The Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Today’s Readings

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

AUGUST 29 – Twenty-Second Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Paul Eiaw
The Brucaliere Family
Philip Lupetin
Evelyn Matz
Calogera Giordano
Mrs. Grace Fulop

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

AUGUST 30 - WEEKDAY
Fernande Sabounghi

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

AUGUST 31 - WEEKSAY
Francis Caridi

The Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8
James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Luke 4:16-30

TUESDAY:

1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11
Luke 4:31-37

WEDNESDAY:

Colossians 1:1-8
Luke 4:38-44

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Elisabetta DeGrandis Sorgini

THURSDAY:

Colossians 1:9-14
Luke 5:1-11

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

FRIDAY:

Colossians 1:15-20
Luke 5:33-39

SATURDAY:

Colossians 1:21-23
Luke 6:1-5

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 - WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Pearl Salerno

SEPTEMBER 3- St. Gregory the Great
Irene Rabbit

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4-WEEKDAY
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Ruth Connolly
Charles Hickey
5:00 P.M.

Jerry Giacchina

SUNDAY,

SEPTEMBER 5 – Twenty-Third
Sunday in Ordinary Time
For the People of St. Francis
Carmela Vella
Tommaso Scarlatto
Mariano Floramo
Giuseppina Piazza
Matteo Ferrara

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 35:4-7a
James 2:1-5
Mark 7:31-37

Friday, September 3, 2021
The Feast of
Saint Gregory the Great
Gregory was the prefect of Rome before he
was 30. After five years in office he resigned,
founded six monasteries on his Sicilian estate,
and became a Benedictine monk in his own
home at Rome. Ordained a priest, Gregory
became one of the pope's seven deacons, and
also served six years in the East as papal
representative in Constantinople. He was
recalled to become abbot, but at the age of 50
was elected pope by the clergy and people of
Rome.
Gregory was direct and firm. He removed
unworthy priests from office, forbade taking
money for many services, emptied the papal
treasury to ransom prisoners of the Lombards
and to care for persecuted Jews and the
victims of plague and famine. He was very
concerned about the conversion of England,
sending 40 monks from his own monastery. He
is known for his reform of the liturgy, and for
strengthening respect for doctrine. Whether he
was largely responsible for the revision of
“Gregorian” chant is disputed.
Gregory lived in a time of perpetual strife with
invading Lombards and difficult relations with
the East. When Rome itself was under attack,
he interviewed the Lombard king.
His book, Pastoral Care, on the duties and
qualities of a bishop, was read for centuries
after his death. He described bishops mainly as
physicians whose main duties were preaching
and the enforcement of discipline. In his own
down-to-earth preaching, Gregory was skilled
at applying the daily Gospel to the needs of his
listeners. Called “the Great,” Gregory has been
given a place with Augustine, Ambrose, and
Jerome, as one of the four key doctors of the
Western Church.

If you have a child beginning first grade in public
school, it is time to register for Religious
Education. Diocesan guidelines require two years
of instructions prior to the reception of a
Sacrament. If your child is already in the first
grade and missed this year, call the Office of
Religious Education to set up an appointment to
discuss the options.
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW
SOMEONE WHO…

Has expressed an interest in becoming
Catholic?
Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not
celebrated the Sacraments of
Eucharist and/or Confirmation?
Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
is what you're looking for!
Sessions focus on the teachings and
experience of the Church as well as prepare
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season.
For information please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM
or by appointment
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org

Memorials for the Week of
August 29, 2021
ALTAR BREAD
In the Name of
Domenico & Assunta
DiBenedetto
Requested by:

Antoinette DiBenedetto
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will
resume on Tuesday, September 7th from
8:00am to 8:50am. The rosary is prayed
at 8:30am. What a wonderful way to
begin your day in the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament.
Adoration will be every day, Monday
through Saturday.
NO adoration on Sunday.

Saturday, September 4, 2021, the 9:00am
Mass will be an anointing Mass. All those
who wish to receive the Sacrament of the
Sick are asked to participate in this Mass.

Please make every effort to stop in
Church, even it’s only for 5 minutes. It is
a prayerful opportunity given to all of us
to express our thanks to the Lord for all
the blessings in our lives.

All are invited to join us in prayer as we
remember to pray for all those who are in
need of God’s healing power.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers
in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.
The parish values and welcomes each person’s
gift of time, talent and treasure. As a
faith-filled community, we are committed to
minister to the spiritual, educational and
material needs of all people.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Charles HickeySteven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, George Behringer,
Augustin Cisneros, Martha Calado,
James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,
Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim
Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter,
Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to
you seat in silence and use this special
time for prayer and thanksgiving.
Reflect that you have received the Body
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe
a prayerful silence.

