27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention

Today’s Readings
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 27th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M.
Raymond Loud
9:30 A.M.
For the People of St. Francis
11:00 A.M. Ida Zoppo
12:30 P.M. 90th Anniversary Mass

Isaiah 5:1-7
Philippians 4:6-9
Matthew 21:33-43

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5- WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Paula Dombkowski
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Thomas Carney
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 - Our Lady of the Rosary
9:00 A.M.
Paud Flynn
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Gerry Sarro
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Matejo Ferrana
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10- WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Justin C. Lenz
Mary Ethel McCann
Mary Rerecich
Charlotte Lechner
Gaspare Randazzo
Rosalia Randazzo
5:00 P.M.

Patricia Hili

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11– 28th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M.
Holy Name
9:30 A.M.
For the People of St. Francis
11:00 A.M. Steve Fulop
12:30 P.M. Adriano Terranova
Anthony Paul Carullo
Eduardo Pistola
Antonio Erricis

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

Galatians 1:6-12
Luke 10:25-37

TUESDAY:

Galatians 1:13-24
Luke 10:38-42

WEDNESDAY:

Galatians 2:1-2, 7-14
Luke 11:1-4

THURSDAY:

Galatians 3:1-5
Luke 11:5-13

FRIDAY:

Galatians 3:7-14
Luke 11:15-26

SATURDAY:

Galatians 3:22-29
Luke 11:27-28

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 25:6-10a
Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20
Matthew 22:1-4

My Dear Parishioners,
In Scripture the vineyard is often used as an image for God’s kingdom. As Isaiah describes,
the people of Israel received an invitation from God but reacted in a violent and selfish way.
Instead of choice grapes the vineyard produced only wild grapes. Where the Lord looked for
judgment and justice, he found only bloodshed and the cry of distress. The vineyard will have
to be trampled upon and the vines uprooted because the infidelity of Israel is in the vines
themselves.
In the form that the story was used by the early Christians and by Matthew, it is an extended
commentary on the dealings of God with his people. The vineyard which God planted is fine;
it is the tenants who have failed because of their infidelity. The key point of the parable is the
rejection by Israel and the acceptance by the Gentiles, of Christianity. As told in the parable,
servants are twice sent, the earlier and the later prophets. Matthew gives special emphasis to
the son of the owner of the field and describes him, drawing on Psalm 118, as the Father’s
rejected Son who becomes the cornerstone of the new Israel.
The dealings of God with his people are what we describe as the history of salvation. The
salvation of God is the action of the living God that directs and coordinates events so that
people might be saved. The whole of this work had its climax in the saving action of Christ.
For Matthew’s community the new tenants are the Gentiles. They come to the new Israel in
which the good fruit of mercy, justice, and forgiveness will be produced. The old tenants have
lost their kingdom of promise because of killing the son.
Living in the new Israel is a constant call to conversion for those who have accepted the
invitation to follow Christ. Previously, Matthew made it clear that the new kingdom must be a
humble one, where the children and the weak are not scandalized by those who grasp for
power, where lost sheep are sought and there is rejoicing at their recovery. Above all, the
response of the people of the new kingdom to God must be one of compassion and mercy, a
response that is in keeping with the love of God.
The demands of the kingdom of God on all of us come expressed in the loving language and
actions of God toward us. We have to listen to His word and keep our eyes on Him unfailingly
so that we may be productive tenants, tending a fruitful garden. We approach God’s table to
be fed so that we, too, may sustain others. We build our lives on His solid foundation,
witnessing to a broken society that needs healing and compassion. We are disciples if we have
learned to be servants.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

Welcome New Parishioners
We welcome those who registered in our parish during
the month of September 2020.

Marilou Pusunq & Steven Malecki

Baptisms
We welcome those who were Baptized during the
month of September 2020.

Dylan Thomas McLoughlin
Naimh Rosaria Gurreri
Gianna Luisa DeChirico

Purgatorial Society
The following names have been enrolled in our Purgatorial
Society for the month of September 2020. Please remember to
continue to pray for their families.

Joseph P. Cromwell

Recently Deceased
The following have passed away during the month of September 2020.
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish.

