
 
 
 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 11– 28th Sunday in             
                      Ordinary Time                                             
8:00 A.M.       Holy Name  
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     Steve Fulop 
12:30 P.M.     Adriano Terranova 
                       Anthony Paul Carullo 
                       Eduardo Pistola 
                       Antonio Erricis    
 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 12- WEEKDAY 
9:00 A.M.      Fiorigio Trimarco 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13 - WEEKDAY                            
9:00 A.M.      George Paul 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14 - WEEKDAY                                 

9:00 A.M.       Josip Vlakancic 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15 - St. Theresa of Jesus 

9:00 A.M.       Nicholas Tamburrino 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16 - WEEKDAY       
9:00 A.M.       John Xerri 
  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17- St. Ignatius of Antioch   
                   
9:00 A.M.      Purgatorial Society 
                      Joseph Bajada  
                      Mary Ethel McCann 
                      Rose Nieblyski 
                      Raquel Fruchter 
                      Mary Neligan 
     Richard Oxley   
  
5:00 P.M.      John Mondello 
 
 

Mass Intention 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
  Isaiah 25:6-10a 
  Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 
  Matthew 22:1-4 

 
 

   

Readings for the Week 
 
 

 
MONDAY:  Galatians 4:22-24,26,27,31-5:1 
   Luke 11:29-32 
 
TUESDAY:  Galatians 5:1-6 
   Luke 11:37-41 
 
WEDNESDAY: Galatians 5:18-25 
   Luke 11:42-46 
    
THURSDAY:  Ephesians 1:1-10 
   Luke 11:47-54 
 
FRIDAY:  Ephesians 1:11-14 
   Luke 12:1-7 
 
SATURDAY:   Ephesians 1:15-23 
   Luke 12:8-12 
    

 
 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
  Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 
  1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b 
  Matthew 22:15-21 

   



 

My Dear Parishioners,  

We gather today as God's holy people to hear the word of God and be strengthened in the faith that brings  
us here. Jesus tells us a story, a parable that is meant to stretch us beyond where we are. God's word is  
particularly fitting in story form because it reminds us that our own life's story is meant to be  
incorporated within the Gospel.  

Listen again to the words of Jesus: "I have prepared my banquet ... come to the feast." This is not only a  
parable, but a rather powerful description of our gathering for Mass today. It is the invitation of Jesus that,  
ultimately, explains how we come to be here. In this parable we pick up some of the urgency of Jesus as  
he repeats the invitation to various groups of people. In the story, one finds a third invitation, to go into  
the main roads and invite whomever you can, an element that would in actual, normal life never to be  
done. For a king to eat with just anybody was unheard of; it would imply cutting himself off from all of  
his equals, the equivalent to political suicide.  

The God of which Jesus spoke was not exclusionary. The king invited everyone to the feast, both the  
good and the bad. Remember, it is the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus tells us that his Father makes  
the sun rise on the good and on the bad alike. This is really at the heart of Jesus' teaching: "love your  
enemies, do good to those who hate you" (Luke 6:27). So, today, we come as those from the roads and  
streets, invited to enter and fill the hall as guests.  

There is, of course, the last part of the story about the wedding garment. Here, there are clear implications  
for us and our response. Our life of faith is an ongoing and progressive deepening. We are not finished in  
our journey of faith. We are on the way. What we celebrate at the Eucharist is truly what our whole life is  
about. We share the dying and rising of Jesus, and its final event for us is still ahead. Our Christian  
growth continues throughout our lives.  

One element of this growth might be addressed with the word worthy. In the parable, the king comments  
that those first invited were not worthy. Strangely, it is also a word we speak every time we approach the  
Eucharist: "Lord, I am not worthy to receive you." Our unworthiness is recognition that we are not yet as  
open and loving as Jesus would have us be. Our prayer pleads for the word of Jesus to open our hearts to  
include all that the love of Jesus includes. This brings us back to today's parable. The invitation of the  
king is eventually to everyone. In the parable it is because the first ones invited were too busy to come,  
but our fullest understanding is that Jesus' banquet, this Eucharist, is intended for everyone. No one is  
excluded. Our not being worthy can entail excluding people we do not like, those with whom we do not  
get along and those we would never think of inviting to share the Eucharist with us.  

Today some Catholics have become so private that they are often embarrassed to speak about their faith  
and what they believe. The garment part of our response is that we make the words "invite to the feast  
whomever you find" not just our thanksgiving for being here, but our mission as we are sent forth to bring  
Christ to others. This is our great joy and delight as well as our mission from Jesus. He tells us stories so  
that we can get our lives attuned to his. "I have prepared my banquet.. .come to the feast!"  
 

