Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention

Today’s Readings

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8– 32nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M.
Holy Name
9:30 A.M.
For the People of St. Francis
11:00 A.M. Steve Fulop
12:30 P.M. Ida Zoppo
Cicconetti Family
Mario Tenaglia
Smigliani Family
Sarchese Family Andrea Gambino
Zulli Family
Andrea Mastrocola

All Saints - Soleminty

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9- The Dedication of the
Lanteran Basilica
9:00 A.M.
Juan Diego Betancourt

Wisdom 6:12-16
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-3

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12
1 Corinthians 3:9c-11, 16-17
John 2:13-22

TUESDAY:

Titus 2:1-8, 11-14
Luke 17:7-10

WEDNESDAY:

Titus 3:1-7
Luke 17:11-19

THURSDAY:

Philemon 7-20
Luke 17:20-25

FRIDAY:

2 John 4-9
Luke 17:26-37

SATURDAY:

3 John 5-8
Luke 18:1-8

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10 - St. Leo the Great
9:00 A.M.
Jazo Durkovic
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11- St. Martin of Tours
9:00 A.M.
John Xerri
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12 - St. Josaphat
9:00 A.M.
Saverio Giordano
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13-St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
9:00 A.M.
Alice Rohrig
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14- WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
D’Ercole Family
Martin Fogerty
Patricia McDonnell
Anamaria Paterno
5:00 P.M.

Denis Sweeney

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15– 33rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M.
Reiter Family
9:30 A.M.
Murphy Family
11:00 A.M. For the People of St. Francis
12:30 P.M. Anthony Paul Carullo
Filippo Cannovo Giustina Galante
Rosaria Cannavo
Angela Cannavo
Giuseppe Ruffini

33d Sunday in Ordinary Time
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
Matthew 25:14-30

My Dear Parishioners,
In the news these days we read of incidents involving natural disasters. Whether it be floods or earthquakes, tornados or hurricanes, we see the stories of the victims and the caring people who try to help
them. When there is loss of life and family possessions, we may empathize with those who grieve and are
sad. However, the reports may cause us to wonder if anything could have been done to prevent such
catastrophes from occurring. Certainly there are some events that are out of anyone’s control; others may
be preventable. This is the situation in today’s gospel.
The five foolish virgins were not prepared to meet the bridegroom. They didn’t take the necessary means
to sustain their oil lamps and did not remain alert enough to see what was happening. They weren’t ready
to greet the master when he arrived. What a disaster! Since the bridegroom represents the Lord, it is even
a further calamity when these five virgins try to enter later and the door is locked. To add to their misery,
they are not even recognized by the one who finally opens the door and emphatically states: “…I do not
know you.” These five virgins certainly must have felt foolish and disappointed.
How many times in our own lives have we dropped the ball and felt foolish because of our own lack of
preparation? Maybe it was that exam that we thought we didn’t need to study for or inviting people to a
party and you run out of food and drink. If we are inconsiderate of others and hurt them, we may end
appearing foolish. There is something more important than appearance that we must consider. That is our
relationship to the Lord. We must consider His invitation to us to be part of His kingdom. We cannot put
off responding to this crucial offer from the Lord, it would be disastrous for us. That is why we must
respond now.
To suffer from the effects of a flood, earthquake or tornado is a horrible thing, but to be denied everlasting
life in heaven is the ultimate tragedy. We need to take the appropriate measures to secure our relationship
with the Lord. This is one area of responsibility which we cannot leave to someone else. We each have
the responsibility to take care of our own life with the Lord. Where do we start? We begin, first with
prayer. We try to be attentive to the presence of the Lord in our lives. We attune ourselves to the example
of Christ and shape ourselves to follow God’s plan for us. We resolve to live our lives in an ongoing
dialogue with the Lord.
We can learn from these five foolish virgins. Their foolishness exposes ours. However, we are given a gift
which they did not have, the gift of time. Use this gift wisely! This gift of time can help turn our
foolishness into joy as we await that special moment when the Lord will arrive again. Hopefully each of
us will be ready to enter into heaven for that eternal banquet.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