Dennis Malone

Sunday
October 4, 2020

is the Feast of
St. Francis of Assisi
The patron saint of Italy, Francis of Assisi, was a poor man who astounded and inspired the Church by
taking the gospel literally—not in a narrow fundamentalist sense, but by actually following all that Jesus said
and did, joyfully, without limit, and without a sense of self-importance.
Serious illness brought the young Francis to see the emptiness of his frolicking life as leader of Assisi’s
youth. Prayer—lengthy and difficult—led him to a self-emptying like that of Christ, climaxed by embracing a
leper he met on the road. It symbolized his complete obedience to what he had heard in prayer: “Francis!
Everything you have loved and desired in the flesh it is your duty to despise and hate, if you wish to know
my will. And when you have begun this, all that now seems sweet and lovely to you will become intolerable
and bitter, but all that you used to avoid will turn itself to great sweetness and exceeding joy.”
From the cross in the neglected field-chapel of San Damiano, Christ told him, “Francis, go out and build up
my house, for it is nearly falling down.” Francis became the totally poor and humble workman.
He must have suspected a deeper meaning to “build up my house.” But he would have been content to be
for the rest of his life the poor “nothing” man actually putting brick on brick in abandoned chapels. He gave
up all his possessions, piling even his clothes before his earthly father—who was demanding restitution for
Francis’ “gifts” to the poor—so that he would be totally free to say, “Our Father in heaven.” He was, for a
time, considered to be a religious fanatic, begging from door to door when he could not get money for his
work, evoking sadness or disgust to the hearts of his former friends, ridicule from the unthinking.
But genuineness will tell. A few people began to realize that this man was actually trying to be Christian. He
really believed what Jesus said: “Announce the kingdom! Possess no gold or silver or copper in your purses,
no traveling bag, no sandals, no staff” (Luke 9:1-3).
Francis’ first rule for his followers was a collection of texts from the Gospels. He had no intention of founding
an order, but once it began he protected it and accepted all the legal structures needed to support it. His
devotion and loyalty to the Church were absolute and highly exemplary at a time when various movements
of reform tended to break the Church’s unity.
Francis was torn between a life devoted entirely to prayer and a life of active preaching of the Good News.
He decided in favor of the latter, but always returned to solitude when he could. He wanted to be a
missionary in Syria or in Africa, but was prevented by shipwreck and illness in both cases. He did try to
convert the sultan of Egypt during the Fifth Crusade.
During the last years of his relatively short life, he died at 44, Francis was half blind and seriously ill. Two
years before his death he received the stigmata, the real and painful wounds of Christ in his hands, feet and
side.
On his deathbed, Francis said over and over again the last addition to his Canticle of the Sun, “Be praised,
O Lord, for our Sister Death.” He sang Psalm 141, and at the end asked his superior’s permission to have
his clothes removed when the last hour came in order that he could expire lying naked on the earth, in
imitation of his Lord.

Wednesday, October 7, 2020
is the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary
Saint Pius V established this feast in 1573. The purpose was to thank God for the victory of
Christians over the Turks at Lepanto—a victory attributed to the praying of the rosary. Clement
XI extended the feast to the universal Church in 1716.
The development of the rosary has a long history. First a practice developed of praying 150 Our
Fathers in imitation of the 150 Psalms. Then there was a parallel practice of praying 150 Hail
Marys. Soon a mystery of Jesus’ life was attached to each Hail Mary. Though Mary’s giving of
the rosary to Saint Dominic is recognized as a legend, the development of this prayer form
owes much to the followers of Saint Dominic. One of them, Alan de la Roche, was known as
“the apostle of the rosary.” He founded the first Confraternity of the Rosary in the 15th century.
In the 16th century, the rosary was developed to its present form—with the 15 mysteries: joyful,
sorrowful and glorious. In 2002, Pope John Paul II added five Mysteries of Light to this devotion.
The purpose of the rosary is to help us meditate on the great mysteries of our salvation. Pius XII
called it a compendium of the gospel. The main focus is on Jesus—his birth, life, death, and
resurrection. The Our Fathers remind us that Jesus’ Father is the initiator of salvation. The Hail
Marys remind us to join with Mary in contemplating these mysteries. They also make us aware
that Mary was and is intimately joined with her Son in all the mysteries of his earthly and
heavenly existence. The Glory Bes remind us that the purpose of all life is the glory of the
Trinity.
The rosary appeals to many. It is simple. The constant repetition of words helps create an
atmosphere in which to contemplate the mysteries of God. We sense that Jesus and Mary are
with us in the joys and sorrows of life. We grow in hope that God will bring us to share in the
glory of Jesus and Mary forever.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
90 Years of Faith and Family
Today we celebrate the feast of St. Francis of Assisi our patron saint and the 90 th anniversary
of our parish. In Francis’ journey of faith he heard the call from the Lord: “Rebuild my
Church!” Francis responded by physically rebuilding the chapel at San Damiano, which had
fallen into disrepair. Over time, Francis attracted followers to help him feed the hungry and
teach the people about the truths of the Church. The rebuilding of the Church continues to be
the work of the religious women and men who have adopted the rule of Francis of Assisi and
follow his Christ-like example.
What does all this say to us on our journey of faith today? We have been called into Christian
life through the waters of baptism and are nourished in God’s love by the Bread of Life. Our
journey of faith has its own highs and lows where we move from joyous celebrations to quiet
sufferings. Faithfulness to Christ remains the most important thing in our lives.
Just as Francis did, we may hear God’s message for us but not fully understand its meaning. It
is through sincere prayer, continual listening for God’s direction, and openness to the working
of the Holy Spirit within us that we can discern our role in the Kingdom of God and our
journey of faith. And when we do, then, we will become Instruments of Peace.
Happy Feast Day!
God Bless Msgr. Maresca

