Fourth Sunday of Advent

Mass Intention

Today’s Readings

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20–Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 A.M.
John Mondello
9:30 A.M.
Carmelo Schembri
11:00 A.M. Victoria Marino
Luigi Filberti
12:30 P.M. Virginia Filberti
Luigi Filberti Sr.
Caterina Moreschi
Giacomina Vallini
Antonio Dellucchi
Giovanni DiBenedetto

Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

Readings for the Week

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21- WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Jack Chiparo
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
The Papa Family.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23- WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Rocco Vozzo
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24 - Christmas Eve
9:00 A.M.
Esperaza Eiaw
4:00 P.M.
For the People of St. Francis
6:00 P.M.
The Kos Family
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25 - The Nativity of the Lord
8:00 A.M.
Christmas Novena
9:30 A.M.
Betty Collins
11:00 A.M.
Charlotte Francis Brickner
12:30 P.M.
Calogera Giuseppe Filomena Cutaia
Piraneo Angela Caruela
Graci Gerlando Pino
Giustina Galante
Candela Family
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26 - St. Stephen
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Christmas Novena
Claudio Perinuzzi
Vasiliki Voyiatzis
5:00 P.M.

MONDAY:

Song of Songs 2:18-14
Luke 1:39-45

TUESDAY:

1 Samuel 1:24-28
Luke 1:46-56

WEDNESDAY:

Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24
Luke 1:57-66

THURSDAY:

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
Luke 1:67-79

CHRISTMAS VIGIL: Isaiah 62:1-5
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25
Matthew 1:1-25
CHRISTMAS DAY:

Isaiah 52:7-10
Hebrews 1:1-6
John 1:1-18

SATURDAY:

Acts of the Apostles 6:8-10,
7:54-59
Matthew 10:17-22

Mary V. DeGloria

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27– The Holy Family
8:00 A.M.
For the People of St. Francis
9:30 A.M.
Christmas Novena
11:00 A.M. Andrew Gandolfo
12:30 P.M. Antonio DiBenedetto
Camillo Carullo
Bruno Family
Candela Family
Gino Francesca Mineo

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 2:22-40

My Dear Parishioners,

As Christmas nears, today’s readings assist us as we listen and reflect on the coming of the
Lord. You may have noticed that today’s Scripture passages cite three stages in the coming of
the Messiah. In the first reading a Messiah is promised to come through the line of David; in
the Gospel, the Son of God is conceived in the womb of Mary; and in the reading from Paul,
God’s saving power goes out to the world.
King David wanted to build God a beautiful house, a Temple, but God had dwelt with and
among the people throughout their journey’s and in the establishment of their nation. Instead
of a house of brick and wood, God would establish a dynasty for David as an expression of
God’s love for Israel. Through this dynasty God promised to send an heir who would preserve
the house and kingdom of David forever. This promise was fulfilled when Emmanuel, God is
with us, entered the world through Mary. Mary was able to say, “May it be done to me
according to your word,” because she had absolute trust and confidence in the promises of
God. After the Ascension of Jesus, Paul announced that the promises of God for an eternal
kingdom were fulfilled in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
We, too, should be steeped in God’s word, just as Mary was. In Scripture, we read of God’s
promise to us of life eternal to all who believe in him, a promise that is the bedrock of our faith
and the foundation of our lives. God’s promise should shape our thinking and guide our
decisions. The more familiar we are with these words, the more we will experience God’s
healing, forgiveness, joy and love.
God did not choose to take up residence solely in a temple or in a church, but became flesh
through Mary and lived among us as Jesus. In this way Jesus taught us that there is no place or
human that need be without God, for God is everywhere. God is not confined to our churches,
but can be found: in the poor and the suffering, and in those who seek to alleviate poverty and
pain; in the weak, and those who protect the weak; and in those suffering from terminal
illnesses, and in those who give comfort to the dying. As we sing our favorite carols during
this season, let us celebrate the reality of Christmas, that is, God is with us, as we recognize
God in all people and in every circumstance. Forever let us sing the goodness of the Lord.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,
George Behringer, Augustin Cisneros, Mario Floramo,
Martha Calado, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler,
Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo, Thereesa Unter
Also remember in your prayers all the
deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020
“Make known to all nations to bring
about the obedience of faith.”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of
God"

Join us in our virtual scripture study. We meet every
Thursday at 7:30p.m.. The group will not meet on
December 24th or 31st, but will resume on January 7
with the study of John, Chapters 9 and 10.

