The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Today’s Readings

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,

The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

September 5 –The Twenty-Third
Sunday in Ordinary Time
For the People of St. Francis
Carmelo Vella
Tommaso Scarlatto
Marino Floramo
Guiseppoma Piazza
Matteo Ferrara

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

September 6 - Weekday
Richard Conlon

MONDAY:

Colossians 1:24-2:3
Luke 6:6-11

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

September 7 - Weekday
Charlotte Francis Brickner

TUESDAY:

Colossians 2:6-15
Luke 6:12-19

WEDNESDAY:

Micah 5:1-4a
Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23

THURSDAY, September 9 - St. Peter Claver
9:00 A.M.
Michele Ann D’Angelo

THURSDAY:

Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 6:27-38

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

FRIDAY:

1 Timothy 1:1-2, 12-14
Luke 6:39-42

SATURDAY:

Joshua 24:14-29
Matthew 19:13-15

WEDNESDAY, September 8 - The Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
9:00 A.M.
Angelo Sferrazza

September 10 - Weekday
Joseph Argenzio

SATURDAY, September 11 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Petra Saldarriga
Dominic Socci (Living)
5:00 P.M.

Lucia Borga

SUNDAY,

September 12 – The Twenty– Fourth
Sunday in Ordinary Time
Holy Name
For the People of St. Francis
Gary Mele
Serafina Cicolini
Maria Reveron

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

Isaiah 35:4-7a
James 2:1-5
Mark 7:31-37

Readings for the Week

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 50:4c-9a
James 2:14-18
Mark 8:27-35

SCHOOL NEWS
Wednesday, September 8, 2021
Classes begin
Grades K - 8

If you have a child beginning first grade in public
school, it is time to register for Religious
Education. Diocesan guidelines require two years
of instructions prior to the reception of a
Sacrament. If your child is already in the first
grade and missed this year, call the Office of
Religious Education to set up an appointment to
discuss the options.
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW
SOMEONE WHO…

Has expressed an interest in becoming
Catholic?
Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not
celebrated the Sacraments of
Eucharist and/or Confirmation?
Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
is what you're looking for!
Sessions focus on the teachings and
experience of the Church as well as prepare
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season.
For information please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM
or by appointment
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org

Wednesday, September 8, 2021
The Nativity of
The Blessed Virgin Mary
The Catholic Church celebrates the birth of the
Blessed Virgin Mary on its traditional fixed date of
September 8, nine months after the December 8
celebration of her Immaculate Conception as the
child of Saints Joachim and Anne.
The circumstances of the Virgin Mary's infancy
and early life are not directly recorded in the Bible,
but other documents and traditions describing the
circumstances of her birth are cited by some of the
earliest Christian writers. These accounts, although
not considered authoritative in the same manner as
the Bible, outline some of the Church's traditional
beliefs about the birth of Mary. James describes
Mary's father Joachim as a wealthy member of one
of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. Joachim was deeply
grieved, along with his wife Anne, by their
childlessness. “He called to mind Abraham, “that in
the last day God gave him a son Isaac.” Joachim
and Anne began to devote themselves extensively
to prayer and fasting, initially wondering whether
their inability to conceive a child might signify
God's displeasure with them. As it turned out,
however, the couple were to be blessed even more
than Abraham and Sarah, as an angel revealed to
Anne when he appeared to her and prophesied that
all generations would honor their future child.
After Mary's birth, according to James, Anne
“made a sanctuary” in the infant girl's room, and
“allowed nothing common or unclean” on account
of the special holiness of the child. The same
writing records that when she was one year old, her
father brought the child to the priests and they
blessed her, saying: 'O God of our fathers, bless
this child, and give her an everlasting name to be
named in all generations' . . . And he brought her to
the chief priests, and they blessed her, saying: 'O
God most high, look upon this child, and bless her
with the utmost blessing, which shall be for ever.'”

