The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary—Solemnity

Today’s Readings

Mass Intention

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary-Solemnity

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

AUGUST 15 – The Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary—Solemnity
Gloria Zamagias
For the People of St. Francis
Theresa Prezioso
Anna Maria Chicolini Chille
Nicola Zulli
Domenico Maneri

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

AUGUST 16 - St. Stephen of Hungary
Camillo Carullo

MONDAY:

Judges 2:11-19
Matthew 19:16-22

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

AUGUST 17 - WEEKDAY
Jeanne Nestor

TUESDAY:

Judges 6:11-24a
John 19:23-30

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Lina Valentini

WEDNESDAY:

Judges 9:6-15
Matthew 20:1-16

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19 - St. John Eudes
9:00 A.M.
Elvira Martucci

THURSDAY:

Judges 11:29-39a
Matthew 22:1-14

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

FRIDAY:

Ruth 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22
Matthew 22:34-40

SATURDAY:

Ruth 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17
Matthew 23:1-12

SUNDAY,

AUGUST 20 - St. Bernard
Vito Silletti

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21 - St. Pius X
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Ivan Zgaljic
Maria Zgaljic
5:00 P.M.

Mauricio Mesa

SUNDAY,

AUGUST 22 – Twenty-First Sunday
In Ordinary Time
Paul Eiaw
Theresa Polizio
For the People of St. Francis
Jacqueline Mangiafreno
Maria Cini

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab
1 Corinthians 15:20-27
Luke 1:39-56

Readings for the Week

The Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b
Ephesians 5:21-32
John 6:60-69

Sunday, August 15, 2021
The Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
The Catholic Church teaches as dogma that the Virgin Mary “having completed the course of her
earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.” This doctrine was dogmatically defined by
Pope Pius XII on November 1, 1950, in the Apostolic Constitution Munificentissimus Deus, while
exercising papal infallibility. But Pope Pius was not declaring the belief in the Assumption as something
new or novel. There is written evidence of the belief as early as the 4th century in text that covers
several different languages and a fairly wide geographical dispersion. Teaching of the Assumption of
Mary became widespread across the Christian world, having been celebrated liturgically as early as the
5th century in the East. It was celebrated in the West under Pope Sergius I in the 8th century and Pope
Leo IV then confirmed the feast as official. Theological debate about the Assumption continued,
following the Reformation, climaxing in 1950 when Pope Pius XII defined it as dogma for the Catholic
Church.
Pope Pius took advantage of modern communications available in his time. He asked bishops worldwide
to tell him what the people believed and practiced – the sensus fideum – the sense of the faithful. The
dogmatic declaration that the Assumption was part of the “deposit of faith” for all Catholics was just
the formal declaration of what the faithful already believed and practiced.

Almighty and eternal God, who hast taken up into the glory of Heaven, with body and soul, the
Immaculate Virgin Mary, Mother of thy son: grant us, we pray, that we may always strive after
heavenly things and thus merit to share in her glory.
Mary, Queen Assumed into Heaven, I rejoice that after years of heroic martyrdom on earth, you
have at last been taken to the throne prepared for you in heaven by the Holy Trinity.
Lift my heart with you in the glory of your Assumption above the dreadful touch of sin and impurity. Teach me how small earth becomes when viewed from heaven. Make me realize that death is the
triumphant gate through which I shall pass to your Son, and that someday my body shall rejoin my
soul in the unending bliss of heaven.
From this earth, over which I tread as a pilgrim, I look to you for help. When my hour of death has
come, lead me safely to the presence of Jesus to enjoy the vision of my God for all eternity together
with you. Amen.

Friday, August 20, 2021
The Feast of
Saint Bernard

Saturday, August 21, 2021
The Feast of
Saint Pius X

In the year 1111, at the age of 20, Bernard left
his home to join the monastic community of
Citeaux. His five brothers, two uncles, and
some 30 young friends followed him into the
monastery. Within four years, a dying
community had recovered enough vitality to
establish a new house in the nearby valley of
Wormwoods, with Bernard as abbot. The
zealous young man was quite demanding,
though more on himself than others. A slight
breakdown of health taught him to be more
patient and understanding. The valley was
soon renamed Clairvaux, the valley of light.

