
 
 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 10–The Baptism of the Lord                                                                                                
8:00 A.M.       Holy Name 
9:30 A.M.       Spampinato Family 
11:00 A.M.     For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.     Gilda Companaro 
                       Yolanda Palazzolo 
                       Amadio Irentini                                                   
      Marino Viscovich 
                        Diana Viscovich   
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 11- WEEKDAY  
9:00 A.M.       Juan Betancourt 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 12 - WEEKDAY                           
9:00 A.M.        John Gatt 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13- WEEKDAY                                  
9:00 A.M.         Achille Esposito 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 - WEEKDAY 

9:00 A.M.         Charles Salerno 
 
FRIDAY,    JANUARY 15 -  WEEKDAY     
9:00 A.M.          Theresa Janke 
  
SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 -  WEEKDAY           
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                       Susan Ellen Perinuzzi 
                        Mary Rerecich                       
  
5:00 P.M.        Joseph Colombo 
 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 17– Second Sunday in            
                                                  Ordinary Time                                                                                                                               
8:00 A.M.       Gary Aniello                          
9:30 A.M.       Frank Brooks 
11:00 A.M.     For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.     Gilda Companaro 
                       Giovanni Milevoi 
                       Paula Milevoi 
                       Concetta Saraceni 
                       

Mass Intention 

The Baptism of The Lord   

 

 
 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

The Baptism of the Lord 
   
  Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 
  Acts 10:34-38 
  Mark 1:7-11 
 

     

Readings for the Week 
 
 

 
MONDAY:  Hebrews 1:1-6 
   Mark 1:14-20 
 
TUESDAY:  Hebrews 2:5-12 
                                    Mark 1:21-28 
 
WEDNESDAY: Hebrews 2:14-18 
   Mark 1:29-39 
    
THURSDAY:  Hebrews 3:7-14 
   Mark 1:40-45 
 
FRIDAY:  Hebrews 4:1-5, 11                                        
                                    Mark 2:1-12 
 
SATURDAY:    Hebrews 4:12-16 
    Mark 2:13-17 
    

 
 
 
 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
  1 Samuel :3b-10, 19 
  1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20 
  John 1:35-42 

   

Happy New Year from the 
Priests, Deacons and Staff.  

 
May God Bless each one of 
us with His peace, joy and 
love in order that we may 

share these with  
others. 



 

 
My Dear Parishioners, 

 
Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord. God favored his Son, Jesus, above all others. Rightfully 
so, since Jesus is the only begotten Son of God. He is God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, as our Nicene Creed boldly proclaims. If we have any doubt regarding how God felt about 
his Son or the importance of his mission, the Gospels make it clear for us. After Jesus was baptized, 
the Spirit descended on him, strengthening him so he could fulfill his saving mission. Then, a voice 
from the heavens said, This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. 
 
The baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River marked a pivotal point in salvation history. It was the end of 
the ministry of John the Baptist to prepare the way for the Messiah, and the beginning of the public 
ministry of Jesus. This ministry would consist of Jesus preaching, teaching and healing and then     
climax with his death and resurrection. Upon being baptized, Jesus totally dedicated himself to       
fulfilling the mission his father sent him to accomplish. 
 
The baptism of Jesus is a great blessing for each of us today. The proclamation of today’s feast 
crowns what we have been hearing throughout the Christmas season. The voices of angels, shepherds 
and the Magi are muffled in comparison to the voice of the heavenly Father proclaiming that Jesus is 
his Son. God calls us to accept and embrace Jesus as his beloved Son. His message to us not only   
expresses his favor and pleasure, but also gives us a fitting response for our Christian lives. 
 
As God loves his Son, so are we to love Jesus above all others. We are to love his teachings, 
acknowledge his presence and obey his commands. We are to give Christ precedence over all others. 
We are to open our lives to the Spirit that we may grow in love for, and have a deeper unity with the 
Lord, Jesus. This will enable us to do our part in carrying on his saving mission, leading more     
Christ-like lives of love and service, and giving witness to the Gospel. 
 
The voice that came from the heavens that day of the baptism of our lord made clear that God the    
Father was pleased with his Son. The event of the Baptism of our Lord Jesus also made clear that he 
was the promised Messiah, and the long awaited day of salvation had arrived. 
 
Reminded of these truths, let us renew our commitment to making Jesus the very center of our lives. 
Let us renew our commitment to our common baptismal vocation to be salt and light to the world, and 
seek to do so by leading lives of humble love and service to others. We do this so that when our time 
comes to stand before Jesus, he might say, Well done, my good and faithful servant. My Father is well 
pleased. Come, enter the gates of paradise. 
 

