
 
SUNDAY,       September 12  –The Twenty-Fourth              
                                       Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                        
8:00 A.M.       Holy Name Mass 
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     Gary Mele 
12:30 P.M.     Serafina Cicolini 
                       Maria Reveron 
                        
MONDAY,     September 13 - St. John Chrysostom                                                                                                
9:00 A.M.       Deceased Members of Perrelli Family  
 
TUESDAY,     September 14 - The Exaltation  of the 
                                                           Holy Cross 
9:00 A.M.       Peter lausella 
 
WEDNESDAY, September 15 - Our Lady of Sorrows 
9:00 A.M.        Mary Cancian 
 
THURSDAY,    September 16 -  Saints Cornelius  
                                                         and Cyprian                                                     
9:00 A.M.        Marko Marusic 
 
FRIDAY,           September 17 - Weekday 
9:00 A.M.        Heinz-Dieter Wrede 
  
SATURDAY,    September 18 - Weekday                                                            
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                         
                                                                                                                                                 
5:00 P.M.        Ines Vigano 
 
SUNDAY,         September 19 – The Twenty– Fifth  
                                             Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                                                           
8:00 A.M.         Dorothy Theresa Reilly-100th Birthday  

9:30 A.M.         Michael Grillo 
11:00 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.        Anna Maria Chcolini Chille 
                         Maria Gravolesi 
                         Maria Dimilta 
                         Salvatore Sferrazza  
                              

Mass Intention 

The  Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Today’s Readings 
 

 
The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
       Isaiah 50:4c-9a                                   
       James 2:14-18 
       Mark 8:27-35 
      

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  1 Timothy 2:1-8 
   Luke 7:1-10 
 
TUESDAY:  Numbers 21:4b-9 
                                    Philippians 2:6-11 
   John 3:13-17 
 
WEDNESDAY: 1 Timothy 3:14-16 
   John 19:25-27 
    
THURSDAY:  1 Timothy 4:12-16 
   Luke 7:36-50 
 
FRIDAY:  1 Timothy 6:2c-12                                              
   Luke 8:1-3 
 
SATURDAY:   1 Timothy 6:13-16 
   Luke 8:4-15 

 
 
 
 
 

The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
       Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 
                    James 3:16-4:3 
       Mark 9:30-37 



 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Most believers have a special place in their hearts for Peter. In many ways he is a lot like us. We can see and 
appreciate his deep love for Jesus and his sincere desire to follow him. At the same time, we can identify with 
Peter’s struggle to understand things from God’s point of view, when his human instincts are pointing in   
another direction. Today’s gospel passage is concerned with how to be a disciple, a follower of Jesus. That  
concern touches our own lives, as well, as we seek to live out our personal commitment to Christ. We can 
learn a lot from listening to Jesus and Peter. 
 
In the time leading up to the encounter at Caesarea Philippi, Jesus has shown himself to be a powerful 
preacher and healer. He invited some of his disciples to be part of a special and intimate group that would  
later be designated as Apostles. This group included Peter. Peter witnessed Jesus teaching with authority, his 
compassion for the needy and the outcast, his calming of the wind and the sea and his raising of the             
synagogue officials daughter from death. So, when Jesus asks the question we hear today, “Who do people 
say that I am”? Peter answers with complete confidence: “You are the Christ”! He was convinced that Jesus 
was truly the Messiah, and he was ready to be part of the life and work of Jesus. But Peter was not ready for 
what came next! 
 
Up to this point, Jesus had been revealing himself through engaging preaching and wondrous deeds. Now he 
speaks clearly, that his way is a way of suffering. The way of the Messiah is the way of the Cross. With trust 
in His Father’s will, he will sacrifice himself in loving service, even to death. Peter is shocked and objects; 
but Jesus insists. And to show the importance of this teaching for anyone who would follow him, Jesus calls 
all his disciples, and the crowd, as well, to listen to him. “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny     
himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it”. The way of Christ 
is the way of the Cross, and the way for all those seeking to live as his disciples, as well. 
 