Please be mindful that there
are people who come to church
early in order to pray.
Please show
respect by observing silence.

The Twenty-Second Sunday
in Ordinary Time
August 29, 2021
“He willed to give us birth.”

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social
distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound
person should be equally comfortable in having the
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit
their home. If Extraordinary Ministers are willing,
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know.
Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your
name, address, and phone number. A minister will
be in contact with you to make the necessary
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister
on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when
you call the rectory.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Will your path of holiness be as a
priest, deacon or in the consecrated life?
Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

FOCUS:
Be doers of the word and not hearers only.

We are called to be doers of the word, not hearers
only. The statutes of God are provided for our
benefit; they guide us in the ways of living with
and loving one another. All good giving and
every perfect gift is from above, and
pure-hearted persons return that love in caring
for the weakest and most vulnerable
among them.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Sunday Collections 8/21-8/22

$2,900.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

Church Tower Repairs
As you see they are completing the repair of the
front left side of the Church.

Next weekend, September 4th & 5th, the
2nd collection will be for Air Conditioning.
Please be as generous as your means allow.

THANK YOU for your donations to help with this
project. The cost of this project is $25,500.00 and
we received through your donations $13,280.00.
Thank you for your support of this project and
helping to keep our Church building in good shape.
Hopefully, capping the wood will last and prevent
any water leaks in the stairwell.
Please know I am grateful to all who have donated
to this project.

Msgr. Maresca
THANK YOU to all who have donated to
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate
your generosity. As of this time we have
$36,948.00 pledged and $29,601.66 paid
towards our goal of $41,679.00.
If you have not donated to the appeal as of
this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a
donation to help us achieve our goal.
Envelopes are available in Church or you
may stop at the rectory.
Our parish receives a grant from the appeal
for our Religious Education Program and a
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help
us reach our goal since we do benefit from
the appeal.
Thank you for your support.

Right now the people of Afghanistan and Haiti
are close to our hearts. When the worlds won’t
come, we turn to praying the scriptures over
them, knowing our God is close to the brokenhearted. We know He hears our prayers. We
know He loves His people.
Join us in praying for the innocent people of
Afghanistan and Haiti. Believe our God is with
them. Oh God, please protect and save them.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Your words, Lord, are Spirit and Life; You
have the words of everlasting life"
John 6:63,68
We are delighted to announce that the SFA
Scripture Study group will begin meeting
on September 9 face-to-face.

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING?
Then use your voice to praise the Lord!

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir.

Join us on Thursday, September 9th from
7:30 - 9:00 pm in the St. Joseph room of the
rectory. The Gospel readings and study will be
conducted using the Little Rock Scripture
program. Study booklets will be provided.

We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm
In the choir loft in church.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information,
please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call
the rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to
leave your name and contact information.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Golden Age Meetings
YES! Finally, the Golden Age meetings
resume on Monday, September 13th in
Monsignor Campbell Hall.
th
(45 Street side entrance to the Church basement)
Hope all return and bring a friend or
neighbor who is 60 years or older.
We are now permitted to have food
and drink.
Admission (weekly) is $2.00.
Cards, Pokeno and Bingo will be played
as usual. You will have time to socialize
with friends.
Looking forward to your return.
Welcome back all God Bless

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

August 29 - September 4

September 5 - September 11

Sunday, August 29

Sunday, September 5

Monday, August 30

Monday, September 6

Tuesday, August 31

Tuesday, September 7

6:30pm AA Meeting

Wednesday, September 1
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation

LABOR DAY - Rectory Office Closed All Day

9:00am Faculty/Staff Planning Day - School
6:30pm AA Meeting

Wednesday, September 8

Thursday, September 2

Classes Begin Grades K - 8
6:30pm - Parent Meeting 3k, K-2
7:00pm - Baptism Class in Rectory Lower Level

Friday, September 3

Thursday, September 9

Saturday, September 4
9:00am—Anointing Mass

10-11:30am Legion of Mary-Rectory Basement
6:30pm - Parent Meeting Grades 3-8
7:00pm - I.A.C.A. Meeting - Rectory Basement
7:30pm - Scripture Study

Friday, September 10
9/11 Prayer Service - School Yard

Saturday, September 11

Religious Education Registration after 5:00pm Mass

ATTENTION ALL SOCIETIES
A copy of the 2021/2022 Pastoral
year calendar can be picked up
at the Rectory.

