24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention

Today’s Readings
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13– 24th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M.
Holy Name
9:30 A.M.
For the People of St. Francis
11:00 A.M. Millie Oeri
12:30 P.M. Giuseppina LoPiccolo
Francesco Davi
Mario Carullo
Fred Stile
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 - The EXALTATION of
the HOLY CROSS
9:00 A.M.
Helen Del Biorno

Sirach 27:30-28:7
Romans 14:7-9
Matthew 18:21-35

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

Numbers 21:4b-9
Philippians 2:6-11
John 3:13-17

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 - Our Lady of Sorrows
9:00 A.M.
Mary Cancian

TUESDAY:

1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27-31a
John 19:25-27

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 - St. Cornelius and
St. Cyprian
9:00 A.M.
Marko Marusic

WEDNESDAY:

1 Corinthians 12:31- 13:13
Luke 7:31-35

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 - St. Robert Bellarmine
9:00 A.M.
Martin Nikolic Family

THURSDAY:

1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 7:36-50

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Anthony Ferrante

FRIDAY:

1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 8:1-3

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 - St. Januarius
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Ann White
Rosalie Niebylski
Peter Rowan

SATURDAY:

1 Corinthians 15:35-37
Luke 8:4-15

5:00 P.M.

Ines Virgano

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 – 25th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M.
Jeanne Nester
9:30 A.M.
Patricia McNamara
11:00 A.M. For the People of St. Francis
12:30 P.M. Lina Ruffini
Aide Zoppo
Piraneo Angela Carmela
Matteo Ferrara

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 55:6-9
Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a
Matthew 20:1-16a

My Dear Parishioners,
I hope each of you is well. It’s hard to believe that we are in the month of September. I hope
and pray that we will begin to resume our normal activities as time goes on.
The Golden Age Society will not be meeting from September to December. In January, 2021,
we will review the situation and see how we will move forward.
As you know because of the covid-19 virus, we will not be having our Annual Fall Festival.
However, we have decided to still hold our big money raffle. The corona virus has touched us
all economically and this includes our parish and academy. A successful raffle would be a
tremendous help as we endeavor to raise needed funds for our parish and academy. Over the
years you have been so generous in supporting all our efforts, and I pray that you will
continue to do so.
Raffle books have been sent to every parishioner and every school family. I ask you to do
your best in selling the raffle book. The money prizes are the same as last year.
Raffle books can be returned to the rectory or dropped in the boxes as you enter church.
Please place your raffle book with the money in a sealed envelope and mark it raffle. If you
want more books they can be picked up at the rectory.
On Sunday, October 4th at the 12:30 PM Mass, Bishop James Massa will be here to celebrate
our 90th Anniversary. We will be honoring Deacon John, Deacon Nick, Deacon Giovanni, and
Deacon Sal for their service to our parish over the years. Our theme is 90 Years of Faith and
Family and our Deacons have had an important role in preaching the faith and being of service to our parish. Following the mass, we will draw the winning raffle tickets. Please make
every effort to join us for our 90th Anniversary Celebration.
Let us continue to pray that as we begin a new pastoral year, with all of the challenges we
face, that we will make every effort to live and practice our faith each day. The Lord has been
good to each of us and we must count our blessings.
Let us also pray for all those who have died over the past seven months, those who are sick
and those who are struggling because of this virus. May our Blessed Mother be a source of
comfort and hope.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

