
 
SUNDAY,       AUGUST 8 –Nineteenth Sunday in  
                                             Ordinary Time                                                                        
8:00 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
9:30 A.M.       Carmelo Vella 
11:00 A.M.     Nello Rubinic 
12:30 P.M.     Robert Kline 
                       Josephine Dochych 
                       Susan Perinuzzi 
                        
MONDAY,     AUGUST 9 - WEEKDAY                                                                                                
9:00 A.M.       John Kos  
 
TUESDAY,     AUGUST 10  - St. Lawrence 
9:00 A.M.       Frank Caridi 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11 - St. Clare of Assisi                                 
9:00 A.M.        Ioana Rosu 
 
THURSDAY,    AUGUST 12 -  WEEKDAY                                                   
9:00 A.M.        Riccardo Cicconetti 
 
FRIDAY,           AUGUST 13 - WEEKDAY 
9:00 A.M.        Deceased Members of Perrelli Family 
  
SATURDAY,     AUGUST 14 - St. Maximilian Kolbe                                                            
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                        Alfonso Annibelle 
                        Coran-Willis Family 
                                                                                                                                                 
5:00 P.M.        Anne Thompson 
 
SUNDAY,         AUGUST 15 – The Assumption of the 
                                      Blessed Virgin Mary-Solemnity                                                                                                                           
8:00 A.M.         Gloria Zamagias  
9:30 A.M.         For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.       Theresa Prezioso 
12:30 P.M.       Anna Maria Chcolini Chille 
                        Nicola Zulli 
                        Domenico Maneri 
                              

Mass Intention 

The  Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Today’s Readings 
 

 
The Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
       1 Kings 19:4-8                 
                  Ephesians 4:30-5:2 
       John 6:41-51 
      

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  Deuteronomy 10:12-22 
   Matthew 17:22-27 
 
TUESDAY:  2 Corinthians 9:6-10 
   John 12:24-26 
 
WEDNESDAY: Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
   Matthew 18:15-20 
    
THURSDAY:  Joshua 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17 
   Matthew 18:21-19:1 
 
FRIDAY:  Joshua 24:1-13                                              
   Matthew 19:3-12 
 
SATURDAY:   Joshua 24:14-29 
   Matthew 19:13-15 

 
 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary-Solemnity 
   
       Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab 
                1 Corinthians 15:20-27 
       Luke 1:39-56 



 

Tuesday, August 10, 2021  
The Feast of  

Saint Lawrence 

 

Tuesday, August 11, 2021  
The Feast of  Saint Philomena 

Saint Lawrence who died in the year 258 
in Rome Italy is one of the most venerated           
Roman martyrs, celebrated for his Christian valour.  

Lawrence was among the seven deacons of the     
Roman church serving Pope Sixtus II, whose      
martyrdom preceded Lawrence’s by a few days: 
they were executed during the persecution under the 
Roman emperor Valerian. It is said that Lawrence 
gave the church’s treasures to the poor and the sick 
before his arrest. Although Lawrence was probably 
beheaded, St. Ambrose of Milan and the Latin    
poet Prudentius, among others, recorded that he was 
roasted to death on a gridiron, remarking to his   
torturers at one point, “I am cooked on that side; 
turn me over, and eat.” Many conversions 
to Christianity throughout Rome reportedly         
followed Lawrence’s death, including those of     
several senators witnessing his execution. The     
Basilica of San Lorenzo Fuori le Mura                 
(St. Lawrence Outside the Walls), Rome, was built 
over his burial place. He is named in the canon of 
the Roman mass. 

Once again we have a saint about whom almost 
nothing is known, yet one who has received        
extraordinary honor in the Church since the fourth 
century. Almost nothing—yet the greatest fact of 
his life is certain: He died for Christ. We who are 
hungry for details about the lives of the saints are 
again reminded that their holiness was after all, a 
total response to Christ, expressed perfectly by a 
death like this. 

