
 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY,  AUGUST 23 – 21st Sunday in Ordinary 
Time                                             
8:00 A.M.       The Zoni Family  
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     Mrs. Grace Fulop  
12:30 P.M.     Mario Anibale 
                       Saraniero Tommaso 
                       The IELE Family     
 
MONDAY,   AUGUST 24 - St. Bartholomew  
9:00 A.M.       John Purich 
 
TUESDAY,   AUGUST 25 - St. Louis                             
9:00 A.M.      Peter Laucella 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26 - WEEKDAY 
9:00 A.M.      McHale Family 
 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 27–St. Monica 
9:00 A.M.        Rose Ceraullo 
 
FRIDAY,     AUGUST 28 - St. Augustine 
9:00 A.M.         Rosalie Schreider 
  
SATURDAY, AUGUST 29-  The Passion of                                                                     
                  St. John the Baptist 
9:00 A.M.      Purgatorial Society 
                      Nicholas Tamburrino 
    Juan Diego Betancourt 
  
5:00 P.M.      Paul M. Eiaw 
 
SUNDAY,  AUGUST 30 – 22nd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

8:00 A.M.    Proveromo Family 
9:30 A.M.    Brucaliere Family 
11:00 A.M.  For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.  Filippo Giordano 
                    Josephine Buzzetta 

Mass Intention 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 
 

21sth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
  Isaiah 22:19-23 
  Romans 11:33-36 
  Matthew 16:13-20 

 

Readings for the Week 
 
 

 
MONDAY:  Revelation 21:9b-14 
   John 1:45-51 
 
TUESDAY:  2 Thessalonians 2:1-3a 
   Matthew 23:23-26 
 
WEDNESDAY: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-10, 16-18 
   Matthew 23:27-32 
    
THURSDAY:  1 Corinthians 2:1-19 
   Matthew 24:42-51 
 
FRIDAY:  1 Corinthians 1:17-25 
   Matthew 25:1-13 
 
SATURDAY:   1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
   Mark 6:17-29 
    

 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Jeremiah 20:7-9 
  Romans 12:1-2 
  Matthew 16:21-27 

 



17 For Herod had sent and seized John, and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his   brother 
Philip's wife; because he had married  her. 18 For John said to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have 
your brother's wife." 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could 
not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and kept him safe. 
When he heard him, he was much perplexed; and yet he  heard him gladly. 21 But an opportunity 
came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and the leading men of 
Galilee.  22 For when Herodias' daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and 
the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you  wish, and I will grant it." 23 And he vowed to her, 
"Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom." 24 And she went out, and said to 
her mother, "What shall I ask?" And she said, "The head of John the baptizer." 25 And she came in   
immediately with haste to the king, and asked, saying, "I want you to give me at once the head of John 
the Baptist on a platter." 26 And the king was exceedingly sorry; but because of his oaths and his 
guests he did not want to break his word to her. 27 And immediately the king sent a soldier of the 
guard and gave orders to bring his head. He went and   beheaded him in the prison, 28 and brought his 
head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples heard 
of it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.  

O God, you raised up St. John the Baptist to prepare a perfect people for Christ. Fill Your 
people with the joy of possessing his grace, and direct the minds of all faithful in the way of 
peace and salvation. 
 
Grant that St. John was martyred for truth and justice, so we may energetically profess our 
faith in You, and lead others to the Way, the Truth, and Eternal Life.  Amen. 

Mark 6: 17-29 

Prayer to St. John the Baptist 

 

The Passion of St. John the Baptist 
August 29, 2020 



Monday, August 24, 2020  
is the Feast of  

St. Bartholomew 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020  
is the Feast of  

St. Louis 

Louis IX, was born at Poissy, France in 1214. He 

succeeded to the throne at the early age of 

twelve under the regency of his mother Blanche 

of Castille. Having married Margaret of         

Provence in 1234, he was the father of eleven   

children. 