Wishing all our parish family and friends a
Blessed Christmas and the Peace of Christ
in the New Year.
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-All Are Welcome!
For information contact:
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com

FOCUS:
The Lord dwells among us.

David worries that the ark of God dwells in a
tent; Mary doesn’t hesitate to allow the ark of
God to dwell within her. God is not bound by
human constraints and yet He asks us to
participate with Him, cooperate with His grace,
that the ark of the covenant - the ark of salvation
history - may be made available to all.

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy
Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be
thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to
receive Jesus, that special time we have with our
Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be
distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking
with the person on the end of the pew.
The Roman Missal states that,
“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one
may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”.

2021 Mass Book
The 2021 Mass Book is now open
Please note the following:
The 9 AM Mass Monday to Friday
is a single intention Mass
On Saturday the 9 AM Mass is a multiple
intention Mass and the 5 PM Mass is a single
intention Mass.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Collection 12/12-12/13
Religious Retirement Fund

$3,996.00
$ 759.00

School parents must use church
envelopes.

Sunday 12:30 PM Italian Mass is a multiple
intention Mass.
All Announced Masses are $15.00
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp &
Altar Candles) are $60.00
Altar Flowers are $75.00

Please note all precautions will be taken for the
well-being and safety of every parishioner. All those
coming to the Rectory office must where a mask.

On Christmas Day, December 25th, the second
collection will be for Catholic Charities.
Please be as generous as your means allow.
Thank you.

The Rectory office hours are:
Monday thru Friday
9:00am to 12:00 noon
1:00pm to 5:00pm
There are NO evening or Saturday hours at the
present time.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation
during this difficult time.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you
create yours.

Next weekend, December 26/27, the second
collection will be for fuel to help keep our
church warm during the winter months.
Please be as generous as your means allow.
Thank you.

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
For each car, truck or van, running or not,
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per
vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a
family member, friend or neighbor has an old or
neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would
like to dispose of.
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at
(718) 491-2525.

Parish Mission Statement

The season of Advent is a 4-week period
of waiting and preparing for the feast of
Christmas. During the Season of Advent,
one of the beautiful signs we have in our
church is the Advent Wreath. The
wreath, which has 4 candles, is placed in
the church and each week a candle is lit
to remind us of our waiting and
preparing for the birth of Christ.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers in worship and witnesses the Gospel
message. The parish values and welcomes
each person’s gift of time, talent and treasure. As a faith-filled community, we are
committed to minister to the spiritual, educational and material needs of all people.
ATTENTION:
Please DO NOT light the candles in Church by
using another candle. One could get burned and the
wax is dripping all over the candle stands creating a
mess. PLEASE use the lighter. If you have trouble
with the lighter, ask for help.

Christmas Mass Remembrance
Envelopes
can be returned in any collection. Please mark the
envelope with the name(s) of those you want
remembered, living or deceased, in the Christmas

ADVENT WREATH CANDLES
The Advent Candles will burn in
memory of:

Martha & Edward Yassa
Ralph & Lucia Borgia
Rose & Denis Sweeney
William & Eileen Flynn

Christmas Flower Envelopes
You Christmas flower envelopes may be returned in
any collection. Please be sure to write the name(s)
legibly. The list of names will be placed in the bulletin.
Thank you.

