The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention

Today’s Readings

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24– Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M.
For the People of St. Francis
9:30 A.M.
Carrino Family
11:00 A.M. McHale Family
12:30 P.M. Fabio Perrone

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20

Readings for the Week

MONDAY, JANUARY 25- The Conversion of St. Paul
The Apostle
9:00 A.M.
Louisa Bucci
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26 - Saints Timothy and Titus
9:00 A.M.
Dr. Arthur Gualtieri

MONDAY:

Acts 22:3-16
Mark 16:15-18

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27- WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Thomas Costa

TUESDAY:

2 Timothy 1:1-8
Mark 3:31-35

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28 - St. Thomas Aquinas
9:00 A.M.
Dana Marusic

WEDNESDAY:

Hebrews 10:11-18
Mark 4:1-20

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Zenolia Poverelli

THURSDAY:

Hebrews 10:19-25
Mark 4:21-25

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Josip Rusin
Jerry Giacchina

FRIDAY:

Hebrews 10:32-39
Mark 4:26-34

SATURDAY:

Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19
Mark 4:35-41

5:00 P.M.

Raymond Loud

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31– Fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M.
Ferguson Family
9:30 A.M.
For the People of St. Francis
11:00 A.M. Rose Brucculeri
12:30 P.M. Fabio Perrone

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
1 Corinthians 7:32-35
Mark 1:21-28

My Dear Parishioners,

Many opportunities arise each day that afford us no second chance. For them, one must seize
the moment. Sad to say, many times people fail to respond, and lose out on the opportunity.
How many buying opportunities, travel opportunities, even work opportunities are lost
because people fail to respond promptly. Connections are never made and meetings never take
place because people fail to take action. Often, these people look back with regret and
disappointment at what might have happened.
God places an array of opportunities before his people: opportunities to choose life. God not
only gave his people life, he redeemed their lives and showed them the path to everlasting life.
He also keeps calling them to choose the path of life. So many opportunities have been laid
before people throughout the ages to respond to God. God sent numerous prophets. He gave
his laws and teachings. He continues to work great signs and wonders before us. He offers us
forgiveness of sins and blesses us with his choicest blessings. Some seize these moments and
choose the path of life, while others turn farther away from the Lord.
Today’s Gospel is the story of the call of the Apostles to follow Jesus. This was another
blessed opportunity from God. We hear how Jesus laid this opportunity before Peter, Andrew,
James and John. Despite any apprehensions they may have felt due to family or work, they
seized the moment. They abandoned their former way of life and followed Jesus. There was
little time to think about it. Their prompt response put them on the path of life, alongside the
Lord of life.
Each of us was given new life in Christ in the Sacrament of Baptism. Since then, God has
placed, and continues to place, opportunities before us to choose the path of life again and
again. We are called to seize the moment; to use today to grow in faith. Today is the day to
love your spouse like Christ loves them; to form your children in faith; to be faithfully active
in our parish. Now is the time to help someone, to visit a sick friend or someone who is
grieving, make a phone call to someone who is alone and cannot get out because of covid-19.
These are the opportunities in daily life through which God calls us to live out our faith. A
prompt response to His call can help keep us on the path of life and bring joy. A missed
opportunity can leave us looking back with regret and disappointment in our Christian life.
As we look at the many opportunities God places before us each day, the words of today’s
second reading remind us that time is running out, “for the world in its present form is passing
away.” We are to seize every opportunity to repent; every opportunity to follow Christ; and
every opportunity to choose the path of life.