Louis, a follower of St. Francis of Assisi, was 

known for his ardent piety and sanctity. Unlike 

other Kings who gave customary offerings to 

the poor, Louis invited the poor to his own table 

each day, where he waited on them and        

attended to their needs. His personal interest in 

the poor led to the founding of numerous    

charitable institutions including hospitals for the 

destitute and lepers. 

Known as the "Peace King", he managed to me-

diate between the popes and the German     

Emperors which kept France out of war. As a 

Ruler, he dispensed justice fairly and with great 

attention to the needs of his subjects. He was 

known for his scrupulous honesty. 

Prayer to St. Louis 

 

O God, who called your servant Louis of France 

to an earthly throne that he might advance your 

heavenly kingdom, and gave him zeal for your 

Church and love for your people: Mercifully 

grant that we who commemorate him this day 

may be fruitful in good works, and attain to the 

glorious crown of your saints; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

Little is known with certainty about today’s 
Apostle.  If he were like Saint John the     
Baptist, he would want Christ to increase and 
himself to decrease. It is possible, although 
not certain, that Bartholomew is the same 
Apostle as Nathaniel.  The Bartholomew of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke may describe the 
man known in the Gospel of John more      
correctly as Nathaniel.  Bartholomew is paired 
with Philip in some Gospel lists, which       
corresponds, interestingly, with Philip being 
an old friend of Nathaniel in John’s Gospel. 
But so little is known with certainty about the 
Apostles that these conjectures will likely  
never be resolved. After his appearance in the 
Gospels, Bartholomew first resurfaces almost 
three hundred years later in the works of    
Eusebius, a bishop and church historian who 
wrote around 300 A.D. Eusebius relates a   
story about a Christian teacher traveling in 
India who is told that an Apostle, presumably     
Bartholomew, had preached there long before 
him and had brought a Hebrew Gospel with 
him. The details of his death likewise         
dissipated in the fog of ancient history. One 
tradition holds that he was flayed alive, a    
story reflected in Michelangelo’s Last            
Judgment in the Sistine Chapel, which        
depicts Bartholomew holding his own skin. 

   Prayer to St. Bartholomew 

O Glorious Saint Bartholomew, Jesus called 
you a person without guile and you saw in this 
word a sign that he was the Son of God and 
King of Israel. Obtain for us the grace to be 
ever guileless and innocent as doves. At the 
same time, help us to have your gift of faith 
to see the Divine hand in the events of daily 
life. May we discern the signs of the times     
that lead to Jesus on earth and will eventually 
unite us to him forever in heaven. Amen. 



Thursday, August 27, 2020  
is the Feast of  

St. Monica 

Friday, August 28, 2020  
is the Feast of  
St. Augustine 

  This famous son of St. Monica was born 
in Africa and spent many years of his life in    
wicked living and in false beliefs. Though he was 
one of the most intelligent men who ever lived and 
though he had been brought up a Christian, his 
sins of impurity and his pride darkened 
his mind so much, that he could not see or under-
stand the Divine Truth anymore. Through 
the prayers of his holy mother and the marvelous 
preaching of St. Ambrose, Augustine finally be-
came convinced that Christianity was the one true 
religion. Yet he did not become a Christian then, 
because he thought he could never live a pure life. 
One day, however, he heard about two men who 
had suddenly been converted on reading the life of 
St. Antony, and he felt terrible ashamed of       
himself. "What are we doing?" he cried to his 
friend Alipius. "Unlearned people are                
taking Heaven by force, while we, with all our 
knowledge, are so cowardly that we keep rolling 
around in the mud of our sins!"  

He was baptized, became a priest, a bishop, a   
famous Catholic writer, Founder of religious 
priests, and one of the greatest saints that ever 
lived. He became very devout and charitable, too. 
On the wall of his room he had the                    
following sentence written in large letters: "Here 
we do not speak evil of anyone." St. Augustine 
overcame strong heresies, practiced great         
poverty and supported the poor, preached very 
often and prayed with great fervor right up until 
his death. "Too late have I loved You!" he once 
cried to God, but with his holy life he certainly 
made up for the sins he committed before his  
conversion.   