On Wednesday, August 26th the pastors received procedures from the Bishop.
They are as follows:
All Parish Religious Education programs, all Faith Formation programs, Pre-Cana experiences
will be held virtually. The time period for this mandate is September 2020 until January 1, 2021.
This will be reviewed in January 2021.
Youth Ministry gatherings can take place in parish buildings with masks and social distancing.
No refreshments can be served and no more than 50 can gather in the same space with social
distancing.
The CYO Return to Play Safely Guidelines, Protocols and Procedures document was distributed
to all parish athletic representatives and is available on the CYO website(www.cyodob.org). All
indoor activities, events and games are not permitted in any of our parish facilities, school or
academies through December 2020.
Lectors will read from open lectionaries. There will be no procession with the Gospel Book. The
lector will sit in the front pew with the mask on until she or he begins the reading. After
proclaiming the readings, the lector will put on the mask and return to the pew. The lector must
stand as far from the microphone as possible.
Choirs may begin to practice and sing at the liturgies. Social distancing and sanitizing are in
order. A mask must be worn when practicing and singing at liturgies to prevent the transfer of
aerosols. Choir members must each have their own printed materials and not share or pass around
materials.
At this time it is not recommended to have Altar Servers at liturgies. With limited space because
of social distancing it is not possible. Please be patient and your time to serve will come.
Parish Meetings may begin to take place. However sanitizing and social distancing norms must
be observed. I ask the President or Leader of each group to call the rectory and set up an
appointment with me to discuss and plan how your group can meet safely and when to begin.
Rectory Office Hours
The rectory office hours are: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon-1:00 PM to 5:00 PM. (Monday to Friday). At
this time there will be no evening hours or Saturday hours. We will inform you when evening
hours will resume.
2021 Mass Intention Book
The 2021 Mass Intention Book will be delayed in opening. The date will be announced shortly.
Thank you for your understanding, patience and cooperation during these challenging times.
Please know all of us are working to resume parish activities in a safe manner for all.
Msgr. Maresca

Monday, September 14, 2020
is the Feast of
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Tuesday, September 15, 2020
is the Feast of
Our Lady of Sorrows

Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena,
mother of the Roman Emperor Constantine,
went to Jerusalem in search of the holy places
of Christ’s life. She razed the second-century
Temple of Aphrodite, which tradition held was
built over the Savior’s tomb, and her son built
the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher on that spot.
During the excavation, workers found three
crosses. Legend has it that the one on which
Jesus died was identified when its touch healed
a dying woman.

The title, Our Lady of Sorrows, given to our
Blessed Mother focuses on her intense suffering and grief during the passion and death of
our Lord. Traditionally, this suffering was not
limited to the passion and death event; rather,
it comprised the seven dolors or seven
sorrows of Mary, which were foretold by the
Priest Simeon who proclaimed to Mary, This
child [Jesus] is destined to be the downfall and
the rise of many in Israel, a sign that will be
opposed and you yourself shall be pierced with
a sword so that the thoughts of many hearts
may be laid bare (Luke 2:34-35). These seven
sorrows of our Blessed Mother included the
flight of the Holy Family into Egypt; the loss and
finding of the child Jesus in the Temple; Mary's
meeting of Jesus on His way to Calvary;
Mary's standing at the foot of the cross when
our Lord was crucified; her holding of Jesus
when He was taken down from the cross; and
then our Lord's burial. In all, the prophesy of
Simeon that a sword would pierce our Blessed
Mother's heart was fulfilled in these events. For
this reason, Mary is sometimes depicted with
her heart exposed and with seven swords
piercing it. More importantly, each new suffering
was received with the courage, love, and trust
that echoed her fiat, let it be done unto me
according to Thy word, first uttered at the
Annunciation.

To this day, the Catholic Church celebrates the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross on the September
anniversary of the basilica’s dedication. The
feast entered the Western calendar in the
seventh century after Emperor Heraclius
recovered the cross from the Persians, who had
carried it off in 614, 15 years earlier. According
to the story, the emperor intended to carry the
cross back into Jerusalem himself, but was
unable to move forward until he took off his
imperial garb and became a barefoot pilgrim.
We make the Sign of the Cross before prayer
which helps to fix our minds and hearts to God.
After prayer we make the Sign of the Cross to
keep close to God. During trials our strength is
the Sign of the Cross. At baptism we are
sealed with the Sign of the Cross, signifying the
fullness of redemption and that we belong to
Christ. Let us look to the cross frequently, and
realize that when we make the Sign of the
Cross we give our entire self to God - mind,
soul, heart , body, will and thoughts.
O cross, you are the glorious sign of victory.
Through your power may we share in the
triumph of Christ Jesus

This feast is dedicated to the spiritual
martyrdom of Mary, Mother of God, and her
compassion with the sufferings of her Divine
Son, Jesus. In her suffering as co-redeemer,
she reminds us of the tremendous evil of sin
and shows us the way of true repentance.