Monday November 9, 2020
The Dedication of the
Lateran Basilica
Christians first met in homes to hear Jesus’ teachings and to celebrate the Eucharist. When the
Christians were no longer persecuted for their faith,
they built beautiful churches. Sometime before the
fourth century, a palace owned by a noble Roman
family named Laterani had been built. It became the
property of the Emperor Constantine. Constantine
had recognized Christianity as the religion of the
empire, and he donated to the Church the palace and
other buildings on the site. This became Rome’s
oldest church. It was given the title Basilica of the
Savior, but later was dedicated to John the Baptist
and called St. John Lateran.
St. John Lateran was the home of the popes—the
center of the Catholic world for many years. Twentyeight popes are buried there. Although our pope now
lives at the Vatican and presides at St. Peter’s
Basilica, St. John Lateran is considered his cathedral
as the bishop of Rome. The dedication of this basilica
is a happy occasion for the Church because it
reminds us of our beginnings, our unity. It stands as a
monument to God and all that God does through the
Church.
Today’s feast celebrates a mystery that is always
relevant: God’s desire to build a spiritual temple in
the world, a community that worships him in spirit
and truth (cf. John 4:23-24). But this observance
also reminds us of the importance of the material
buildings in which the community gathers to
celebrate the praises of God. Every community
therefore has the duty to take special care of its own
sacred buildings, which are a precious religious and
historical patrimony. For this we call upon the
intercession of Mary Most Holy, that she help us to
become, like her, the “house of God,” living temple
of his love.

Tuesday November 10, 2020
The Feast of
St. Leo the Great
With apparent strong conviction of the importance
of the Bishop of Rome in the Church, and of the
Church as the ongoing sign of Christ’s presence in
the world, Leo the Great displayed endless
dedication as pope. Elected in 440, he worked
tirelessly as “Peter’s successor,” guiding his fellow
bishops as “equals in the episcopacy and
infirmities.”
Leo is known as one of the best administrative
popes of the ancient Church. His work branched
into four main areas, indicative of his notion of the
pope’s total responsibility for the flock of Christ.
He worked at length to control the heresies of
Pelagianism—overemphasizing human freedom—
Manichaeism—seeing everything material as
evil—and others, placing demands on their
followers so as to secure true Christian beliefs.
A second major area of his concern was doctrinal
controversy in the Church in the East, to which he
responded with a classic letter setting down the
Church’s teaching on the two natures of Christ.
With strong faith, he also led the defense of Rome
against barbarian attack, taking the role of peacemaker.
In these three areas, Leo’s work has been highly
regarded. His growth to sainthood has its basis in
the spiritual depth with which he approached the
pastoral care of his people, which was the fourth
focus of his work. He is known for his spiritually
profound sermons. An instrument of the call to
holiness, well-versed in Scripture and ecclesiastical
awareness, Leo had the ability to reach the everyday needs and interests of his people. One of his
sermons is used in the Office of Readings on
Christmas.

Wednesday November 11, 2020
is the Feast of
St. Martin of Tours

Thursday November 12, 2020
is the Feast of
St. Josaphat

A conscientious objector who wanted to be a monk; a
monk who was maneuvered into being a bishop; a bishop
who fought paganism as well as pleaded for mercy to
heretics—such was Martin of Tours, one of the most
popular of saints and one of the first not to be a martyr.

In 1964, newspaper photos of Pope Paul VI
embracing Athenagoras I, the Orthodox patriarch of
Constantinople, marked a significant step toward the
healing of a division in Christendom that has
spanned more than nine centuries.

