The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Today’s Readings

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

October 24 –The Thirtieth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Emmanuel Asagba
Michael Mangialino Sr.
Guiseppe Saracini
Mario Iele
Ausilia Iele
Vincenza Parisi
Jacqueline Mangiafreno

The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jeremiah 31:7-9
Hebrews 5:1-6
Mark 10:46-52

Readings for the Week

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

October 25 –Weekday
Saverio Giordano

MONDAY:

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

October 26 - Weekday
Joycelin Eiaw

Romans 8:12-17
Luke 13:10-17

TUESDAY:

Romans 8:18-25
Luke 13:18-21

WEDNESDAY:

THURSDAY, October 28 - Saints Simon and Jude,
Apostles
9:00 A.M.
Raffael DiGioia

Romans 8:26-30
Luke 13:22-30

THURSDAY:

Ephesians 2:19-22
Luke 6:12-16

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

FRIDAY:

Romans 9:1-5
Luke 14:1-6

SATURDAY:

Romans 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29
Luke 14:1, 7-11

WEDNESDAY, October 27 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Sally Gaudosi

October 29 - Weekday
Maria Taraskiewicz

SATURDAY, October 30 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
John Gatt
Ann Cullinane
Deceased Members of
The Legion of Mary
5:00 P.M.
Rose Sweeney
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

October 31 – Thirty-First Sunday
in Ordinary Time
For the People of St. Francis
Juan Diego Betancourt
Frank Farrugia
Mario Iele
Ausilia Iele
John Kos
Paola Acquista

The Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deuteronomy 6:2-6
Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 12:28b-34

My Dear Parishioners,
“Master, I want to see”. If we are honest with ourselves we must admit that
sometimes we fail to count our blessings. We focus on the negative. While
our life no doubt involves suffering, many are the times when the lord has
delivered us, when, as the prophet Jeremiah says, “God leads us on a level
road so we shall not stumble”.
The Letter to the Hebrews makes it clear that we have a great high priest,
none other than God’s only Son, Jesus, to offer his great sacrifice of love for
us. When we feel that life’s suffering is overwhelming us, we must call out to
Jesus like the blind man in today’s Gospel. In fact, if we open our ears as
well as our eyes, we hear Jesus calling us to take courage and come to him.
“What do you want me to do for you”? Jesus asks.
We must answer Jesus in prayer. We must tell Him what weighs heavily
upon us, what suffering we want him to relieve so long as relief of this
specific suffering aligns with God our Father’s perfect will. And we must ask
Jesus that we continue receiving sight; to sense the Holy Spirit’s presence
and power in our life both on our good days and on those days when it is
tempting to believe that God is distant, to forget that God made us, God
loves us and God wants us to be happy with him forever.
We must take courage and get up like the blind man because Jesus is
calling us to open our eyes, to count our blessings and to follow Him. Jesus
is calling each of us to be his disciples in this life so as to be happy with
him forever.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

Thursday, October 28, 2021
The Feast of
Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles
Jude is so named by Luke and Acts. Matthew and Mark call him Thaddeus. He is not mentioned
elsewhere in the Gospels, except of course where all the apostles are mentioned. Scholars hold
that he is not the author of the Letter of Jude. Actually, Jude had the same name as Judas Iscariot.
Evidently because of the disgrace of that name, it was shortened to “Jude” in English.
Simon is mentioned on all four lists of the apostles. On two of them he is called “the Zealot.” The
Zealots were a Jewish sect that represented an extreme of Jewish nationalism. For them, the
messianic promise of the Old Testament meant that the Jews were to be a free and independent
nation. God alone was their king, and any payment of taxes to the Romans—the very domination of
the Romans—was a blasphemy against God. No doubt some of the Zealots were the spiritual heirs
of the Maccabees, carrying on their ideals of religion and independence. But many were the
counterparts of modern terrorists. They raided and killed, attacking both foreigners and
“collaborating” Jews. They were chiefly responsible for the rebellion against Rome which ended in
the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.
As in the case of all the apostles except for Peter, James and John, we are faced with men who are
really unknown, and we are struck by the fact that their holiness is simply taken to be a gift of Christ.
He chose some unlikely people: a former Zealot, a former (crooked) tax collector, an impetuous
fisherman, two “sons of thunder,” and a man named Judas Iscariot.
It is a reminder that we cannot receive too often. Holiness does not depend on human merit, culture,
personality, effort, or achievement. It is entirely God’s creation and gift. God needs no Zealots to
bring about the kingdom by force. Jude, like all the saints, is the saint of the impossible: Only God
can create his divine life in human beings. And God wills to do so, for all of us.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved now and forever.
Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us. St. Jude worker of miracles, pray for us. Saint
Jude helper and keeper of the hopeless, pray for us. Thank you St. Jude. Amen.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, George Behringer,
Augustin Cisneros, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,
Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss,
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to
you seat in silence and use this special
time for prayer and thanksgiving.
Reflect that you have received the Body
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe
a prayerful silence.

