
 
SUNDAY,       JUNE 6 –Corpus Christi                                                                        
8:00 A.M.       Leonard Volpe 
9:30 A.M.       Mary Cilia 
11:00 A.M.     Raymond Loud 
12:30 P.M.     Mariano Floramo 
                      The Florio Family 
                       Filipa Gambino 
                        
MONDAY,     JUNE 7 - WEEKDAY                                                                                                
9:00 A.M.        Paul Ciraulo 
 
TUESDAY,     JUNE 8 - WEEKDAY 
9:00 A.M.         The Sammut Family 
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9 - WEEKDAY                                 
9:00 A.M.         Gloria Russo 
 
THURSDAY,    JUNE 10 - WEEKDAY                                                   
9:00 A.M.         Claudio Perinuzzi 
 
FRIDAY,           JUNE 11 -  The Most Sacred Heart 
                                                        of  Jesus 
9:00 A.M.          Dr. Arthur Gualtieri 
  
SATURDAY,     JUNE 12 - The Immaculate Heart of  
                                                the Blessed Virgin Mary                                                            
9:00 A.M.          Purgatorial Society 
                          Anthony Russo                                                                  
                                                               
5:00 P.M.          Rita Vella  
 
SUNDAY,         JUNE 13– Eleventh Sunday in 
                                                   Ordinary Time                                                                                                                           
8:00 A.M.         Holy Name      
9:30 A.M.         For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.       Veneranda Splendora 
12:30 P.M.       Gino Filippo Alfonso 
                         Ettore Iocco 
                         St. Anthony 
                         Lucia Ruffini 
                         The Iele Family  
                          

Mass Intention 

The Most Holy Body and Blood of  Jesus Christ 

 

 
 

Today’s Readings 
 

 
The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

(Corpus Christi) - Solemnity  
   
       Exodus 24:3-8                  
       Hebrews 9:11-15 
       Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 
              
 
 

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  2 Corinthians 1:1-7 
   Matthew 5:1-12 
 
TUESDAY:  2 Corinthians 1:18-22 
   Matthew 5:13-16 
 
WEDNESDAY: 2 Corinthians 3:4-11 
   Matthew 5:17-19 
    
THURSDAY:  2 Corinthians 3:15-4:1, 3-6 
   Matthew 5:20-26 
 
FRIDAY:  Hosea 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9                          
   Ephesians 3:8-12, 14-19 
                                    John 19:31-37 
 
SATURDAY:   2 Corinthians 5:14-21 
   Luke 2:41-51 

 
 

The Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
       Ezekiel 17:22-34                  
       2 Corinthians 5:6-10 
       Mark 4:26-34 



 

My Dear Parishioners, 
 
As Catholics, we believe that Sunday Mass provides us with essential graces to live our faith 
throughout the week. Unfortunately, though, there are some who take the sacred liturgy for 
granted. We go to Mass, but fail to see it as a diamond, with many facets, which give it true 
beauty. It is a sacred meal, where members of the mystical body of Christ, the Church, break 
bread together, and can grow in holiness. It is a time when we hear the word of God and are 
given the opportunity for an ever-more complete participation in our Redeemer’s sacrifice 
(CCC 1372). It is also a memorial of the mystery of salvation (CCC 1098). It has all of these 
facets, and more, which we celebrate in a special way today, the Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
Jesus is the sacrificial Lamb, who offered himself for the forgiveness of our sins. At the original 
Passover of the Jews in the land of Egypt, the blood of a lamb was used to mark the homes of 
the Israelites so that God would spare them from death. Other blood sacrifices were offered to 
God by the Israelites throughout their history, as we heard in our reading from Exodus today. 
But now, because of the one perfect sacrifice made by Jesus upon the Cross, such sacrifices 
would no longer need to be made. 
 
