25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention

Today’s Readings
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20– 25th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M.
Jeanne Nester
9:30 A.M.
Patricia McNamara
11:00 A.M. For the People of St. Francis
12:30 P.M. Lina Ruffini
Calogero Arnone
Aide Zoppo
Piraneo Angela Carmela
Matteo Ferrara

Isaiah 55:6-9
Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a
Matthew 20:1-16a

Readings for the Week

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21- St. Matthew the Apostle
9:00 A.M.
Donald Belfi

MONDAY:

Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13
Matthew 9:9-13

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Jennie laucella

TUESDAY:

Proverbs 21:1-6, 10-13
Luke 8:19-21

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 - Padre Pio
St. Pius of Pietrelcina
9:00 A.M.
Thomas Carney

WEDNESDAY:

Proverbs 30:5-9
Luke 9:1-6

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
John Purich

THURSDAY:

Ecclesiastes 1:2-11
Luke 9:7-9

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Lydia K. Reyna

FRIDAY:

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11
Luke 9:18-22

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Andres Felipe Lodono Garcia
Benjamin Wallace Tenny

SATURDAY:

Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8
Luke 9:43b-45

5:00 P.M.

For the People of St. Francis

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 – 26th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M.
Mauricio Mesa
9:30 A.M.
Muriel Galea
11:00 A.M. Raymond Loud
12:30 P.M. Angela Arnone
Rosa Sferrazza

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ezekiel 18:25-28
Philippians 2:1-11
Matthew 21:28-32

My Dear Parishioners,
Today’s Gospel is a parable of the kingdom and, once again, it helps to confirm that the
kingdom of heaven is truly something else. The concept of the kingdom of heaven is the
second most frequent idea mentioned in the New Testament. It occurs 148 times.
When we say that a person is something else we mean that she or he is admirably out of the
ordinary. In that sense, there is nothing in our experience like the kingdom of heaven as Jesus
describes it. When people asked him questions about it, whether they were honest questions or
hypocritical ones, Jesus would respond by saying, “Let me tell you a story….” or “the
kingdom is like….” Ultimately, Jesus would explain that the kingdom is a place where the last
becomes the first and the first last; where the exalted are humbled and the humble are exalted;
where the one who is at the top has to be the servant of all the rest. Or the kingdom is
portrayed like a net that has good fish and spoiled fish in it, or a field that has wheat mixed in
with weeds, or a flock that has sheep and goats all mixed together.
All the Lord’s parables about the kingdom end up with the assurance that a day of reckoning
is going to come when the kingdom is fully realized, and then it will clearly be a kingdom of
truth and life, of holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice, love and peace.
In the first reading today Isaiah tells us why the kingdom of heaven is something else. It’s
because “my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.” So,
likewise, the gospel parable says that God’s generosity exceeds his justice. Everyone in the
parable receives a reward that is just, and generous besides.
We need to remember what the parable of the laborers in the vineyard teaches. It is not about
labor policy. No explanation is offered for paying the same amount of money to the worker
who started at dawn and to one who started one hour before quitting time. This is a parable of
the kingdom of heaven, and it teaches that eternal salvation is a gift. It is not owed to us and it
is not earned by us.
God enriches whomever he wishes, and our response to such generosity is aptly worded in
today’s Psalm: “Great is the Lord and highly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable. The
Lord is gracious and merciful …the Lord is good to all…”
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

Monday, September 21, 2020
is the Feast of
St. Matthew the Apostle
Matthew, the Evangelist who wrote the Gospel that
appears first in the New Testament, was different from
the other Apostles. He was not a popular man. Many
people felt that he was unworthy to be a chosen as a
follower of Jesus. Matthew worked for the Romans as a
tax collector. The Romans ruled Palestine and the Jewish
people in the time of Jesus. They forced the Jewish
people to pay taxes to them. Many of the tax collectors
cheated the people by charging more taxes than required
and keeping the extra money for themselves. The Jews
considered the tax collectors traitors.
In Chapter 9 of his Gospel, Matthew tells a story about
how Jesus called him to follow him and how the Jewish
people felt about tax collectors. In this story, the
Pharisees, a group of Jews who strictly followed all the
laws of their religion, call tax collectors “sinners. “ Jesus
knew in his heart that Matthew was not a sinner or cheat.
Matthew wrote his Gospel for Jewish people who had
become followers of Christ. He wanted his audience to
know that Jesus was the Messiah that God had promised
to send to save all people. Matthew’s Gospel makes
clear that Jesus is the fulfillment of everything said by the
prophets in the Old Testament.
Matthew is also the only Evangelist who shares the eight
Beatitudes with his readers. His Gospel faithfully reports
how Jesus described who will be truly blessed by God in
the Kingdom and the attitudes and actions that are
required for those who follow the new Law Jesus came to
bring. After Jesus’ Ascension, Matthew preached the
Gospel, as Jesus asked his disciples to do. It is believed
that he established Christian communities in Ethiopia and
other sections of the continent of Africa. Tradition tells us
that he died as a martyr.

