Fifth Sunday of Easter

Today’s Readings

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

MAY 2 –Fifth Sunday of Easter
Carmen Gauci
Raymond Loud
Aldo Ghirardi
Anna Maria Ciolini Chille
Anna Milazzo
Salvatore faraci

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

MAY 3– Sts. Philip and James, Apostles
Victor Salamone

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

MAY 4 - WEEKDAY
Mary DiPietro

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:26-31
1 John 3:18-24
John 15:1-8

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

1 Corinthians 15:1-8
John 14:6-14

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Rose Syracuse

TUESDAY:

Acts 14:19-28
John 14:27-31a

THURSDAY, MAY 6 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Joseph Hili Sr.

WEDNESDAY:

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

MAY 7 - WEEKDAY
Jean Miller

Acts 15:1-6
John 15:1-8

THURSDAY:

SATURDAY,
9:00 A.M.

MAY 8 - WEEKDAY
Purgatorial Society
Francis Caridi
Maria Nicolett
Pat Lombardi

Acts 15:7-21
John 15:9-11

FRIDAY:

Acts 15:22-31
John 14:1-6

SATURDAY:

Acts 16:1-10
John 15:18-21

5:00 P.M.
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

For the People of St. Francis
MAY 9– Fifth Sunday of Easter
Holy Name
Mother’s Day Novena
Patricia Hili
Giuseppina Anna Volpe
Caloge Pina Annibale
Filomenia Cinquemani
Giovanna Cinquemani
Lina Valentini
The Ruffini Family

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48
1 John 4:7-10
John 15:9-17

My Dear Parishioners,
From the moment of conception, our life in the womb is dependent on our mother. Slowly, as we
develop, the umbilical cord forms, connecting us to our mother until it is cut at birth. As a baby and
as a young child we remain totally dependent on our parents and other adults. Without them we
would not survive. Even as adolescents and adults we still need each other, though not in the same
way as when we were infants. As we grow older, some of us may forget the importance of our
relationship with other people and with God. There is a tendency among many of us to try to go it
alone, carrying our burdens by ourselves. Is this what God wants for us? Does anything we know
about God suggest he wants us to live isolated lives, disconnected from him and other people? The
relationship that we believe is expressed in the Blessed Trinity would seem to say NO. Father, Son,
and Spirit live in love with each other. God intends the same for us: we are to be one with him, and
live in fellowship with one another.
Today’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles tells us of Paul’s nearly unbreakable attachment to
Jesus and his mission. This should serve as an example for us. Paul’s conversion while on the road to
Damascus was so profound that it brought him to depend totally on Jesus to guide his life. Paul’s
persecution of the followers of Jesus was known among the disciples, yet, in a very short time, Paul
had turned from persecutor to witness for Jesus. We can understand the kind of disruption that his
presence would have caused as he came to Jerusalem, proclaiming Jesus as the Son of God. Not only
was his preaching cause for alarm among the Jewish leaders, it was also cause for anxiety among the
disciples of Jesus. How could it be that a zealot like Paul could completely reverse his course in life?
The answer lies in his newly found relationship with Jesus, one that Jesus initiated and that Paul
enthusiastically accepted.
Reflecting on Paul’s decision to join his life to that of Jesus, we might ask ourselves, are we ready to
intertwine our lives with the life of Jesus and follow his command to love one another? In the
Gospel, Jesus gives us the image of the vine and branches to demonstrate how crucial it is for us to
be in union with him. Jesus wants us to say yes to his invitation to have life in him. And if we say yes
to Jesus, we must be prepared for him to ask even more of us. Choosing life in Jesus is just the first
step.
The exhortation in the First Letter of John is that we believe in Jesus Christ and that we love one
another. They go hand in hand. Our relationship with Jesus can not exist apart from our relationship
with each other. It is in showing love for one another that we make evident our love for Jesus. By
following his command to love our neighbor as our self, we are remaining true to Jesus and bearing
the good fruit of love he calls us to bear.
All the Blessings of the Risen Lord,
Msgr. Maresca

