23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention

Today’s Readings

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 – 23rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M. Richard Conlon
9:30 A.M. Carmela Vella
11:00 A.M. Anne Horgan
12:30 P.M. Eduardo Pistola
Ida Zoppo
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Charlotte Francis Brickner

Ezekiel 33:7-9
Romans 13:8-10
Matthew 18:15-20

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 - The Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
9:00 A.M. Angelo Sferrazza

1 Corinthians 5:1-8
Luke 6:6-11

TUESDAY:

Micah 5:1-4a
Matthew 1:1-6, 18-23

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 - St. Peter Claver
9:00 A.M.
Beatrice Tedesco

WEDNESDAY:

1 Corinthians 7:25-31
Luke 6:20-26

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Matthew C. Karcic family

THURSDAY:

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Thomas Carney

1 Corinthians 8:1b-7, 11-13
Luke 6:27-38

FRIDAY:

1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22b-27
Luke 6:39-42

SATURDAY:

1 Corinthians 10:14-22
Luke 6:43-49

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 - The Most Holy Name
of Mary
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Herena Gonzalez
Clytie James
5:00 P.M.

Edward Simeone

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 – 24th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 A.M. Holy Name
9:30 A.M. For the People of St. Francis
11:00 A.M. Millie Peri
12:30 P.M. Giuseppina LoPiccolo
Francesco Davi
Mario Carullo

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sirach 27:30-28:7
Romans 14:7-9
Matthew 18:21-35

ACADEMY NEWS
School begins this week, but it’s going to look a lot
different than in years past. Social distancing, hybrid,
distance and remote learning are all terms that have
become part of our everyday vocabulary. Masks, hand
sanitizer, gloves and alcohol are all items to be added to
supply lists. We are more than ready to rise to the
challenge that educating children in a pandemic presents.
We welcome new faculty members Miss Jessica Rapa,
Preschool, Mr. Joseph Curro, Grade 3, Ms. Lynda
DeDominicis, Grade 6, and Ms. Gina Machin, Grade 7
and new assistants Mrs. JoAnn Lisciandro and Miss
Amanda Cunningham.
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Academy will be offering
full-time, face-to-face learning with the option for
distance learning being offered to those who opt in to that
program.

If you are interested in having your child
attend our Religious Education Program it is
not too late to register. Please call the
Religious Education office at
(718) 278-0259 for more information.

This Week at SFA Catholic Academy
Wednesday 9/09

Thursday 9/10

Friday 9/11

Grades 6-7-8 ONLY report to
school from 8-12:30. Entry and
dismissal through assigned doors
only. Grade 6 uses door A; grade
7, door C and Grade 8, door D
(Rectory driveway door)
Grades 3-4-5 ONLY report to
school from 8-12:30. Entry and
dismissal through assigned doors
only. Grade 3 uses door C; grade
4 door A and Grade 5, door D
(Rectory driveway door)
PreSchool A and B (door B) by
appointment and PreK
(Main door) from 9:30-11
if scheduled
Grades K-1-2 ONLY report to
school from 8-12:30. Entry and
dismissal through assigned doors
only. Grade K uses door B;
grade , door C and Grade 2, door
D (Rectory driveway door)
PreSchool A and B (door B) by
appointment and PreK (Main
door) from 9:30-11

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW
SOMEONE WHO…

Has expressed an interest in becoming
Catholic?
Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not
celebrated the Sacraments of
Eucharist and/or Confirmation?
Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults) is what you're looking for! RCIA
offers seekers the opportunity to learn more
about our faith.
Sessions focus on the teachings and
experience of the Church as well as prepare
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during
the Easter season. You are welcome to
participate in the process with your
questions, your insights and your faith story
in a warm accepting setting. For information
please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli
at (718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM
or by appointment

Welcome New Parishioners
We welcome those who registered in our parish during
the month of August 2020.

Shannon DeRosa
Frederick & Paola DeChirico

Marriages
We welcome those who were married during
the month of August 2020

Israel Perez Jr & Lauren B. Valiente

Baptisms
We welcome those who were Baptized during the
month of August 2020.

Samuel Vincent Murphy
Milania Grace Gold Kull

Purgatorial Society
The following names have been enrolled in our Purgatorial
Society for the month of August 2020. Please remember to
continue to pray for their families.

William Sanchez

Recently Deceased
The following have passed away during the month of August 2020.
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish.

Georgiana Stupakevich
Mario Tenaglia

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Feast Day - September 8, 2020
We know that everyone has a birthday. The Bible doesn’t say anything about Mary’s birth, but we know
that she was born. Like all parents, Mary’s parents—we call them Joachim and Ann—probably took one
look at their newborn daughter and knew that she was special.
Joachim and Ann loved God very much, and they were filled with gratitude to God for the gift of a child.
They raised Mary as a child of God, teaching her to love and serve God. When the angel Gabriel told
Mary that she had been chosen to be the Mother of Jesus, she already had great faith in God. Her strong
faith and trust allowed her to say yes to God’s plan for her. We cannot be certain what the future holds for
any newborn infant, but we do know that the life of each person has meaning and purpose. When Mary
was born, the world did not know who she was. Sometimes others—and maybe even you—don’t see how
special you are. Maybe you forget that God is calling you, too, right now, to do what Mary did—to bring
Jesus into the world.
When we celebrate his mother’s birth, we honor Jesus too. Today thank God for the gift of life, and give
honor to both Mary and Jesus by showing respect and concern for one another—remembering that God
has created each person with love and with a call to something very special in life.