Becoming a disciple of Jesus is an ongoing process of conversion. It takes time to understand the power of 
self-sacrifice and service. We must be ready to let go of what the world considers practical or popular. We 
have to grow into trusting God more than we trust ourselves. How can we do this? The same way that Peter 
did, by giving time and attention of mind and heart to Christ. That is what our life in the Church is all about.  
We know that Peter never turned away from his following of Jesus. Even when he failed, he repented and 
continued on. In the end, Peter was chosen by Jesus to be the leader and chief shepherd of the Church, and 
eventually gave his own life for the sake of the Gospel. Through it all, Jesus remained with Peter; giving him 
all the time and help he needed to take on such a calling. That same Jesus is here with us today as we gather 
in his name. He calls us to follow his way of self-sacrificing service. And in our communion with him in the 
Eucharist, we can find strength to grow in holiness, so we may live more faithfully as his disciples. 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a child beginning first grade in public 

school, it is time to register for Religious              

Education.  Diocesan guidelines require two years 
of instructions prior to the reception of a            

Sacrament. If your child is already in the first 

grade and missed this year, call the Office of        

Religious Education to set up an appointment to 

discuss the options. 
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,  

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW  
 

SOMEONE WHO… 
 

Has expressed an interest in becoming  
Catholic? 

Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not  
celebrated the Sacraments of  

  Eucharist and/or Confirmation? 
 

Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
is what you're looking for!      

 
Sessions focus on the teachings and                        

experience of the Church as well as prepare  
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of  

Baptism,  Confirmation, and Eucharist during the 
Easter  season.    
 

 For information please contact our   
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at 

(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.  
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM 

or by appointment 
 (718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Friday, September 17 
9:00am Opening School Mass 
Student Council Installation 
 
 

A Student’S PrAyer for A  
New School Year  

 
Lord Jesus, I ask for Your help as I begin this new 

school year.  
Allow me to experience Your presence in the 

many blessings You put before me.  
Open my eyes to the new challenges and exciting 

opportunities that this new school year brings.  
Open my heart and mind to new friends and new 

teachers.  
Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic with 

my studies and courage to accept new                
opportunities.  

Help me to be attentive to my teachers and let me 
experience Your presence in my new friends.  

Jesus, inspire me to do my best this year.  
Amen  

SCHOOL NEWS 

tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org
tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org


Monday, September 13, 2021  
The Feast of  

Saint John Chrysostom 

 

Tuesday, September 14, 2021  
The Exhaltation of   

The Holy Cross 

 Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena, mother of 
the Roman Emperor Constantine, went to  Jerusalem 
in search of the holy places of Christ’s life. She razed 
the second-century   Temple of Aphrodite, which 
tradition held was built over the Savior’s tomb, and 
her son built the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher on 
that spot. During the excavation, workers found three 
crosses. Legend has it that the one on which Jesus 
died was identified when its touch healed a dying 
woman. 

The cross immediately became an object of          
veneration. At a Good Friday celebration in          
Jerusalem toward the end of the fourth century,    
according to an eyewitness, the wood was taken out 
of its silver container and placed on a table together 
with the inscription Pilate ordered placed above    
Jesus’ head: Then “all the people pass through one 
by one; all of them bow down, touching the cross 
and the inscription, first with their foreheads, then 
with their eyes; and, after kissing the cross, they 
move on.” 

To this day, the Eastern Churches, Catholic and    
Orthodox alike, celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross on the September anniversary of the basilica’s 
dedication. The feast entered the Western calendar in 
the seventh century after Emperor Heraclius recov-
ered the cross from the Persians, who had carried it 
off in 614, 15 years earlier. According to the story, 
the emperor intended to carry the cross back into  
Jerusalem himself, but was unable to move forward 
until he took off his imperial garb and became a      
barefoot pilgrim. 

The cross is today the universal image of Christian 
belief. Countless generations of artists have turned it 
into a thing of beauty to be carried in procession or 
worn as jewelry. To the eyes of the first Christians, it 
had no beauty. It stood outside too many city walls, 
decorated only with decaying corpses, as a threat to 
anyone who defied Rome’s authority. 