The day is inspired by Pope Francis' landmark encyclical Laudato Si’, which calls on "every person
living on this planet" to care for our shared Earth.
He calls us all to celebrate this opportune moment to “reaffirm [our] personal vocation to be
stewards of creation, to thank God for the wonderful handiwork which he has entrusted to our care,
and to implore his help for the protection of creation, as well as his pardon for the sins committed
against the world in which we live.”
This World Day of Prayer also falls at the beginning of the Season of Creation, which runs until 4th
day of October, the feast of St Francis of Assisi. This is an ecumenical season dedicated to prayer
for the protection of creation and the promotion of sustainable lifestyles.
The World Day of Prayer is another opportunity for us to connect with our creator God and allow the
Lord to redefine our relationship with the environment: from one of consumption and control to one
of care and protection.

“Let us become agents of God’s mercy, channels through which
God can water the earth,
protect all creation and make peace and justice flourish.”
Pope Francis

Pope Francis announced a special year dedicated to St. Joseph starting from 8 December 2020 until 8
December 2021, on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of St. Joseph as the
Patron of the Universal Church, as well as the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady.
The Apostolic Penitentiary also issued a decree granting special indulgences for the duration of the
special year to celebrate the anniversary and “to perpetuate the entrustment of the whole Church to
the

powerful

patronage

of

the

Custodian

of

Jesus.”

During this period, the faithful will have the opportunity to commit themselves “with prayer and
good works, to obtain, with the help of St. Joseph, head of the heavenly Family of Nazareth, comfort
and relief from the serious human and social tribulations that besiege the contemporary world today.”

Saint Joseph was a faithful son of the Eternal Father. God reveals in Saint Joseph that a father
is a man who is obedient to God in an uncomplicated, sacrificial, and steadfast way. Saint
Joseph was a faithful and loving spouse. Joseph trusted in the angel’s words to him and
lovingly accepted Jesus as his own son. He provided a protective home for Mary and Jesus
and accepted his call to be a husband to Mary and a father to the Son of God, even when he
believed himself unworthy to do so. “Joseph’s attitude encourages us to accept and welcome
others as they are, without exception, and to show special concern for the weak, for God
chooses what is weak”.
Saint Joseph was present to his child and to his wife. God entrusted the Holy Family to Joseph
and worked through his creative courage to guide and protect the Holy Family. “Arriving in
Bethlehem and finding no lodging where Mary could give birth, Joseph took a stable and, best
he could, turned it into a welcoming home for the Son of God come into the world”.
Saint Joseph was willing to sacrifice for his family. Work is a means of participating in the work
of salvation. Joseph’s work as a carpenter provided a means for the Holy Family to thrive and
to remain hidden in Bethlehem. Joseph taught this work to Jesus. “Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work”
I do not remember even now that I have ever asked anything of [St. Joseph] which he has failed to
grant… To other saints the Lord seems to have given grace to succour us in some of our necessities,
but of this glorious saint my experience is that he succours us in them all…” (Autobiography of St.
Teresa of Avila)

SUMMER WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
As the summer provides us with weekend opportunities to get away, please
remember the importance of your weekly offerings. While the summer months
bring a dip in our mass attendance and weekly offerings, it is important that we
try to meet our normal operating expenses. Those expenses do not change with
the summer season.
Please consider submitting your summer envelopes before you leave for vacation.
Those monies help us pay our summer bills and keep our budget balanced. As you
know our fiscal year ends August 31, 2021, so it is important we maintain a
balanced budget. I appreciate your cooperation in this matter.
As always, thank you for your understanding, your generosity, and your spirit of
sacrificial giving.
Have a peaceful, prayerful, enjoyable and safe summer!

SUMMER RECTORY OFFICE
HOURS- 2021
Summer Rectory Office hours will
conclude Tuesday, September 7th.
Monday to Thursday
9:00am to 12 Noon
1:00pm to 5:00pm
NO Evening Hours
Friday
9:00am to 12 Noon
1:00pm to 3:00pm

SUMMER WEATHER
We are blessed to have air conditioning in
our Church to keep us cool.
Unfortunately, it is not easy to please
everyone. Some say it’s too cool,
others say it’s not cool enough. A
suggestion that you bring a sweater might
help to solve the situation if you feel the
cold. Also, if it’s a sunny day, you may
want to sit on the schoolyard side of
Church, where it is usually warmer from
the suns rays coming in through the
windows. Thank you.

NO Evening Hours
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays

When going on
vacation and you need to know the nearest
Catholic Church, www.masstimes.org
will assist you.
Enjoy the summer!