THE TRADITION OF THE
CHRISTMAS CRIB
Pope Benedict XVI
Following a beautiful and firmly-rooted
tradition, many families set up their crib
immediately after the feast of the I
mmaculate Conception, as if to relive
with Mary those days full of trepidation
that preceded the birth of Jesus.
Putting up the crib at home can be a
simple but effective way of presenting
faith, to pass it on to one’s children.
The crib helps us contemplate the
mystery of God’s love that was
revealed in the poverty and simplicity
of the Bethlehem Grotto.
St. Francis of Assisi was so taken by the
mystery of the Incarnation that he
wanted to present it anew at Greccio in
the living nativity scene, thus
beginning an old, popular tradition
that still retains its value for
evangelization today. Indeed, the
crib can help us
understand the secret of the true Christmas because it speaks of the
humility and merciful goodness of Christ,
who though he was rich he made himself
poor for us (2Cor 8:9).
His poverty enriches those who
embrace it, and Christmas brings joy and
peace to those who, like the
shepherds in Bethlehem, accept the
angel’s words: Let this be a sign to you: in
a manger you will find an infant wrapped
in swaddling clothes
(Lk 2:12).
This is still the sign for us too, men and
women of the third
millennium. There is no other
Christmas.

From our Priests,
Deacons and
Staff
All are invited to join the
parish family in
celebrating the
FEAST OF
CHRISTMAS.
This is a wonderful
opportunity to come
together to worship as a
parish family
welcoming our new born
Savior into our lives.

Christmas Eve –Thursday, December 24
4:00 pm ~ Family Mass

(The 4:00 Mass will be live streamed for those unable to attend.)

6:00 pm ~ Christmas Mass

Christmas Day – Friday, December 25
8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am &
12:30 pm (Italian)
New Year’s Eve – Thursday, December 31
5:00 pm Mass
New Year’s Day – Friday, January 1, 2021
9:00 am & 11:00 am

Rectory Holiday Schedule
Christmas Eve, December 24th - Closed at 3PM
Christmas Day, December 25th - Closed
Saturday, December 26th - Closed
Sunday, December 27th - Closed

The office will reopen on Monday, December 28th at 9:00am.

New Year’s Eve, December 31st - Closed at 3PM
New Year’s Day, January 1, 2021 - Closed
Saturday, January 2 - Closed
Sunday, January 3 - Closed

The Office will reopen on Monday, January 4th at 9:00am.

The office will be closed in the interest of saving money for the parish to help balance our budget.

The Nativity of the Lord - 2020
My Dear Parishioners,
The celebration of Christmas begins with a proclamation of good news. An angel of heaven
announces to the shepherds that the Savior has been born. It is good news that cannot be contained. It
is announced and celebrated in heaven and on earth by glorious angelic choirs and lowly shepherd.
They, in turn, pay homage to the newborn King and report the news to all who are open to receive it.
From the beginning lines of today’s first reading, Isaiah’s words are charged with great excitement.
They convey the intensity of joy experienced when one knows that salvation is at hand, the Savior
has arrived, and God is with his people. This good news is truly a reason to celebrate, to break into
song, and to shout for joy.
John reveals the presence of Jesus Christ with the Father from the very beginning of the world. Jesus
is the Word, the Word of truth and justice, of mercy and love. The world waited down through the
ages to hear the living Word of God; now it is enfleshed in Jesus for all people to see and hear. The
long wait is over. God is speaking directly to his people.
As we celebrate Christmas we can reopen our minds and our hearts to the significance of the birth of
Jesus Christ. Renewed in faith, we are ready to hear again the angelic announcement, the testimony
of the shepherds, and the voice of John the Baptist. Faith in Jesus leads us to rejoice in their
proclamations because we know that the good news they bring has a personal effect in our lives.
Having embraced the Christmas proclamation, Jesus, our Savior is born, and we are eager to share
our joy with those around us. When we share the life of Jesus with others we proclaim our faith in the
salvation which comes through him. God is with his people is our basis for Christmas joy. This is the
good news. Celebrate the joy and share your joy with others!
On behalf of our parish staff, our Deacons, Fr. Francis and myself, I want to wish each of you a
Blessed Christmas! May the Joy of the new born King bring His Peace, Joy and Love to each of you.