Wednesday, September 16, 2020
is the Feast of
Saints Cornelius and Cyprian
In the third century, the emperor Decius decided
that all who would not give up their Christian faith
should be killed. The pope, Fabian, was martyred
along with many others. But there were apostates,
Christians who did give up their faith. Emperor
Decius thought that without a pope, the Church
would die, so he prevented the election of another
bishop of Rome. A council of priests secretly carried on the work. After a year, while the emperor
was away at war, Cornelius was elected pope.
Cornelius found himself in the midst of problems. A
priest named Novatian—who became an antipope—
and his followers believed that apostates could not
be accepted back into the Church even if they had
repented. Cornelius called a council of bishops together to settle the dispute. The council reaffirmed
Cornelius’s position as pope and condemned
Novatian’s view. After two years as pope, Cornelius
was arrested under the emperor’s rule and sentenced
to banishment. He died in exile in 253.
Cyprian, the bishop of Carthage in North Africa,
was a friend and supporter of Cornelius’s at this
time. Cyprian was born in Carthage about 210, the
son of pagan parents. Cyprian lived a virtuous life
after being converted to Christianity as an adult. He
was made a priest and then a bishop. As bishop of
Carthage for nearly 10 years, Cyprian had only one
year of peace. After that, the persecutions under
Decius began, as well as disagreements over what
to do with apostates. Like Cornelius, Cyprian had to
deal with Novatian. New persecutions broke out
under Emperor Valerian. Cyprian was arrested and
tried for being a Christian. When he was read his
death sentence, he exclaimed “Blessed be God!” He
was martyred in 258.
Cornelius and Cyprian encouraged each other to
lead virtuous, self-sacrificing, and loving lives for
God. There is no greater gift that one friend can
offer to another. Today let us think of ways to help
our friends grow closer to God.

Thursday, September 17, 2020
is the Feast of
St. Robert Bellarmine
Robert, born in Italy in 1542, was the third of ten
children in a family in which prayer and serving
others were priorities. He entered the Society of
Jesus, the Jesuits, in 1560. Robert was a brilliant
student at the Roman College and eventually taught
at the University of Louvain in Belgium. His
sermons and his defense of the faith were so
powerful that people were attracted from all over,
and many were converted. Robert was ordained in
1570, became rector at the Roman College in 1592,
and was named superior of the Naples province in
1594. By 1598, he was named a cardinal, and in
1602, he became archbishop of Capua. He was
called to Rome in 1605 to work in defense of the
Church against heresies. Robert, who was advisor
to five popes, was involved in many controversies.
One involved the teachings of the scientist Galileo,
who was also Robert’s friend. In 1931, Robert was
declared a Doctor of the Church.

Saturday, September 19, 2020
is the Feast of St. Januarius
Januarius went to visit Christians who had been
imprisoned. He was then arrested and condemned to
death for being a Christian. Januarius and his
companions were thrown to wild beasts in an
amphitheater, but the wild animals refused to harm
them. The Christians were beheaded instead, and
the blood and body of Januarius were brought back
to Naples. Januarius is regarded as the patron saint
of Naples, and his protection is sought when there is
the danger of volcanic eruption.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,
George Behringer, Augustin Cisneros, Mario Floramo,
Martha Calado, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
ChristopherAraimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler,
Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo and Antoinette DiBenedetto
Also remember in your prayers all the
deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

FOCUS:
Forgiveness is a choice that leads to life
Life always offers us choices - will we hold on to
anger of choose to forgive? Will we live with a
spirit of compassion or withhold mercy? Will we
hold on to hurts and grievances or extend a hand in
peace? Living out the commands of God is no easy
task, but if we show mercy and forgiveness to others, we are assured of the same from our heavenly
father
Please be mindful that there are
people who come to church early in
order to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy
Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be
thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to
receive Jesus, that special time we have with our
Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be
distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking
with the person on the end of the pew.
The Roman Missal states that,
“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one
may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”.

