Because of this they now have the courage to pro-

claim him before the world—to become his     
witnesses.  Courage and peace are now the      
hallmarks of the believer, and are the gifts        

necessary to face the challenges of this world.    

Banns of Marriage 
2nd Time: 

 
 

Daniel Charles Banner 
St. Catherine of Sienna 
Franklin Square, NY 

 

And 
 

Jordana Marie Correa 
St. Fidelis   

College Point, NY 

 

"Your words, Lord, are spirit and life; You 
have the words of everlasting life" 

John 6:63c, 68c 
 

The Scripture Study Group will meet on Thursday, April 
22nd, with the study of the First Letter of  John 1:1—
3:10. 
 
Join us in our virtual scripture study.  We meet every 
Thursday at 7:30pm.   

 
We are using Zoom as our platform. Technical assistance 
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using 
the program. 
 
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using 
the Little Rock Scripture program.  Study booklets will be   
provided.   
 
If you are interested in joining the study group or would 
like further information, please contact us through our 
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the      
rectory at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 
 

 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture 
All Are Welcome! 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

Please be mindful that there are 
people who come to church  

early in order to pray.  
 

Please show 
 respect by observing silence. 

 

 
SANCTUARY LAMP 

In Loving Memory of 
Maria Assunta Spiteri          

Requested by: 

The Spiteri Family 

 

Memorials for the Week of   
April 18, 2021 

 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the    

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time, talent 
and  treasure.  As a faith-filled community, 

we are committed to minister to the       
spiritual, educational and material needs 

of all  people.      

 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please 
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 
wave to people in the pews. Return to 
you seat in silence and use this special 
time for prayer and thanksgiving.      
Reflect that you have received the Body 
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe 
a prayerful silence. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most  
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 

 

 

REMINDER 
 

Every other pew in Church is closed in     
order to observe social distancing and keep 
everyone safe. I have noticed some people 

disregarding the closed off pew and moving 
the sign and sitting in the row. Please DO 

NOT do that. I want people to be safe and to 
observe social distancing. As soon as we are 

able we will open the closed off pews.   
However, until that time they must remain 

closed and no one is to sit in them.  
Thank you for your cooperation and          

understanding in this matter. 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Sunday Collections   4/10-11                  $4,833.00 
     

          

School parents must use church envelopes. 



 

St. John’s University Speech and  
Hearing Center 

 
The St. John’s University Speech and Hearing  Cen-

ter will be offering “Hearing Aid Help”  from   
February 8, 2021 to May 4, 2021.  This is a free  

service and is available for anyone who has a     
hearing aid and may be experiencing some          

difficulty caring for it or using it. 
 
 

The center will also be offering FREE speech and 
hearing screenings. 

 
Please call the center at (718) 990-6480 to schedule 

an appointment. 
 

The Speech and Hearing Center is located at: 
 

152-11 Union Turnpike 
Flushing, NY  11367   

Church Tower Repairs 
 
 

The front and side of the tower of Church 
are in need of major repair.  If you look 

closely at the wood it is rotting and cracked 
and, in some places, coming off.  Work 

needs to be done before water seeps into the 
stairwell going down to Msgr. Campbell 
Hall.  Before that happens, which would  

create mold and mildew, it has to be          
repaired. 

 

I have contracted with ARTECH Church 
Restoration, they are the company who     

restored the inside of our church years ago, 
to do the work on the tower.  They will      

fasten all the loose boards and then install 
custom cap aluminum siding to replicate the 

existing design.  This will protect the  
tower and prevent any rotting or leakage of 
water for years to come.  The cost of this 

project is $25,500.00. 
 

I know we are in challenging times,         
however, if you are able to make a donation 

to help defray the cost, I would be very 
grateful.  Please make the check out to       

St. Francis of Assisi and mark the envelope  
“TOWER RESTORATION”.  You may 

place it in any collection or drop it off at the 
rectory.   

 

Thank you for your support of this project 
and your help in keeping our Church in good  

shape. 
 

Msgr. Maresca 

 
Even though you may be fully         

vaccinated against the COVID 19     
virus, you are still required to wear a 
mask that covers your nose, mouth 
and chin upon entering the church. 

 
You must also continue to maintain 
social distancing while in church. 

 
SPREAD THE WORD 

NOT THE VIRUS  
 












