
 
SUNDAY,       September 19  –The Twenty-Fifth              
                                       Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                        
8:00 A.M.       Dorothy Theresa Reilly-100th Birthday 
9:30 A.M.       Michael Grillo 
11:00 A.M.     For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.     Anna Maria Cicolini Chille 
                       Maria Gravolesi 
                       Maria Dimilta 
                       Salvatore Sferrazza 
                        
MONDAY,     September 20 -St. Andrew Kim Tae-gon 
                                   and Paul Chong Ha-Sang                                                                                                
9:00 A.M.       Stella Millie Brako  
 
TUESDAY,     September 21 - Saint Matthew, Apostle                                           
9:00 A.M.       Matthew J. Karcic Family 
 
WEDNESDAY, September 22 - Weekday 
9:00 A.M.        Jennie Laucella 
 
THURSDAY,    September 23 -  St. Pius of Pietrelcina                                                                                                         
9:00 A.M.        The McHale Family 
 
FRIDAY,           September 24 - Weekday 
9:00 A.M.        Viola Herbst 
  
SATURDAY,    September 25 - Weekday                                                            
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                         
                                                                                                                                                 
5:00 P.M.        For the People of St. Francis 
 
SUNDAY,         September 26 – The Twenty– Sixth  
                                             Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                                                           
8:00 A.M.         Benjamin Stabile  

9:30 A.M.         Mauricio Mesa 
11:00 A.M.       Andre Felipe Londono Garcia 
12:30 P.M.       Marija Kalianic 
                         Lina Ruffini 
                         Frank Sablich 
                           
                              

Mass Intention 

The  Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Today’s Readings 
 

 
The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
       Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 
                    James 3:16-4:3 
       Mark 9:30-37 
                     
  

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  Ezra 1:1-6 
   Luke 8:16-18 
 
TUESDAY:  Ephesians 5:1-7, 11-13 
   Matthew 9:9-13 
 
WEDNESDAY: Ezra 9:5-9 
   Luke 9:1-6 
    
THURSDAY:  Haggai 1:1-8 
   Luke 9:7-9 
 
FRIDAY:  Haggai 2:1-9                                              
   Luke 9:18-22 
 
SATURDAY:   Zechariah 2:5-9, 14-15a 
   Luke 9:43b-45 

 
 
 

The Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
       Numbers 11:25-29 
                    James 5:1-6 
       Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 



 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Today’s Gospel catches the disciples discussing among themselves which of them is the 
greatest, which flies in the face of what Jesus has been teaching them about humility. 
 
When we hear these words from Sacred Scripture it makes it clear that Jesus has set the 
bar for us to reach and it is higher than our human nature may seek naturally. As followers 
of Jesus, we are to become the example for others. We are to help transform the world 
around us to meet the high ideals the Kingdom demands.  
 
Focusing specifically on the Gospel, we can see how Jesus helps us move toward these 
high ideals. In this Gospel he uses three different methods to raise the level of his followers’ 
thoughts and actions. In the first verses, Jesus is teaching the Apostles that he will have to 
die, but will rise again after three days. Jesus knows they do not fully understand what he is 
teaching, but he also knows they need to hear it and that it will mean something later in 
their lives. The next verses tell us that Jesus challenges the Apostles. He does not con-
demn them for being focused on which one is the greatest, but He does correct their think-
ing. Jesus reminds them that their greatness will only come by making themselves the serv-
ants of others. Jesus uses what is going on in their lives at that very moment and turns it 
into a teaching opportunity. 
 
Then, in the final verses, Jesus takes hold of a child and gives the Apostles a concrete,    
visual image, along with his lesson. The Apostles can see the child. They can touch him;      
experience his presence with all their senses. He is a living lesson for them. Jesus says the 
Apostles are to receive such a child in his name; and if they do, they will receive Jesus, 
himself, and will receive the Father, as well. The Apostles know he is speaking not only of 
children, but of all those who need guidance in following the teachings of Jesus. 
 
Jesus knows we need to be taught on many levels; he knows that the world pulls us in di-
rections that are inconsistent with his teachings. And so, he brings us his words of everlast-
ing life in many styles and formats. It is up to us to open our hearts to hear Him, and then 
follow his example. By doing these things we can come to share in eternal life, and may al-
so help show others the path he has given to us to the heavenly Kingdom. 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a child beginning first grade in public 

school, it is time to register for Religious              

Education.  Diocesan guidelines require two years 
of instructions prior to the reception of a            

Sacrament. If your child is already in the first 

grade and missed this year, call the Office of        

Religious Education to set up an appointment to 

discuss the options. 
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,  

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW  
 

SOMEONE WHO… 
 

Has expressed an interest in becoming  
Catholic? 

Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not  
celebrated the Sacraments of  

  Eucharist and/or Confirmation? 
 

Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
is what you're looking for!      

 
Sessions focus on the teachings and                        

experience of the Church as well as prepare  
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of  

Baptism,  Confirmation, and Eucharist during the 
Easter  season.    
 

 For information please contact our   
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at 

(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.  
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM 

or by appointment 
 (718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A Student’S PrAyer for A  
New School Year  

 
Lord Jesus, I ask for Your help as I begin this new 

school year.  
Allow me to experience Your presence in the 

many blessings You put before me.  
Open my eyes to the new challenges and exciting 

opportunities that this new school year brings.  
Open my heart and mind to new friends and new 

teachers.  
Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic with 

my studies and courage to accept new                
opportunities.  

Help me to be attentive to my teachers and let me 
experience Your presence in my new friends.  

Jesus, inspire me to do my best this year.  
Amen  

SCHOOL NEWS 

tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org
tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org


 

Monday, September 20, 2021  
The Feast of  

St. Andrew Kin Tae-gon and 
Paul Chong Hu-Sang 

 

Thursday, September 23, 2021  
The Feast of   

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina 

The first native Korean priest, Andrew Kim Tae-gon 
was the son of Christian converts. Following his 
baptism at the age of 15, Andrew traveled 1,300 
miles to the seminary in Macao, China. After six 
years, he managed to return to his country through 
Manchuria. That same year he crossed the Yellow 
Sea to Shanghai and was ordained a priest. Back 
home again, he was assigned to arrange for more 
missionaries to enter by a water route that would 
elude the border patrol. He was arrested, tortured, 
and finally beheaded at the Han River near Seoul, 
the capital. 

Andrew's father Ignatius Kim, was martyred during 
the persecution of 1839, and was beatified in 1925. 
Paul Chong Hu-sang, a lay apostle and married man, 
also died in 1839 at age 45. 

Among the other martyrs in 1839 was Columba 
Kim, an unmarried woman of 26. She was put in 
prison, pierced with hot tools and seared with   
burning coals. She and her sister Agnes were dis-
robed and kept for two days in a cell with con-
demned criminals, but were not molested. After   
Columba complained about the indignity, no more 
women were subjected to it. The two were           
beheaded. Peter Ryou, a boy of 13, had his flesh so 
badly torn that he could pull off pieces and throw 
them at the judges. He was killed by strangulation. 
Protase Chong, a 41-year-old nobleman, apostatized 
under torture and was freed. Later he came back, 
confessed his faith and was tortured to death. 

Besides Andrew and Paul, Pope John Paul II       
canonized 98 Koreans and three French missionaries 
who had been martyred between 1839 and 1867, 
when he visited Korea in 1984. Among them were 
bishops and priests, but for the most part they were 
lay persons: 47 women and 45 men.  

Pope John Paul II canonized Padre Pio on June 16, 
2002.  More than 300,000 people braved blistering 
heat as they filled St. Peter’s Square and nearby 
streets. They heard the Holy Father praise the new 
saint for his prayer and charity. “This is the most 
concrete synthesis of Padre Pio’s teaching,” said the 
pope. He also stressed Padre Pio’s witness to the 
power of suffering. If accepted with love, the Holy 
Father stressed, such suffering can lead to “a privi-
leged path of sanctity.”  Many people have turned to 
the Italian Capuchin Franciscan to intercede with 
God on their behalf; among them was the future 
Pope John Paul II. In 1962, when he was still an 
archbishop in Poland, he wrote to Padre Pio and 
asked him to pray for a Polish woman with throat 
cancer. Within two weeks, she had been cured of her 
life-threatening disease. 

Born Francesco Forgione, Padre Pio grew up in a 
family of farmers in southern Italy.  At the age of 
15, Francesco joined the Capuchins and took the 
name of Pio. He was ordained in 1910. In 1917, he 
was assigned to the friary in San Giovanni  Rotondo.  
On September 20, 1918, as he was making his 
thanksgiving after Mass, Padre Pio had a vision of 
Jesus. When the vision ended, he had the stigmata in 
his hands, feet, and side.  Life     became more com-
plicated after that. Medical doctors, Church          
authorities, and curiosity seekers came to see Padre 
Pio. In 1924, and again in 1931, the authenticity of 
the stigmata was questioned; Padre Pio was not per-
mitted to celebrate Mass  publicly or to hear confes-
sions. He did not complain of these decisions, which 
were soon reversed. However, he wrote no letters 
after 1924. Padre Pio rarely left the friary after he 
received the stigmata.  One of Padre Pio’s sufferings 
was that unscrupulous people several times          
circulated prophecies that they claimed originated 
from him. He never made prophecies about world 
events and never gave an opinion on matters that he 
felt belonged to Church authorities to decide. He 
died on September 23, 1968, and was beatified in 
1999. 



