
 
 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 17– Second Sunday in  
                                                  Ordinary Time                                                                                                
8:00 A.M.       Gary Aniello 
9:30 A.M.       Frank Brooks 
11:00 A.M.     For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.     Gilda Companaro 
                      Giovanni Milievoi 
                      Paula Milievoi                                               
     Concetta Saraceni 
                         
MONDAY, JANUARY 18- WEEKDAY  
9:00 A.M.       Geatano Hili 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 19 - WEEKDAY                           
9:00 A.M.        Helen Coughlin 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20- WEEKDAY                                  
9:00 A.M.         Ellen Paul 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 21 - St. Agnes 

9:00 A.M.         John Xerri 
 
FRIDAY,    JANUARY 22 -  Day of Prayer for the 
                       of Legal Protection  Unborn  Children   
9:00 A.M.          Emmanuel Asagba 
  
SATURDAY, JANUARY  23 -  WEEKDAY           
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                        Michael Connolly 
                                       
5:00 P.M.        Rose Sweeney 
 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 24– Third Sunday in            
                                                  Ordinary Time                                                                                                                               
8:00 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis                          
9:30 A.M.       Carrino Family 
11:00 A.M.     McHale Family 
12:30 P.M.     Fabio Perrone 
                                              

Mass Intention 

The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

 
 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
  1 Samuel :3b-10, 19 
  1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20 
  John 1:35-42 

   
 
 

Readings for the Week 
 
 

 
MONDAY:  Hebrews 5:1-10 
   Mark 2:18-22 
 
TUESDAY:  Hebrews 6:10-20 
                                    Mark 2:23-28 
 
WEDNESDAY: Hebrews 7:15-17 
   Mark 3:1-6 
    
THURSDAY:  Hebrews 7:25 - 8:6 
   Mark 3:7-12 
 
FRIDAY:  Hebrews 8:6-13                                        
                                    Mark 3:13-19 
 
SATURDAY:    Hebrews 9:2-3 
    Mark 3:20-21 
    

 
 
 
 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
  Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
  1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
  Mark 1:14-20 

   

Happy New Year from the 
Priests, Deacons and Staff.  

 
May God Bless each one of 
us with His peace, joy and 
love in order that we may 

share these with  
others. 



 

 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Today, Andrew is one of the two Apostles who are the first to be called by Jesus. We know 
very little of Andrew from Sacred Scripture. Today’s Gospel tells us that he was first a disciple 
of John the Baptist before being called by Jesus. The remarkable thing about Andrew is that he 
seems to have very quickly recognized Jesus as the Messiah. Armed with that knowledge, he 
went and told his brother, Simon, “We have found the Messiah.” We know from Scripture of 
the important part that Simon, now called Peter, was to play in salvation history; the rock upon 
whom Christ would build his Church.  
 
After the Lord’s Ascension, Andrew undoubtedly went on, as did the other Apostles, to spread 
the gospel message throughout the world. We have very little information about Andrew’s 
ministry, but we see in Andrew the key to discipleship; recognizing Christ and then bringing 
others to Christ. This was the call to the Apostles and the early Christians, and it continues to 
be what all of Christ’s followers are called to still do today. 
 
Too often we lose the sense of discipleship that God has called us to. We may think that only 
those called to Holy Orders, deacons, priests, bishops, or those who take religious vows,   
brothers, sisters and consecrated virgins, are called to be modern day disciples. This is not the 
case. EVERY man and woman can encounter Christ on a personal level. Like Samuel, in to-
day’s first reading, our recognition of the call may not happen immediately. With time,      
however, and perhaps with guidance from others, we are likely to see that each of us is  
uniquely called to follow Christ. We are each to give of ourselves as we help to fulfill Christ’s 
mission of building up the Kingdom of God on earth. Without the ministry and cooperation 
offered by the Church’s lay faithful, this mission would surely fall flat. 
 
When God calls us, there can really be no better answer than the one young Samuel gave as he 
invited God to speak, “for your servant is listening.” As we listen, we are to allow ourselves to 
be transformed by God; to become one with Him through Christ.  
 
For most people, the call to discipleship comes in casual, everyday encounters with God and 
with one another. It calls us to an ever-deepening relationship with the Lord, which is usually 
manifested by our sharing the new or renewed fire within us with those near to us. As we an-
swer God’s call, we can encounter, over and over, the Good News and share it with all those 
we meet. 