Born of pagan parents in what is now Hungary, and
raised in Italy, this son of a veteran was forced at the age
of 15 to serve in the army. Martin became a Christian
catechumen and was baptized when he was 18. It was
said that he lived more like a monk than a soldier. At 23,
he refused a war bonus and told his commander: “I have
served you as a soldier; now let me serve Christ. Give the
bounty to those who are going to fight. But I am a soldier
of Christ and it is not lawful for me to fight.” After great
difficulties, he was discharged and went to be a disciple
of Hilary of Poitiers.

In 1595, the Orthodox bishop of Brest-Litovsk in
present-day Belarus and five other bishops
representing millions of Ruthenians, sought reunion
with Rome. John Kunsevich—who took the name
Josaphat in religious life—was to dedicate his life,
and die for the same cause. Born in what is now
Ukraine, he went to work in Wilno and was
influenced by clergy adhering to the 1596 Union of
Brest. He became a Basilian monk, then a priest, and
soon was well known as a preacher and an ascetic.

He was ordained an exorcist and worked with great zeal
against the Arians. Martin became a monk, living first at
Milan and later on a small island. When Hilary was
restored to his see following his exile, Martin returned to
France and established what may have been the first
French monastery near Poitiers. He lived there for 10
years, forming his disciples and preaching throughout the
countryside.
The people of Tours demanded that he become their
bishop. Martin was drawn to that city by a ruse—the need
of a sick person—and was brought to the church, where
he reluctantly allowed himself to be consecrated bishop.
Some of the consecrating bishops thought his rumpled
appearance and unkempt hair indicated that he was not
dignified enough for the office.
Along with Saint Ambrose, Martin rejected Bishop
Ithacius’s principle of putting heretics to death—as well as
the intrusion of the emperor into such matters. He
prevailed upon the emperor to spare the life of the heretic
Priscillian. For his efforts, Martin was accused of the
same heresy, and Priscillian was executed after all.
Martin then pleaded for a cessation of the persecution of
Priscillian’s followers in Spain. He still felt he could
cooperate with Ithacius in other areas, but afterwards his
conscience troubled him about this decision.
As death approached, Martin’s followers begged him not
to leave them. He prayed, “Lord, if your people still need
me, I do not refuse the work. Your will be done.”

He became bishop of Vitebsk at a relatively young
age, and faced a difficult situation. Most monks,
fearing interference in liturgy and customs, did not
want union with Rome. By synods, catechetical instruction, reform of the clergy, and personal example,
however, St. Josaphat was successful in winning the
greater part of the Orthodox in that area to the union.
But the next year a dissident hierarchy was set up,
and his opposite number spread the accusation that
Josaphat had “gone Latin” and that all his people
would have to do the same. He was not enthusiastically supported by the Latin bishops of Poland.
Despite warnings, he went to Vitebsk, still a hotbed
of trouble. Attempts were made to foment trouble and
drive him from the diocese: A priest was sent to
shout insults to him from his own courtyard. When
Josaphat had him removed and shut up in his house,
the opposition rang the town hall bell, and a mob
assembled. The priest was released, but members of
the mob broke into the bishop’s home. Josaphat was
struck with a halberd, then shot, and his body thrown
into the river. It was later recovered and is now
buried in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. He was the
first saint of the Eastern Church to be canonized by
Rome.
Josaphat’s death brought a movement toward Catholicism and unity, but the controversy continued,
and the dissidents, too, had their martyr. After the
partition of Poland, the Russians forced most
Ruthenians to join the Russian Orthodox Church.