The ambiguity and intrigue surrounding John, the 
great preacher,is name means “golden-mouthed” 
from Antioch, are characteristic of the life of any 
great man in a capital city. Brought to Constantino-
ple after a dozen years of priestly service in Syria, 
John found himself the victim of an imperial ruse to 
make him bishop in the greatest city of the empire. 
Ascetic, unimposing but dignified, and troubled by 
stomach ailments from his desert days as a monk, he 
became a bishop under the cloud of politics. 

If his body was weak, his tongue was powerful. The 
content of his sermons, his exegesis of Scripture, 
were never without a point. Sometimes the point 
stung the high and mighty. Some sermons lasted up 
to two hours.  His lifestyle at the imperial court was 
not appreciated by many courtiers. He offered a 
modest table to episcopal sycophants hanging 
around for imperial and ecclesiastical favors. John 
deplored the court protocol that accorded him    
precedence before the highest state officials. He 
would not be a kept man.  His zeal led him to       
decisive action. Bishops who bribed their way into 
office were deposed. Many of his sermons called for 
concrete steps to share wealth with the poor.  When 
it came to justice and charity, John acknowledged 
no double standards. 

Theophilus, archbishop of Alexandria, and Empress 
Eudoxia were determined to discredit John. They 
feared the growth in importance of the Bishop of 
Constantinople and took occasion to charge John 
with fostering heresy. Theophilus and other angered 
bishops were supported by Eudoxia. The empress 
resented his sermons contrasting gospel values with 
the excesses of imperial court life. Whether intended 
or not, sermons mentioning the lurid Jezebel and 
impious Herodias were associated with the empress, 
who finally did manage to have John exiled. He died 
in exile in 407. 

 



Wednesday, September 15, 2021  
The Feast of  

Our Lady of Sorrows 

 

Thursday, September 16, 2021  
The Feast of   

Saints Cornelius & Cyprian 

The title, Our Lady of Sorrows, given to our Blessed 
Mother focuses on her intense suffering and grief 
during the passion and death of our Lord.            
Traditionally, this suffering was not limited to the 
passion and death event; rather, it comprised the 
seven dolors or seven sorrows of Mary, which were 
foretold by the Priest Simeon who proclaimed to 
Mary, This child [Jesus] is destined to be the down-
fall and the rise of many in Israel, a sign that will be 
opposed and you yourself shall be pierced with a 
sword so that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
laid bare (Luke 2:34-35). These seven sorrows of 
our Blessed Mother included the flight of the Holy 
Family into Egypt; the loss and finding of the child 
Jesus in the Temple; Mary's meeting of Jesus on His 
way to Calvary; Mary's standing at the foot of the 
cross when our Lord was crucified; her holding of 
Jesus when He was taken down from the cross; and 
then our Lord's burial. In all, the prophesy of     
Simeon that a sword would pierce our Blessed 
Mother's heart was fulfilled in these events. For this 
reason, Mary is sometimes depicted with her heart 
exposed and with seven swords piercing it. More 
importantly, each new suffering was received with 
the courage, love, and trust that echoed her fiat, let it 
be done unto me according to Thy word, first      
uttered at the Annunciation.  

As we honor our Blessed Mother, our Lady of    
Sorrows, we honor her as the faithful disciple and 
exemplar of faith. Let us pray as we do in the   
opening prayer of the Mass for this feast day:      
Father, as your Son was raised on the cross, His 
Mother Mary stood by Him, sharing His sufferings. 
May your Church be united with Christ in His     
suffering and death and so come to share in His   
rising to new life. Looking to the example of Mary, 
may we too unite our sufferings to our Lord, facing 
them with courage, love, and trust.  

There was no pope for 14 months after the           
martyrdom of Saint Fabian because of the intensity 
of the persecution of the Church. During the interval, 
the Church was governed by a college of priests. 
Saint Cyprian, a friend of Cornelius, writes that   
Cornelius was elected pope “by the judgment of God 
and of Christ, by the testimony of most of the clergy, 
by the vote of the people, with the consent of aged 
priests and of good men.”  The greatest problem of 
Cornelius’s two-year term as pope had to do with the 
Sacrament of Penance and centered on the             
readmission of Christians who had denied their faith 
during the time of persecution. Two extremes were 
finally both condemned. Cyprian, primate of North 
Africa, appealed to the pope to confirm his stand that 
the relapsed could be reconciled only by the decision 
of the bishop. 