Please be mindful that there
are people who come to
church early in order to pray.
Please show
respect by observing silence.
The Thirtieth
Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 24, 2021
“Master, I want to see?”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social
distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound
person should be equally comfortable in having the
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit
their home. If Extraordinary Ministers are willing,
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know.
Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your
name, address, and phone number. A minister will
be in contact with you to make the necessary
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister
on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when
you call the rectory.

FOCUS:
Jesus invites us to follow Him and make
God’s way our own.

As we respond in faith to God’s call, our way becomes less our own and more of on united to His
love. Jesus invites us to follow Him, and when
our spiritual blindness interferes with our ability
to do so, Jesus heals and redeems us through Him
compassionate love. Jesus guides His disciples
and they support one another.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Your words, Lord, are Spirit and Life; You
have the words of everlasting life"
John 6:63,68
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

Join us on Thursday, October 28 at 7:308:50pm in the St. Joseph room in the rectory
basement. The Gospel readings and study will
be conducted using the Little Rock Scripture
Study program. Study booklets will be

provided. The study this week is
Matthew 13-16.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information,
please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call
the rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to
leave your name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture
All Are Welcome!

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers
in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.
The parish values and welcomes each
person’s gift of time, talent and treasure. As
a faith-filled community, we are committed to
minister to the spiritual, educational and
material needs of all people.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at
8:00AM each morning, Monday through
Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. At
8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by
parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed
Sacrament will be reposed before the
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to
perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic
adoration helps us discover the Real
Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in
silence or praying the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage
of this time with the Lord. We are living in
challenging times and we all need the
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us
the courage to live each day.

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Tuesday, November 2nd, is
ALL SOULS’DAY. It is a day in which we
remember and pray for all our beloved
deceased. Please remember to return the
All Souls’ Day envelope with the names of
your loved one. The envelopes will be placed
on the altar throughout the
month of November.
We will have a special Mass on Tuesday
evening, November 2nd at 7:30pm to
remember all those who have died this past
year. All are invited to join us at this Mass.
We will read the names of those who died this
past year and ask that a family member or
friend come up to receive an All Souls’ candle
in their memory.

Healing After Abortion
Do you know someone who is carrying the grief
of a past abortion? There is always hope. The
pain and sorrow of abortion does not need to
endure for a lifetime. A “Day of Prayer and
Healing: offers the opportunity to experience
the love and mercy of God and to respond to
Hid invitation to begin the journey of healing
the wound of abortion. Upcoming dates in the
New York City area are:
October 30th, and November 13th (Spanish)
and more dates in 2022.
For upcoming dates, locations and confidential
registration, or just to talk to a Sister, please call
the Sisters of Life at (866) 575-0075 (toll free)
Or you can reach us by email at
hopeandhealing@sistersof life.org

Please remember to put your
All Souls Mass Remembrance
envelopes in any collection
before November 2nd.
The 2022 Mass Intention Book is Now Open
Cannon Law only permits one name per Mass. We can
accommodate you by listing the family name,
(i.e.The Jones Family).