Friday November 13, 2020
is the Feast of
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
Frances Xavier Cabrini was the first United States citizen to be canonized. Her deep trust in
the loving care of her God gave her the strength to be a valiant woman doing the work of
Christ.
Refused admission to the religious order which had educated her to be a teacher, she began
charitable work at the House of Providence Orphanage in Cadogno, Italy. In September 1877,
she made her vows there and took the religious habit.
When the bishop closed the orphanage in 1880, he named Frances prioress of the
Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart. Seven young women from the orphanage joined her.
Since her early childhood in Italy, Frances had wanted to be a missionary in China but, at the
urging of Pope Leo XIII, Frances went west instead of east. She traveled with six sisters to
New York City to work with the thousands of Italian immigrants living there.
She found disappointment and difficulties with every step. When she arrived in New York,
the house intended to be her first orphanage in the United States was not available. The
archbishop advised her to return to Italy. But Frances, truly a valiant woman, departed from
the archbishop’s residence all the more determined to establish that orphanage. And she
did.
In 35 years, Frances Xavier Cabrini founded 67 institutions dedicated to caring for the poor,
the abandoned, the uneducated and the sick. Seeing great need among Italian immigrants
who were losing their faith, she organized schools and adult education classes.
As a child, she was always frightened of water, unable to overcome her fear of drowning.
Yet, despite this fear, she traveled across the Atlantic Ocean more than 30 times. She died of
malaria in her own Columbus Hospital in Chicago.

“I will go anywhere and do anything in order to communicate the love of Jesus to those who
do not know Him or have forgotten Him.”
Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini

The Rectory Office will be closed on
Wednesday, November 11, 2020 in
observance of Veterans Day.

PARISH OUTREACH PROGRAM
St. Francis of Assisi Parish will begin
a new outreach program beginning
with the season of Advent. I am
grateful to Deacon Tom and his wife
Jane and Deacon Giovanni who
agreed to be the team to implement
this program.

Veteran’s Day Prayer
Dear Lord,
Today we honor our veterans, worthy men
and women who gave their best when they
were called upon their country. We pray that
you will bless them, Lord, for their unselfish
service to preserve our country’s heritage
for all of us. Bless them abundantly for the
sacrifices they made for their many
contributions to America’s victories. We
respect them, we thank them, we honor
them, we are proud of them, and we pray
that you will watch over their special people
and bless them with peace and happiness.
Amen

They will reach out by phone to all
who had a child baptized in St.
Francis of Assisi. Also, they will be in
contact with those who lost a loved
one and those who were married in
our parish. It will present a
wonderful opportunity to let them
know that we care, that we want to
assist them if needed, and that they
belong to our parish family.
I ask for your prayers for this new
ministry and the team members who
will represent our parish.
Msgr. Maresca

ATTENTION USHERS
Beginning the weekend of
November 28th and 29th, at every
Mass, we will resume taking the
collection at the Offertory in the
usual manner. Please remember to
wear your mask.
Thank you.

If you have a child beginning first grade in public
school, it is time to register for Religious
Education. Diocesan guidelines require two years
of instructions prior to the reception of a
Sacrament. If your child is already in the first
grade and missed this year, call the Office of Religious Education to set up an appointment to discuss the options.
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org

ATTENTION:
Please DO NOT light the candles in Church by
using another candle. One could get burned and the
wax is dripping all over the candle stands creating a
mess. PLEASE use the lighter. If you have trouble
with the lighter, ask for help.

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW
SOMEONE WHO…

Has expressed an interest in becoming
Catholic?
Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not
celebrated the Sacraments of
Eucharist and/or Confirmation?

ADVENT WREATH CANDLES

Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
is what you're looking for!

If anyone would like to memorialize
the Advent Candles, please stop by the
rectory as soon as possible.

Sessions focus on the teachings and
experience of the Church as well as prepare
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season.

The donation is $75.00 a candle.

For information please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.

Please remember there are only
4 candles on the Advent Wreath.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM
or by appointment

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,
George Behringer, Augustin Cisneros, Mario Floramo,
Martha Calado, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler,
Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo
Also remember in your prayers all the
deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

Pro-Life Mass & Prayer Vigil
Please consider attending the
Pro-Life Mass on Saturday,
November 21, 2020. The 7:30am Mass will be
celebrated at St. Mary Church located at :
10-08 49th Avenue
Long Island City, NY

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of
God"

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN
Join us in our virtual scripture study. We meet every
Thursday at 7:30pm. The November 12th meeting will
cover John, Chapters 4 and 5.
We are using Zoom as our platform. Technical assistance
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using
the program.
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using
the Little Rock Scripture program. Study booklets will be
provided.
It is never too late to begin the study. If you are interested
in joining the study group or would like further information, please contact us through our email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory at (718) 7287801. Please be sure to leave your name and contact
information.
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-All Are Welcome!
For information contact:
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com

FOCUS:

The Mass will be followed by a Rosary Procession.