In Rome, however, Cornelius met with the opposite 
view. After his election, a priest named Novatian 
(one of those who had governed the Church) had 
himself consecrated a rival bishop of Rome—one of 
the first antipopes. He denied that the Church had 
any power to reconcile not only the apostates, but 
also those guilty of murder, adultery, fornication, or 
second marriage! Cornelius had the support of most 
of the Church (especially of Cyprian of Africa) in 
condemning Novatianism, though the sect persisted 
for several centuries. Cornelius held a synod at Rome 
in 251 and ordered the “relapsed” to be restored to 
the Church with the usual “medicines of repentance.” 

A document from Cornelius shows the extent of   
organization in the Church of Rome in the mid-third 
century: 46 priests, seven deacons, seven              
subdeacons. It is estimated that the number of   
Christians totaled about 50,000. He died as a result 
of the hardships of his exile in what is now           
Civitavecchia. 



 

Welcome Back 
 
 

I hope everyone found some well deserved rest over the summer months. 
 
As we begin a new Pastoral Year, please keep in mind that we still need to be careful and   
concerned about our health. If you are not feeling well, have a cough or have a temperature, 
please stay home until you are well.  
 
All societies and organizations will be meeting live. Please remember when using any of our 
parish facilities, to clean up after you are finished, turn off all the lights, take out any garbage 
and be sure the place is locked up. Also, if something is broken, or not working properly, 
please let the rectory office know or one of the priests. Something can’t get fixed or taken 
care of if we don’t know! 
 
Always check the parish bulletin for the weekly activities. Every society is encouraged to use 
the bulletin to inform the parish what is taking place in your society. Any information one 
wishes to place in the bulletin must be typed and given to the rectory by Tuesday of each 
week at 12 noon. Please adhere to this deadline. 
 
Since there will be no Fall Festival, we are having the raffle. Chance books are available 
through your society or on the weekends outside of Church. Please support this fundraising 
effort to help support our parish and our academy. 
 
Remember Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will resume Monday to Saturday, 8:00am to 
8:50am. What a great opportunity to strengthen our faith and deepen our relationship with the 
Lord.  
 
Be aware of the new winter rectory office hours. They have changed in order to help the    
parish budget. Check the bulletin. 
 
Thank you to all for your cooperation. 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 

 

FAREWELL MASS AND RECEPTION FOR FR. FRANCIS 
 

Sunday, September 26th, we will have a Farewell Mass and Reception for            
Fr. Francis. Mass will be celebrated by Fr. Francis at 12:30pm followed by a       

reception in Msgr. Campbell Hall. All are invited to come and join us in giving 
thanks for Fr. Francis’ years of service in St. Francis of Assisi Parish and to wish 

him well in his new assignment. 



 

Memorials for the Week of   
June 20, 2021 

We have resumed the exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament before the 9:00AM 
Mass. The Blessed Sacrament will be    

exposed at 8:00AM each morning,      

Monday through Saturday, giving         
parishioners an opportunity for private 

prayer before the Lord in the Blessed  
Sacrament.  At 8:30AM the rosary will be 
prayed by parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     
Sacrament will be reposed before the   

9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to           

perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  
ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 

adoration helps us discover the Real   
Presence of Christ. 

 

What a wonderful way to begin our day 
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 

silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 

 
Please make every effort to take advantage 

of this time with the Lord. We are living in 
challenging times and we all need the 

Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 

the courage to live each day. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

"Your words, Lord, are Spirit and Life; You 
have the words of everlasting life" 

John 6:63,68 
 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 
 

Dear Friends, as you may know, we were not 
able to meet on Thursday, September 9th  due to 

the flooding in the Rectory basement. 
However, we are hopeful that we will be able to 

meet on Thursday, September 16th at   
7:30 - 8:50pm in the St. Joseph room of the 

rectory.  
The Gospel readings and study will be         

conducted using the Little Rock Scripture    
program. Study booklets will be provided. 

 
If you are interested in joining the study group 

or would like further information,               
please contact us through our 

email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call 
the rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to 

leave your name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture 
All Are Welcome!  

