29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention

Today’s Readings
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18– 29th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M.
William Flynn
9:30 A.M.
Sylvester V. Giuerriero
11:00 A.M. For the People of St. Francis
12:30 P.M. Maria Tenaglia
Emma Fonzo
Filippo LaDelfa

Isaiah 45:1, 4-6
1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b
Matthew 22:15-21

Readings for the Week

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19- Sts. John deBrebeuf &
Isaac Jogues
9:00 A.M.
McHale Family
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Anthony Paul Carullo

MONDAY:

Ephesians 2:1-10
Luke 12:13-21

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Anthony Glavan

TUESDAY:

Ephesians 2:12-22
Luke 12:35-38

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22 - St. John Paul II
9:00 A.M.
Thomas G. Ryan

WEDNESDAY:

Ephesians 3:2-12
Luke 12:39-48

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Michael Marchassalla

THURSDAY:

Ephesians 3:14-21
Luke 12:49-53

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24- WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Enna Vella
Mary Ethel McCann
Stella Tsimis
Anne S. Kendi

FRIDAY:

Ephesians 4:1-6
Luke 12:54-59

SATURDAY:

Ephesians 4:7-16
Luke 13:1-9

5:00 P.M.

For the People of St. Francis

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25– 30th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M.
Clemente Delsignore
9:30 A.M.
Eric Saldarriaga
11:00 A.M. Michael Mangialino Sr.
12:30 P.M. Saverio Giordano
Rocco D’Angelo

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Exodus 22:20-26
1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10
Matthew 22:34-40

My Dear Parishioners,

Today’s Gospel recounts the famous encounter of Jesus with two groups of opponents who try to entrap him
in his speech. In our Lord’s masterful maneuver around their strategy, he gives us, even today, guidance in our
own struggles between politics and religion; between Church and State. We learned it in the words of the older
translation as “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.”
In the time of Jesus, his Jewish countrymen were under Roman occupation in a remote province of the Roman
Empire. The only money in circulation was Roman currency with the image of the emperor upon it, and an
inscription that read “Tiberius Caesar, son of the divine Augustus.” The Pharisees, who wanted to entrap
Jesus, resented paying taxes to a pagan government which regarded its emperor as a god. The Herodians were
probably the champions of the family of Herod, who wanted to abolish Roman direct rule and return to home
rule under their own leadership.
If Jesus affirms that taxes should be paid, he loses the esteem of the religious nationalists. If he denies that the
taxes should be paid, he can be arrested as a political revolutionary. What our Lord did was to move the debate
to another level: he challenged his opponents to be as observant in paying their dues to God as they are in
paying their dues to the emperor. In this, his opponents are revealed as hypocritical and not really religious,
and Jesus gains honor for having recognized their hypocrisy and having eluded their trap.
“Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God” does not make earthly
governments the equal of the heavenly kingdom. Jesus taught very plainly in the Sermon on the Mount, “Seek
first the kingdom of God” (Matthew 6:33). Jesus died at the hands of Caesar’s representative, Pontius Pilate,
after telling him that he would have no power over Jesus if it had not been given to him from above (John
19:11).
Very little of what we “repay to Caesar” is purely political. John F. Kennedy saw a clear connection between
political and moral issues, especially at the time of the integration of American public schools and universities.
He had trouble thinking only in political terms without considering the moral dimensions of each situation.
Legal issues may seem simply black or white, war or peace, male or female; but at the root, all are moral
issues.
The priority belongs to the kingdom of God, not to the government of any country. In saying that, we are not
downplaying national loyalty, rather, as Daniel Webster, a famous American, said in 1820, “Whatever makes
men good Christians makes them good citizens.”So, the words, “For God and Country” have the priorities
correct. The two halves of Jesus’ statement complement each other, but “repay to God” comes first because
“repay to Caesar” flows from it.

