26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention

Today’s Readings
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27– 26th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M.
Mauricio Mesa
9:30 A.M.
Muriel Galea
11:00 A.M. Raymond Loud
12:30 P.M. Angela Arnone
Rosa Sferrazza
Giuseppino Volpe
Elisabeppa DeVrandis-Sorgini
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Leonard Autera

Ezekiel 18:25-28
Philippians 2:1-11
Matthew 21:28-32

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 - Sts. Michael, Gabriel
& Raphael, Archangels
9:00 A.M.
Mary Bell Frattini

Job 1:6-22
Luke 9:46-50

TUESDAY:

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
John 1:47-51

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 - St. Jerome
9:00 A.M.
Thomas Rovitti

WEDNESDAY:

Job 9:1-12, 14-16
Luke 9:57-62

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1 - St. Theresa of the Child
Jesus
9:00 A.M.
Rosemarie Z. Conroy

THURSDAY:

Job 19:21-27
Luke 10:1-12

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 - Holy Guardian Angels
9:00 A.M.
Mary V. DeGloria

FRIDAY:

Job 38:1, 12-21, 40:3-5
Matthew 18:1-5, 10

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Marcelo Dee
Carmela Messina
Mary Rerecich
Paul Santoro

SATURDAY:

Job 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17
Luke 10:17-24

5:00 P.M.

Denise Conroy-Loyal

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 27th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
(Feast of St. Francis of Assisi)
8:00 A.M.
Raymond Loud
9:30 A.M.
For the People of St. Francis
11:00 A.M. Ida Zoppo
12:30 P.M. 90th Anniversary Mass

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 5:1-7
Philippians 4:6-9
Matthew 21:33-43

My Dear Parishioners,
From today’s readings, we learn three things: First, true conversion takes place in the heart;
second, by our actions we show forth our love of God; and third, we need to accept
responsibility for what we do.
In today’s first reading, Ezekiel states that if a sinful person turns from a life of sin and does
what is right, eternal life will be the reward. A virtuous person, who turns from a life of virtue
to a life of sin, will be punished. God judges us according to the choices we make. When we
love and trust God completely without holding anything back, God will reward the good that
is in us.
Jesus could see through the pretense of righteousness displayed by many of the chief priests
and elders. He knew they lacked a true love of God. Jesus shocked the religious leaders of his
day when he informed them that tax collectors and prostitutes would enter heaven before
them. He recognized those who opened their hearts to God and demonstrated a real
conversion of heart and mind. Jesus’ story of the two brothers teaches us that it is conversion
of the heart, put into action that shows love and respect toward the father. God expects the
same of us.
Through obedience to his Heavenly Father and by his sacrifice on the Cross, Jesus shows us
what love, service, and allegiance truly are. He is not looking for our outward pious actions;
he is waiting for us to take on his attitude and to become like him so that we can share his
love with others.
It is not always easy for us to be Christlike in our actions and attitudes. We look to Christ to
show us how this can be accomplished. Jesus always sought the will of his heavenly Father
and prayed for the power to obey and accomplish his will. It was his obedience to the Father’s
will that won for us reconciliation and salvation. Through his Cross, Jesus paved the way for
us to become the sons and daughters of his heavenly Father as well. God deeply desires to
help us. We need only to turn our hearts to him in true conversion. As Jesus held back nothing
that was asked of him, even accepting death on the Cross, our acceptance of any crosses we
have been given will show our love for God as well.
Enabled by the Holy Spirit, we can become like Jesus in word, action, and in our love of
others. When we willingly take on the responsibility of being Christlike in this world of ours,
we will reap rewards that can only be imagined.
God Bless,
Msgr. Maresca