Wednesday, September 23, 2020
is the Feast of
St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio)
Born into a poor Italian farm family, from a young age
Francesco Forgione desired to be a friar. When he was
sixteen, he entered the novitiate of the Capuchin
Order, and took the name Brother Pius (Fra Pio). He
was ordained to the priesthood in 1910; six years later,
joined the convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie in San
Giovanni Rotondo. He spent many hours every day
hearing Confessions. The height of his apostolic
commitment was the celebration of the Holy Mass. He
described himself as “a poor brother who prays.”
“Prayer is the greatest weapon we have,” he said. It is
“a key to open the heart of God.”
In 1948, Padre Pio heard the Confession of a young
Polish priest, Father Karol Wojtyła, who thirty years later
would ascend the throne of Peter, taking the name John
Paul II. It was during John Paul’s pontificate that Padre
Pio was declared blessed. During the rite of
beatification, the Pope said that in the humble friar, we
see the image of Christ suffering and risen. “His body,”
he said, “marked by the ‘stigmata,’ showed the intimate
connection between death and resurrection… Not less
sorrowful, and humanly much more scorching, were the
trials he had to suffer as a consequence, one could say,
of his singular charisms.” For Padre Pio, “suffering with
Christ” was a gift: “In contemplating the Cross on Jesus’
shoulders,” he said, “I always feel strengthened and I
exult with holy joy… All that Jesus suffered in His
Passion, I too have suffered, insofar as it is possible for
a human creature.”
The life of Padre Pio also shows an intense
commitment to alleviate the sufferings of families. In
1956 he inaugurated the “Casa Sollievo della
Sofferenza” (the House of Relief from Suffering), a new
state of the art hospital. “It is the apple of my eye,” the
friar said when the hospital opened. “This is the creation
that Providence, with your help, has created. Gaze at it
in wonder, and with me bless the Lord God. He has
place upon the earth a seed that He will warm with the
rays of love. Padre Pio died during the night of 23
September 1968, at the age of 81. On 16 June 2002, he
was proclaimed a saint by Pope John Paul II. In his
homily, the Pope said, “The life and mission of Padre
Pio prove that difficulties and sorrows, if accepted out of
love, are transformed into a privileged way of holiness,
which opens onto the horizons of a greater good, known
only to the Lord." .”

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,
George Behringer, Augustin Cisneros, Mario Floramo,
Martha Calado, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
ChristopherAraimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler,
Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo
Also remember in your prayers all the
deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Please be mindful that there are
people who come to church early in
order to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

FOCUS:
God’s love and mercy are never-ending.
Isaiah advises us to seek the Lord and ask for His
mercy-God whose thoughts are so far above their
own. St. Paul tells the Philippians that Christ will
be magnified in my body, whether by life or by
death. And though Paul longs to be with Jesus in
the next life, it is better that he remains with them.
In the Gospel, Jesus tells a parable about workers in
a vineyard, emphasizing the generosity of the
landowner to all who labored.

Memorials for the Week of
September 20, 2020
SANCTUARY LAMP
In Loving Memory of
Dr. Rosario &
Mrs Stella Gaultieri
Requested by:

The Thompson Family

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy
Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be
thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to
receive Jesus, that special time we have with our
Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be
distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking
with the person on the end of the pew.
The Roman Missal states that,
“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one
may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”.

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 20, 2020
“Seek the Lord while He may be
found”
Consider a vocation as a priest, deacon or in the
consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation
Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:
vocations@diobrook.org

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.

STATUE OF ST. CLARE OF ASSISI
Our new statue of St. Clare of Assisi is up in the
front of Church on the right side of the sanctuary.
If anyone would like to make a donation toward the
statue, your name will be placed on a plaque. A
minimum donation of $100 is requested.
The new statue will be blessed by Bishop Massa
during the 90th Anniversary Mass on October 4th at
12:30 PM.

