The Epiphany of The Lord

Mass Intention

Today’s Readings
The Epiphany of the Lord

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3–The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 A.M.
For the People of St. Francis
9:30 A.M.
Slaminski Kazimierz
11:00 A.M. Jennifer Ronacher
12:30 P.M. Alfonso Calogero Annibale
Carmillo Carulo

Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Matthew 2:1-12

Readings for the Week

MONDAY, JANUARY 4- St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
9:00 A.M.
Laurie Hengl (Healing Mass)
TUESDAY, JANUARY 5 - St. John Neumann
9:00 A.M.
Edward Montell

MONDAY:

1 John 3:22-4:6
Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6- WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Alejandra Prudente

TUESDAY:

1 John 4:7-10
Mark 6:34-44

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Fortunata Giglio

WEDNESDAY:

1 John 4:11-18
Mark 6:45-52

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Elia Filomena Cinquemani

THURSDAY:

1 John 4:19-5:4
Luke 4:14-22a

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Maryluz Melenciano

FRIDAY:

1 John 5:5-13
Luke 5:12-16

5:00 P.M.

SATURDAY:

I John 5:14-21
John 3:22-30

For the People of St. Francis

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10– The Baptism of the Lord
8:00 A.M.
Holy Name
9:30 A.M.
Spampenato Family
11:00 A.M. For the People of St. Francis
12:30 P.M. Gilda Companaro
Yolanda Palazzolo
Amadio Irentini
Marino Viscovich
Diana Viscovich

The Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
Acts 10:34-38
Mark 1:7-11

My Dear Parishioners,
Today we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany. We read the story of the Three
Wise Men who traveled a great distance from the East, led by the light of a
star, to find and pay homage to the newborn King of the Jews.
The beautiful and majestic star the Magi followed led them to no mere
human king. Rather, it led them to the world’s true Light, its Savior, Jesus
Christ. After paying homage to the Christ-child and presenting him with their
gifts, the Magi could depart, most probably in peace, having encountered and
been illumined by the world’s true Light.
Now what are some of the implications of the Magi’s story for us? One
implication is that it is absolutely possible to find meaning to our lives which
fills us with hope and brings us the blessings of peace, joy and true
happiness. The necessary quality needed to help us find what we have been
looking for is the willingness to walk by the light of faith. The Magi seemed to
have done this as they followed the light of the star of Bethlehem, trusting it
would lead them to something wonderful.
Through our faith, we have been illuminated, as well, by the world’s true
light, Jesus, bringing us to understand that we are children of God, children
of the Light. Bearing this in mind, may we, on this feast of the Epiphany,
offer the greatest gift we can give Jesus, the gift of ourselves. May we also
open our hearts more fully to His light and love, so the light of faith may
shine more brightly within us, and many others may come to share in the
treasure and joy we have found.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

Sunday January 3, 2021
The Feast of
The Epiphany of the Lord
The visit of the Magi occurs directly before the story of the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt.
Matthew’s Gospel tells a version of Jesus’ birth that is different than the one in Luke. Of the
actual birth of Jesus, Matthew tells us little more than, “When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, in the days of King Herod . . . ” The story of the census is found only in Luke’s Gospel,
but we hear about the visit of the Magi only in Matthew’s Gospel.
We know little about the Magi. They come from the East and journey to Bethlehem, following
an astrological sign, so we believe them to be astrologers. We assume that there were three
Magi based upon the naming of their three gifts. The Gospel does not say how many Magi
paid homage to Jesus. In Matthew’s Gospel, they represent the Gentiles’ search for a savior.
Because the Magi represent the entire world, they also represent our search for Jesus.
We have come to consider the gifts they bring as a foreshadowing of Jesus’ role in salvation.
We believe the meaning of the gifts to be Christological. Gold is presented as representative of
Jesus’ kingship. Frankincense is a symbol of his divinity because priests burned the substance
in the Temple. Myrrh, which was used to prepare the dead for burial, is offered in anticipation
of Jesus’ death.
The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or “showing forth.” Historically several moments
in Christ’s early life and ministry have been celebrated as “epiphanies,” including his birth in
Bethlehem, the visit of the Magi, his baptism by John, and his first miracle at Cana.