 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



Pope Francis Announces the  
Year of St. Joseph 

 

On the solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, December. 8, 
2020, Pope Francis issued an apostolic letter, Patris corde (“With a Father’s Heart”), for the 

150
th
 anniversary of the declaration of St. Joseph as patron of the universal Church. To mark 

the occasion, the pope proclaimed a year dedicated to Mary’s husband, Joseph, foster father 
to Jesus. The special “Year of St. Joseph” will be held through Dec. 8, 2021. 

In his apostolic letter, Pope Francis explains that the aim of this special year is “to increase 
our love for this great saint, to encourage us to implore his intercession and to imitate his   

virtues and his zeal,” describing St. Joseph as a “beloved father, a tender and loving father, 
an obedient father, an accepting father; a father who is creatively courageous, a working   

father, a father in the shadows.” 
 

For 40 years Pope Francis has recited a prayer that he found in an old French missal. 
 

The Prayer 
 

O Glorious St. Joseph, thou who hast power to render even things which are considered   impossi-
ble, come to our aid in our present trouble and distress.  Take this important and difficult affair under 

thy protection, that it may end happily. 
 

O dear St. Joseph, all our confidence is in thee.  Let it not be said that we would invoke thee in vain; 
and since thou art so powerful with Jesus and Mary.  Show that thy goodness equals thy power. 

 
St. Joseph, to whom God entrusted the care of the holiest family that has ever been, grant, we ask 

of you, the father and protector of our, and let the grace be brought to us to live and die in the love of 
Jesus and Mary.   

 
St. Joseph pray for us who have recourse to thee. 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-12/pope-francis-proclaims-year-of-st-joseph.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-12/pope-francis-proclaims-year-of-st-joseph.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-12/pope-francis-proclaims-year-of-st-joseph.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is 
taking place every Monday through   

Saturday from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The   

rosary is prayed at 8:30 AM each    
morning. All are invited to stop by and 
spend some time in the presence of the 

Blessed Sacrament. Whether it’s for one 
day a week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a 
stop in to Church, it’s a wonderful way 

to begin our day. 
 

 In these uncertain times Jesus is    
calling us to come to Him for strength 

and hope. 
Time spent in the presence of the 

Blessed Sacrament will bring countless 
blessings to you and our parish. 

 
 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic   
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers 

in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.  
The parish values and welcomes each        

person’s gift of time, talent and treasure.  As a 
faith-filled community, we are committed to 

minister to the spiritual, educational and   
material needs of all people.      

 
 
 
 
 

 

YEAR OF RENEWAL FOR  
 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
 

As you know this year is dedicated to 
strengthening Catholic Education, Catholic 
Identity and the Spiritual programs of our 
Academy and Religious Education Program.  
 
All of us are called to join in this journey. It 
is important to share our faith with our    
children and teach them to know how        
essential it is that our faith is a gift from the 
Lord. Encourage our children and young 
people to pray every day. Let them know 
how important it is to be of service to our   
sisters and brothers. Impress upon them the 
importance of coming to Church each week 
to pray with our parish families. Let them 
know that we need the Eucharist, the Body 
and Blood of Jesus as the spiritual food to 
strengthen us for our faith journey.  

 

Please do not leave your unwanted religious 
mail on the radiators in the vestibule of 
Church. Things like that are not to be left 
around so that no one else has to touch 
them. Also when the heat comes up those 
radiator covers get very hot and I do not 
want to have a problem with paper materials 
on the cover of the radiators. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this    
matter. 

 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,  
George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  Martha Calado,  

James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  
  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   

Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   
Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  

Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler, 

Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  

 Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 17, 2021 

 

 
 “Do you not know that your       

bodies are members of Christ?” 
 

Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
             deacon or in the  consecrated life.  

 
Contact the Vocation Office at   

(718) 827-2454 or                                              
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
In Loving Memory of  

Anne & William Thompson 
Requested by: 

The Thompson Family 

Memorials for the Weeks of    

January 17, 2021 

 

 

FOCUS:  
 

In both our first reading and the Gospel, we hear 
how God calls people to serve. 

 
In youth Samuel hears God’s voice but does not 
recognize it at first.  But God keeps calling and 
with Eli’s help, Samuel is finally able to hear 
God’s word.  The disciples of John the Baptist 
follow Jesus at his invitation, and bring along  

Simon Peter.  We often come to serve the Lord 
through the invitation of others.  We can offer 
that same invitation to those who have not yet 

heard the Gospel message.  

 

SFA  SCRIPTURE  STUDY 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME  
 

"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of 
God" 

 
Join us in our virtual scripture study.  We meet every 
Thursday at 7:30pm.  The January 21st meeting will      
cover the study of John, Chapter  11. 

 
We are using Zoom as our platform. Technical assistance 
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using 
the program. 
 