The celebration of the sacred liturgy offers us a number of ways to encounter Jesus, who       
sacrificed himself for our salvation. We can encounter him in all the other people gathered to 
praise and worship God. We can encounter him as we hear the word of God proclaimed and 
preached. And, the most intimate way we meet our Lord is during the second half of Mass, the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist. During this part of the Mass, the bread and wine placed upon the altar 
are consecrated and changed into Christ’s very Body and Blood. When we come forward to   
receive Holy Communion, we are nourished by Jesus, himself, and strengthened, that we might 
live more like he did. 
 
Today, as we give special honor to the Body and Blood of Christ, may we always know that it 
is the source and summit of our spiritual lives. May we always believe that it is our Lord, truly 
present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. Let us open our hearts and allow our Eucharistic Lord 
to nurture our lives, as he has nourished and sustained the lives of countless believers     
throughout the centuries. 
 
 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

OH SACRAMENT MOST HOLY, OH SACRAMENT DIVINE. 
ALL PRAISE AND ALL THANKSGIVING                                                     

BE EVERY MOMENT THINE. 



Jesus Made Twelve Promises to Those Who Hold                                                        
a True Devotion to His Sacred Heart: 

1. I will give them all the graces necessary in their state of life. 

2. I will give peace in their families and will unite families that are divided. 

3. I will console them in all their troubles. 

4. I will be their refuge during life and above all in death. 

5. I will bestow the blessings of Heaven on all their enterprises. 

6. Sinners shall find in my Heart the source and infinite ocean of mercy. 

7. Tepid souls shall become fervent. 

8. Fervent souls shall rise quickly to great perfection. 

9. I will bless those places wherein the image of My Heart shall be exposed and honored and will      
imprint My love on the hearts of those who would wear this image on their person. I will also destroy in 
them all disordered movements. 

10. I will give to priests who are animated by a tender devotion to my Divine Heart the gift of touching 
the most hardened hearts. 

11. Those who promote this devotion shall have their names written in my Heart, never to be effaced. 

12. THE GREATEST PROMISE - I promise you in the excessive mercy of my Heart that my all-
powerful love will grant to all those who communicate (Receive Holy Communion) on the First Friday in 
nine consecutive months, the grace of final penitence: they will not die in my disgrace, nor without     
receiving their Sacraments. My Divine Heart shall be their safe refuge in this last moment. 

 

Friday, June 11, 2021  
The Feast of 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus 



The Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary is a devotional name used to refer to the interior life of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, her joys and sorrows, her virtues and hidden perfections, and above all, her virginal 
love for God the Father, her maternal love for her son Jesus, and her compassionate love for all               
persons.  Two elements are essential to the devotion, Mary’s interior life and the beauties of her soul, and 
Mary’s virginal body.  According to Roman Catholic theology, soul and body are necessary to the            
constitution of man.  It was in 1855, that the Mass of the Most Pure Heart of Mary formally became a part of 
the Catholic practice.  Traditionally, the heart of Mary in artwork is depicted with seven wounds or swords, in 
homage to the seven sorrows of Mary.  Also, roses or another type of flower may be wrapped around the 
heart.   

Veneration of the Immaculate Heart of Mary generally coincides with the worship of the Most Sacred Heart 
of Jesus.  However, there is a difference that explains the Roman Catholic devotion to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary.  The devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is especially directed to the “Divine Heart”, as overflow-
ing with love for humanity.  In the devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, on the other hand, the attraction 
is the love of her Immaculate Heart for Jesus and for God.   

A second difference is the nature of the devotion itself.  In devotion to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, the 
Roman Catholic venerates in a sense of love, responding to love.  In devotion to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, love is formed from study and imitation of Mary’s yes to God as the mother of Jesus.  In this devotion, 
love is more the result, than the “object” of the devotion; the object being rather to love God and Jesus by 
uniting one’s self to Mary for this purpose and by imitating her virtues, to help one achieve this.   