All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

Christmas Day
December 25, 2020
“How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings glad
tidings.”

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is
taking place every Monday through
Saturday from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The
rosary is prayed at 8:30 AM each
morning. All are invited to stop by and
spend some time in the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament. Whether it’s for one
day a week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a
stop in to Church, it’s a wonderful way
to begin our day.
In this season of Advent Jesus is
calling us to come to Him for strength
and hope.
Time spent in the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament will bring countless
blessings to you and our parish.

Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

FOCUS - CHRISTMAS DAY:
God himself chose to dwell among us.

God did not create a new being in Jesus Christ.
Rather, his only begotten Son - the second person
of the Trinity - came to dwell among us.
Through him we have the fullness of revelation of
who God is, and we are reunited and reconciled
to God in his glory.

PRAYER TO MARY DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANADEMIC
O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey as a sign of salvation
and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the Cross were
near to the pain of Jesus, keeping your faith firm.
You, salvation of the Roman people, know what we need and we trust
that you will provide for those needs so that, as at Cana of Galilee, joy
and celebration may return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of the
Father and to do what Jesus tells us. He who took our sufferings upon
Himself, and took up our sorrows to bring us through the Cross to the joy
of the Resurrection Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. Do not
despose our pleas - we who are put to the test - and deliver us from every
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.
Pope Francis

Saturday December 26, 2020
The Feast of
St. Stephen - The First Martyr
Stephen was one of the first to follow the
Apostles. It is believed that he was either Greek,
or a Jew educated in Greek culture. What is
certain is that he was greatly appreciated by the
community in Jerusalem that his name appears
first among the seven men chosen as deacons to
assist the Apostles in their mission. A man “filled
with faith and the Holy Spirit,” we worked
wonders and miracles – but some members of the
synagogue stirred up the people against him, with
the elders and scribes saying he had blasphemed
against Moses and against God. In the days
following Pentecost, Stephen was hauled before
the Sanhedrin, and accused by false witnesses of
preaching that Jesus would “destroy this place
and change the customs that Moses handed down
to us.”
Saint Stephen then gave a speech – the longest
recorded in the Acts of the Apostles – in which he
reviewed the history of salvation. God, he said,
had prepared for the coming of Jesus, the
Righteous One, but the leaders of the people had
resisted the Holy Spirit, just as their fathers had
persecuted the prophets. Stephen concluded his
speech with the words, “Behold, I see the heavens
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God.” This final proclamation cost him
dearly. With a loud cry, those present cast him
out of the city “and began to stone him.”
As he was being stoned, Stephen cried out,
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” As he
breathed his last, St. Stephen, in imitation of
Jesus, prayed that God might receive his spirit,
and prayed for forgiveness for his murderers.

If you have a child beginning first grade in public
school, it is time to register for Religious
Education. Diocesan guidelines require two years
of instructions prior to the reception of a
Sacrament. If your child is already in the first
grade and missed this year, call the Office of
Religious Education to set up an appointment to
discuss the options.
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org

The preparations for Christmas include
buying or making gifts for those whom
we love. You can give no better gift
than the gift that God has given to us:
His son, Jesus.
Invite someone who is not Catholic to
attend Mass with you at Christmas.
For information please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at (718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM
or by appointment

The Parish Family of St. Francis of Assisi welcomes you. We are delighted that you are here to worship with us.
We hope it will be a spiritually enriching time. If you wish more information about our parish please fill in the
necessary information below in order for us to serve you better.
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________ Zip: ________________
Occupation: ____________________________________
Telephone: Home _______________________ Work ______________________ Cell __________________
____ I want to register as a new parishioner (if applicable)
If you are interested in participating please check off your interest or if you would like more information on:
Ministries