90th Anniversary Mass
As you are aware we will be celebrating our 90th Anniversary with a mass on Sunday, October 4th at
12:30 PM. The mass will be celebrated by Bishop Massa and we will honor Deacon John, Deacon
Nick, Deacon Giovanni and Deacon Sal.
I was praying that the capacity of our Church would be increased by this time but unfortunately that
will not be happening. I am sorry that we will not be able to accommodate everyone who wants to
join us. A decision has been made that admission will have to be by ticket only. The ticket can be
picked up at the rectory on Friday, October 2nd from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM. It will be a first come,
first serve bases. The limit will be 2 tickets a person. Because the Deacons being honored will have
the first two pews on each side for their families, the number of seats available will only be 82.
I am pleased to inform you that John Ketcham has agreed to live stream the 90th Anniversary Mass
for those who are unable to be present. It can be viewed on our Facebook page: St. Francis of
Assisi Parish or on our web site: www.stfrancisofassisiastoria.org . I am so appreciative of John for
doing this for our parish.
I know it’s not the same as being there but it’s the best we can do during these challenging times.
Again I am sorry that we can’t fill the Church for this milestone in the life of our parish.
Thank you for your understanding in this matter.
May the Lord Bless our parish in the years ahead and give us the wisdom, strength and courage to
be faithful disciples of the Lord.

Msgr. Maresca
RAFFLE BOOKS
Please remember to return your raffle books
to the rectory or place them in the offertory
boxes when you come into Church.
Since we are unable to have our Fall
Festival, the raffle is a fundraiser for the
parish and academy. Please make every
effort to sell at least 1 raffle book. If you are
able to sell more, that will be a great
support.
The drawing of the winning numbers will be
after the 12:30PM Mass on Sunday, October
4th. Winner need not be present.
Please return the raffle
books by Friday, October 2nd
in order that the tickets can
be placed in the drum for
the drawing.

BLESSING OF ANIMALS
Sunday, October 4th is the Feast of
St. Francis of Assisi. The blessing of animals
will take place in the school yard at 2:30 PM.
All are welcome to bring their pets for a
blessing.

Tuesday, September 29, 2020
is the Feast of
Sts. Michael, Gabriel & Raphael
Archangels
Angels—messengers from God—appear
frequently in Scripture, but only Michael,
Gabriel and Raphael are named.
Michael appears in Daniel’s vision as “the great
prince” who defends Israel against its enemies;
in the Book of Revelation, he leads God’s
armies to final victory over the forces of evil.
Devotion to Michael is the oldest angelic
devotion, rising in the East in the fourth century.
The Church in the West began to observe a
feast honoring Michael and the angels in the
fifth century.
Gabriel also makes an appearance in Daniel’s
visions, announcing Michael’s role in God’s
plan. His best-known appearance is an
encounter with a young Jewish girl named
Mary, who consents to bear the Messiah.
Raphael’s activity is confined to the Old
Testament story of Tobit. There he appears to
guide Tobit’s son Tobiah through a series of
fantastic adventures which lead to a threefold
happy ending: Tobiah’s marriage to Sarah, the
healing of Tobit’s blindness, and the
restoration of the family fortune.

Wednesday, September 30, 2020
is the Feast of
St. Jerome
He was above all a Scripture scholar,
translating most of the Old Testament from the
Hebrew. Jerome also wrote commentaries
which are a great source of scriptural
inspiration for us today. He was an avid
student, a thorough scholar, a prodigious letter
writer and a consultant to monk, bishop, and
pope. Saint Augustine said of him, “What
Jerome is ignorant of, no mortal has ever
known.”
Saint Jerome is particularly important for
having made a translation of the Bible which
came to be called the Vulgate. It is not the
most critical edition of the Bible, but its
acceptance by the Church was fortunate. As a
modern scholar says, “No man before Jerome
or among his contemporaries and very few
men for many centuries afterwards were so
well qualified to do the work.” The Council of
Trent called for a new and corrected edition of
the Vulgate, and declared it the authentic text
to be used in the Church.

Each of the archangels performs a different
mission in Scripture: Michael protects; Gabriel
announces; Raphael guides.
The memorials of Gabriel and Raphael were
added to the Roman calendar in 1921. The
1970 revision of the calendar joined their
individual feasts to Michael’s.