He is the patron saint of the poor, cooks and       
Deacons. 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe was a Polish Conventual 
Franciscan friar who volunteered to die in place of a 
stranger in the German death camp of Auschwitz, 
located in German occupied Poland during World 
War II.   It is said during the last days of his life  
Kolbe led prayers to Our Lady with the prisoners 
and remained calm. He was the last of the group to 
remain alive, after two weeks of dehydration and 
starvation. The guards gave him a lethal injection of 
carbolic acid. The stories tell that he raised his left 
arm and calmly awaited death. St. Maximilian Kolbe 
died on August 14 and his remains were cremated on 
August 15, the same day as the Assumption of Mary 
feast day.  

St. Philomena was a Greek princess who was    
martyred at a young age. Born into a Christian  
family in the 3rd century, St. Philomena found   
herself the desire of Emperor Diocletian, who was 
going to war with St. Philomena’s father. When the 
virgin St. Philomena, believed to be 13 at the time, 
refused, she was subject to cruel torments like 
scourging, drowning and shooting. However, in 
each attempt on her life, St. Philomena was       
protected by angels who rescued her. Eventually, 
Emperor Diocletian had the virgin martyr           
decapitated. Her tomb was discovered in a              
catacomb in the 19th century. Images on the       
funerary tiles on her tomb were an anchor, a palm, 
a javelin, arrows and a lily.  

 

Saturday, August 14, 2021  
The Feast of  Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Rome
https://www.britannica.com/topic/martyr
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Sixtus-II
https://www.britannica.com/topic/emperor-title
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Valerian-Roman-emperor
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Ambrose
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Prudentius
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/patron-saint


 

Wednesday, August 11, 2021  
The Feast of  

Saint Clare of Assisi 

At 18, Clare escaped from her father’s home one night, was met on the road by friars carrying torches, and in 
the poor little chapel called the Portiuncula received a rough woolen habit, exchanged her jeweled belt for a 
common rope with knots in it, and sacrificed her long tresses to Francis’ scissors. He placed her in a          
Benedictine convent, which her father and uncles immediately stormed in rage. Clare clung to the altar of the 
church, threw aside her veil to show her cropped hair, and remained adamant. 

Sixteen days later her sister Agnes joined her. Others came. They lived a simple life of great poverty,         
austerity, and complete seclusion from the world, according to a Rule which Francis gave them as a Second 
Order. At age 21, Francis obliged Clare under obedience to accept the office of abbess, one she exercised until 
her death. 

The Poor Ladies went barefoot, slept on the ground, ate no meat, and observed almost complete silence. Later 
Clare, like Francis, persuaded her sisters to moderate this rigor: “Our bodies are not made of brass.” The  
greatest emphasis, of course, was on gospel poverty. They possessed no property, even in common, subsisting 
on daily contributions. When even the pope tried to persuade Clare to mitigate this practice, she showed her 
characteristic firmness: “I need to be absolved from my sins, but I do not wish to be absolved from the        
obligation of following Jesus Christ.” 

Contemporary accounts glow with admiration of Clare's life in the convent of San Damiano in Assisi. She 
served the sick and washed the feet of the begging nuns. She came from prayer, it was said, with her face so 
shining it dazzled those about her. She suffered serious illness for the last 27 years of her life. Her influence 
was such that popes, cardinals, and bishops often came to consult her—Clare herself never left the walls of 
San Damiano. 

Francis always remained her great friend and inspiration. Clare was always obedient to his will and to the 
great ideal of gospel life which he was making real.Following Francis' death, Clare continued to promote her 
order, fighting off every attempt from each pope trying to impose a rule on her order that would water down 
their "radical commitment to corporate poverty."  Clare died at 59-years-old. Her remains were placed in the 
chapel of San Giorgio while the church dedicated to her remains was being built. At Pope Innocent's request, 
the canonization process for Clare began immediately, and two years later in 1255, Pope Alexander IV canon-
ized Clare as Saint Clare of Assisi.  

St. Clare of Assisi was born in Assisi on July 16, 1194, as Chiara Offreduccio, the beautiful eldest daughter of 
Favorino Sciffi, Count of Sasso-Rosso and his wife Ortolana. Tradition says her father was a wealthy         
representative of an ancient Roman family and her mother was a very devout woman belonging to the noble 
family of Fiumi.  