 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



The gift of God to Teresa in and through which she 
became holy and left her mark on the Church and 
the world is threefold: She was a woman; she was 
a contemplative; she was an active reformer. 

As a woman, Teresa stood on her own two feet, 
even in the man’s world of her time. She was “her 
own woman,” entering the Carmelites despite 
strong opposition from her father. She is a person 
wrapped not so much in silence as in mystery. 
Beautiful, talented, outgoing, adaptable,               
affectionate, courageous, enthusiastic, she was   
totally human. Like Jesus, she was a mystery of 
paradoxes: wise, yet practical; intelligent, yet much 
in tune with her experience; a mystic, yet an         
energetic reformer; a holy woman 

Teresa was a woman “for God,” a woman of prayer, 
discipline, and compassion. Her heart belonged to 
God. Her ongoing conversion was an arduous life-
long struggle, involving ongoing purification and 
suffering. She was misunderstood,   misjudged, and 
opposed in her efforts at reform. Yet she struggled 
on, courageous and faithful; she struggled with her 
own mediocrity, her illness, her opposition. And in 
the midst of all this she clung to God in life and in 
prayer. Her writings on prayer and contemplation 
are drawn from her experience: powerful, practical, 
and graceful. She was a woman of prayer;              
a woman for God. 

Teresa was a woman “for others.” Though a      
contemplative, she spent much of her time and        
energy seeking to reform herself and the Carmel-
ites, to lead them back to the full observance of the 
primitive Rule. She founded over a half-dozen new 
monasteries. She traveled, wrote, fought—always 
to renew, to reform. In her self, in her prayer, in her 
life, in her efforts to reform, in all the people she 
touched, she was a woman for others, a woman 
who inspired and gave life. 

Her writings have helped generations of believers. 

Thursday October 15, 2020  
is the Feast of   

St. St. Theresa of Jesus 

Born in Syria, Ignatius converted to Christianity and 
eventually became bishop of Antioch. In the year 
107, Emperor Trajan visited Antioch and forced the 
Christians there to choose between death and 
apostasy. Ignatius would not deny Christ and thus 
was condemned to be put to death in Rome. 

Ignatius is well known for the seven letters he wrote 
on the long journey from Antioch to Rome. Five of 
these letters are to churches in Asia Minor; they 
urge the Christians there to remain faithful to God 
and to obey their superiors. He warns them against 
heretical doctrines, providing them with the solid 
truths of the Christian faith. 

The sixth letter was to Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, 
who was later martyred for the faith. The final letter 
begs the Christians in Rome not to try to stop his 
martyrdom. “The only thing I ask of you is to allow 
me to offer the libation of my blood to God. I am the 
wheat of the Lord; may I be ground by the teeth of 
the beasts to become the immaculate bread of 
Christ.” 

Ignatius bravely met the lions in the Circus       
Maximus. 

Ignatius’s great concern was for the unity and order 
of the Church. Even greater was his willingness to 
suffer martyrdom rather than deny his Lord Jesus 
Christ. He did not draw attention to his own         
suffering, but to the love of God which strengthened 
him. He knew the price of commitment and would 
not deny Christ, even to save his own life. 

Prayer of St. Theresa 

Let nothing disturb you; 
Let nothing frighten you. 
All things are passing. 
God never changes. 

Patience obtains all things. 
Nothing is wanting to him 

Who possesses God. 

Saturday October 17, 2020  
is the Feast of   

St. Ignatius of Antioch 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,  
George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  Mario Floramo, 

Martha Calado,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  
  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   

Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   
Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  

Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller,   John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
ChristopherAraimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler, 

Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  

 Benedicto Randazzo 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy  

Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be 

 thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to 

receive Jesus, that special time we have with our 

Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be 

distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking 

with the person on the end of the pew.                     

The Roman Missal states that,  

“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one 

may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”. 
 

 

ATTENTION: 
 

Please DO NOT light the candles in Church by  
using another candle. One could get burned and the 
wax is dripping all over the candle stands creating a 
mess. PLEASE use the lighter. If you have trouble 

with the lighter, ask for help. 

Twenty- Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 11, 2020 

 

 
“ Many are called, but few are      

chosen.” 
 

Consider a  vocation as a priest,  deacon or in the  
consecrated life.  

Contact the Vocation  
Office at  (718) 827-2454 or email:  

vocations@diobrook.org 

 

FOCUS:  
 

We are invited to live in the house of the Lord for 
all eternity. 

 
As we move to the end of another liturgical year, 
our readings begin to speak to us about the end of 
times.  Full of hope and encouragement, they are 
meant to spur us on to faithful Gospel living no 
matter what befalls us in this life.  Set among 

them is the responsorial psalm for today, Psalm 
23, where the Lord is our shepherd who leaks to 

to green pastures 

 

SFA  SCRIPTURE  STUDY 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME  
 

"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of 
God" 

 
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 

 
Join us in our virtual scripture study.  We meet every 
Thursday at 7:30pm.  The October 15th meeting will      
continue with the study of John Chapter 1. 
 