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using 
the Little Rock Scripture program.  Study booklets will 
be   provided.   
 
If you are interested in joining the study group or would 
like further information, please contact us through our 
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the      
rectory at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 

 
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-- 

All Are Welcome! 
For information contact: 

sfascripturestudy@gmail.com 

 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy  

Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be 

 thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to 

receive Jesus, that special time we have with our 

Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be 

distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking 

with the person on the end of the pew.                     

The Roman Missal states that,  

“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one 

may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”. 
 

 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com
mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most  
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 
 
 
 

During this time of Covid-19, if you are not feeling 
well, have a temperature, or have a cough, please 

stay home and watch the mass on television. There 
are a number of stations that carry Sunday Mass for 
you to watch.  Please know this is for your health 

and the health of others.  Remember to continue to 
wear a mask and maintain social distancing while          

attending Mass.   

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Collections   1/9-10    $4,096.00 
 2nd Collection-Diocesan Mission         $540.00 
    

School parents must use church  

envelopes. 

 
 
 
 

Next weekend, January 23/24, the second      
collection will be for Churches in Need. 

Please be as generous as your means allow. 
Thank you. 

 

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn  
 

For each car, truck or van, running or not,  
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per 

vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a  fam-
ily member, friend or neighbor has an old or neglect-
ed vehicle in their driveway that they would like to 

dispose of.   
 

Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at  
(718) 491-2525. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Rectory office will be closed on Monday,  
January 18, 2021 in observance of 

Martin Luther King Day. 
 

The office will reopen on Tuesday,  
January 19, 2021 at 9:00am.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
RELIGIOUS ARTICLES 

 
When you stop by the Rectory, please be 

sure and browse through our religious  
articles.  All are available for a  

Free-Will donation.   



PRAYER TO MARY DURING THE              
CORONAVIRUS PANADEMIC 

 
O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the Cross were near to the pain of Jesus, 
keeping your faith firm. 
 
You, salvation of the Roman people, know what we 
need and we trust that you will provide for those 
needs so that, as at Cana of Galilee, joy and cele-
bration may return after this moment of trial. 
 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform      
ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what 
Jesus tells us.  He who took our sufferings upon 
Himself, and took up our sorrows to bring us 
through the Cross to the joy of the Resurrection 
Amen. 
 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. Do not despose our pleas - we who 
are put to the test - and deliver us from every      
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 

Thursday January 21, 2021  
The Feast of  

St. Agnes 

Almost nothing is known of this saint     
except that she was very young—12 or 
13—when she was martyred in the last 
half of the third century. Various modes of 
death have been suggested—beheading, 
burning, strangling. 

Legend has it that Agnes was a beautiful 
girl and a member of the nobility in Rome.  
Many young men wanted to marry her, 
but she refused to give up her virginity. 
Among those she refused, one reported 
her to the authorities for being a Christian. 
She was arrested and confined to a house 
of prostitution. The legend continues that 
a man who looked upon her lustfully lost 
his sight and had it restored by her prayer. 
Agnes was condemned, executed, and 
buried near Rome in a catacomb that 
eventually was named after her. The 
daughter of Constantine built a basilica in 
her honor. 

Agnes is pictured with a lamb, a symbol of 
her purity.  The martyrdom of this virginal 
young girl made a deep impression on a 
society enslaved to a materialistic outlook.  
Agnes is a symbol that holiness does not 
depend on length of years, experience or 
human effort,   It is a gift God offers to all 
of us. 



 

Day of Prayer  
for the Legal Protection 

of The Unborn Child  
 

January 22, 2021 
 

The over 60 million abortions since the 1973         
decisions of Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton reflect 
with heartbreaking magnitude what Pope Francis 

means by a “throwaway culture.” However, we have 
great trust in God’s providence. We are   reminded 
time and again in Scripture to seek the Lord’s help, 
and as   people of faith, we believe that our prayers 

are heard.  
 

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal 
(GIRM), no. 373, designates January 22 as a         

particular day of prayer and penance, called the "Day 
of Prayer for the Legal Protection of  Unborn       

Children”: “In all the Dioceses of the United States of 
America, January 22 (or January 23, when January 22 

falls on a Sunday) shall be observed as a particular 
day of prayer for the full restoration of the legal   
guarantee of the right to life and of penance for      
violations to the dignity of the human person       

committed through acts of abortion.”  
 

A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer 
which will rise up throughout the world.  Through 

special initiatives and in daily prayer, may an       
impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator and lover 
of life, from every Christian community, from every 
group and association, from every family and from 

the heart of every believer. 
 

Pope Saint John Paul II 