Thursday, September 9, 2021
The Feast of
Saint Peter Claver
A native of Spain, young Jesuit Peter Claver left his
homeland forever in 1610 to be a missionary in the
colonies of the New World. He sailed into
Cartagena. He was ordained there in 1615.
By this time the slave trade had been established in
the Americas for nearly 100 years, and Cartagena
was a chief center for it. Ten thousand slaves poured
into the port each year after crossing the Atlantic
from West Africa under conditions so inhuman that
an estimated one-third of the passengers died in
transit. Although the practice of slave-trading was
condemned by Pope Paul III and later labeled
“supreme villainy” by Pope Pius IX, it continued to
flourish. Peter Claver’s predecessor, Jesuit Father
Alfonso de Sandoval, had devoted himself to the
service of the slaves for 40 years before Claver
arrived to continue his work. As soon as a slave ship
entered the port, Peter Claver moved into its infested
hold to minister to the ill-treated and exhausted passengers. After the slaves were herded out of the ship
like chained animals and shut up in nearby yards to
be gazed at by the crowds, Claver plunged in among
them with medicines, food, bread, brandy, lemons,
and tobacco. With the help of interpreters he gave
basic instructions and assured his brothers and sisters
of their human dignity and God’s love. During the 40
years of his ministry, Claver instructed and baptized
an estimated 300,000 slaves. Fr. Claver preached in
the city square, gave missions to sailors and traders
as well as country missions, during which he
avoided hospitality of the planters and owners and
lodged in the slave quarters instead.
After four years of sickness, which forced the saint
to remain inactive and largely neglected, Claver died
on September 8, 1654. Peter Claver was canonized in
1888, and Pope Leo XIII declared him the worldwide
patron of missionary work among black slaves.

Welcome New Parishioners
We welcome those who registered in our parish during
the month of August 2021.

Alex & Catherine Petrescu

Baptisms
We welcome those who were Baptized during the
month of August 2021.

Hailey Rae Daza
Benjamin William Strawsacker

Marriages
Congratulations to those who were married in our Parish
in the month of August 2021.

Darren Burke & Joanna Marie Sawyer
William Joseph O’Donnell & Caitlyn Patricia O’Connor

Purgatorials
The following names have been enrolled in our Purgatorial
Society for the months of July & August 2021. Please remember to
continue to pray for their families.

Dr. Stacey Hunt-Okolo
Gloria Catsimalis
Elefterios Betzios
Vittorio DiPietro
Edevige Tarantino
Brendan Ward
Robert Rodriguez
Mary Capodanno
Philomena Carullo

Recently Deceased
The following have passed away during the months of July & August 2021.
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish.

Marie Rose Guerrier
Florence C. Sweeney
Peter Thomas Lutz Sr.
John Joseph Guerra
Robert Didominici
Dora D’Angelo

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Your words, Lord, are Spirit and Life; You
have the words of everlasting life"
John 6:63,68
We are delighted to announce that the SFA
Scripture Study group will begin meeting
on September 9 live.
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

Join us on Thursday, September 9th from
7:30 - 8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the
rectory. The Gospel readings and study will be
conducted using the Little Rock Scripture
program. Study booklets will be provided.
If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information,
please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call
the rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to
leave your name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture
All Are Welcome!

Beginning Tuesday, September 7th, we will
resume the exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament before the 9:00 AM Mass. The
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 8:00
AM each morning, Monday through
Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. At 8:30
AM the rosary will be prayed by
parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50 AM the Blessed
Sacrament will be reposed before the 9:00
AM Mass. Jesus calls us to perseverance
in prayer. “Pray without ceasing.” “Watch
and pray.” Eucharistic adoration helps us
discover the Real Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in
silence or praying the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage
of this time with the Lord. We are living in
challenging times and we all need the
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us
the courage to live each day.

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of
St. Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

On Sunday, September 12th, the 8:00am Mass
is the Holy Name Mass. The mission of the
Holy Name Society is to promote devotion
and reverence for the Holy Name of God
and Jesus. What better way than to
participate in the Holy Name Monthly Mass.
All are invited to join in this celebration.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, George Behringer,
Augustin Cisneros, Martha Calado, James Nunez,
Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans,
Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani,
Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,
Christopher Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero,
Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, Luke Pacheco,
Vincenza Papa, Jim Schneggenburger,
Anthony Criscuolo, John Ross,
Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,
Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter,
Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to
you seat in silence and use this special
time for prayer and thanksgiving.
Reflect that you have received the Body
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe
a prayerful silence.

Please be mindful that there
are people who come to church
early in order to pray.
Please show
respect by observing silence.
The Twenty-Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time
September 5, 2021
“He makes the deaf hear
and the mute speak.”

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social
distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound
person should be equally comfortable in having the
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit
their home. If Extraordinary Ministers are willing,
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know.
Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your
name, address, and phone number. A minister will
be in contact with you to make the necessary
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister
on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when
you call the rectory.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

FOCUS:
God comes to heal His people.

Looking at the world, there is no doubt about
the need for healing. The people in the
District of the Decapolis knew that the deaf man
needed healing, and so they brought him to Jesus.
As those who also know the healer - who know
our Lord - let us bring our needs and those of
others to Him.