God Bless,
Msgr. Maresca

Monday October 19, 2020
is the Feast of
Sts. John de Brebeuf & St. Isaac Jogues
and Companions
When the Jesuits in France decided to begin a mission to bring
the Word of God to the indigenous peoples of New France, or
present-day Canada, the newly ordained Fr. Jean de Brébeuf
was ready. . He arrived in the territory of the Huron people in
1626. For twenty years he labored among this people, living
with them, compiling the first dictionary of their language, and
writing a catechism. Some of them accepted baptism.
Gradually, others joined the mission: the Jesuits Fr. Isaac
Jogues, Fr. Gabriel Lalement, Fr. Antoine Daniel , Fr. Charles
Garnier, Fr. Noël Chabanelm the deaf lay brother René Goupil,
and layman Jean de la Lande.
The Iroquois Confederacy was at war with the Hurons and saw
the French missionaries as allies of their enemies. In 1642, an
Iroquois war party captured Fr. Isaac Jogues and René Goupil,
taking them to the Mohawk village of Ossernenon . There Fr.
Jogues was tortured, several of his fingers cut off so that he
could not celebrate Mass, and Goupil was killed. Fr. Jogues was
a slave for over a year, but eventually was ransomed and
returned to France, where he received a dispensation allowing
him to celebrate Mass with mutilated hands. Torture could not
dissuade him from the mission, however, and he returned to
New France. In 1646, Fr. Jogues returned to Ossernenon with
Jean de la Lande, attempting to negotiate a peace treaty; both
were captured and killed.
Fr. Antoine Daniel, who had a gift for teaching Huron children
and for music, was next: in 1648, Iroquois warriors attacked the
Huron village near Québec where he had a small church. Some
of the Huron Christians hid inside the church while he stood
outside to confront the attackers. He was killed. It is said that he
was thrown inside the church, which was set on fire, to burn
with his flock. Frs. Jean de Brébeuf and Gabriel Lalemant were
kidnapped the following year, after managing to warn some of
the Huron villagers that enemy warriors were near. The
martyrdom that Fr. de Brébeuf had vowed not to escape had
come, and it was interminable. The two were made to run the
gauntlet, were tied to crosses, “baptized” with boiling water and
slashed with knives. Throughout the ordeal, Fr. de Brébeuf in
particular prayed for the courage to suffer without crying out,
for the sake of the warriors inflicting these sufferings. They
valued courage, and he did not want them to think that
Christians were weak. So impressed were they that when he
died, they ate his heart so as to obtain a share in his bravery. Fr.
Lalement had to watch as his confrere was killed first. “My
strength is the strength of God,” he had once written, and this
strength carried him through to the end. Frs. Charles Garnier
and Noël Chabanel were killed later in the same year.

Thursday October 22, 2020
is the Feast of
St. John Paul II
“Open wide the doors to Christ,” urged John Paul II during the
homily at the Mass where he was installed as pope in 1978.
Born in Wadowice, Poland, Karol Jozef Wojtyla had lost his
mother, father, and older brother before his 21st birthday.
Karol’s promising academic career at Krakow’s Jagiellonian
University was cut short by the outbreak of World War II. While
working in a quarry and a chemical factory, he enrolled in an
“underground” seminary in Kraków. Ordained in 1946, he was
immediately sent to Rome where he earned a doctorate in
theology. Soon Fr. Wojtyla earned a doctorate in philosophy
and began teaching that subject at Poland’s University of Lublin.
Communist officials allowed Wojtyla to be appointed auxiliary
bishop of Kraków in 1958, considering him a relatively harmless
intellectual. They could not have been more wrong! Bishop
Wojtyla attended all four sessions of Vatican II and contributed
especially to its Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World. Appointed as archbishop of Kraków in 1964, he
was named a cardinal three years later. Elected pope in October
1978, he took the name of his short-lived, immediate
predecessor. Pope John Paul II was the first non-Italian pope in
455 years. He made pastoral visits to 124 countries. John Paul II
promoted ecumenical and interfaith initiatives, especially the
1986 Day of Prayer for World Peace in Assisi. He established
diplomatic relations between the Holy See and Israel. He
improved Catholic-Muslim relations,.The Great Jubilee of the
Year 2000, a key event in John Paul’s ministry, was marked by
special celebrations in Rome and elsewhere for Catholics and
other Christians. Relations with the Orthodox Churches
improved considerably during his papacy.
“Christ is the center of the universe and of human history” was
the opening line of John Paul II’s 1979 encyclical, Redeemer of
the Human Race. In 1995, he described himself to the United
Nations General Assembly as “a witness to hope.” John Paul II
began World Youth Day and traveled to several countries for
those celebrations..One of the most well-remembered photos of
John Paul II’s pontificate was his one-on-one conversation in
1983, with Mehmet Ali Agca, who had attempted to assassinate
him two years earlier.In his 27 years of papal ministry, John
Paul II wrote 14 encyclicals and five books, canonized 482
saints and beatified 1,338 people. In the last years of his life, he
suffered from Parkinson’s disease and was forced to cut back on
some of his activities.
Pope Benedict XVI beatified John Paul II in 2011, and Pope
Francis canonized him in 2014.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,
George Behringer, Augustin Cisneros, Mario Floramo,
Martha Calado, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
ChristopherAraimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler,
Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo
Also remember in your prayers all the
deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of
God"

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN
Join us in our virtual scripture study. We meet every
Thursday at 7:30pm. The October 22nd meeting will
cover the study of John Chapter 2.
We are using Zoom as our platform. Technical assistance
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using
the program.
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using the
Little Rock Scripture program. Study booklets will be
provided.
If you are interested in joining the study group or would
like further information, please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the
rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-All Are Welcome!
For information contact:
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com

FOCUS:
We are God’s; we belong to Him.
ATTENTION:

Our primary allegiance is not to a particular
nation, kingdom or institution, but to God. We
belong to Him in whose image we are made and
whose law is inscribed on our hearts. We must
give back to God what is His, thus we give Him
our love, our first fruits and our very selves, in
union with Christ.