Sunday, October 4, 2020
is the Feast of
St. Francis of Assisi

Thursday, October 1, 2020
is the Feast of
St. Therese of the Child Jesus
“I prefer the monotony of obscure sacrifice to
all ecstasies. To pick up a pin for love can
convert a soul.”
These are the words of Thérèse of Lisieux, a
Carmelite nun called the “Little Flower,” who
lived a cloistered life of obscurity in the
convent of Lisieux, France. And her
preference for hidden sacrifice did indeed
convert souls. Few saints of God are more
popular than this young nun. Her
autobiography, The Story of a Soul, is read
and loved throughout the world. Thérèse
Martin entered the convent at the age of 15
and died in 1897 at the age of 24.
Life in a Carmelite convent is indeed uneventful and consists mainly of prayer and hard domestic work. But Thérèse possessed that holy
insight that redeems the time, however dull
that time may be. She saw in quiet suffering a
redemptive suffering, suffering that was
indeed her apostolate. Thérèse said she
came to the Carmel convent “to save souls
and pray for priests.” And shortly before she
died, she wrote: “I want to spend my heaven
doing good on earth.”
Thérèse was canonized in 1925. On October
19, 1997, Pope John Paul II proclaimed her a
Doctor of the Church, the third woman to be
so recognized in light of her holiness and the
influence of her teaching on spirituality in the
Church.
Her parents, Louis and Zélie, were beatified
in 2008, and canonized in 2015.

Friday, October 2, 2020
is the Feast of
The Holy Guardian Angels
The idea of a guardian angel or heavenly guide
may seem superstitious, old-fashioned, or
outdated to some. It is difficult, sometimes, to
understand why Catholicism would include in
its Catechism this rather fanciful idea. The
teachings of the Catholic Church are not designed simply to be facts we blindly agree with
or disagree with, however, but are rather
designed to reveal more to us about our God
who is love, the world God created and how
God seeks to offer us grace and salvation in
every moment of our lives.
In its paragraph on guardian angels, the
Catechism of the Catholic Church includes a
quote from the great fourth-century
theologian's, St. Basil of Caesarea's, treatise
against Eunomius: “Beside each believer
stands an angel as protector and shepherd
leading him or her to life” (CCC 336). Basil's
idea has some scriptural foundation, as Christ
says: "Take care that you do not despise one of
these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their
angels continually see the face of my Father in
heaven" (Mt 18:10).
The word “angel” comes from the Hebrew term
for “messenger,” and the angels in Hebrew
Scriptures function as spirits that bring
messages from God—an angel brings word to
Abraham to spare Isaac, an angel wrestles with
Jacob, and angels help Daniel interpret God's
visions. In the New Testament, the angel
Gabriel announces the births of Jesus and
John the Baptist, angels assist Jesus when he
is tempted in the desert and in his agony in the
garden. In varying gospel accounts, angel(s)
are witnessed at the empty tomb, and Matthew
credits an angel from rolling the stone back
from the entrance.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,
George Behringer, Augustin Cisneros, Mario Floramo,
Martha Calado, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
ChristopherAraimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler,
Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo
Also remember in your prayers all the
deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

FOCUS:
In love God waits for us to turn to Him.

The Father calls each of us, daughters and sons,
to participate in Him work. Will we to to His
vineyard? Even if we have said “no” ten times,
we can turn around! With the Father’s help, we
can turn from disobedience to obedience - from
sinfulness to grace. The Father waits patiently,
and is always welcoming.

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy
Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be
thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to
receive Jesus, that special time we have with our
Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be
distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking
with the person on the end of the pew.
The Roman Missal states that,
“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one
may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”.