New Winter Rectory
Hours
Beginning Tuesday, September 7, 2021,
the new winter hours for the Rectory office
will be as follows:
MONDAY & FRIDAY
9:00am to 12:00noon
1:00pm to 5:00pm

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING?
Then use your voice to praise the Lord!
Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir.
We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm
In the choir loft in church.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY
9:00am to 12:00noon
1:00pm to 9:00pm

Golden Age Meetings

SATURDAY
9:00am to 2:00pm

YES! Finally, the Golden Age meetings
resume on Monday, September 13th in
Monsignor Campbell Hall from
12:00 noon until 3:00pm.
th
(45 Street side entrance to the Church basement)

SUNDAY & HOLIDAYS—CLOSED

Hope all return and bring a friend or
neighbor who is 60 years or older.
We are now permitted to have food
and drink.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

Admission (weekly) is $2.00.
Cards, Pokeno and Bingo will be played
as usual. You will have time to socialize
with friends.
Looking forward to your return.
Welcome back all God Bless

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Sunday Collections 8/28-8/29
2nd Collection for Haiti

$3,889.00
$1,396.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

50/50 Winners
August 2021

First Prize
Mr. & Mrs. Elia Garcia
Second Prize
Ms. Francesca Tomasello
Third Prize
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Marchesona
Congratulations!

The Rectory office will be closed all day
Monday, September 6, 2021 in
observance of Labor Day.

THANK YOU to all who have donated to
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate
your generosity. As of this time we have
$36,973.00 pledged and $29,826.66 paid
towards our goal of $41,679.00.
If you have not donated to the appeal as of
this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a
donation to help us achieve our goal.
Envelopes are available in Church or you
may stop at the rectory.
Our parish receives a grant from the appeal
for our Religious Education Program and a
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help
us reach our goal since we do benefit from
the appeal.

Next weekend, September 11th and 12th, the
second collection will be for
The Catholic University of America.
.
Please be as generous as your means allow.

The St. John’s University Speech and
Hearing Center will be offering
“Hearing Aid Help”
from September 15, 2021 through
December 9, 2021. This is a free service
and is available for anyone who has a
hearing aid and may be experiencing some
difficulty caring for it or using it.
Please call the Center at
(718) 990-6480 to schedule an
appointment.
The Speech and Hearing Center is located at
152-11 Union Turnpike
Flushing, NY

The St. John’s University Speech and
Hearing Center will be offering
FREE speech and hearing screenings
from September 15, 2021 through
December 9, 2021. This service and is
available for anyone.
Please call the Center at
(718) 990-6480 to schedule an
appointment.
The Speech and Hearing Center is located at
152-11 Union Turnpike
Flushing, NY

Saint Francis of Assisi
Bereavement Support Group

will begin a new session on
Wednesday, October 6, 2021 at 7:00pm.
Meetings will take place in the basement
located in the back of the Rectory
at 21-17 45th Street.
If you or someone you know is mourning
the death of a loved one and are having a
hard time coping with daily events, you
may find some comfort in attending these
sessions.

Please call the St. Francis Rectory Office
at (718) 728-7801 is you wish to attend or
you need more information.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK
September 5-11
Sunday, September 5
Monday, September 6

Labor Day—Rectory Office closed all day

Tuesday, September 7

9:00am Faculty Planning Day
6:30pm—AA Meeting

Wednesday, September 8

NEXT WEEK
September 12-18
Sunday, September 12

Religious Education Registration after each Mass

Monday, September 13

12-3:30pm Golden Agee MCH-Opening Meeting
7:00pm Adult Choir in Church

Tuesday, September 14
6:30pm AA Meeting
8:00pm Knights of Columbus Meeting

CLASSES BEGIN—K-8
6:30pm Parent Meeting 3K, K-2 MCH/SCH
7:00pm Baptism Class

Wednesday, September 15

Thursday, September 9

10-11:30am Legion of Mary
7:00pm I.A.C.A. Meeting
7:30pm Scripture Study

10-11:30am Legion of Mary
6:30pm Parent Meeting—Grades 3-8
7:00pm I.A.C.A. Meeting
7:30pm Scripture Study

Friday, September 10

9/11 Prayer Service in the School Yard

Saturday, September 11

Thursday, September 16
Friday, September 17
9:00am Opening School Mass
Student Council Installation

Saturday, September 18
Raffle Sales after 5:00pm Mass

Religious Education Registration after
5:00pm Mass

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers
in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.
The parish values and welcomes each
person’s gift of time, talent and treasure. As
a faith-filled community, we are committed to
minister to the spiritual, educational and
material needs of all people.