History of the devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary is connected in many ways to that of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus.  Christians were drawn to the love and virtues of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and this 
paved the devotion from the beginning.  Early Christians had compassion for the Virgin Mary, and the     
Gospels recount prophecy delivered to her at Jesus’ presentation in the temple, and that her heart would be 
pierced with a sword.  The image of the Immaculate Heart of Mary with the pierced heart is the most popular 
representation.  St. John’s Gospel further invites us to the attention of Mary’s heart with its depiction of Mary 
at the foot of the cross at Jesus’ crucifixion.  St. Augustine tells us that Mary was more blessed in having 
born Christ in her heart, than in having conceived him in the flesh.   
 
 

 

Saturday, June 12, 2021  
The Feast of The Immaculate Heart of 

The Blessed Virgin Mary 



Purgatorial Society 

Welcome New Parishioners 
 

We welcome those who registered in our parish during  
the month of  May 2021. 

 

Kaitlin & Timothy Marriott 
Nilsa Crespo 

Antonio & Rossella Magliulo 
 

Recently Deceased 
  

The following have passed away during the month of May 2021.   
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish. 

 

 

Riccardo Cicconetti 
Tommaso Scarlatto 
Joseph J. Argenzio 
Helen Gigantiello 

Erika Vapenik 
Fernande Sabounghi 

Joseph Edward Petrizzo 
Adoracion Bagang 

 

 

The following names have been enrolled in our Purgatorial  
Society for the month of May 2021.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for their families. 
 
 

Maureen T. Larsen 
Mark O’Neill 

Fernande Sabounghi 
 

 

We welcome those who were Baptized during the  
month of  May 2021. 

 
 

Madison Eleanor Bandy 
Carmella Rosalie Vora 
Kaylee Rose McGowan 

Isaac Vasilis Soberal 
 

Baptisms 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On Sunday, June 13th, the 8:00am Mass is 
the Holy Name Mass. The mission of  
the Holy Name Society is to promote        
devotion and reverence for the Holy 

Name of God and Jesus. What better way 
than to participate in the Holy Name 

Monthly Mass. All are invited to join in 
this celebration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is 

taking place every Monday through      
Saturday from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The 

rosary is prayed at 8:30 AM each morning. 
All are invited to stop by and spend some 

time in the presence of the Blessed      

Sacrament. Whether it’s for one day a 
week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a stop in to 

Church, it’s a  wonderful way                  

to begin our day. 
 

 Time spent in the presence of the Blessed   

Sacrament will bring countless blessings 
to you and our parish. 

 

Please note that adoration will end on   
Saturday, June 19th and will resume on 

Tuesday, September 7th. 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic com-
munity that is centered in Jesus,  gathers in 
worship and witnesses the Gospel message.  

The parish values and welcomes each person’s 
gift of time, talent and  treasure.  As a        

faith-filled community, we are committed to 
minister to the spiritual, educational and    

material needs of all  people.      

 
 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most  
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Steven Joyce, Ana Balint, John Wrenn,  Rose     
Williams,  George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  
Martha Calado,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  

  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   

Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim 
Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  
 Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter,  

Angelo Niakas, Serdjo Pavich & Peter Lopez. 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

Corpus Christi 
June 6, 2021 

 

     “Christ came as high priest.” 
 

 

Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
   deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at   
(718) 827-2454 or                                              

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS:  
 

Jesus establishes the new covenant between God 
abd His people with His body and blood. 

 
Since the beginning of time, God has loved and 

delighted in the people He created to share fully in 
His love.  Despite their repeated rejection and be-

trayal of Him, God’s love for His people never 
ended.  In Jesus, and the giving of His body and 
blood, God offers us the way to become one with 

Him and know His love completely.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners  
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social 

distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary 
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound 
person should be equally comfortable in having the 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit 

their home.  If Extraordinary Ministers are willing, 
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know. 

Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy 
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. A minister will 

be in contact with you to make the necessary      
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister 

on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy  
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when 

you call the rectory. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please 
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 
wave to people in the pews. Return to 
you seat in silence and use this special 

time for prayer and thanksgiving.      
Reflect that you have received the Body 
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe 

a prayerful silence. 

 

Please be mindful that there are 
people who come to church   

early in order to pray.  
 

Please show 
 respect by observing silence. 



St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

 
The Collection/Donation  

for the weekend: 
 

Sunday Collections  5/29-5/30                $2,753.00 
   
                 

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 

Church Tower Repairs 
 
 

The front and side of the tower of Church are in 
need of major repair.  If you look closely at the 

wood it is rotting and cracked and, in some places, 
coming off.  Work needs to be done before water 

seeps into the stairwell going down to Msgr.   
Campbell Hall.  Before that happens, which would  

create mold and mildew, it has to be  repaired. 
 

I have contracted with ARTECH Church Restora-
tion, they are the company who restored the inside 

of our church years ago, to do the work on the    
tower.  They will fasten all the loose boards and 

then install custom cap aluminum siding to replicate 
the existing design.  This will protect the  

tower and prevent any rotting or leakage of water 
for years to come.  The cost of this project is 

$25,500.00. 
 

I know we are in challenging times, however, if you 
are able to make a donation to help defray the cost, I 
would be very grateful.  Please make the check out 

to St. Francis of Assisi and mark the envelope  
“TOWER RESTORATION”.  You may place it in 

any collection or drop it off at the rectory.   
 

Thank you for your support of this project and your 
help in keeping our Church in good  shape.  To this 

day, we have received $6,080.00 in donations. 
 

 I am grateful to all those who have donated to this 
project. 

 

Msgr. Maresca 

THANK YOU to all who have donated to 
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate 
your generosity. As of this time we have 
$27,818.00 pledged and $23,054.00 paid  

towards our goal of $41,679.00. 
If you have not donated to the appeal as of 

this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a 
donation to help us achieve our goal.       

Envelopes are available in Church or you 
may stop at the rectory.  

 
Our parish receives a grant from the appeal 
for our Religious Education Program and a 
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital 
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help 
us reach our goal since we do benefit from 

the appeal. 
 

Thank you for your support. 



 

Reminder 

If you have a child beginning first grade in public 

school, it is time to register for Religious              

Education.  Diocesan guidelines require two years 
of instructions prior to the reception of a            

Sacrament. If your child is already in the first 

grade and missed this year, call the Office of        

Religious Education to set up an appointment to 

discuss the options. 
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,  

 (718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org 

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW  
 

SOMEONE WHO… 
 

Has expressed an interest in becoming  
Catholic? 

Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not  
celebrated the Sacraments of  

  Eucharist and/or Confirmation? 
 

Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
is what you're looking for!      

 
Sessions focus on the teachings and                        

experience of the Church as well as prepare  
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of  

Baptism,  Confirmation, and Eucharist during the 
Easter  season.    
 

 For information please contact our   
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at 

(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.  
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM 

or by appointment 
                                   

 

    

50/50 Winners  
 May 2021 

 

 

First Prize 
Mr. & Mrs. Victor DiDonato 

 

Second Prize 
Mrs. Marie Guerriero  

 

Third Prize 
Mr. & Mrs. Elia Garcia 

 
 

                             Congratulations!          

PLEASE do NOT leave any donations of 
clothing, shoes and other things that you do 
not want on the front steps of the rectory or 
the Church. We are NOT collecting these 
things and we have no place to keep them. 
You may want to call the St. Vincent De-

Paul Society and inquire if they are         
collecting things at this time. 

 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are working on compiling a draft of the 
2021-2022 Parish Calendar.  All dates were 

due by June 1st.  If you haven’t already 
done so, please  submit the dates for your 
organization or group as soon as possible.   

 

As we continue to work together as a    
Parish family, we ask for everyone’s            

cooperation.   

tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org
tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org