Tuesday, September 21, 2021  
The Feast of  

Saint Matthew Apostle and Evangelist 

Saint Matthew Prayer 

O Glorious St. Matthew, in your Gospel you portray Jesus as the longed-for Messiah who     
fulfilled the Prophets of the Old Covenant and as the new Lawgiver who founded a Church of 
the New Covenant. 
Obtain for us the grace to see Jesus living in his Church and to follow his teachings in our 
lives on earth so that we may live forever with him in heaven.  

Little is known about St. Matthew, except that he was the son of Alpheus, and he was likely born in Galilee.  
He worked as a tax collector, which was a hated profession during the time of Christ.  According to the     
Gospel,  Matthew was working at a collection booth in Capernaum when Christ came to him and asked, 
“Follow me.”  With this simple call, Matthew became a disciple of Christ.  Matthew was one of the witnesses 
of the Ascension of Jesus.   
 
From Matthew we know of the many doings of Christ and the message Christ spread of salvation for all     
people who come to God through Him.  The Gospel account of Matthew tells the same story as that found in 
the other three Gospels, so scholars are certain of its authenticity.  His book is the first of the four Gospels in 
the New Testament.  Many years   following the death of Christ, around 41 and 50 AD, Matthew wrote his 
gospel account.  He wrote the book in Aramaic in the hope that his account would convince his fellow people 
that Jesus was the Messiah and that His kingdom had been fulfilled in a spiritual way.  It was an important 
message at a time when almost everyone was expecting the return of the militant messiah brandishing the 
sword. 
 
It is thought he departed for other lands to escape persecution sometime after 42 AD.  According to various 
legends he fled to Parthia and Persia, or Ethiopia.  Nothing is recorded of Matthew’s passing.  We do not 
know how he died if his death was natural or if he was martyred. 
 
Saint Matthew is often depicted with one of the four living creatures of Revelation 4:7, which reads, :The first 
living creature had a human face, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle.”       



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,          
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams,  George Behringer,  

Augustin Cisneros,  Martha Calado,  James Nunez, 
Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans,        
Marie LoVolpe,  Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani,    

Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero,             

Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, Luke Pacheco, 
Vincenza Papa, Jim Schneggenburger,                 

Anthony Criscuolo, John Ross,                               
Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                

John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             

Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  

 Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter,  
Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

religious life,  diaconate, and married life.  

The Twenty-Fifth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

September 19, 2021 
 

    “Whoever received one child     
       in my name receives me” 
 

 

Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at   
(718) 827-2454 or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS:  
 

Jesus calls us to humble service. 
 

A common thread in today’s readings is that the 
marks of faithfulness are humility, peacemaking 

and service to the lowliest among us.  In the midst 
of cynicism, which is so often the reality of our 
modern world, how can we better witness to the 

world the Peace of Christ?   

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners  
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social 

distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary 
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound 
person should be equally comfortable in having the 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit 

their home.  If Extraordinary Ministers are willing, 
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know. 

Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy 
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. A minister will 

be in contact with you to make the necessary      
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister 

on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy  
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when 

you call the rectory. 
 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please 
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 
wave to people in the pews. Return to 
you seat in silence and use this special 

time for prayer and thanksgiving.      
Reflect that you have received the Body 
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe 

a prayerful silence. 

 

Please be mindful that there 
are people who come to 

church early in order to pray.  
 

Please show 
 respect by observing silence. 



 
 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
In Loving Memory of 

Dr. Rosario and 
Mrs. Stella Gualtieri          

Requested by: 

The Thompson Family 

 

Memorials for the Week of   
September 19, 2021 

 

 
 
 
 
 

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? 
 

Then use your voice to praise the Lord! 
 

Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir. 
 

We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm 
In the choir loft in church. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 
 
 

New Winter Rectory Hours 
 

The new winter hours for the Rectory office 
will be as follows: 

 

MONDAY & FRIDAY 
 

9:00am to 12:00noon 
1:00pm to 5:00pm 

 

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 
 

9:00am to 12:00noon 
1:00pm to 9:00pm 

 

SATURDAY 
9:00am to 2:00pm 

 
SUNDAY & HOLIDAYS—CLOSED 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

FR. FRANCIS’ FAREWELL MASS 
(Please note the change) 

 
All are invited to Fr. Francis’ Farewell Mass on Sunday, 

September 26th at the 12:30pm Mass. 
However, due to the rise in infection rates, Bishop      

DiMarzio has informed all pastors that there are to be 
NO large gatherings in parish buildings, auditoriums, 
gyms and cafeterias. This includes all indoor sporting 
events, parish receptions of any kind and large parish 

meetings. 
 