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of
God"

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN
Join us for our first virtual meeting on Thursday,
September 17 at 7:30pm. We will use Zoom as our
online platform. Technical assistance will be provided
by Ellen Vento for accessing and using the Zoom
program.
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using
the Little Rock Scripture program. Study booklets will
be provided.
If you are interested in joining the study group or would
like further information, please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the
rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-All Are Welcome!
For information contact:
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 13, 2020
“Whoever believes in the Son of Man
will have eternal life”
Consider a vocation as a priest, deacon or in the
consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation
Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:
vocations@diobrook.org

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Gives Back
For each car, truck or van, running or not,
St. Vincent de Paul will give back to St. Francis of
Assisi $50/100 per vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a
vehicle, but a family member, friend or neighbor has
an old or neglected vehicle in their driveway that
they would like to dispose of.
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at
(718) 491-2525.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Collection 9/5-6
Air Conditioning

$4,459.00
668.00

School parents must use church
envelopes.

Reminder
Next weekend, September 19/20, the second envelope
will be for Catholic Education. Please be as generous
as your means allow. Thank you.

During this time of Covid-19, if you are
not feeling well, have a temperature, or
have a cough, please stay home and watch
the mass on television. There are a
number of stations that carry Sunday Mass
for you to watch. Please know this is for
your health and the health of others.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use their
wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you
create yours.

ATTENTION:
Please DO NOT light the candles in Church by
using another candle. One could get burned and the
wax is dripping all over the candle stands creating a
mess. PLEASE use the lighter. If you have trouble
with the lighter, ask for help.

CONGRATULATIONS
DEACON JOHN

STATUE OF ST. CLARE OF ASSISI
Our new statue of St. Clare of Assisi is up
in the front of Church on the right side of
the sanctuary.
If anyone would like to make a donation
toward the statue, your name will be placed
on a plaque. A minimum donation of $100
is requested.
The new statue will be blessed by Bishop
Massa during the 90th Anniversary Mass on
October 4th at 12:30 PM.

Deacon John has been chosen to receive the
Benemerenti Medal from Our Holy Father
Pope Francis. The medal will be given to him
by Bishop DiMarzio at a ceremony to be held
on Saturday, September 19, 2020 at the
Co-Cathedral of St. Joseph.
The Benemerenti Medal is a medal awarded
by the Pope to members of the clergy and
laity for service to the Catholic Church.
Deacon John has been of service to the
Diocese in many capacities and to our parish.
We are truly blessed to have Deacon John in
our parish. He is truly deserving of this award
in recognition of his service to the Church.
Congratulations to Deacon John, his wife
Sandy and his family!

THE BENEMERENTI MEDAL

2021 Mass Book
The 2021

Mass Book will be opening soon.
Please note the following:
The 9 AM Mass Monday to Friday
is a single intention Mass

On Saturday the 9 AM Mass is a multiple
intention Mass and the 5 PM Mass is a single
intention Mass.
Sunday 12:30 PM Italian Mass is a multiple
intention Mass.
All Announced Masses are $15.00
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp &
Altar Candles) are $60.00
Altar Flowers are $75.00

The current version of the Benemerenti medal
was designed by Pope Paul VI. The medal is
a gold Greek Cross depicting Christ with his
hand raised in blessing. On the left arm of the
cross is the tiara and crossed keys symbol of
the papacy. On the right arm is the coat of
arms of the current Pope. The medal is
suspended from a yellow and white ribbon,
the colors of the Papacy.