 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
In Loving Memory of 

Riccardo Cicconetti 
Requested by: 

Leah & Nick D’Angelo 

 

ALTAR BREAD  
 In Loving Memory of  

 Riccardo Cicconetti 
  Requested by: 

 Helen Teagno 

 
 

ALTAR WINE 
   In Loving Memory of 
     Riccardo Cicconetti 

Requested by: 

Helen Teagno 

 

Memorials for the Week of   
June 20, 2021 

 
 

1st Time: 
 
 

Darren Burke 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Astoria, NY 
 

And 
 

Joanna Sawyer 
St. Francis of Assisi   

Astoria, NY 

 

Prayer to our lady QUEEN OF PEACE 
 
 

Most holy and immaculate Virgin, Mother of  
Jesus and our loving Mother, 
being His mother, you shared in His universal  
kingship.  The prophets and angels proclaimed Him 
King of Peace.  With loving fervor in our hearts, we 
salute and honor you as Queen of Peace. 
 
We pray that your intercession may protect us and 
all people from hate and discord, and direct our 
hearts into the ways of peace and justice which your 
Son taught and exemplified.  We ask your maternal 
care for our Holy Father who works to reconcile the 
nations in peace.  We seek your guidance for our 
head of state and other leaders as they strive for 
world peace. 
 
Glorious Queen of Peace, grant us peace in our 
hearts, harmony in our families and concord 
throughout the world. 
 
Immaculate Mother, as patroness of our beloved 
country, watch over us and protect us with your 
motherly love.  Amen    

 

 

Memorials for the Week of   
August 8, 2021 

 

 
 

1st Time: 
 
 

William O’Donnell 
St. Robert Bellarmine 

Bayside, NY 
 

And 
 

Caitlyn O’Connor 
St. Francis of Assisi   

Astoria, NY 

 

 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Steven Joyce, Ana Balint, John Wrenn,  Rose     
Williams,  George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  
Martha Calado,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  
  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   

Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   
Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  

Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim 
Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  
 Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter,  

Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez. 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

The Nineteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 
August 8, 2021 

 

          “I will raise him on the last  
                           day.” 
 

 

Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
   deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at   
(718) 827-2454 or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS:  
 

God gives us bread to inspire and sustain us. 
 

Today’s readings give much encouragement for 
those times we feel like giving up on ourselves or 

on God.  Whether our murmuring is negative    
self-talk or sarcastic memes on social media,  

consider taking a break from negativity.  Get up, 
take and eat the bread of life, and live in         

Christ’s love.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners  
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social 

distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary 
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound 
person should be equally comfortable in having the 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit 

their home.  If Extraordinary Ministers are willing, 
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know. 

Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy 
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. A minister will 

be in contact with you to make the necessary      
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister 

on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy  
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when 

you call the rectory. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please 
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 
wave to people in the pews. Return to 
you seat in silence and use this special 

time for prayer and thanksgiving.      
Reflect that you have received the Body 
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe 

a prayerful silence. 

 

Please be mindful that there 
are people who come to church   

early in order to pray.  
 

Please show 
 respect by observing silence. 



 

If you have a child beginning first grade in public 

school, it is time to register for Religious              

Education.  Diocesan guidelines require two years 
of instructions prior to the reception of a            

Sacrament. If your child is already in the first 

grade and missed this year, call the Office of        

Religious Education to set up an appointment to 

discuss the options. 
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,  

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW  
 

SOMEONE WHO… 
 

Has expressed an interest in becoming  
Catholic? 

Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not  
celebrated the Sacraments of  

  Eucharist and/or Confirmation? 
 

Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
is what you're looking for!      

 
Sessions focus on the teachings and                        

experience of the Church as well as prepare  
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of  

Baptism,  Confirmation, and Eucharist during the 
Easter  season.    
 