So we will not be able to have a reception following the 
mass. Father will greet everyone after mass in front of 

Church. You can thank him for his service here in         
St. Francis at that time and wish him well in his new 

assignment. 
 

I have spoken with Fr. Francis about this unfortunate 
change and he understands. 

 



 

Memorials for the Week of   
June 20, 2021 

We have resumed the exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament before the 9:00AM 
Mass. The Blessed Sacrament will be    

exposed at 8:00AM each morning,      

Monday through Saturday, giving         
parishioners an opportunity for private 

prayer before the Lord in the Blessed  
Sacrament.  At 8:30AM the rosary will be 
prayed by parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     
Sacrament will be reposed before the   

9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to           

perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  
ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 

adoration helps us discover the Real   
Presence of Christ. 

 

What a wonderful way to begin our day 
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 

silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 

 
Please make every effort to take advantage 

of this time with the Lord. We are living in 
challenging times and we all need the 

Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 

the courage to live each day. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

"Your words, Lord, are Spirit and Life; You 
have the words of everlasting life" 

John 6:63,68 
 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 
 

Dear Friends, we were unable to meet live on 
September 16 due to the continued clean up in 
the rectory basement.  Our hope is to announce 

to you our live meeting as soon as we know 
when this will be possible.  Only then can we 

go back to the Little Rock Scripture Study    
program and be able to provide you with the  

study booklets on the Gospel of St. Matthew  
beginning with the first lesson.   

 
However, the Scripture Study group will 
meet online via Zoom with the technical 
support of Ms. Ellen Vento on Thursday, 

September 23 (if it is not possible to meet in 
the St. Joseph Room) in order to Pray       

together, meet the new members and review 
the introduction of the  
Gospel of St. Matthew. 

  
If you are interested in joining the study group 

or would like further information,               
please contact us through our 

email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call 
the rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to 

leave your name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture 
All Are Welcome!  

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic     
community that is centered in Jesus,  gathers 
in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.  

The parish values and welcomes each        
person’s gift of time, talent and  treasure.  As 
a faith-filled community, we are committed to 

minister to the spiritual, educational and     

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2022 Mass will be opened on Wednesday,    
September 21, 2021 in the rectory at 10:00AM.  

Please note that if you arrive early, you will have to 
wait until 10:00AM.  

 

In order to accommodate the many requests for 
Masses, please note the following: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cannon Law only permits one name per Mass.  We 
can accommodate you by listing the family name, 
(i.e.The Jones Family).  Thank you for your        
understanding and cooperation. 
 

NO Masses will be taken over the phone and no 
lists will be accepted to be picked up later. 
 

Please have alternate dates ready in case your first 
date is taken.  Also, please PRINT the names 
CLEARLY on your paper so the process will move 
along smoothly.  
 

All Announced Masses are $15.00 
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00 

Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp 
and Altar Candles) are $60.00 

Altar Flowers are $75.00 
 

Also, please wear a mask when entering the       
Rectory.  I thank you in advance for your            

cooperation and understanding in this matter. 
 

Msgr. Maresca  

 Each family will only be able to           
reserve 3  Masses on that day. 

 

 Monday through Saturday 9:00AM 
Mass. 

 

 Saturday the 9:00AM Mass will be 
multiple intentions. 

 

 Sunday 12:30PM Italian Mass will be 
multiple intentions. 



St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Sunday Collections 9/11-9/12                 $4,352.00 
2nd Collection-Catholic Education          $609.00                 
 
                  

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 

THANK YOU to all who have donated to 
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate 
your generosity. As of this time we have 
$36,973.00 pledged and $29,826.66 paid  

towards our goal of $41,679.00. 
If you have not donated to the appeal as of 

this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a 
donation to help us achieve our goal.       

Envelopes are available in Church or you 
may stop at the rectory.  

 

Our parish receives a grant from the appeal 
for our Religious Education Program and a 
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital 
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help 
us reach our goal since we do benefit from 

the appeal. 
 

The St. John’s University Speech and      Hearing 
Center will be offering  
“Hearing Aid Help”  

from  September 15, 2021 through   
December 9, 2021.  This is a free service and is 

available for anyone who has a hearing aid and may 
be experiencing some  

difficulty caring for it or using it. 
 