 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 

Sunday January 10, 2021  
The Feast of  

The Baptism of the Lord 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by 
John. But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be        

baptized by you, and do you come to me?” Jesus replied, “Let it 
be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all             

righteousness.” Then John consented. As soon as Jesus was 
baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven 
was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, 

“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  

Matthew 3:13-17 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is 
taking place every Monday through   

Saturday from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The   

rosary is prayed at 8:30 AM each    
morning. All are invited to stop by and 
spend some time in the presence of the 

Blessed Sacrament. Whether it’s for one 
day a week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a 
stop in to Church, it’s a wonderful way 

to begin our day. 
 

 In these uncertain times Jesus is    
calling us to come to Him for strength 

and hope. 
Time spent in the presence of the 

Blessed Sacrament will bring countless 
blessings to you and our parish. 

 
 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic   
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers 

in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.  
The parish values and welcomes each        

person’s gift of time, talent and treasure.  As a 
faith-filled community, we are committed to 

minister to the spiritual, educational and   
material needs of all people.      

 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR OF RENEWAL FOR  
 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
 

As you know this year is dedicated to 
strengthening Catholic Education, Catholic 
Identity and the Spiritual programs of our 
Academy and Religious Education Program.  
 
All of us are called to join in this journey. It 
is important to share our faith with our    
children and teach them to know how        
essential it is that our faith is a gift from the 
Lord. Encourage our children and young 
people to pray every day. Let them know 
how important it is to be of service to our   
sisters and brothers. Impress upon them the 
importance of coming to Church each week 
to pray with our parish families. Let them 
know that we need the Eucharist, the Body 
and Blood of Jesus as the spiritual food to 
strengthen us for our faith journey.  

 

Please do not leave your unwanted religious 
mail on the radiators in the vestibule of 
Church. Things like that are not to be left 
around so that no one else has to touch 
them. Also when the heat comes up those 
radiator covers get very hot and I do not 
want to have a problem with paper materials 
on the cover of the radiators. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this    
matter. 

 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,  
George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  Martha Calado,  

James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  
  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   

Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   
Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  

Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler, 

Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  

 Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

The Baptism of the Lord 
January 10, 2021 

 

 
 “This is My beloved Son in whom I 

am well pleased.” 
 

Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
             deacon or in the  consecrated life.  

 
Contact the Vocation Office at   

(718) 827-2454 or                                              
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

FOCUS:  
 

May our lives always reflect the powerful grace of 
our baptism. 

 
God reveals the sacrament of baptism with      
dynamic power.  The heavens are torn.  The  

Spirit decends; the Father’s voice is heard.  Two 
brief verses paint a vivid picture depicting the 

unity of the Hoy Trinity.  Through our baptism, 
we are joined to the family of God and are      
welcomed into the intimacy of the Trinity. 

Take hold of this gift. 

 

SFA  SCRIPTURE  STUDY 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME  
 

"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of 
God" 

 
Join us in our virtual scripture study.  We meet every 
Thursday at 7:30pm.  The January 14th meeting will      
continue with the study of John, Chapter 10. 

 
We are using Zoom as our platform. Technical assistance 
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using 
the program. 
 
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using 
the Little Rock Scripture program.  Study booklets will 
be   provided.   
 
If you are interested in joining the study group or would 
like further information, please contact us through our 
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the      
rectory at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 

 
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-- 

All Are Welcome! 
For information contact: 

sfascripturestudy@gmail.com 

 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy  

Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be 

 thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to 

receive Jesus, that special time we have with our 

Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be 

distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking 

with the person on the end of the pew.                     

The Roman Missal states that,  

“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one 

may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”. 
 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com
mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most  
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 
 
 
 

During this time of Covid-19, if you are not feeling 
well, have a temperature, or have a cough, please 
stay home and watch the mass on television. There 
are a number of stations that carry Sunday Mass for 
you to watch.  Please know this is for your health 
and the health of others.  Remember to continue to 
wear a mask and maintain social distancing while          
attending Mass.   

Thank you for all you cooperation with the       
guidelines. 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Christmas Offering 1/2-3   $3,635.00 
    
2nd Collection - Fuel                              705.00 
  
 

School parents must use church  

envelopes. 

 

 
 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic   
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers 

in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.  
The parish values and welcomes each        

person’s gift of time, talent and treasure.  As a 
faith-filled community, we are committed to 

minister to the spiritual, educational and   
material needs of all people.      

PRAYER TO MARY DURING THE              
CORONAVIRUS PANADEMIC 

 
O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the Cross were near to the pain of Jesus, 
keeping your faith firm. 
 
You, salvation of the Roman people, know what we 
need and we trust that you will provide for those 
needs so that, as at Cana of Galilee, joy and cele-
bration may return after this moment of trial. 
 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform      
ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what 
Jesus tells us.  He who took our sufferings upon 
Himself, and took up our sorrows to bring us 
through the Cross to the joy of the Resurrection 
Amen. 
 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. Do not despose our pleas - we who 
are put to the test - and deliver us from every      
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 