Congratulations to Father Francis Asagba on being named
the Administrator of St. Bonaventure-St. Benedict the Moor
Parish. The people in his new parish will be so blessed with
him. While this is exciting news for Father Francis to get
his own parish, it is sad news for us because he will be
leaving St. Francis of Assisi. We are losing a good priest and
a dear friend. Fr. Francis has been with us for six years and
has touched the lives of many parishioners. He will always
be remembered in our hearts and in our prayers.
Fr. Francis will end his assignment here on June 30th but
will remain living here until September 1st when he reports
to his new parish. We will have a special mass and reception
for Fr. Francis in September. More information will follow.
I want to welcome to the Parish Family of St. Francis of
Assisi Fr. Peter Nguyen. Fr. Peter will begin his ministry at
St. Francis of Assisi on June 30th. Father Peter is ordained
18 years and is coming from Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish in Astoria. We wish him well in his ministry here and
assure him of our prayers.

St. Francis of Assisi wishes to congratulate our
children who received their
First Holy Communion
on May 1, 2021
Ryan Aiello
Anthon Allocca
Vincent Allocca
Chloe Andayay
Megan Bajada
Antonio Barone
Arabella Barrameda
Sophia Brennan
Faith Brown
Brianna Brunelli
Gianna Budinich
Christopher Burke
John Ceron
Grace Cersosimo
Christian Collaco
Rodrigo Daley
Chelsea DeCaro
Jacob Delosrios
Angelina Di Salvatore
Michael Fabrizi
Olivia Harkins

Sofia Harkins
Adrian Ippolito
Colette Longuinho
Peter Massaro
Jacob Mateo
Abigail Mc Donough
Matthew Mimnaugh
Grace Nando
Lukas Norkunas
Valentina O’Toole
Maria Pehr
Joseph Pepe
Mia Pereira Pariente
Noah Quaresimo
Sofia Salagado
Luka Sango
Jace Sheinman
Michael Sheridan
Mia Siano
Joseph Sierra
Emma Velasco-Vania

Monday May 3, 2021
The Feast of
Saints Philip and James
James, Son of Alphaeus: We know nothing of this man except his name, and, of course, the fact
that Jesus chose him to be one of the 12 pillars of the New Israel, his Church. He is not the James
of Acts, son of Clopas, “brother” of Jesus and later bishop of Jerusalem and the traditional author of
the Letter of James. James, son of Alphaeus, is also known as James the Lesser to avoid
confusing him with James the son of Zebedee, also an apostle and known as James the Greater.
Philip: Philip came from the same town as Peter and Andrew, Bethsaida in Galilee. Jesus called
him directly, whereupon he sought out Nathanael and told him of the “one about whom Moses
wrote” (Jn 1:45).
Like the other apostles, Philip took a long time coming to realize who Jesus was. On one occasion,
when Jesus saw the great multitude following him and wanted to give them food, he asked Philip
where they should buy bread for the people to eat. Saint John comments, “[Jesus] said this to test
him, because he himself knew what he was going to do” (Jn 6:6). Philip answered, “Two hundred
days’ wages worth of food would not be enough for each of them to have a little [bit]” (Jn 6:7).
John’s story is not a put-down of Philip. It was simply necessary for these men who were to be the
foundation stones of the Church to see the clear distinction between humanity’s total helplessness
apart from God and the human ability to be a bearer of divine power by God’s gift.
On another occasion, we can almost hear the exasperation in Jesus’s voice. After Thomas had
complained that they did not know where Jesus was going, Jesus said, “I am the way. If you know
me, then you will also know my Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him” (Jn
14:6a, 7). Then Philip said, “Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us” (Jn 14:8).
Enough! Jesus answered, “Have I been with you for so long a time and you still do not know me,
Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (Jn 14:9a).
As in the case of the other apostles, we see in James and Philip human men who became foundation stones of the Church, and we are reminded again that holiness and its consequent apostolate
are entirely the gift of God, not a matter of human achieving. All power is God’s power, even the
power of human freedom to accept his gifts. “You will be clothed with power from on high,” Jesus
told Philip and the others. Their first commission had been to expel unclean spirits, heal diseases,
announce the kingdom. They learned, gradually, that these externals were sacraments of an even
greater miracle inside their persons—the divine power to love like God.