Baptisms
We welcome those who were Baptized during the
month of December 2020.

Michael Fiorello Masullo

Purgatorial Society
The following names have been enrolled in our Purgatorial
Society for the month of December 2020. Please remember to
continue to pray for their families.

Agatha Ciarletta
Robert Jacoby
Linda Leis

Recently Deceased
The following have passed away during the month of December 2020.
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish.

Andrew J. Sanchez
Giuseppe Carlino
Margaret Mary Simpson
Francis McDonald
Mary Alice Bray
Anne Damaduk

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic community that is centered in Jesus, gathers in
worship and witnesses the Gospel message. The parish values and welcomes each person’s
gift of time, talent and treasure. As a faith-filled community, we are committed to minister to
the spiritual, educational and material needs of all people.

.

Monday January 4, 2021
The Feast of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Mother Seton is one of the keystones of the American Catholic Church. She founded the first American
religious community for women, the Sisters of Charity. She opened the first American parish school and
established the first American Catholic orphanage.
All this she did in the span of 46 years while raising
her five children.
Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton is a true daughter of the
American Revolution, born August 28, 1774, just
two years before the Declaration of Independence.
By birth and marriage, she was linked to the first
families of New York and enjoyed the fruits of high
society. The early deaths of her mother in 1777 and
her baby sister in 1778 gave Elizabeth a feel for
eternity and the temporariness of the pilgrim life on
earth. Far from being brooding and sullen, she faced
each new “holocaust,” as she put it, with hopeful
cheerfulness.
At 19, Elizabeth was the belle of New York and
married a handsome, wealthy businessman, William
Magee Seton. They had five children before his
business failed and he died of tuberculosis. At 30,
Elizabeth was widowed, penniless, with five small
children to support.
Three basic points led her to become a Catholic:
belief in the Real Presence, devotion to the Blessed
Mother and conviction that the Catholic Church led
back to the apostles and to Christ. Many of her
family and friends rejected her when she became a
Catholic in March 1805. To support her children,
she opened a school in Baltimore. From the beginning, her group followed the lines of a religious
community, which was officially founded in 1809.
She suffered great trials of sickness, misunderstanding, the death of loved ones (her husband and two
young daughters) and the heartache of a wayward
son. She died January 4, 1821, and became the first
American-born citizen to be beatified (1963) and
then canonized (1975).

PRAYER TO MARY DURING THE
CORONAVIRUS PANADEMIC
O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey
as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the Cross were near to the pain of Jesus,
keeping your faith firm.
You, salvation of the Roman people, know what we
need and we trust that you will provide for those
needs so that, as at Cana of Galilee, joy and celebration may return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform
ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what
Jesus tells us. He who took our sufferings upon
Himself, and took up our sorrows to bring us
through the Cross to the joy of the Resurrection
Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy
Mother of God. Do not despose our pleas - we who
are put to the test - and deliver us from every
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.

Memorials for the Weeks of
January 3, 2021
SANCTUARY LAMP
In Loving Memory of
Jennifer Ronacher
Requested by:

Davina Gelber

Tuesday January 5, 2020
The Feast of
St. John Neumann
John Neumann was born in what is now
the Czech Republic. After studying in
Prague, he came to New York at 25 and
was ordained a priest. He did missionary
work in New York until he was 29, when
he joined the Redemptorists and became
its first member to profess vows in the
United States. He continued missionary
work in Maryland, Virginia and Ohio,
where he became popular with the
Germans.
At 41, as bishop of Philadelphia, he
organized the parochial school system
into a diocesan one, increasing the
number of pupils almost twentyfold within
a short time.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is
taking place every Monday through
Saturday from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The
rosary is prayed at 8:30 AM each
morning. All are invited to stop by and
spend some time in the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament. Whether it’s for one
day a week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a
stop in to Church, it’s a wonderful way
to begin our day.
In this Christmas season Jesus is
calling us to come to Him for strength
and hope.
Time spent in the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament will bring countless
blessings to you and our parish.

Gifted with outstanding organizing ability,
he drew into the city many teaching
communities of sisters and the Christian
Brothers. During his brief assignment as
vice provincial for the Redemptorists, he
placed them in the forefront of the
parochial movement.
Well-known for his holiness and learning,
spiritual writing and preaching, on October
13, 1963, John Neumann became the first
American bishop to be beatified. Canonized in 1977, he is buried in St. Peter the .
Apostle Church in Philadelphia.
Neumann took seriously our Lord’s words,
“Go and teach all nations.” From Christ he received his instructions and the power to carry
them out.

On Sunday, January 10th, the 8:00am Mass
is the Holy Name Mass. The mission of
the Holy Name Society is to promote
devotion and reverence for the Holy
Name of God and Jesus. What better
way than to participate in the Holy
Name Monthly Mass. All are invited to
join in this celebration.

If you have a child beginning first grade in public
school, it is time to register for Religious
Education. Diocesan guidelines require two years
of instructions prior to the reception of a
Sacrament. If your child is already in the first
grade and missed this year, call the Office of
Religious Education to set up an appointment to
discuss the options.
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW
SOMEONE WHO…

Has expressed an interest in becoming
Catholic?
Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not
celebrated the Sacraments of
Eucharist and/or Confirmation?
Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
is what you're looking for!
Sessions focus on the teachings and
experience of the Church as well as prepare
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season.
For information please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM
or by appointment

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,
George Behringer, Augustin Cisneros, Mario Floramo,
Martha Calado, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler,
Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo, Thereesa Unter
Also remember in your prayers all the
deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

The Epiphany of the Lord
January 3, 2021
“Rise up in splendor! Your light
has come.”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of
God"

Join us in our virtual scripture study. We meet every
Thursday at 7:30pm. The January 7th meeting will
cover John, Chapters 9 and 10.
We are using Zoom as our platform. Technical assistance
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using
the program.
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using
the Little Rock Scripture program. Study booklets will
be provided.
If you are interested in joining the study group or would
like further information, please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the
rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-All Are Welcome!
For information contact:
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com

FOCUS:
The eternal gifts of joy, hope and peace are bestowed on those who choose to live in the light of
Christ.

The voices of the prophet Isaiah, the Apostel
Paul, and the three kings - Balthazar, Caspar and
Melchior - resound today in one joyful chorus.
They are reminding us that Christ, our Light, has
come to dispel the darkness of sin and death and
to remain with us forever.

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy
Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be
thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to
receive Jesus, that special time we have with our
Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be
distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking
with the person on the end of the pew.
The Roman Missal states that,
“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one
may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”.

Reminder
Next weekend, January 9/10, the second
collection will be for the Diocesan Mission.
Please be as generous as your means allow.
Thank you.

50/50 Winners

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Christmas Offering 12/25
Catholic Charities - 12/25

$4,413.00
978.00

Collection 12/26-27
2nd Collection - Fuel

$4,459.00
793.00

My Gift to My Church

$12,088.00

December 2020

First Prize
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Mistretta
Second Prize
Mr. & Mrs. Mario J. Esposito
Third Prize
Mr. & Mrs. Alphonsus Conlon

School parents must use church
envelopes.

Congratulations!
Please be mindful that there are
people who come to church early in
order to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

During this time of Covid-19, if you are not feeling
well, have a temperature, or have a cough, please
stay home and watch the mass on television. There
are a number of stations that carry Sunday Mass for
you to watch. Please know this is for your health
and the health of others. Remember to continue to
wear a mask and maintain social distancing while
attending Mass.
Thank you for all you cooperation with the
guidelines.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you
create yours.