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic     
community that is centered in Jesus,  gathers 
in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.  

The parish values and welcomes each        
person’s gift of time, talent and  treasure.  As 
a faith-filled community, we are committed to 

minister to the spiritual, educational and     

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,          
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams,  George Behringer,  

Augustin Cisneros,  Martha Calado,  James Nunez, 
Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans,        
Marie LoVolpe,  Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani,    

Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero,             

Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, Luke Pacheco, 
Vincenza Papa, Jim Schneggenburger,                 

Anthony Criscuolo, John Ross,                               
Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                

John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             

Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  

 Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter,  
Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

religious life,  diaconate, and married life.  

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

September 12, 2021 
 

       “Whoever wishes to come    
       after me must deny himself” 
 

 

Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
   deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at   
(718) 827-2454 or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS:  
 

To be a disciple is to have faith and follow Jesus. 
 

After Christ asks, Wo do you say that I am?  
Peter answers, You are the Christ. 

Let our profession of faith be the same. 
And then, as James implores us, let us         

demonstrate that commitment to our faith 
by our words and actions.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners  
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social 

distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary 
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound 
person should be equally comfortable in having the 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit 

their home.  If Extraordinary Ministers are willing, 
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know. 

Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy 
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. A minister will 

be in contact with you to make the necessary      
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister 

on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy  
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when 

you call the rectory. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please 
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 
wave to people in the pews. Return to 
you seat in silence and use this special 

time for prayer and thanksgiving.      
Reflect that you have received the Body 
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe 

a prayerful silence. 

 

Please be mindful that there 
are people who come to church   

early in order to pray.  
 

Please show 
 respect by observing silence. 



 
 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 

Golden Age Meetings 
 

Meetings resume on Monday, September 
13th in Monsignor Campbell Hall 

from 12:00 noon to 3:00pm. 
(45th  Street side entrance to the Church basement) 

 

New guidelines to follow: 
 

Social Distancing 
Masks Required 

 

Admission (weekly) is $2.00. 
Bingo will be played as usual.   

Coffee and cake will be available unless  
the guidelines change.  

 

Hope to see our Seniors. 
 

Welcome back all - 
 

God Bless 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? 
 

Then use your voice to praise the Lord! 
 

Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir. 
 

We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm 
In the choir loft in church. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

New Winter Rectory 
Hours 

 
The new winter hours for the Rectory office 

will be as follows: 
 

MONDAY & FRIDAY 
 

9:00am to 12:00noon 
1:00pm to 5:00pm 

 

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 
 

9:00am to 12:00noon 
1:00pm to 9:00pm 

 

SATURDAY 
9:00am to 2:00pm 

 
SUNDAY & HOLIDAYS—CLOSED 

 



 
 
 

Next weekend, September 18th and 19th, the      
second collection will be for  

The Catholic Education. 
 

Please be as generous as your means allow.  

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Sunday Collections 8/28-8/29                 $4,679.00 
   2nd Collection - A/C                               $862.00 
 
                  

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 

THANK YOU to all who have donated to 
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate 
your generosity. As of this time we have 
$36,973.00 pledged and $29,826.66 paid  

towards our goal of $41,679.00. 
If you have not donated to the appeal as of 

this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a 
donation to help us achieve our goal.       

Envelopes are available in Church or you 
may stop at the rectory.  

 

Our parish receives a grant from the appeal 
for our Religious Education Program and a 
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital 
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help 
us reach our goal since we do benefit from 

the appeal. 
 

 
 

The St. John’s University Speech and      
Hearing Center will be offering  

“Hearing Aid Help”  
from  September 15, 2021 through   

December 9, 2021.  This is a free service and 
is available for anyone who has a hearing aid 

and may be experiencing some  
difficulty caring for it or using it. 

 
 
 
 

The St. John’s University Speech and     
Hearing Center will be offering  

FREE speech and hearing screenings 
from  September 15, 2021 through   

December 9, 2021.  This service and is   
available for anyone. 

 
Please call the Center at  

(718) 990-6480 to schedule an  
appointment.  