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Please be mindful that there are
people who come to church early in
order to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

Memorials for the Week of
September 27, 2020
ALTAR CANDLES
In loving memory of
Raymond Loud
Requested by:

Meta Brady

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 27, 2020
“He humbled Himself and became
obedient ...”
Consider a vocation as a priest, deacon or in the
consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation
Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:
vocations@diobrook.org

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:

Bishop DiMarzio is calling for a diocesan
wide Annual Catholic Appeal in Pew
commitment weekend on October 3rd and
4th. Envelopes will be in the pews for your
use. Our parish goal is $42,815.00. At this
time $22,185 has been pledged towards our
goal.
I am well aware of the challenging times we
are living and the financial stress place on
each of us. However, I ask you to do
whatever you can to help us reach our goal.
Please fill out the envelope with your pledge
commitment. No money needs to be given
at this time. Return your envelope when you
leave Church by placing it in the collection
boxes in the back of Church.
I want to express my appreciation to all who
have already pledged or given your
donation. Your support of this Appeal
enables the Diocese to uphold its mission of
feeding the sick, caring for the elderly,
educating our young, forming deacons and
priest, and much more.

Collection 9/19-20
Catholic Education

$3,795.00
490.00

School parents must use church
envelopes.

During this time of Covid-19, if you are not
feeling well, have a temperature, or have a
cough, please stay home and watch the mass on
television. There are a number of stations that
carry Sunday Mass for you to watch. Please
know this is for your health and the health of
others.

THANK YOU for all your support and
generosity in helping us reach our goal.
Msgr. Maresca
Ensuring the Future of Your Church
ATTENTION:
Please DO NOT light the candles in Church by
using another candle. One could get burned and the
wax is dripping all over the candle stands creating a
mess. PLEASE use the lighter. If you have trouble
with the lighter, ask for help.

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use their
wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you
create yours.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Gives Back

STATUE OF ST. CLARE OF ASSISI
Our new statue of St. Clare of Assisi is up in the
front of Church on the right side of the sanctuary.
If anyone would like to make a donation toward the
statue, your name will be placed on a plaque. A
minimum donation of $100 is requested.
The new statue will be blessed by Bishop Massa
during the 90th Anniversary Mass on October 4th at
12:30 PM.

For each car, truck or van, running or not,
St. Vincent de Paul will give back to St. Francis of
Assisi $50/100 per vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a
vehicle, but a family member, friend or neighbor has
an old or neglected vehicle in their driveway that
they would like to dispose of.
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at
(718) 491-2525.

Prayer to Your Guardian Angel
Angel of God,
my guardian dear,
To whom God's love
commits me here,
Ever this day,
be at my side,
To light and guard,

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME

Rule and guide.
Amen.

"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of
God"

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN
Join us in our virtual scripture study. We meet every
Thursday at 7:30pm. The October 1st meeting will cover
John Chapter 1.
We are using Zoom as our platform. Technical assistance
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using
the program.
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using the
Little Rock Scripture program. Study booklets will be
provided.
If you are interested in joining the study group or would
like further information, please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the
rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-All Are Welcome!
For information contact:
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com

2021 Mass Book
The 2021

Mass Book will be opening soon.
Please note the following:
The 9 AM Mass Monday to Friday
is a single intention Mass

On Saturday the 9 AM Mass is a multiple
intention Mass and the 5 PM Mass is a single
intention Mass.
Sunday 12:30 PM Italian Mass is a multiple
intention Mass.
All Announced Masses are $15.00
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp &
Altar Candles) are $60.00
Altar Flowers are $75.00

St. Francis of Assisi wishes to congratulate
our children who received their
First Holy Communion
on September 26, 2020
Landon Abela
Dominic Allocca
Vanessa Blaslov
Niculai Cardoso-Marques
Antonio Carlucci
Filomena Carlucci
Milania Charelli
Giancarlo Constanza
Sarah Gomez
Alijah Goris
Ricardo Gutierrez
Delcan Higgins
Kate Loughnane
Giselle Marden
Kylee Martinez

Sophia McCloskey
John McElwaine
Benjamin Montenegro
Rylan Nevins
Lucas Pan
Sophie Payan
Matthew Pike
John Paul Rendon III
Sophia Short
Arianna Soberal
Giovanni Tomasello
Ryan Villanueva
Mia Viola
Veronica Vorlicek