Memorials for the Week of
October 24, 2021
SANCTUARY LAMP
In Loving Memory of
Anne and William
Thompson
Requested by:

The Thompson Family

NO Masses will be taken over the phone and no lists will
be accepted to be picked up later.
All Announced Masses are $15.00
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp and
Altar Candles) are $60.00
Altar Flowers are $75.00
Also, please wear a mask when entering the Rectory. I
thank you in advance for your
cooperation and understanding.

Pope Francis has approved a new three-stage
process for the next gathering of the Synod of
Bishops; this process continues his efforts to reform
the Catholic Church in accordance with the teachings of the Second Vatican Council. His aim is to
involve the whole church at diocesan, national and
continental levels through a process of “listening
and discernment” on the important theme of
synodality: “For a synodal Church: communion,
participation, and mission.” Pope Francis declared
that the synod will open in the Vatican and in every
diocese throughout the Catholic world in October
2021. It will begin with a “diocesan
phase” (October 2021 until April 2022) and then
move to a “continental phase” (September 2022
through March 2023) before concluding in “the
universal church phase” at the Vatican with the
synod of bishops in October 2023.
The purpose of the diocesan phase is “to consult
the people of God, so that the synodal process may
be carried out by listening to all the baptized,” who,
as the Second Vatican Council said, “cannot err in
matters of belief.” Bishop DiMarzio has appointed
Very Rev. Joseph R. Gibino and Sr. Maryann Seaton Lopiccolo as the contact person for the Diocese.
He will work with a committee appointed by
Bishop DiMarzio, the Diocesan Pastoral Council,
and representatives from each parish and their
pastors for the diocesan consultation that will also
serve as the link with the regional bishops’
conference. The USCCB has appointed Richard
Coll, Executive Director for Justice, Peace, and
Integral Human Development of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops as the contact
person to work with the dioceses and with the
general secretariat in Rome.
Please pray for this important work and for the
success of the Synod.

Religious Education classes on Sunday mornings have
begun. If your child or grandchild is in public school
they should be registered for Religious instructions. It is
essential for their spiritual growth to receive Religious
instructions in our Catholic Faith.
If your child/grandchild has not received First Penance,
Holy Communion or Confirmation, they need to be
registered for classes. It is important that parents along
with teachers teach the children about our Catholic
Faith and help them to understand what it means to be
a Christian and what Jesus expects from us as His
disciples.
Today more than ever our Faith should be a stronghold
in our lives as we face the challenges of life. Christ must
be the center of our lives in a society where so many
things distract us from our commitment to follow Jesus.
If your child/grandchild is not registered, you can come
to the school Sunday mornings and register her/him for
classes.
Children are expected to attend 9:30am Mass and then
to proceed to the front of school to enter for class.
Dismissal will take place from the front of school on
46th Street for the safety of the children and parents at
12 noon.

If you are someone who was baptized Catholic
as a child, but has not celebrated the Sacraments
of Eucharist and/or Confirmation, then RCIA
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is what
you are looking for.
For information please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM
or by appointment
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org

St. Francis of Assisi Bereavement Support
Group has begun the Fall Session. We meet on
Wednesday at 7:00pm in the meeting room
located down the stairs in the back of the
Rectory at 21-17 45th Street.
If you or someone you know are mourning the
death of a loved one and are having a hard
tome coping with daily events, you may find
some comfort by attending these sessions.
Please call the St. Francis Rectory office at
(718) 728-7801 if you wish to attend or you
need more information.

Open House
Virtual-Wednesday, October 27, 2021
from 6:00 to 7:00pm
RSVP required for both at
admissions@dominicanacademy.org

NEW CHURCH RAMP
The ramp on the side of the Church is in bad shape.
The wood has been replaced numerous times over
the years but it continues to split, crack and warp.
So we are getting a new ramp. The company
ArchTech will be doing the work. They hope to
start as soon as the materials come in. They will
remove the existing ramp and dispose. They will
make the ramp to code and extend the landing area
near the side door into Church and relocate the
steps. Also they will install PVC material planks,
balusters and trim all in brown and anchor invisible
screws from underneath.
I ask for your patience during this work project. I’m
told they will set up a temporary ramp to be used
during the construction of the new ramp.
Thank you for your understanding and patience.