Monday, January 25, 2021
The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle
St. Paul the Apostle was the greatest of the early Christian missionaries. He first appears in the Acts of the
Apostles under the name of Saul. Saul was raised in the Jewish faith as a Pharisee trained in the strict
observance of God’s Law. He believed the Law should be obeyed by himself and all Jews. Saul was upset
by the early Christian Church, believing that the early Christians had broken away from their Jewish
traditions. He actively persecuted the Church in Jerusalem. As the first Christian martyr Stephen was
being stoned to death, Saul watched the cloaks of the persecutors (Acts 7:58).
Paul then traveled to Damascus to further persecute early Christians. On the road to Damascus Saul had
an encounter with the Risen Jesus Christ (Acts of the Apostles 9:1–19, Galatians 1: 13–14). Jesus asked,
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” Paul replied, “Who are you, sir?” Jesus responded, “I am Jesus
whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9: 4 – 5). Jesus then sent Saul into Damascus to wait for further instructions. Saul was shaken and blinded by the experience. When a Christian named Ananias came and
baptized Saul, his blindness went away. As a result of this encounter Saul became a follower of Christ. He
was now convinced that fellowship with the risen Jesus Christ, not the observance of the Law, was all that
was needed to receive God’s promise of salvation. (Galatians 1:11–12; 3:1–5)
Saul, whose name now became Paul, went to Jerusalem to consult with Peter (Galatians 1: 18). After his
first missionary journeys, Paul was called by Jesus to proclaim the Gospel to the Gentiles. He spent the
rest of his life journeying on his missions, establishing local churches, and writing to them when he heard
of their accomplishments and failures. Paul’s letters are the earliest records of the life and history of the
early Church. As inspired by the Holy Spirit Paul’s letters are part of the Canon of the New Testament. As
a record of the happenings in the early Church they are in invaluable record of the expansion of the
Christianity.
The most profound and moving day in Paul’s life was when he met the risen Jesus Christ. Paul was well
respected by the Jewish community and his peers. But he gave it all up for Christ. “More than that, I even
consider everything as a loss because of the supreme good of knowing Jesus Christ my
Lord.” (Philippians 3:8) Jesus Christ, Paul realized, was sent by the Father to bring salvation for all. Paul
taught that we are united with Christ in faith and Baptism; “We were indeed buried with him through
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too

Tuesday January 26, 2021
The Feast of
Saints Timothy and Titus
St. Timothy, born in Galatia in Asia Minor, was
baptized and later ordained to the priesthood by
St. Paul. The young Galatian became Paul's
missionary companion and his most beloved
spiritual son. St. Paul showed his trust in this
disciple by consecrating him bishop of the great
city of Ephesus. St. Timothy was entrusted with
missions of highest importance. Timothy was
with Paul during his first Roman imprisonment.
The finest monument left him by his master are
the two canonical Epistles bearing hims name.
St. Timothy was stoned to death thirty years
after St. Paul's martyrdom for having denounced
St. Titus, a convert from paganism, was a fellow
laborer of St. Paul on many apostolic missions.
St. Paul later made him bishop of Crete, a
difficult charge because of the character of the
inhabitants and the spread of erroneous doctrines
on that island. St. Paul's writings tell us that St.
Titus rejoiced to discover what was good in
others and drew the hearts of men by his wide
and affectionate sympathy.
Tradition tells us that he died a natural death at
the age of 94, having lived in the state of
virginity during his whole life. St. Paul left a
worthy monument to Titus, his faithful disciple,
in the beautiful pastoral letter which forms part
of the New Testament.

Thursday January 28, 2021
The Feast of
St. Thomas Aquinas
Thomas was born in 1225 at Roccasecca, a hilltop castle from which the great Benedictine abbey of Montecassino is not quite visible, midway between Rome and Naples. At the age of
five, he was entered at Montecassino where his
studies began. When the monastery became a
battle site—not for the last time—Thomas was
transferred by his family to the University of
Naples. It was here that he came into contact
with the “new” Aristotle and with the Order of
Preachers or Dominicans, a recently founded
mendicant order. He became a Dominican over
the protests of his family and eventually went
north to study, perhaps first briefly at Paris, then
at Cologne with Albert the Great, whose interest
in Aristotle strengthened Thomas's own predilections. Returned to Paris, he completed his
studies, became a Master and for three years occupied one of the Dominican chairs in the
Faculty of Theology. The next ten years were
spent in various places in Italy, with the mobile
papal court, at various Dominican houses, and
eventually in Rome. From there he was called
back to Paris to confront the controversy variously called Latin Averroism and Heterodox
Aristotelianism. After this second three year
stint, he was assigned to Naples. In 1274, on his
way to the Council of Lyon, he fell ill and died
on March 7 in the Cistercian abbey at
Fossanova, which is perhaps twelve miles from
Roccasecca.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

A Prayer for Peace in the World
Lord Jesus Christ, who are called the
Prince of Peace, who are yourself our
peace and reconciliation, who so often
said, “Peace to you,” grant us peace.
Make all men and women witnesses of
truth, justice, and brotherly love. Banish
from their hearts whatever might endanger peace.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is
taking place every Monday through
Saturday from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The
rosary is prayed at 8:30 AM each
morning. All are invited to stop by and
spend some time in the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament. Whether it’s for one
day a week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a
stop in to Church, it’s a wonderful way
to begin our day.
As Jesus calls us to come to be His
disciples, let us pray for the strength to
do His will.