Welcome New Parishioners
We welcome those who registered in our parish during
the month of April 2021.

Raul Fuentes
Paul Dybas
Humbergues & Kenia Oliveira
Brian & Allison McHale

Baptisms
We welcome those who were Baptized during the
month of April 2021.

Ava Leigh Doran
John James Baron
Grace Marion Cersosimo
Alessandra Valentina Pereira Parienta
Penelope Gonzalez
Joseph Charles Sporton
Gaia Maria Shave
Christopher Benito Bolanos

Marriages
We welcome those who were married during
the month of April 2021

Daniel Banner & Jordana Correa

Recently Deceased
The following have passed away during the month of April 2021.
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish.

Ann Del Gioro
Maria Scenna
Jeanne Dembroski
Marie Elizabeth Shotland
Michael Grillo
Joseph Schembri
Lorraine Guerra

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is
taking place every Monday through
Saturday from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The
rosary is prayed at 8:30 AM each morning.
All are invited to stop by and spend some
time in the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament. Whether it’s for one day a
week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a stop in to
Church, it’s a wonderful way
to begin our day.
Time spent in the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament will bring countless blessings
to you and our parish.

PRAYER TO MARY DURING THE
CORONAVIRUS PANADEMIC
O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey
as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the Cross were near to the pain of Jesus,
keeping your faith firm.
You, salvation of the Roman people, know what we
need and we trust that you will provide for those
needs so that, as at Cana of Galilee, joy and
celebration may return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform
ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what
Jesus tells us. He who took our sufferings upon
Himself, and took up our sorrows to bring us
through the Cross to the joy of the Resurrection
Amen.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social
distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound
person should be equally comfortable in having the
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit
their home. If Extraordinary Ministers are willing,
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know.
Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your
name, address, and phone number. A minister will
be in contact with you to make the necessary
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister
on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when
you call the rectory.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy
Mother of God. Do not despose our pleas - we who
are put to the test - and deliver us from every
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Steven Joyce, Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose
Williams, George Behringer, Augustin Cisneros,
Martha Calado, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim
Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter
& Angelo Niakas
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

Fifth Sunday
of Easter
May 2, 2021
“He had spoken out boldly in the
name of Jesus”

"Your words, Lord, are spirit and life; You
have the words of everlasting life"
John 6:63c, 68c
The Scripture Study Group will meet on Thursday,
May 6th, with the study of the
Second Letter of John 1:1—12:13.
Join us in our virtual scripture study. We meet every
Thursday at 7:30pm.
We are using Zoom as our platform. Technical assistance
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using
the program.
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using
the Little Rock Scripture program. Study booklets will be
provided.
If you are interested in joining the study group or would
like further information, please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the
rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture
All Are Welcome!

Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

FOCUS:
Following Jesus asks much of us, but offers the
eternal love of the Father in return.

To truly stay united to Jesus, we need grounding
in two essential elements. First, by taking on the
mind of Christ and adhering to what the Church
proclaims. Second, by living in accord with the
moral teaching of the Church. Following Jesus
asks much of us but offers us the eternal love of
the Father in return.

On Sunday, May 9th, the 8:00am Mass is the
Holy Name Mass. The mission of the
Holy Name Society is to promote
devotion and reverence for the Holy
Name of God and Jesus. What better way
than to participate in the Holy Name
Monthly Mass. All are invited to join in
this celebration.