___ Lector

___ Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion
___ Choir (Adult)

___ Choir (Children)
___ Choir (Italian)

Societies
___ Holy Name Society
___ Golden Age
___ I.A.C.A. (Italian American Catholic Action)
___ St. Vincent De Paul
___ CYO
___ Legion of Mary
___ Girl Scouts
___ Youth Group
Education
___ Catholic Academy
___ Religious Education
___ RCIA
___ Scripture Study

___ Ushers

___ Altar Servers

___ Bereavement Group
___ Childrenʼs Liturgy

Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American Bible Revised
Edition translation is the ideal Catholic Family Bible.

(

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section and
Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $69.99 post paid

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost of _________ (quantity)
copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped post paid to:
Name _______________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________ State _______________ Zip __________

HELP WANTED
Great Income Potential
Full and Part Time Positions
To Sell Advertising in
Brooklyn and Queens Church Bulletins
Bilingual a plus

Call 631-249-4994
for more information

IF YOU LIVE ALONE YOU NEED

MDMedAlert
LIFEWATCH

At HOME and AWAY!





Ambulance
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Fire
Friends/Family
Friends/Family
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Tracking
Real Time GPS Trackin
Fall Detection
SOS Emergency Button
24 Hour Monitoring

A Month!
As Shown
GPS $39.95
per month

CALLNOW!
NOW! 800-809-3352
800
890-6212
CALL
800-867-7250
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S
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ROBERT GIULIATE Lic. Plumber #1220

SENID

PLUMBING & HEATING Corp.
Emergency Service Seven Days a Week

718-428-3400 • 718-445-3710

• Plumbing - Service - Installation • Gas Heat - Sales,
Service • Hot Water Heaters, Installed & Serviced
FREE ESTIMATES 122-11 18th Ave., College Pt., NY

ANTONIO GUADAGNINO
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

21-77 31st Street, Suite 103
Astoria, NY 11105
Business & Personal Services
718-204-6677

Est. 1976

TRIBORO PHYSICAL
THERAPY
Orthopaedic & Neurological Disorders
Home Visits Available
Most Insurances Accepted

GARY F. MIRET

(718) 606-9513

29-23 24th Ave., Astoria, NY 11102

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

31-17 DITMARS BOULEVARD, ASTORIA, NEW YORK

(718) 274-6900

Former Queens County Assistant District Attorney
Over 17 Years of Criminal and Civil Experience
Criminal Defense, Family, Law, Real Estate
Wills and Estate Planning & Bankruptcy ~ FREE CONSULTATION
Member of the Knights of Columbus
Your Neighborhood Lawyer
For Your Neighborhoods Needs

Serving the Astoria and Jackson Heights Community Since 1996

Michele’s Tiny Toes Daycare
Childcare Assistant Position
We are looking for a team player
who will be responsible for children
ages 6 weeks to 4 years old.

Astoria Area

718-606-8422

Thomas Niemczyk
D.D.S.
BRETONE-STIVAN
PLUMBING-HEATING
Licensed Master Plumber #527

718-545-7750

• Plumbing • Heating • Violation Removals
• Boilers & Hot Water Heaters Serviced & Installed

Einstein Electrical Corporation

SE HABLA
ESPAÑOL

FAMILY DENTISTRY

(718) 278-6266
22-01 31st St., Astoria, NY

Ivan Butkovic, President
Master Licensed Electrician
ivan@einstein-electrical.com
Tel: (718) 274-7600 Fax: (718) 274-7601
42-16 28th Avenue Astoria, NY 11103

44-14 Broadway - Astoria, NY 11103

19-46 37th Street, Astoria
(Best Market Shopping Center)
Phone: (718) 726-9112
Fax: (718) 726-9100
• We Deliver ($10 min.)
• Catering Available

$2 off $20 or more w/ad

See Your Advertisement in Full Color!
Call The Church Bulletin Inc. for more information
(631) 249-4994
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