Enlighten our rulers that they may
guarantee and defend the great gift of
peace.
May all peoples of the earth become as
brothers and sisters. May longed-for peace
blossom forth and reign always over us all.
— St. John XXIII

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers
in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.
The parish values and welcomes each
person’s gift of time, talent and treasure. As a
faith-filled community, we are committed to
minister to the spiritual, educational and

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams, George
Behringer, Augustin Cisneros, Martha Calado, James
Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler,
Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter
Also remember in your prayers all the

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 24, 2021
“Come after me, and I will make
you fishers of men.”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or

Banns of Marriage
1std Time:
Steven Del Giorno
Corpus Christi
Woodside, NY
And
Alicia Rivera
Corpus Christi

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of
God"

Join us in our virtual scripture study. We meet every
Thursday at 7:30pm. The January 28th meeting will
cover the study of John, Chapter 12.
We are using Zoom as our platform. Technical assistance
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using
the program.
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using
the Little Rock Scripture program. Study booklets will
be provided.
If you are interested in joining the study group or would
like further information, please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the
rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-All Are Welcome!

FOCUS:
Prepare each day for the end of our earthly lives.

There is an ancient practice of reflection on
mortality that goes as far back as Socrates:
Meminto Mori, or Remember, thou art mortal.
Today’s Scriptures are perfect for the Christian
spiritual practice of thinking about our life and
eventual death - a reminder that our ultimate goal
in faith is to live with God after this life. Awareness of our own mortality should spur us to act

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy
Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be
thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to
receive Jesus, that special time we have with our
Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be
distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking
with the person on the end of the pew.
The Roman Missal states that,

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering

Next weekend, January 30/31, the second
collection will be for Catholic Schools.
Please be as generous as your means allow.
Thank you.

Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Collections 1/16-17

$3,888.00

School parents must use church
envelopes.

During this time of Covid-19,
if you are not feeling well,
have a temperature, or have a
cough, please stay home and
watch the mass on television.
There are a number of stations
that carry Sunday Mass for
you to watch. Please know
this is for your health and the
health of others. Remember to
continue to wear a mask and
maintain social distancing
while attending Mass.

Please do not leave your unwanted religious
mail on the radiators in the vestibule of
Church. Things like that are not to be left
around so that no one else has to touch
them. Also when the heat comes up those
radiator covers get very hot and I do not
want to have a problem with paper materials
on the cover of the radiators.
Thank you for your cooperation in this
matter.
Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

For each car, truck or van, running or not,
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per
vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a
family member, friend or neighbor has an old or
neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would
like to dispose of.
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at

PRAYER TO MARY DURING THE
CORONAVIRUS PANADEMIC
O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey
as a sign of salvation and hope.

If you have a child beginning first grade in public
school, it is time to register for Religious
Education. Diocesan guidelines require two years
of instructions prior to the reception of a
Sacrament. If your child is already in the first
grade and missed this year, call the Office of
Religious Education to set up an appointment to
discuss the options.
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the Cross were near to the pain of Jesus,
keeping your faith firm.
You, salvation of the Roman people, know what we
need and we trust that you will provide for those
needs so that, as at Cana of Galilee, joy and celebration may return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform
ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what
Jesus tells us. He who took our sufferings upon
Himself, and took up our sorrows to bring us
through the Cross to the joy of the Resurrection
Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy
Mother of God. Do not despose our pleas - we who

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW
SOMEONE WHO…

Has expressed an interest in becoming
Catholic?
Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not
celebrated the Sacraments of
Eucharist and/or Confirmation?
Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
is what you're looking for!
Sessions focus on the teachings and
experience of the Church as well as prepare
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season.
For information please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM

