The Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

JUNE 27 –Thirteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Michael Bartolo
Anna Cambareri
For the People of St. Francis
Frank Caridi
Desiderata Bucci
Laura Fosco
Giuseppina Zummo

Today’s Readings
The Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wisdom 1:13-15, 2:23-24
2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15
Mark 5:21-43

Readings for the Week

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

JUNE 28 - St. Irenaeus
Natalie Palazzolo

MONDAY:

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

JUNE 29 - Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles
Mark Coyat

Genesis 18:16-33
Matthew 8:18-22

TUESDAY:

Acts 12:1-11
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18
Matthew 16:13-19

WEDNESDAY:

Genesis 21:5, 8-20a
Matthew 8:28-34

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Magdelena Salamone
THURSDAY, JULY 1 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Marie Montana
FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

JULY 2 - WEEKDAY
Rose Ciraulo

THURSDAY:

Genesis 22:1b-19
Matthew 9:1-8

SATURDAY,
9:00 A.M.

JULY 3—St. Thomas, Apostle
Purgatorial Society
Onorata Zorovich
Mary O,Connor
Ciavarra Family
Ferdinand Bagang
Margaret McCarthy
Erika Vapenik

FRIDAY:

Genesis 23:1-4, 19;
24:1-8, 62-67
Matthew 9:9-13

SATURDAY:

Ephesians 2:19-22
John 20:24-29

5:00 P.M.

For the People of St. Francis

SUNDAY,

JULY 4– Fourteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
John Marchassalla
Helen Farrugia
Victoria Marino
Tommaso Scarlatto
Laura Fosco
Giuseppina Zummo

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ezekiel 2:2-5
2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Mark 6:1-6a

Monday, June 28, 2021
The Feast of
St. Irenaeus
The writings of St. Irenaeus entitle him to a high
place among the fathers of the Church, for they not
only laid the foundations of Christian theology but,
by exposing and refuting the errors of the gnostics,
they delivered the Catholic Faith from the real danger of the doctrines of those heretics.
He was probably born about the year 125, in one of
those maritime provinces of Asia Minor where
the memory of the apostles was still cherished and
where Christians were numerous. He was most
influenced by St. Polycarp who had known the
apostles or their immediate disciples
Many Asian priests and missionaries brought the
gospel to the pagan Gauls and founded a local
church. To this church of Lyon, Irenaeus came to
serve as a priest under its first bishop, St. Pothinus,
an oriental like himself. In the year 177, Irenaeus
was sent to Rome. It was the spread
of gnosticism in Gaul, and the ravages it was
making among the Christians of his diocese, that
inspired him to undertake the task of exposing its
errors. He produced a treatise in five books in which
he sets forth fully the inner doctrines of the various
sects, and afterwards contrasts them with the
teaching of the Apostles and the text of the Holy
Scripture. His work, written in Greek but quickly
translated to Latin, was widely circulated and succeeded in dealing a death-blow to gnosticism. At
any rate, from that time onwards, it ceased to offer a
serious menace to the Catholic faith. The date of
death of St. Irenaeus is not known, but it is believed
to be in the year 202. The bodily remains of St.
Irenaeus were buried in a crypt under the altar of
what was then called the church of St. John, but was
later known by the name of St. Irenaeus himself.
This tomb or shrine was destroyed by the Calvinists
in 1562, and all trace of his relics seems to have
perished.

Prayer to our lady QUEEN OF PEACE
Most holy and immaculate Virgin, Mother of
Jesus and our loving Mother,
being His mother, you shared in His universal
kingship. The prophets and angels proclaimed Him
King of Peace. With loving fervor in our hearts, we
salute and honor you as Queen of Peace.
We pray that your intercession may protect us and
all people from hate and discord, and direct our
hearts into the ways of peace and justice which
your Son taught and exemplified. We ask your maternal care for our Holy Father who works to reconcile the nations in peace. We seek your guidance
for our head of state and other leaders as they
strive for world peace.
Glorious Queen of Peace, grant us peace in our
hearts, harmony in our families and concord
throughout the world.
Immaculate Mother, as patroness of our beloved
country, watch over us and protect us with your
motherly love. Amen

Saturday, July 3, 2021, the 9:00am Mass will
be an anointing Mass. All those who wish to
receive the Sacrament of the Sick are asked to
participate in this Mass.
All are invited to join us in prayer as we
remember to pray for all those who are in need
of God’s healing power.

Tuesday, June 29, 2021
Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles
Solemnity
St. Peter and Paul are both patron saints of Rome and considered cornerstones of the Church. St.
Peter was one of the 12 apostles, as well as the first pope and founder of the Roman Church. He
was martyred sometime around AD 64 in the circus of Nero. Since he was not a Roman citizen his
death was crucifixion. According to tradition, he requested to be crucified upside down because he
did not consider himself worthy to die in the same way as Jesus. He was buried in the Vatican
Necropolis which was next to the Circus. When the emperor Constantine converted to Christianity,
he decided to build a church in the saint’s honor above his grave. We all know this church today as
St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican City.
St. Paul was also an apostle, responsible for much of the New Testament. Although he never met
Jesus, he is widely acclaimed as one of the most important apostles who spread the word of Jesus
and the beginning of Christianity. 13 out of the 27 books of the bible are attributed to St. Paul.
During Nero’s persecution of the Christians, Paul was martyred as well. Since he was a Roman
citizen his death was the more lenient
beheading. According to tradition, his head bounced three
times, creating a spring of water with each bounce.
Why are St. Peter and Paul celebrated together? St. Peter and Paul’s day is the feast day that honors the martyrdom of the two saints, sometime between AD 64 and 68. While the church
recognizes that they may not have died on the same day, tradition says that this is the day that
they were both martyred in Rome by Emperor Nero.
The day is a solemnity or a feast day of the highest rank. This honor is reserved for only the most
important events, like events in the lives of Jesus or Mary. Therefore this emphasizes just how
important the two saints are to the Catholic faith.

Grant, we pray, O Lord our God, that we may be sustained
by the intercession of the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul,
that, as through them you gave your Church
the foundations of her heavenly office,
so through them you may help her to eternal salvation.

Saturday, July 3, 2021
Feast of
St. Thomas, Apostle
Little is recorded of St. Thomas the Apostle. Thomas was probably born in Galilee to a humble
family, but there is no indication that he was a fisherman. He was a Jew, but there is no account of
how he became an apostle to Christ. Nevertheless, thanks to the fourth Gospel his personality is
clearer to us than some of the other Twelve. Thomas’ name occurs in Matthew (10:3), Mark (3:18),
Luke (6) and Acts of the Apostles (1:13), but in the Gospel of John he plays a particularly distinctive
part. Thomas is often condemned for his lack of belief, but Thomas was equally courageous, willing
to stand by Jesus in dangerous times. He also relentlessly sought the Truth. Like an inquisitive
child, he constantly asked questions. And, his wonderful profession, “My Lord and my God,” is the
clearest declaration of Jesus’ divinity in Holy Scripture.
When Jesus announced His intention of visiting the recently deceased Lazarus in Judea—a few
miles from Jerusalem and dangerously close for someone as unpopular as He—Thomas said to his
fellow disciples: “Let us also go, that we may die with him” (John 11:16). When the worried disciples
wanted to keep Jesus from going for fear He would be stoned, Thomas, in a moment of bravery not
often expressed by the Apostles before Pentecost, rallied the others to stay by their Master come
what may.
Accounts of Thomas’ missionary activities are unreliable, but the most widely accepted report holds
that he preached in India, although he was reluctant to start the mission. According to the Acta
Thomae, the apostles divided up the world for their missionary labors, and India fell to Thomas.
However, Thomas claimed that he was not healthy enough and that a Hebrew could not teach
Indians; even a vision of Christ could not change his mind. Christ then appeared to a merchant and
sold Thomas to him as a slave for his master, a king who ruled over part of India. One story
suggests that Thomas offered to build a palace for the Indian king that would last forever. The king
gave him money, which Thomas gave to the poor. Asked to show his progress, St. Thomas explained that the palace he was building was in heaven, not on earth. Ultimately, after giving into
God’s will, Thomas was freed from slavery. He planted seeds for the new Church, forming many
parishes and building many churches along the way. To this day, Saint Thomas is venerated as the
Apostle of India. In fact, there exists a population of Christians along the Malabar Coast, on the
western coast of India, who lay claim to conversion by St. Thomas. Their tradition holds that he built
seven churches, was martyred during prayer by a spearing on the “Big Hill” near Madras, and was
buried in Mylapore, on the east coast of India. Ultimately, St. Thomas’ remains were transported to
Ortona, Italy, where they reside today.

Banns of Marriage
2nd Time:
Christopher Bosch
St. Aidan
Williston Park, NY
And
Vanessa Enea Vargas
St. Francis of Assisi
Astoria, NY

If you have a child beginning first grade in public
school, it is time to register for Religious
Education. Diocesan guidelines require two years
of instructions prior to the reception of a
Sacrament. If your child is already in the first
grade and missed this year, call the Office of
Religious Education to set up an appointment to
discuss the options.
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Please note that Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament will resume on Tuesday,
September 7th.

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers
in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.
The parish values and welcomes each person’s
gift of time, talent and treasure. As a
faith-filled community, we are committed to
minister to the spiritual, educational and
material needs of all people.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW
SOMEONE WHO…

Has expressed an interest in becoming
Catholic?
Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not
celebrated the Sacraments of
Eucharist and/or Confirmation?
Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
is what you're looking for!
Sessions focus on the teachings and
experience of the Church as well as prepare
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season.
For information please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM
or by appointment

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Steven Joyce, Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose
Williams, George Behringer, Augustin Cisneros,
Martha Calado, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim
Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter,
Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to
you seat in silence and use this special
time for prayer and thanksgiving.
Reflect that you have received the Body
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe
a prayerful silence.

Please be mindful that there are
people who come to church
early in order to pray.
Please show
respect by observing silence.

The Thirteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
June 27, 2021
“She fell down before Jesus
and told him the whole truth.”

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social
distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound
person should be equally comfortable in having the
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit
their home. If Extraordinary Ministers are willing,
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know.
Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your
name, address, and phone number. A minister will
be in contact with you to make the necessary
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister
on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when
you call the rectory.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

FOCUS:
Generosity and love come from God, and are at the
heart of being a disciple.

In the second reading, Saint Paul encourages the
Church at Corinth to be generous in their giving.
With the knowledge that our God loves us
unconditionally and generously, we can, in turn,
model generosity of love and service to others
with the grace given to us at our baptism.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Sunday Collections 6/19-6/20

$3,826.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

Church Tower Repairs
Next weekend, July 3rd and 4th, the second
collection will be for air conditioning to keep our
church cool in the summer months.
Please be as generous as your means allow.

THANK YOU to all who have donated to
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate
your generosity. As of this time we have
$29,278.00 pledged and $23,796.00 paid
towards our goal of $41,679.00.
If you have not donated to the appeal as of
this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a
donation to help us achieve our goal.
Envelopes are available in Church or you
may stop at the rectory.
Our parish receives a grant from the appeal
for our Religious Education Program and a
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help
us reach our goal since we do benefit from
the appeal.
Thank you for your support.

The front and side of the tower of Church are in
need of major repair. If you look closely at the
wood it is rotting and cracked and, in some places,
coming off. Work needs to be done before water
seeps into the stairwell going down to Msgr.
Campbell Hall. Before that happens, which would
create mold and mildew, it has to be repaired.
I have contracted with ARTECH Church Restoration, they are the company who restored the inside
of our church years ago, to do the work on the
tower. They will fasten all the loose boards and
then install custom cap aluminum siding to replicate
the existing design. This will protect the
tower and prevent any rotting or leakage of water
for years to come. The cost of this project is
$25,500.00.
I know we are in challenging times, however, if you
are able to make a donation to help defray the cost, I
would be very grateful. Please make the check out
to St. Francis of Assisi and mark the envelope
“TOWER RESTORATION”. You may place it in
any collection or drop it off at the rectory.
Thank you for your support of this project and your
help in keeping our Church in good shape. To this
day, we have received $8,055.00 in donations.
I am grateful to all those who have donated to this
project.

Msgr. Maresca

Are you being called to help our Children?
St. Francis of Assisi needs catechists and volunteers. Our present
catechists are very dedicated, but the number is limited. We are
currently 2 short for the upcoming year, and if we wish to expand
the program and follow the call of Jesus to spread and deepen the
faith of our youth, we will need more volunteers. New volunteers
could be catechists, assistants, hall or door monitors, substitutes,
etc. New catechists would not be placed into classes by
themselves except in rare occasions. Even if you can’t commit to
every week, any time you can give will help our program.
Please consider helping out with spreading the faith to the future
of the Church.
Call the Office of Religious Education at 718-278-0259 or email
(dre@sfaacademy.org) and I will contact you regarding how you
can help.

The St. John’s University Speech and
Hearing Center will be offering
“Hearing Aid Help”
from June 21, 2021 through
August 5, 2021. This is a free service and is
available for anyone who has a hearing aid
and may be experiencing some
difficulty caring for it or using it.
Please call the Center at
(718) 990-6480 to schedule an
appointment.
The Speech and Hearing Center is located at
152-11 Union Turnpike
Flushing, NY

PLEASE do NOT leave any donations
of clothing, shoes and other things that
you do not want on the front steps of
the rectory or the Church. We are
NOT collecting these things and we
have no place to keep them. You may
want to call the St. Vincent DePaul
Society and inquire if they are
collecting things at this time.
Thank you for your cooperation.

To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our afflictions, and having implored the
help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also.
Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and
through the paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly
beg you graciously to regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased
by his Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities.
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of
Jesus Christ; O most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and
corrupting influence; O our most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven
assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness.
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God’s
Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each
one of us by your constant protection, so that, supported by your example and
your aid, we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal
happiness in heaven.
Amen.

SUMMER WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
As the nice weather provides us with weekend opportunities to get away, please
remember the importance of your weekly offerings. While the summer months
bring a dip in our mass attendance and weekly offerings, it is important that we
try to meet our normal operating expenses. Those expenses do not change with
the summer season.
Please consider submitting your summer envelopes before you leave for vacation.
Those monies help us pay our summer bills and keep our budget balanced. As you
know our fiscal year ends August 31, 2021, so it is important we maintain a
balanced budget. I appreciate your cooperation in this matter.
As always, thank you for your understanding, your generosity, and your spirit of
sacrificial giving.
Have a peaceful, prayerful, enjoyable and safe summer!

SUMMER RECTORY OFFICE
HOURS- 2021
Summer Rectory Office hours will begin
Monday, June 28th and conclude
Tuesday, September 7th.
Monday to Thursday
9:00am to 12 Noon
1:00pm to 5:00pm
No Evening Hours
Friday
9:00am to 12 Noon
1:00pm to 3:00pm

SUMMER WEATHER
As the warm weather approaches, we are
blessed to have air conditioning in our
Church to keep us cool.
Unfortunately, it is not easy to please
everyone. Some say it’s too cool,
others say it’s not cool enough. A
suggestion that you bring a sweater might
help to solve the situation if you feel the
cold. Also, if it’s a sunny day, you may
want to sit on the schoolyard side of
Church, where it is usually warmer from
the suns rays coming in through the
windows. Thank you.

NO Evening Hours
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
When going on
vacation and you need to know the nearest
Catholic Church, www.masstimes.org
will assist you.
Enjoy the summer!