For more information or to register, visit our website
at DominicanAcademy.org/Admissions
Or call Madeline Metzler at (212) 744-0195 x 131

Dominican Academy
44 East 68th Street
New York, NY 10065

Fall Open House

On behalf of our parish family I want to thank
Deacon Tom and his wife Jane for their service to
our parish. They will be moving to New Jersey the
end of the year. While they have been with us for a
short time, I am grateful for their service. Deacon
Tom’s last mass will be Sunday, October 31st at
9:30am. All are invited to join us in give thanks
and wishing them God’s Blessings on their move.

Sunday, November 7th, 2021
12:00 PM
Register at
www.molloy.edu/admissions/open-house
Molloy College
1000 Hempstead Avenue
P.O. Box 5002
Rockville Centre, NY 11571-5002

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Sunday Collections 10/16-10/17
Donations for the weeks of 10/16-17 and 10/23-24
will be updated in the October 31, 2021 Bulletin.
School parents must use church envelopes.

THANK YOU to all who have donated to
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate
your generosity. As of this time we have
$37,018.00 pledged and $31,416.66 paid
towards our goal of $41,679.00.
If you have not donated to the appeal as of
this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a
donation to help us achieve our goal.
Envelopes are available in Church or you
may stop at the rectory.
Our parish receives a grant from the appeal
for our Religious Education Program and a
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help
us reach our goal since we do benefit from
the appeal.

The St. John’s University Speech and Hearing
Center will be offering
“Hearing Aid Help”
from September 15, 2021 through
December 9, 2021. This is a free service and is
available for anyone who has a hearing aid and may
be experiencing some
difficulty caring for it or using it.
The St. John’s University Speech and Hearing
Center will be offering
FREE speech and hearing screenings
from September 15, 2021 through
December 9, 2021. This service and is available for
anyone.
Please call the Center at
(718) 990-6480 to schedule an
appointment.
The Speech and Hearing Center is located at 152-11
Union Turnpike
Flushing, NY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

October 24-October 30

October 31-November 6

Sunday, October 24

Sunday, October 31

Monday, October 25

Monday, November 1

9:30am—Pre-Communion Enrollment Mass
10:40-12noon—CCD
1:30pm—Installation of the Knights of Columbus
Officers

12:30-3:30pm Golden Age—MCH
2:30-3:30 Children’s Choir—Church
7:00pm Adult Choir—Church

Tuesday, October 26

6:30pm AA Meeting
8:00pm Holy Name Executive Meeting

9:30am—Pre-Confirmation Enrollment Mass
10:40-12noon—CCD
10:40M—Confirmation Class-SCH
1:30 Baptism—Church

All Saints Day
Mass at 9:00am and 11:00am
12:30-3:30pm Golden Age—MCH
7:00pm Adult Choir—Church

Tuesday, November 2
All Souls Day

Wednesday, October 27

6:30pm AA Meeting
7:30pm-All Souls Mass

Thursday, October 28

Wednesday, November 3

7:00pm—Bereavement Group

10-11:30am Legion of Mary
7:00pm Confirmation Parent Meeting-MMC
7:00pm I.A.C.A. Meeting
7:30pm Scripture Study

7:00pm—Bereavement Group

Thursday, November 4

Friday, October 29

10-11:30am Legion of Mary
Ring Day Set Up—MCH
7:00pm I.A.C.A. Meeting
7:30pm Scripture Study

Saturday, October 30

Friday, November 5
9:00am Ring Day—Grade 8
Mass & Breakfast

Saturday, November 6

Knights of Columbus Selling Raffle Tickets