Pope Pius X is perhaps best remembered for
his encouragement of the frequent reception of
Holy Communion, especially by children. The
second of 10 children in a poor Italian family,
Joseph Sarto became Pius X at age 68. He was
one of the 20th century’s greatest popes.

His ability as arbitrator and counselor became
widely known. More and more he was lured
away from the monastery to settle longstanding disputes. Bernard was completely
dedicated to the primacy of the Roman See.
But to a letter of warning from Rome, he replied
that the good fathers in Rome had enough to
do to keep the Church in one piece. If any
matters arose that warranted their interest, he
would be the first to let them know. Shortly
thereafter it was Bernard who intervened in a
full-blown schism and settled it in favor of the
Roman pontiff against the antipope.

Interested in politics, Pope Pius encouraged
Italian Catholics to become more politically
involved. One of his first papal acts was to end
the supposed right of governments to interfere
by veto in papal elections—a practice that
reduced the freedom of the 1903 conclave
which had elected him. In 1905, when France
renounced its agreement with the Holy See and
threatened confiscation of Church property if
governmental control of Church affairs were not
granted, Pius X courageously rejected the
demand.

The Holy See prevailed on Bernard to preach
the Second Crusade throughout Europe. His
eloquence was so overwhelming that a great
army was assembled and the success of the
crusade seemed assured. The ideals of the
men and their leaders, however, were not those
of Abbot Bernard, and the project ended as a
complete military and moral disaster. Bernard
felt responsible in some way for the
degenerative effects of the crusade. This heavy
burden possibly hastened his death, which
came August 20, 1153.

Ever mindful of his humble origin, Pope Pius
stated, “I was born poor, I lived poor, I will die
poor.” He was embarrassed by some of the
pomp of the papal court. “Look how they have
dressed me up,” he said in tears to an old
friend.

While he did not author a famous social
encyclical as his predecessor had done, he
denounced the ill treatment of indigenous
peoples on the plantations of Peru, sent a relief
commission to Messina after an earthquake,
and sheltered refugees at his own expense.
On the 11th anniversary of his election as pope,
Europe was plunged into World War I. Pius had
foreseen it, but it killed him. “This is the last affliction the Lord will visit on me. I would gladly
give my life to save my poor children from this
ghastly scourge.” He died a few weeks after the
war began, and was canonized in 1954.

The Memorare
2nd Time:

2nd Time:

Darren Burke
St. Francis of Assisi
Astoria, NY
And
Joanna Sawyer
St. Francis of Assisi
Astoria, NY

William O’Donnell
St. Robert Bellarmine
Bayside, NY
And
Caitlyn O’Connor
St. Francis of Assisi
Astoria, NY

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

Memorials for the Week of
August 15, 2021
SANCTUARY LAMP
In Loving Memory of
Armando & Assunta
Sorgini
Requested by:

The Sorgini Family

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers
in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.
The parish values and welcomes each person’s
gift of time, talent and treasure. As a
faith-filled community, we are committed to
minister to the spiritual, educational and
material needs of all people.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Steven Joyce, Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose
Williams, George Behringer, Augustin Cisneros,
Martha Calado, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim
Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter,
Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to
you seat in silence and use this special
time for prayer and thanksgiving.
Reflect that you have received the Body
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe
a prayerful silence.

Please be mindful that there
are people who come to church
early in order to pray.
Please show
respect by observing silence.

The Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin MarySolemnity
August 15, 2021
“I am the living bread that
came down from heaven.”

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social
distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound
person should be equally comfortable in having the
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit
their home. If Extraordinary Ministers are willing,
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know.
Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your
name, address, and phone number. A minister will
be in contact with you to make the necessary
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister
on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when
you call the rectory.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

FOCUS:
Mary, cause of our joy, pray for us.

The infant Jesus in Mary’s womb was a cause of
joy for Elizabeth and John, her unborn son. Christ
is present in us through the gift of the Eucharist.
Where is our joy? Does it overflow and draw
others to know and love Mary’s Son, Jesus? Mary
is our model and our aid. She delights to
intercede that all may trust Jesus.