 For information please contact our   
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at 

(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.  
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM 

or by appointment 

 
Prayer for Safe Travel 

 

O almighty and merciful God, Who           
commission Your angels to guide and     
protect us, command them to be our        

constant companions from our leaving    
until our return; to clothe us with their      
invisible protection; to keep us from all  
danger, and finally, having preserved us 
from all evil, and especially from sin, to 

guide us to our heavenly home. 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org


St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Sunday Collections 7/31-8/1                 $4,789.00 
   2nd Collection-Air Conditioning       $1,088.00 
 
                  

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 
 

Church Tower Repairs 
 
 

The front and side of the tower of Church are in 
need of major repair.  If you look closely at the 

wood it is rotting and cracked and, in some places, 
coming off.  Work needs to be done before water 

seeps into the stairwell going down to Msgr.   
Campbell Hall.  Before that happens, which would  

create mold and mildew, it has to be  repaired. 
 

I have contracted with ARTECH Church Restora-
tion, they are the company who restored the inside 

of our church years ago, to do the work on the    
tower.  They will fasten all the loose boards and 

then install custom cap aluminum siding to replicate 
the existing design.  This will protect the  

tower and prevent any rotting or leakage of water 
for years to come.  The cost of this project is 

$25,500.00. 
 

I know we are in challenging times, however, if you 
are able to make a donation to help defray the cost, I 
would be very grateful.  Please make the check out 

to St. Francis of Assisi and mark the envelope  
“TOWER RESTORATION”.  You may place it in 

any collection or drop it off at the rectory.   
 

Thank you for your support of this project and your 
help in keeping our Church in good  shape.  To this 

day, we have received 13,030.00 in donations. 
 I am grateful to all those who have donated to this 

project. 
 

Msgr. Maresca 

THANK YOU to all who have donated to 
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate 
your generosity. As of this time we have 
$36,733.00 pledged and $28,356.33 paid  

towards our goal of $41,679.00. 
If you have not donated to the appeal as of 

this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a 
donation to help us achieve our goal.       

Envelopes are available in Church or you 
may stop at the rectory.  

 

Our parish receives a grant from the appeal 
for our Religious Education Program and a 
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital 
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help 
us reach our goal since we do benefit from 

the appeal. 
 



    

 
50/50 Winners  

 July 2021 
 

 

 

First Prize 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ward 

 
 

Second Prize 
Mr. & Mrs. Cesar Hernandez 

 
 

Third Prize 
Mrs. Frances Perrino 

 
 
 
 

                             Congratulations!          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE do NOT leave any donations 
of clothing, shoes and other things that 
you do not want on the front steps of 

the rectory or the Church. We are 
NOT collecting these things and we 

have no place to keep them. You may 
want to call the St. Vincent DePaul 

Society and inquire if they are         
collecting things at this time. 

 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
Diocesan Pilgrimage 

Oberammergau 
The Passion Play 

Visits to: Wurzburg,  
Passau, Salzburg & Munich 

 
May 17—26, 2022 

Bishop Octavio Cisneros 
Spiritual Director 

Rev. Frank Schwarz 
Chaplain 

 
For a Brochure Call 
Peters Way Tours 

516-605-1551 
peter@petersway.com 

 
Diocesan Pilgrimage 

World Metting of Families, 
Rome 

Visits to: Assisi,  
Siena & Florence 

 
Join Pope Francis, 

The Office of Family Life 
And the Diocese of Brooklyn 

 

June 20—30, 2022 
 

For a Brochure Call 
Regina Tours 

1-800-Catholi(c)X 232 
fciraolo@groupist.com 





 

 

Pope Francis announced a special year dedicated to St. Joseph starting from 8 December 2020 until 8 

December 2021, on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of St. Joseph as the 

Patron of the Universal Church, as well as the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady. 

The Apostolic Penitentiary also issued a decree granting special indulgences for the duration of the 

special year to celebrate the anniversary and “to perpetuate the entrustment of the whole Church to 

the powerful patronage of the Custodian of Jesus.” 

  

During this period, the faithful will have the opportunity to commit themselves “with prayer and 

good works, to obtain, with the help of St. Joseph, head of the heavenly Family of Nazareth, comfort 

and relief from the serious human and social tribulations that besiege the contemporary world today.” 