 
 

The St. John’s University Speech and     Hearing 
Center will be offering  

FREE speech and hearing screenings 
from  September 15, 2021 through   

December 9, 2021. This service and is available for 
anyone. 

 

Please call the Center at  
(718) 990-6480 to schedule an  

appointment.  
 

The Speech and Hearing Center is located at 152-11 
Union Turnpike 
Flushing, NY 



 

 
Saint Francis of Assisi 

Bereavement Support  Group 
will begin a new session on  

Wednesday, October 6, 2021 at 7:00pm. 
Meetings will take place in the basement 

located in the back of the Rectory  
at 21-17 45

th
 Street. 

 
If you or someone you know is mourning 
the death of a loved one and are having a 
hard time coping with daily events, you 

may find some comfort in attending these 
sessions. 

 
 
 
 
 

Please call the St. Francis Rectory Office 
at (718) 728-7801 is you wish to attend or 

you need more information.   



 

 

Pope Francis announced a special year dedicated to St. Joseph starting from 8 December 2020 until 8 

December 2021, on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of St. Joseph as the 

Patron of the Universal Church, as well as the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady. 

The Apostolic Penitentiary also issued a decree granting special indulgences for the duration of the 

special year to celebrate the anniversary and “to perpetuate the entrustment of the whole Church to 

the powerful patronage of the Custodian of Jesus.” 

  

During this period, the faithful will have the opportunity to commit themselves “with prayer and 

good works, to obtain, with the help of St. Joseph, head of the heavenly Family of Nazareth, comfort 

and relief from the serious human and social tribulations that besiege the contemporary world today.” 

 

Saint Joseph was a faithful son of the Eternal Father. God reveals in Saint Joseph that a     
father is a man who is obedient to God in an uncomplicated, sacrificial, and steadfast way. 
Saint   Joseph was a faithful and loving spouse. Joseph trusted in the angel’s words to him 
and      lovingly accepted Jesus as his own son. He provided a protective home for Mary and 
Jesus and accepted his call to be a husband to Mary and a father to the Son of God, even 
when he believed himself unworthy to do so. “Joseph’s attitude encourages us to accept and 
welcome others as they are, without exception, and to show special concern for the weak, for 
God chooses what is weak”. 

Saint Joseph was present to his child and to his wife. God entrusted the Holy Family to        
Joseph and worked through his creative courage to guide and protect the Holy Family. 
“Arriving in Bethlehem and finding no lodging where Mary could give birth, Joseph took a sta-
ble and, best he could, turned it into a welcoming home for the Son of God come into the 
world”. 

Saint Joseph was willing to sacrifice for his family. Work is a means of participating in the work 
of salvation. Joseph’s work as a carpenter provided a means for the Holy Family to thrive and 
to remain hidden in Bethlehem. Joseph taught this work to Jesus. “Saint Joseph’s work       
reminds us that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work” 

I do not remember even now that I have ever asked anything of [St. Joseph] which he has failed to 

grant… To other saints the Lord seems to have given grace to succour us in some of our necessities, 

but of this glorious saint my experience is that he succours us in them all…”  (Autobiography of St. 

Teresa of Avila)  



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

September 19-25 
 

 
Sunday, September 19 
SFA Raffle Sales after each Mass 
10:40-12noon—CCD  
 

Monday, September 20 
12-3:30pm Golden Age MCH 
7:00pm Adult Choir in Church 
 

Tuesday, September 21 
6:30pm AA Meeting 
 
 

Wednesday, September 22 
 

Thursday, September 23 

10-11:30am Legion of Mary 
7:00pm I.A.C.A. Meeting 
7:30pm Scripture Study 
 

Friday, September 24 
 
 

Saturday, September 25 
SFA Raffle Sales after 5:00pm Mass 

 

September 26-October 2 
 

 
Sunday, September 26 
SFA Raffle Sales after each Mass 
10:40-12noon—CCD  
 

Monday, September 27 
12-3:30pm Golden Age MCH 
7:00pm Adult Choir in Church 
 

Tuesday, September 28 
6:30pm AA Meeting 
7:30pm—Holy Name Executive Meeting 
 

Wednesday, September 29 

 

Thursday, September 30 

10-11:30am Legion of Mary 
7:00pm I.A.C.A. Meeting 
7:30pm Scripture Study 
 

Friday, October 1 
First Friday –9:00am School Mass 
 

Saturday, October 2 
SFA Raffle Sales after 5:00pm Mass 

  