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION

After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to
you seat in silence and use this special
time for prayer and thanksgiving.
Reflect that you have received the Body
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe
a prayerful silence.

Memorials for the Week of
May 2, 2021
SANCTUARY LAMP
In Loving Memory of
Carmen Gauci
Requested by:

The Spiteri Family

REMINDER
Please be mindful that there are
people who come to church
early in order to pray.
Please show
respect by observing silence.

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus,
gathers in worship and witnesses the
Gospel message. The parish values and
welcomes each person’s gift of time, talent
and treasure. As a faith-filled community,
we are committed to minister to the
spiritual, educational and material needs
of all people.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you
create yours.

Every other pew in Church is closed in
order to observe social distancing and keep
everyone safe. I have noticed some people
disregarding the closed off pew and moving
the sign and sitting in the row. Please DO
NOT do that. I want people to be safe and to
observe social distancing. As soon as we are
able we will open the closed off pews.
However, until that time they must remain
closed and no one is to sit in them.
Thank you for your cooperation and
understanding in this matter.
Msgr. Maresca

The Golden Age Society invites all
parishioners (members and non-members)
to join with us as we honor Mary our
Mother with Mass on Monday, May 10th at
11:00am. We pray that Mary will continue
to watch over all our friends and neighbors
as we continue our journey through this pandemic.
Please enter through the main door on
21st Avenue. Masks are required.
Thank you.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Sunday Collections 4/24-25

$4,620.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

50/50 Winners
April 2021

First Prize
Mr. Lawrence C. Hanson
Second Prize
Steven Malecki& Marilou Pusung
Third Prize
Miss Rose Lenzo
Congratulations!
Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
For each car, truck or van, running or not,
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per
vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a
family member, friend or neighbor has an old or
neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would
like to dispose of.
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at
(718) 491-2525.

Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance
Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance
envelopes can be returned in any collection.
Envelopes are available at the doors of the
Church.

Church Tower Repairs
The front and side of the tower of Church
are in need of major repair. If you look
closely at the wood it is rotting and cracked
and, in some places, coming off. Work
needs to be done before water seeps into the
stairwell going down to Msgr. Campbell
Hall. Before that happens, which would
create mold and mildew, it has to be
repaired.
I have contracted with ARTECH Church
Restoration, they are the company who
restored the inside of our church years ago,
to do the work on the tower. They will
fasten all the loose boards and then install
custom cap aluminum siding to replicate the
existing design. This will protect the
tower and prevent any rotting or leakage of
water for years to come. The cost of this
project is $25,500.00.
I know we are in challenging times,
however, if you are able to make a donation
to help defray the cost, I would be very
grateful. Please make the check out to
St. Francis of Assisi and mark the envelope
“TOWER RESTORATION”. You may
place it in any collection or drop it off at the
rectory.
Thank you for your support of this project
and your help in keeping our Church in good
shape.
Msgr. Maresca

St. Francis Preparatory School
The following students from our parish
have achieved Honor Roll status:
Haley Cotilletta
Neil Gonzalesarellano
Mila Sadeghi
The following students from our parish
have merited recognition for commendable
performance:
Alberto Avalos
Katarina Mijat

If you have a child beginning first grade in public
school, it is time to register for Religious
Education. Diocesan guidelines require two years
of instructions prior to the reception of a
Sacrament. If your child is already in the first
grade and missed this year, call the Office of
Religious Education to set up an appointment to
discuss the options.
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW
SOMEONE WHO…

Has expressed an interest in becoming
Catholic?
Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not
celebrated the Sacraments of
Eucharist and/or Confirmation?

Even though you may be fully
vaccinated against the COVID 19
virus, you are still required to wear a
mask that covers your nose, mouth
and chin upon entering the church.
You must also continue to maintain
social distancing while in church.
SPREAD THE WORD
NOT THE VIRUS

Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
is what you're looking for!
Sessions focus on the teachings and
experience of the Church as well as prepare
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season.
For information please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM
or by appointment