Sorrow played a big part in the life of Saint   
Monica; the sorrow of a loving wife for a harsh 
spouse and a devoted mother to a wayward son. 
Life was not kind to Saint Monica. Her husband, 
Patritius, was a pagan. Though naturally generous 
and kind hearted, Patritius was a harsh and       
unfaithful husband. His mother and servants took 
their cue from him in their treatment of his young 
wife. Monica bore her difficulties with patient 
cheerfulness and. her conduct profoundly              
influenced Patritius, finally bringing him to the 
gift of faith after twenty years of married life.  

In spite of every difficulty, Monica brought up 
her children in faith and piety. We are indebted 
to Saint Augustine’s own writings for the infor-
mation: ‘While yet a child I had heard from her 
of the eternal life promised to us through the hu-
miliations of the Lord, our God, Who came down 
to cure our pride. My father could never so far 
overcome in me the influence of my mother as to 
prevent me from believing in Christ for she l  
aboured that You, my God, should be my Father 
rather than he, and in this You did assist her.’  

 Monica is a model of patience. Her long years of 
prayer, coupled with a strong, well-disciplined 
character, finally led to the conversion of her    
hot-tempered husband, her cantankerous       
mother-in-law and her brilliant but wayward son, 
Augustine.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=1
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=282
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9620
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8001
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11728
https://www.catholic.org/prayers
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5593
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2678
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10699
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4469
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9553
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10046
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101


 

                   
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ann Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,  
George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  Mario Floramo, 

Martha Calado,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  
  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   

Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   
Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  

Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller,   John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
ChristopherAraimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler, 

Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  

 Benedicto Randazzo and Antionette DeBenedetto 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy  

Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be 

 thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to 

receive Jesus, that special time we have with our 

Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be 

distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking 

with the person on the end of the pew.                     

The Roman Missal states that,  

“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one 

may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”. 
 

 

Please be mindful that there are  
people who come to church early in  

order to pray. Please show 
 respect by observing silence. 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 23, 2020 

 

 
“Who has known the mind of the Lord?” 

 
Consider a  vocation as a priest,  

deacon or in the  consecrated life.  
Contact the Vocation  

Office at  (718) 827-2454 or email:  
vocations@diobrook.org 

 

 
FOCUS:  

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
 

We are reminded in the reading from Romans that 
God is the ultimate authority.  It is God who gives 

all, who creates all, and for whom all exists.  Let us 
then, through prayer and deeds, humbly and       

confidently acknowledge Jesus as the Son of the 
Living God.   

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Collection 8/15-16   $3775.00 

           The Assunption  $  524.00 
 

School parents must use church  

envelopes. 



 
 
 
 
 
There will be no Parish Society meetings until we 

receive notice from the Bishop’s office. 
 

We will keep you updated. 
 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Gives Back 

 
For each car, truck or van, running or not,  

St. Vincent de Paul will give back to St. Francis of 
Assisi $50/100 per vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a 
vehicle, but a family member, friend or neighbor has 

an old or neglected vehicle in their driveway that 
they would like to dispose of.   

 
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at  

(718) 491-2525. 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most  
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 
ATTENTION: 

 

Please DO NOT light the candles in Church by  
using another candle. One could get burned and the 
wax is dripping all over the candle stands creating 

a mess. PLEASE use the lighter. If you have    
trouble with the lighter, ask for help. 

                            Thank You.  

   All those attending Mass,        
  please be aware of your  

    personal responsibility to  
  exercise common sense  and       
  your best judgment when you           
  are sick.  Thank you for your       

 concern for one another. 

 

Father, Creator of all, thank You for summer!  

Thank you for the warmth of the sun and the    
increased daylight.  Thank You for the beauty 
I see all around me and for the opportunity to 
be outside and enjoy Your creation.  Thank 
you for the increased time I have to be with 
my family and friends, and for the more      
casual pace of summer.  Draw me closer to 
You this summer.  Teach me how I can pray 
no matter where I am or what I am doing.  
Warm my soul with the  awareness of Your 
presence and light my path with Your Word 
and Counsel.  As I enjoy Your creation, create 
in me a pure heart and a hunger and a thirst 
for You.  