Prayer for the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Impart to your servants, we pray, O Lord, the gift of heavenly grace, that the feast of the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin may bring deeper peace to those for whom the birth of her
Son was the dawning of salvation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Feast Day - September 12, 2020
Eight days after the birth of the Blessed Virgin, her holy parents, Saint Joachim and Saint
Anne, inspired by God, gave her the name of Mary. The name Mary means Lady, and also Star of the Sea. Just to say her holy name is a prayer. It gives everyone who does so favor
with God and power over the devil. Blessed Pope Innocent XI set up the feast of the Holy
Name of Mary in 1683 to thank her for the victory which the Catholic army under John
Sobieski, King of Poland, gained over the Turks (Mohammedans), who were trying to sack
Vienna and move in and conquer all the Catholics of the West. Mary’s name occurs in the first
part and in the second part of the Hail Mary. In the middle of the Hail Mary, one speaks the
Holy Name of Jesus. Great apostles of the Holy Name of Mary have been: Saint Anthony of
Padua and Saint Bernard of Clairvaux. Saint Bernard of Clairvaux says, “O most holy Virgin
Mary, your name is so sweet and admirable that one cannot say it without becoming inflamed
with love toward God and toward you.” Another great apostle of the Holy Name of Mary is
Saint Alphonsus Maria de Liguori, her namesake.
Hail Mary full of Grace, the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus.
Holy Mary Mother of God,
pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.
Amen

Wednesday, September 9, 2020
is the Feast of
St. Peter Claver
St. Peter Claver was born at Verdu, Catalonia,
Spain, in 1580, of impoverished parents descended
from ancient and distinguished families. He
studied at the Jesuit college of Barcelona, entered
the Jesuit novitiate at Tarragona in 1602 and took
his final vows on August 8th, 1604. While
studying philosophy at Majorca, the young
religious was influenced by St. Alphonsus
Rodriguez to go to the Indies and save "millions of
perishing souls." In 1610, he landed at Cartagena,
the principle slave market of the New World,
where a thousand slaves were landed every month.
After his ordination in 1616, he dedicated
himself by special vow to the service of the slaves
-a work that was to last for thirty-three years. He
labored unceasingly for the salvation of the
African slaves and the abolition of the slave trade,
and the love he lavished on them was something
that transcended the natural order.

Boarding the slave ships as they entered the
harbor, he would hurry to the revolting inferno of
the hold, and offer whatever poor refreshments he
could afford; he would care for the sick and dying,
and instruct the slaves through catechists before
administering the Sacraments. Through his efforts
three hundred thousand souls entered the Church.
Furthermore, he did not lose sight of his converts
when they left the ships, but followed them to the
plantations to which they were sent, encouraged
them to live as Christians, and prevailed on their
masters to treat them humanely. He died in 1654.

Prayer of Remembrance
May all of us remember with love
and compassion this day.
May we grieve with those who still
mourn,
And share memories with those who
cannot forget.
May we draw strength from those
who bravely responded,
And gave their lives to save others.
May we stand with strangers who
became neighbors that day,
And remember their generosity and
hospitality.
Above all God may we remember
Your faithfulness
And learn to trust in your unfailing
love.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ann Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,
George Behringer, Augustin Cisneros, Mario Floramo,
Martha Calado, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
ChristopherAraimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler,
Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo and Antionette DeBenedetto
Also remember in your prayers all the
deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of
God"

FOCUS:
Love your neighbor as yourself
Our readings today work together to teach us about
the real obligations of the law, which include gently
correcting one another so that our communities may
be in harmony. Paul explains how we must do this,
and do all things, with love. And Jesus promises to
remain with us always..

We will be continuing our scripture study again this year,
but we will be conducting the group virtually. Once we
have all the details, we will pass this information along
to you in the Bulletin.
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-All Are Welcome!
For information contact:
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com

Please be mindful that there are
people who come to church early in
order to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy
Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be
thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to
receive Jesus, that special time we have with our
Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be
distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking
with the person on the end of the pew.
The Roman Missal states that,
“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one
may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”.

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 6, 2020
“Where two or three are gathered in
My name ...”
Consider a vocation as a priest, deacon or in the
consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation
Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:
vocations@diobrook.org

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Gives Back
For each car, truck or van, running or not,
St. Vincent de Paul will give back to St. Francis of
Assisi $50/100 per vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a
vehicle, but a family member, friend or neighbor has
an old or neglected vehicle in their driveway that
they would like to dispose of.
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at
(718) 491-2525.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Collection 8/29-30

$5021.00

School parents must use church
envelopes.

Reminder
Next weekend, September 12/13, the second envelope
will be for Catholic University of America. Please be
as generous as your means allow. Thank you.

ATTENTION:
Please DO NOT light the candles in Church by
using another candle. One could get burned and the
wax is dripping all over the candle stands creating a
mess. PLEASE use the lighter. If you have trouble with the lighter, ask for help.
Thank You.

All those attending Mass,
please be aware of your
personal responsibility to
exercise common sense and
your best judgment when you
are sick. Thank you for your
concern for one another.

Golden Age Members
Since the beginning of the pandemic, we have kept
in touch with our members. Fortunately, none have
contracted the virus. Some family members and
friends were not as fortunate. Several of you had
surgeries and four of our members have passed
away. All are in our daily prayers and were
remembered with cards.
Because of our vulnerability (old age) several of our
physicians advised against resuming our meetings
for the remainder of 2020. However, some of you
have expressed an interest in remembering our 50th
anniversary in November with a Mass. The option
will be explored and you will be notified. Until
then, God bless you and be cautious.
To all our fellow parishioners, please know you are
in our prayers.
Be Safe & God Bless

Ensuring the Future of Your Church

Monday, September 7, the Rectory office
will be closed all day in honor of Labor
Day. The office will reopen on Tuesday,
September 8, at 9:00am.

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use their
wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you
create yours.