We are using Zoom as our platform.  Technical assistance 
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using 
the program. 
 
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using the 
Little Rock Scripture program.  Study booklets will be   
provided.   
 
If you are interested in joining the study group or would 
like further information, please contact us through our 
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the      
rectory at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-- 
All Are Welcome! 

For information contact: 
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com
mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 
Ensuring the Future of Your Church 

 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 

lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use their 
wills or  living trusts to make their most  

generous gifts. Please remember us when you  
create yours. 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Collection 10/3-4         $4,805.00 
      

            
School parents must use church  

envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Next weekend, October 17/18, the second         
envelope will be for World Mission     

Sunday.  Please be as generous as your 
means allow.      

 
Thank you.   

 

Reminder 

 

 
 

2021 Mass Book 
 

The 2021 Mass Book will be opening 
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 at 10:00am  

 
  Please note the following:  

 
 The 9 AM Mass Monday to Friday  

is a single intention Mass  
 

 On Saturday the 9 AM Mass is a multiple  
intention Mass and the 5 PM Mass is a single 

intention Mass. 
 

 Sunday 12:30 PM Italian Mass is a multiple  
intention Mass. 

 
 
All Announced Masses  are $15.00  
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00  
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp & 
Altar Candles) are $60.00  
Altar Flowers are $75.00 
 
  

Please note all precautions will be taken for the    
well-being and safety of every parishioner.  All those 
coming to the Rectory office must where a mask and 
will be admitted one at a time to schedule their Mass 
intentions.   
 
In order to accommodate the many requests for 
Masses, please note that each family will only be 
able to reserve three (3) Masses.  Please have        
alternate dates should your date(s) be taken.  Also, 
please PRINT the names clearly on a piece of paper 
so the process will move along smoothly.   
 
 
The Rectory office hours are: 
 

Monday thru Friday 
  

9:00am to 12:00 noon 
1:00pm to 5:00pm 

 
There are NO evening or Saturday hours at the     

present time. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation 
during this difficult time.   

        



Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
STATUE OF ST. CLARE OF ASSISI 

 

Our new statue of St. Clare of Assisi is up in the 
front of Church on the right side of the sanctuary. 
 

If anyone would like to make a donation toward the 
statue, your name will be placed on a plaque.  A 
minimum donation of $100 is requested.     
 

The deadline to make a donation is Friday,  
October 30, 2020. 

 

 
Please remember to put your All Souls’ Day 

envelopes in any collection  
before November 2nd.   

 
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, envelopes 
are not available in Church this year.   Please 
use the envelope you received in the mail or a 

plain envelope.  Please state your mass         
intention.   

                                      Thank you. 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers 
in worship and witnesses the Gospel      
message.  The parish values and welcomes 
each person’s gift of time, talent and      
treasure.  As a faith-filled community, we 
are committed to minister to the spiritual, 
educational and material needs of all people.      



 
 
 
 

During this time of Covid-19, if you are not     
feeling well, have a temperature, or have a cough, 
please stay home and watch the mass on television. 
There are a number of stations that carry Sunday 
Mass for you to watch.  Please know this is for 
your health and the health of others. 

Admission to the Catholic high schools in the       
Diocese of Brooklyn/Queens in 2021 is determined 
in part by the results of the TACHS exam             
administered this November.  The exam is scheduled 
for Saturday, November 7, 2020.   
 
Call 866-61TACHS  for information.  You may reg-
ister until October 22nd, at TACHSreg.com.   
 
Please share this information particularly with par-
ents whose children attend public schools.  A quality 
Catholic Education awaits them!    

The Rectory office will be closed all day 
Monday, October 12, 2020 in observance of 
Columbus Day.  The office will reopen on 
Tuesday, October 13th, at 9:00am.  

 
 

St. John’s Preparatory School 
 
 

Open House by Appointment Only 
At www.stjohnsprepschool.org 

  
Saturday, October 17th 

11:30am - 4:30pm 
 

Sunday, October 18th 
12:00 noon - 5:00pm 

 
 
 

St. John Preparatory School 
21-21 Crescent Street 
Astoria, NY  11501  

 
 

Holy Cross High School 
 
 

Open House by Appointment Only 
at www.holycrosshs.org 

 
Sunday, October 18th 

Campus Open House 12:00pm to 4:00pm 
 

Sunday, October 26th  
Virtual Open House 7:00pm - 8:00pm 

 
Families must RSVP in advance for both 

events. 
 
 
 

Holy Cross High School  
26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard 

Flushing, NY  11358 