Let us remain vigilant as we await Jesus return.

For further information please visit
helpersbrooklynny.org

Do we live each day as if we were to meet God at
any moment? As Christians, we know that this
life is not the end. But we must stay awake and
be prepared to meet the Lord, because we do not
know the day or the hour of His return.

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers
in worship and witnesses the Gospel
message. The parish values and welcomes
each person’s gift of time, talent and treasure.
As a faith-filled community, we are committed
to minister to the spiritual, educational and
material needs of all people.

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 8, 2020
“For we are God’s co-workers ….”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation
Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:
vocations@diobrook.org

2021 Mass Book
The 2021 Mass Book is now open
Please note the following:
The 9 AM Mass Monday to Friday
is a single intention Mass
On Saturday the 9 AM Mass is a multiple
intention Mass and the 5 PM Mass is a single
intention Mass.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Collection 10/31-11/1

$3,910.00

School parents must use church
envelopes.

Sunday 12:30 PM Italian Mass is a multiple
intention Mass.
All Announced Masses are $15.00
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp &
Altar Candles) are $60.00
Altar Flowers are $75.00

Next weekend, November 14/15,
the second envelope is for fuel to
keep our church warm during the
winter months.
Please be as generous your means allow.

Please note all precautions will be taken for the
well-being and safety of every parishioner. All those
coming to the Rectory office must where a mask.
The Rectory office hours are:
Monday thru Friday
9:00am to 12:00 noon
1:00pm to 5:00pm
There are NO evening or Saturday hours at the
present time.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation
during this difficult time.

Thank you.

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you
create yours.

Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy
Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be
thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to
receive Jesus, that special time we have with our
Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be
distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking
with the person on the end of the pew.
The Roman Missal states that,
“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one
may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”.

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
For each car, truck or van, running or not,
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per
vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a family member, friend or neighbor has an old or neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would like to
dispose of.
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at
(718) 491-2525.

50th Anniversary Mass
November 23, 2020 - 11:00AM
Although we have not had regular meetings,
many have expressed the desire to celebrate
our 50th Anniversary with a Mass.

Molloy College
Due to the COVI19 pandemic, we will be
hosting our Open House virtually, via Zoom.
Fall Open House
Sunday, November 15, 2020
1:00 PM
To register: www.molloy/edu/openhouse
*once you register, you will receive a
Zoom link.

After a meeting with Msgr. Ralph Maresca, it
has been decided that Mass will be
celebrated on Monday,
November 23, 2020 at 11:00AM.
All members are welcome to join us. The
captains will be in contact with you. Please
let us know if you will be attending as we
must practice social distancing. All will
enter the church through the front door and
all must wear a mask.
Looking forward to seeing you at Mass.
God Bless All!

Molloy College
1000 Hempstead Avenue
Rockville Centre, NY 11571

During this time of Covid-19, if you are not feeling
well, have a temperature, or have a cough, please
stay home and watch the mass on television. There
are a number of stations that carry Sunday Mass for
you to watch. Please know this is for your health
and the health of others. Remember to continue to
wear a mask and maintain social distancing while
attending Mass.
Thank you for all you cooperation with the
guidelines.

You can take part in decorating St. Francis of Assisi Church by
memorializing a Christmas wreath during the Christmas season.
Wreaths will adorn the walls inside of the church and the fences outside that
surround the Church.
Small messages of dedication will be attached to each wreath.
ie: In loving memory of Jane Doe
Donations required to memorialize a wreath:
Outdoor Christmas Wreath:

$60

Indoor Christmas Wreath:

$75

Payments should be submitted to the rectory by December 11, 2020