One Tree, Many Branches

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,
George Behringer, Augustin Cisneros, Mario Floramo,
Martha Calado, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
ChristopherAraimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler,
Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo
Also remember in your prayers all the
deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of
God"

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN
Join us in our virtual scripture study. We meet every
Thursday at 7:30pm. The October 8th meeting will
continue with the study of John Chapter 1.
We are using Zoom as our platform. Technical assistance
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using
the program.
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using the
Little Rock Scripture program. Study booklets will be
provided.
If you are interested in joining the study group or would
like further information, please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the
rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-All Are Welcome!
For information contact:
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com

FOCUS:
Nothing we have is truly our own.
It is all a gift from God

As humans, we can be possessive of our worldly
goods and take credit for our talents. Yet,
everything we have is a gift from God - even the
work we do to earn a living is done through the
energy and talents that God gave to us. Like the
tenants in today’s Gospel, we owe everything to
God, our divine Landlord.

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy
Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be
thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to
receive Jesus, that special time we have with our
Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be
distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking
with the person on the end of the pew.
The Roman Missal states that,
“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one
may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”.

ATTENTION:
Please DO NOT light the candles in Church by
using another candle. One could get burned and the
wax is dripping all over the candle stands creating a
mess. PLEASE use the lighter. If you have trouble
with the lighter, ask for help.

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 4, 2020
“ This is the Lord’s doing and it is
amazing in our eyes.”
Consider a vocation as a priest, deacon or in the
consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation
Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:
vocations@diobrook.org

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:

Bishop DiMarzio is calling for a diocesan
wide Annual Catholic Appeal in Pew
commitment this weekend. Envelopes are in
the pews for your use. Our parish goal is
$42,815.00. At this time $22,185 has been
pledged towards our goal.
I am well aware of the challenging times we
are living and the financial stress place on
each of us. However, I ask you to do
whatever you can to help us reach our goal.
Please fill out the envelope with your pledge
commitment. No money needs to be given
at this time. Return your envelope when you
leave Church by placing it in the collection
boxes in the back of Church.
I want to express my appreciation to all who
have already pledged or given your
donation. Your support of this Appeal
enables the Diocese to uphold its mission of
feeding the sick, caring for the elderly,
educating our young, forming deacons and
priest, and much more.

Collection 9/19-20
Disaster Relief

$3,785.00
695.00

School parents must use church
envelopes.

50/50 Winners
September 2020
First Prize
Mr. & Mrs. William Skinner
Second Prize
Mr. & Mrs. Terence Sweeney
Third Prize
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Hosey

THANK YOU for all your support and
generosity in helping us reach our goal.
Msgr. Maresca
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Gives Back

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use their
wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you
create yours.

For each car, truck or van, running or not,
St. Vincent de Paul will give back to St. Francis of
Assisi $50/100 per vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a
vehicle, but a family member, friend or neighbor has
an old or neglected vehicle in their driveway that
they would like to dispose of.
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at
(718) 491-2525.

STATUE OF ST. CLARE OF ASSISI
Our new statue of St. Clare of Assisi is up in the
front of Church on the right side of the sanctuary.
If anyone would like to make a donation toward the
statue, your name will be placed on a plaque. A
minimum donation of $100 is requested.
The new statue will be blessed by Bishop Massa
during the 90th Anniversary Mass on October 4th at
12:30 PM.

During this time of Covid-19, if you are not
feeling well, have a temperature, or have a cough,
please stay home and watch the mass on television.
There are a number of stations that carry Sunday
Mass for you to watch. Please know this is for
your health and the health of others.

2021 Mass Book
The 2021

Mass Book will be opening soon.
Please note the following:

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

The 9 AM Mass Monday to Friday
is a single intention Mass
On Saturday the 9 AM Mass is a multiple
intention Mass and the 5 PM Mass is a single
intention Mass.
Sunday 12:30 PM Italian Mass is a multiple
intention Mass.
All Announced Masses are $15.00
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp &
Altar Candles) are $60.00
Altar Flowers are $75.00