If you have a child beginning first grade in public
school, it is time to register for Religious
Education. Diocesan guidelines require two years
of instructions prior to the reception of a
Sacrament. If your child is already in the first
grade and missed this year, call the Office of
Religious Education to set up an appointment to
discuss the options.
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,

Prayer for Safe Travel

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW
SOMEONE WHO…

Has expressed an interest in becoming
Catholic?
Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not
celebrated the Sacraments of
Eucharist and/or Confirmation?

O almighty and merciful God, Who
commission Your angels to guide and
protect us, command them to be our
constant companions from our leaving
until our return; to clothe us with their
invisible protection; to keep us from all
danger, and finally, having preserved us
from all evil, and especially from sin, to
guide us to our heavenly home.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
is what you're looking for!
Sessions focus on the teachings and
experience of the Church as well as prepare
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season.
For information please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM
or by appointment

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Sunday Collections 8/7-8/8

$3,855.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

Church Tower Repairs
The front and side of the tower of Church are in
need of major repair. If you look closely at the
wood it is rotting and cracked and, in some places,
coming off. Work needs to be done before water
seeps into the stairwell going down to Msgr.
Campbell Hall. Before that happens, which would
create mold and mildew, it has to be repaired.

THANK YOU to all who have donated to
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate
your generosity. As of this time we have
$36,508.00 pledged and $27,508.00 paid
towards our goal of $41,679.00.
If you have not donated to the appeal as of
this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a
donation to help us achieve our goal.
Envelopes are available in Church or you
may stop at the rectory.
Our parish receives a grant from the appeal
for our Religious Education Program and a
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help
us reach our goal since we do benefit from
the appeal.

I have contracted with ARTECH Church
Restoration, they are the company who restored the
inside of our church years ago, to do the work on the
tower. They will fasten all the loose boards and
then install custom cap aluminum siding to replicate
the existing design. This will protect the
tower and prevent any rotting or leakage of water
for years to come. The cost of this project is
$25,500.00.
I know we are in challenging times, however, if you
are able to make a donation to help defray the cost, I
would be very grateful. Please make the check out
to St. Francis of Assisi and mark the envelope
“TOWER RESTORATION”. You may place it in
any collection or drop it off at the rectory.
Thank you for your support of this project and your
help in keeping our Church in good shape. To this
day, we have received 12,730.00 in donations.
I am grateful to all those who have donated to this
project.

Msgr. Maresca

Diocesan Pilgrimage
Oberammergau
The Passion Play
Visits to: Wurzburg,
Passau, Salzburg & Munich

Diocesan Pilgrimage
World Metting of Families,
Rome
Visits to: Assisi,
Siena & Florence

May 17—26, 2022
Bishop Octavio Cisneros
Spiritual Director

Join Pope Francis,
The Office of Family Life
And the Diocese of Brooklyn

Chaplain

June 20—30, 2022

For a Brochure Call
Peters Way Tours
516-605-1551
peter@petersway.com

For a Brochure Call
Regina Tours
1-800-Catholi(c)X 232
fciraolo@groupist.com

Rev. Frank Schwarz

ATTENTION ALL SOCIETIES
A copy of the 2021/2022 calendar
can be picked up at the Rectory.

PLEASE do NOT leave any donations of
clothing, shoes and other things that you do
not want on the front steps of the rectory or
the Church. We are NOT collecting these
things and we have no place to keep them.
You may want to call the St. Vincent DePaul Society and inquire if they are
collecting things at this time.
Thank you for your cooperation.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK
August 15 - 21

NEXT WEEK
August 22 - 28

Sunday, August 15

Sunday, August 22

Monday, August 16

Monday, August 23

Tuesday, August 17

Tuesday, August 24

6:30pm—AA Meeting

6:30pm AA Meeting

Wednesday, August 18

Wednesday, August 25

Thursday, August 19

Thursday, August 26

Friday, August 20

Friday, August 27

Saturday, August 21

Saturday, August 28

Pope Francis announced a special year dedicated to St. Joseph starting from 8 December 2020 until 8
December 2021, on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of St. Joseph as the
Patron of the Universal Church, as well as the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady.
The Apostolic Penitentiary also issued a decree granting special indulgences for the duration of the
special year to celebrate the anniversary and “to perpetuate the entrustment of the whole Church to
the

powerful

patronage

of

the

Custodian

of

Jesus.”