Please DO NOT light the candles in Church by
using another candle. One could get burned and the
wax is dripping all over the candle stands creating a
mess. PLEASE use the lighter. If you have trouble
with the lighter, ask for help.

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION

Twenty- Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 18, 2020

Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy
Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be
thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to
receive Jesus, that special time we have with our
Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be
distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking
with the person on the end of the pew.
The Roman Missal states that,
“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one
may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”.

“ Give to God what is God’s.”
Consider a vocation as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation
Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:
vocations@diobrook.org

2021 Mass Book
The 2021 Mass Book is now open
Please note the following:
The 9 AM Mass Monday to Friday
is a single intention Mass
On Saturday the 9 AM Mass is a multiple
intention Mass and the 5 PM Mass is a single
intention Mass.
Sunday 12:30 PM Italian Mass is a multiple
intention Mass.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Collection 10/10-11

$4,371.00

School parents must use church
envelopes.

All Announced Masses are $15.00
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp &
Altar Candles) are $60.00
Altar Flowers are $75.00

Please note all precautions will be taken for the
well-being and safety of every parishioner. All those
coming to the Rectory office must where a mask.
The Rectory office hours are:
Monday thru Friday
9:00am to 12:00 noon
1:00pm to 5:00pm

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you
create yours.

There are NO evening or Saturday hours at the
present time.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation
during this difficult time.
Banns of Marriage
2nd Time:

During this time of Covid-19, if you are not feeling
well, have a temperature, or have a cough, please
stay home and watch the mass on television. There
are a number of stations that carry Sunday Mass for
you to watch. Please know this is for your health
and the health of others.

Michael Vecchione
Most Precious Blood
Astoria, NY
And
Lenor Romano
Most Precious Blood
Astoria, NY

STATUE OF ST. CLARE OF ASSISI
Our new statue of St. Clare of Assisi is up in the
front of Church on the right side of the sanctuary.
If anyone would like to make a donation toward the
statue, your name will be placed on a plaque. A
minimum donation of $100 is requested.
The deadline to make a donation is Friday,
October 30, 2020.

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers
in worship and witnesses the Gospel
message. The parish values and welcomes
each person’s gift of time, talent and
treasure. As a faith-filled community, we
are committed to minister to the spiritual,
educational and material needs of all people.

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Please remember to put your All Souls’ Day
envelopes in any collection
before November 2nd.
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, envelopes
are not available in Church this year. Please
use the envelope you received in the mail or a
plain envelope. Please state your mass
intention.

Thank you.

Admission to the Catholic high schools in the
Diocese of Brooklyn/Queens in 2021 is determined in
part by the results of the TACHS exam administered
this November. The exam is scheduled for Saturday,
November 7, 2020.
Call 866-61TACHS for information. You may
register until October 22nd, at TACHSreg.com.
Please share this information particularly with parents
whose children attend public schools. A quality
Catholic Education awaits them!

If you have a child beginning first grade in public
school, it is time to register for Religious
Education. Diocesan guidelines require two years
of instructions prior to the reception of a
Sacrament. If your child is already in the first grade
and missed this year, call the Office of Religious
Education to set up an appointment to discuss the
options.
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org

Holy Cross High School
Open House by Appointment Only
at www.holycrosshs.org
Sunday, October 18th
Campus Open House 12:00pm to 4:00pm
Sunday, October 25th
Virtual Open House 7:00pm - 8:00pm

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW
SOMEONE WHO…

Families must RSVP in advance for both events.

Has expressed an interest in becoming
Catholic?
Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not
celebrated the Sacraments of
Eucharist and/or Confirmation?

Holy Cross High School
26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard
Flushing, NY 11358

Molloy College

Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
is what you're looking for!

Due to the COVI19 pandemic, we will be hosting
our Open House virtually, via Zoom.

Sessions focus on the teachings and
experience of the Church as well as prepare
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season.

Fall Open House
Sunday, November 15, 2020
1:00 PM
To register: www.molloy/edu/openhouse
*once you register, you will receive a
Zoom link.
Molloy College
1000 Hempstead Avenue
Rockville Centre, NY 11571

For information please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM
or by appointment