 
The Speech and Hearing Center is located at 

152-11 Union Turnpike 
Flushing, NY 



 

 
Saint Francis of Assisi 

Bereavement Support  Group 
will begin a new session on  

Wednesday, October 6, 2021 at 7:00pm. 
Meetings will take place in the basement 

located in the back of the Rectory  
at 21-17 45

th
 Street. 

 
If you or someone you know is mourning 
the death of a loved one and are having a 
hard time coping with daily events, you 

may find some comfort in attending these 
sessions. 

 
 
 
 
 

Please call the St. Francis Rectory Office 
at (718) 728-7801 is you wish to attend or 

you need more information.   



 

 

Pope Francis announced a special year dedicated to St. Joseph starting from 8 December 2020 until 8 

December 2021, on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of St. Joseph as the 

Patron of the Universal Church, as well as the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady. 

The Apostolic Penitentiary also issued a decree granting special indulgences for the duration of the 

special year to celebrate the anniversary and “to perpetuate the entrustment of the whole Church to 

the powerful patronage of the Custodian of Jesus.” 

  

During this period, the faithful will have the opportunity to commit themselves “with prayer and 

good works, to obtain, with the help of St. Joseph, head of the heavenly Family of Nazareth, comfort 

and relief from the serious human and social tribulations that besiege the contemporary world today.” 

 

Saint Joseph was a faithful son of the Eternal Father. God reveals in Saint Joseph that a     
father is a man who is obedient to God in an uncomplicated, sacrificial, and steadfast way. 
Saint   Joseph was a faithful and loving spouse. Joseph trusted in the angel’s words to him 
and      lovingly accepted Jesus as his own son. He provided a protective home for Mary and 
Jesus and accepted his call to be a husband to Mary and a father to the Son of God, even 
when he believed himself unworthy to do so. “Joseph’s attitude encourages us to accept and 
welcome others as they are, without exception, and to show special concern for the weak, for 
God chooses what is weak”. 

Saint Joseph was present to his child and to his wife. God entrusted the Holy Family to        
Joseph and worked through his creative courage to guide and protect the Holy Family. 
“Arriving in Bethlehem and finding no lodging where Mary could give birth, Joseph took a sta-
ble and, best he could, turned it into a welcoming home for the Son of God come into the 
world”. 

Saint Joseph was willing to sacrifice for his family. Work is a means of participating in the work 
of salvation. Joseph’s work as a carpenter provided a means for the Holy Family to thrive and 
to remain hidden in Bethlehem. Joseph taught this work to Jesus. “Saint Joseph’s work       
reminds us that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work” 

I do not remember even now that I have ever asked anything of [St. Joseph] which he has failed to 

grant… To other saints the Lord seems to have given grace to succour us in some of our necessities, 

but of this glorious saint my experience is that he succours us in them all…”  (Autobiography of St. 

Teresa of Avila)  



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

September 12-18 
 

 
Sunday, September 12 
8:00am Holy Name Mass 
Religious Education Registration after each Mass 
 

Monday, September 13 
12-3:30pm Golden Agee MCH-Opening Meeting 
7:00pm Adult Choir in Church 
 

Tuesday, September 14 
6:30pm AA Meeting 
8:00pm Knights of Columbus Meeting 
 

Wednesday, September 15 
 

Thursday, September 16 
10-11:30am Legion of Mary 
7:00pm I.A.C.A. Meeting 
7:30pm Scripture Study 
 

Friday, September 17 
9:00am Opening School Mass 
Student Council Installation 
 

Saturday, September 18 
SFA Raffle Sales after 5:00pm Mass 

 

September 19-25 
 

 
Sunday, September 19 
SFA Raffle Sales after each Mass 
 

Monday, September 20 
12-3:30pm Golden Agee MCH-Opening Meeting 
7:00pm Adult Choir in Church 
 

Tuesday, September 21 
6:30pm AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, September 22 
 

Thursday, September 23 

10-11:30am Legion of Mary 
7:00pm I.A.C.A. Meeting 
7:30pm Scripture Study 
 

Friday, September 24 
 

Saturday, September 25 
SFA Raffle Sales after 5:00pm Mass 

  