During this period, the faithful will have the opportunity to commit themselves “with prayer and
good works, to obtain, with the help of St. Joseph, head of the heavenly Family of Nazareth, comfort
and relief from the serious human and social tribulations that besiege the contemporary world today.”

Saint Joseph was a faithful son of the Eternal Father. God reveals in Saint Joseph that a father
is a man who is obedient to God in an uncomplicated, sacrificial, and steadfast way. Saint
Joseph was a faithful and loving spouse. Joseph trusted in the angel’s words to him and
lovingly accepted Jesus as his own son. He provided a protective home for Mary and Jesus
and accepted his call to be a husband to Mary and a father to the Son of God, even when he
believed himself unworthy to do so. “Joseph’s attitude encourages us to accept and welcome
others as they are, without exception, and to show special concern for the weak, for God
chooses what is weak”.
Saint Joseph was present to his child and to his wife. God entrusted the Holy Family to Joseph
and worked through his creative courage to guide and protect the Holy Family. “Arriving in
Bethlehem and finding no lodging where Mary could give birth, Joseph took a stable and, best
he could, turned it into a welcoming home for the Son of God come into the world”.
Saint Joseph was willing to sacrifice for his family. Work is a means of participating in the work
of salvation. Joseph’s work as a carpenter provided a means for the Holy Family to thrive and
to remain hidden in Bethlehem. Joseph taught this work to Jesus. “Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work”
I do not remember even now that I have ever asked anything of [St. Joseph] which he has failed to
grant… To other saints the Lord seems to have given grace to succour us in some of our necessities,
but of this glorious saint my experience is that he succours us in them all…” (Autobiography of St.
Teresa of Avila)

Are you being called to help our Children?
St. Francis of Assisi needs catechists and volunteers. Our present
catechists are very dedicated, but the number is limited. We are
currently 2 short for the upcoming year, and if we wish to expand
the program and follow the call of Jesus to spread and deepen the
faith of our youth, we will need more volunteers. New volunteers
could be catechists, assistants, hall or door monitors, substitutes,etc.
New catechists would not be placed into classes by
themselves except in rare occasions. Even if you can’t commit to
every week, any time you can give will help our program.
Please consider helping out with spreading the faith to the future
of the Church.
Call the Office of Religious Education at 718-278-0259 or email
(dre@sfaacademy.org) and I will contact you regarding how you can help.

SUMMER WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
As the summer provides us with weekend opportunities to get away, please
remember the importance of your weekly offerings. While the summer months
bring a dip in our mass attendance and weekly offerings, it is important that we
try to meet our normal operating expenses. Those expenses do not change with
the summer season.
Please consider submitting your summer envelopes before you leave for vacation.
Those monies help us pay our summer bills and keep our budget balanced. As you
know our fiscal year ends August 31, 2021, so it is important we maintain a
balanced budget. I appreciate your cooperation in this matter.
As always, thank you for your understanding, your generosity, and your spirit of
sacrificial giving.
Have a peaceful, prayerful, enjoyable and safe summer!

SUMMER RECTORY OFFICE
HOURS- 2021
Summer Rectory Office hours will begin
Monday, June 28th and conclude Tuesday,
September 7th.
Monday to Thursday
9:00am to 12 Noon
1:00pm to 5:00pm
NO Evening Hours
Friday
9:00am to 12 Noon
1:00pm to 3:00pm

SUMMER WEATHER
We are blessed to have air conditioning in
our Church to keep us cool.
Unfortunately, it is not easy to please
everyone. Some say it’s too cool,
others say it’s not cool enough. A
suggestion that you bring a sweater might
help to solve the situation if you feel the
cold. Also, if it’s a sunny day, you may
want to sit on the schoolyard side of
Church, where it is usually warmer from
the suns rays coming in through the
windows. Thank you.

NO Evening Hours
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
When going on
vacation and you need to know the nearest
Catholic Church, www.masstimes.org
will assist you.
Enjoy the summer!