The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Collection 9/12-13
Catholic University of America

$3,820.00
339.00

School parents must use church
envelopes.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of
God"

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN

Next weekend, September 26-27, Bishop DiMarzio
has asked that a special collection be taken for the
devastating impact caused by Hurricane Laura and
the California wildfires. Our hearts and prayers go
out to all those affected by these terrible disasters,
especially during this most difficult time.
I am aware that there are no envelopes for this
collection. Please put your donation in an envelope
and mark it Disaster Fund. It can be dropped in the
collection baskets as you enter Church.
Thank you for your generosity.

Join us in our virtual scripture study. We meet every
Thursday at 7:30pm. The September 24th meeting will
cover John Chapter 1.
We are using Zoom as our platform. Technical assistance
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using
the program.
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using the
Little Rock Scripture program. Study booklets will be
provided.
If you are interested in joining the study group or would
like further information, please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the
rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-All Are Welcome!
For information contact:
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use their
wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you
create yours.

ATTENTION:
Please DO NOT light the candles in Church by
using another candle. One could get burned and the
wax is dripping all over the candle stands creating a
mess. PLEASE use the lighter. If you have trouble
with the lighter, ask for help.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Gives Back
For each car, truck or van, running or not,
St. Vincent de Paul will give back to St. Francis of
Assisi $50/100 per vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a
vehicle, but a family member, friend or neighbor has
an old or neglected vehicle in their driveway that
they would like to dispose of.
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at
(718) 491-2525.

During this time of Covid-19, if you are not
feeling well, have a temperature, or have a cough,
please stay home and watch the mass on television.
There are a number of stations that carry Sunday
Mass for you to watch. Please know this is for
your health and the health of others.

2021 Mass Book
The 2021

Mass Book will be opening soon.
Please note the following:
The 9 AM Mass Monday to Friday
is a single intention Mass

On Saturday the 9 AM Mass is a multiple
intention Mass and the 5 PM Mass is a single
intention Mass.
Sunday 12:30 PM Italian Mass is a multiple
intention Mass.
All Announced Masses are $15.00
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp &
Altar Candles) are $60.00
Altar Flowers are $75.00

If you are interested in having your child
attend our Religious Education Program it is
not too late to register. Please call the
Religious Education office at
(718) 278-0259 for more information.

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW
SOMEONE WHO…

Has expressed an interest in becoming
Catholic?
Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not
celebrated the Sacraments of
Eucharist and/or Confirmation?
Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults) is what you're looking for! RCIA
offers seekers the opportunity to learn more
about our faith.
Sessions focus on the teachings and
experience of the Church as well as prepare
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the Easter season. You are welcome to
participate in the process with your
questions, your insights and your faith story
in a warm accepting setting. For information
please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli
at (718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM
or by appointment

Please join the Rosary Rally in support of our Police Department.
The Rally will be held in front of the 114th Precinct on
Saturday, September 26, 2020 at 12:00pm.
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the
wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do
thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and
all the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.
RAFFLE BOOKS
Please remember to return your
raffle books to the rectory or place
them in the offertory boxes when
you come into Church.
Since we are unable to have our
Fall Festival, the raffle is a
fundraiser for the parish and
academy. Please make every effort
to sell at least 1 raffle book. If you
are able to sell more, that will be a
great support.
The drawing of the winning
numbers will be after the 12:30PM
Mass on Sunday, October 4th.
Winner need not be present.
Please return the raffle books by
Friday, October 2nd in order that
the tickets can be
placed in the drum
for the drawing.

BLESSING OF ANIMALS
Sunday, October 4th is the Feast of
St. Francis of Assisi. The blessing
of animals will take place in the
school yard at 2:30 PM.
All are welcome to bring their pets
for a blessing.

Prayer for Catechists and Teachers
Loving Father, pour forth your Holy Spirit upon me that I may be a good catechist of
your Word, your Son, Jesus Christ. Render my mind and heart so open, receptive and
responsive to your Holy Spirit that, like Mary, I might become a living instrument of
your Word to others. Help me to be a faithful witness to Gospel life so that your
Church may become ever more alive. Let the fire of your love so enkindle my heart
that I may be an instrument of drawing others to love of you in the Church of your
Son. I ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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