 

Saint Joseph was a faithful son of the Eternal Father. God reveals in Saint Joseph that a father 
is a man who is obedient to God in an uncomplicated, sacrificial, and steadfast way. Saint   
Joseph was a faithful and loving spouse. Joseph trusted in the angel’s words to him and      
lovingly accepted Jesus as his own son. He provided a protective home for Mary and Jesus 
and accepted his call to be a husband to Mary and a father to the Son of God, even when he 
believed himself unworthy to do so. “Joseph’s attitude encourages us to accept and welcome 
others as they are, without exception, and to show special concern for the weak, for God 
chooses what is weak”. 

Saint Joseph was present to his child and to his wife. God entrusted the Holy Family to Joseph 
and worked through his creative courage to guide and protect the Holy Family. “Arriving in 
Bethlehem and finding no lodging where Mary could give birth, Joseph took a stable and, best 
he could, turned it into a welcoming home for the Son of God come into the world”. 

Saint Joseph was willing to sacrifice for his family. Work is a means of participating in the work 
of salvation. Joseph’s work as a carpenter provided a means for the Holy Family to thrive and 
to remain hidden in Bethlehem. Joseph taught this work to Jesus. “Saint Joseph’s work        
reminds us that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work” 

I do not remember even now that I have ever asked anything of [St. Joseph] which he has failed to 

grant… To other saints the Lord seems to have given grace to succour us in some of our necessities, 

but of this glorious saint my experience is that he succours us in them all…”  (Autobiography of St. 

Teresa of Avila)  





 
Are you being called to help our Children? 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi needs catechists and volunteers. Our present 
catechists are very dedicated, but the number is limited. We are 

currently 2 short for the upcoming year, and if we wish to expand 
the program and follow the call of Jesus to spread and deepen the 
faith of our youth, we will need more volunteers. New volunteers 

could be catechists, assistants, hall or door monitors, substitutes,etc.                  
New catechists would not be placed into classes by 

themselves except in rare occasions. Even if you can’t commit to 
every week, any time you can give will help our program. 

Please consider helping out with spreading the faith to the future 
of the Church. 

 
Call the Office of Religious Education at 718-278-0259 or email 

(dre@sfaacademy.org) and I will contact you regarding how you can help. 

 







 
 

SUMMER WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

As the summer provides us with weekend opportunities to get away, please       

remember the importance of your weekly offerings. While the summer months 

bring a dip in our mass attendance and weekly offerings, it is important that we 

try to meet our normal operating expenses. Those expenses do not change with 

the summer season.  
 

Please consider submitting your summer envelopes before you leave for vacation. 

Those monies help us pay our summer bills and keep our budget balanced. As you 

know our fiscal year ends August 31, 2021, so it is important we maintain a  

balanced budget. I appreciate your cooperation in this matter. 
 

As always, thank you for your understanding, your generosity, and your spirit of 

sacrificial giving.  
 

Have a peaceful, prayerful, enjoyable and safe summer! 

 

SUMMER WEATHER 
 

We are blessed to have air conditioning in 

our Church to keep us cool.  

Unfortunately, it is not easy to please    

everyone. Some say it’s too cool,  

others say it’s not cool enough.  A  

suggestion that you bring a sweater might 

help to solve the situation if you feel the 

cold.  Also, if it’s a sunny day, you may 

want to sit on the schoolyard side of 

Church, where it is usually warmer from 

the suns rays coming in through the      

windows.  Thank you. 

  

When going on  

vacation and you need to know the nearest 

Catholic Church, www.masstimes.org  

  will assist you. 

Enjoy the summer! 

 

 

SUMMER RECTORY OFFICE 
HOURS- 2021 

 

Summer Rectory Office hours will begin  
Monday, June 28th and conclude Tuesday, 

September 7th.  
 

Monday to Thursday 
 

9:00am to 12 Noon 
1:00pm to 5:00pm 

 

NO Evening Hours 
 

Friday 
 

9:00am to 12 Noon 
1:00pm to 3:00pm 

 

NO Evening Hours 
 

Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays 

http://www.masstimes.org/

