Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe Solemnity

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

November 21 – Our Lord Jesus Christ
King of the Universe
Joseph Cseri
Anthony Mizzi
For the People of St. Francis
Giuseppe Saracini
Maria Dimilta
Salvatore Sferrazza
Mario Iele
Ausilia Iele
Carmela Lopolito
Maria Perinuzzi

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

November 22 – Saint Cecilia
Victoria Fusaro

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

November 23 - Saint Clement
Jpseph Salamone

WEDNESDAY, November 24 - St. Andrew Dung-Lac
and Companions
9:00 A.M.
Robert Rodriguez
7:30 P.M.
Gloria Montell
THURSDAY,
9:00 A.M.

November 25 - St. Catherine of
Alexandria
United States of America

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

November 26 - Weekday
Brendan Ward

SATURDAY, November 27 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
The D’Ercole Family
Barbara Bertolini
5:00 P.M.

Richard Mohr

SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

November 28 - First Sunday of Advent
For the People of St. Francis
Francis Gauci
Martin Hale
Mario Iele
Ausilia Iele
Domenico Acierno
Maria Perinuzzi
The Florio Family
The Reies Family

Today’s Readings
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Daniel 7:13-14
Revelation 1:5-8
John 18:33b-37

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

Daniel 1:1-6, 8-20
Luke 21:1-4

TUESDAY:

Daniel 2:31-45
Luke 21: 5-11

WEDNESDAY:

Daniel 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28
Luke 21:12-19

THURSDAY:

Daniel 6:12-28
Luke 21:20-28

FRIDAY:

Daniel 7:2-14
Luke 21:29-33

SATURDAY:

Daniel 7:15-27
Luke 21:34-36

First Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2
Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

My Dear Parishioners,
The song “Hungry Heart” written by Bruce Springsteen is a classic rock song that describes a
fundamental aspect of the human heart. In short, each of us has a heart that is hungry and that
yearns to be satisfied.
The question is, What will satisfy the hunger of our hearts? Perhaps, as we know all too well,
the world offers us a host of substitutes: the accumulation of wealth, the pursuit of fame or
power, the accumulation of material things, or being continually entertained via the possibility
of television, a computer or smart phone, video game systems, or mp3 player, to name just a
few. The satisfaction offered by these substitutes is fleeting, leaving one to simply want more.
So, if the things of this world fail to satisfy the hunger of our hearts to whom or what should
we turn? The answer is found in turning to Jesus, who on this Solemnity of Christ the King is
praised as the King of the Universe and the Lord of all creation. It is proper and fitting to refer
to Jesus in this way for he is the Son of God who, in humble obedience to the will of his
Father and out of love for us, became one of us to gain our salvation.
One of the primary ways that Jesus worked throughout his life to bring about our salvation
was touched upon in today’s gospel reading in one of the responses he gave to Pontius Pilate.
As we heard, Jesus declared to Pontius Pilate that he came into the world to testify to the truth
and that everyone who belongs to the truth listens to his voice. Jesus also testified to the truth
in that the example of his life, and his teachings reveal the way one needs to live to be saved.
Ultimately, Jesus won our salvation in the manner that he had predicted. He willing gave his
life on the Cross for the forgiveness of our sins. He was raised from the dead to destroy the
power of death, sin, and evil and to open the way to eternal life. He then ascended into heaven
where he is now enthroned as King of the Universe and Lord of all creation. He will one day
return in glory to fully establish God’s Kingdom over all the earth.
Though we know neither the day nor the hour when Jesus will return in glory, let us open
ourselves to him so his light and love may reign more fully in our hearts. Filled with Christ,
our hearts may know more fully the love, peace, and joy for which they yearn and by which
they are satisfied. Set free from the shackles of sin and doubt, we are able to give ourselves
more fully to the work of helping to build up God’s Kingdom on earth.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, George Behringer,
Augustin Cisneros, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,
Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss,
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

Please be mindful that there are
people who come to church early in
order to pray.
Please show respect by
observing silence.

Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe
November 21, 2021
“My kingdom does not
belong to this world”
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social
distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound
person should be equally comfortable in having the
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit
their home. If Extraordinary Ministers are willing,
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know.
Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your
name, address, and phone number. A minister will
be in contact with you to make the necessary
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister
on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when
you call the rectory.

Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org
FOCUS:
Christ’s dominion is eternal.

Today’s solemnity by which we close the
liturgical year, reminds us that Christ is king and
ruler of all. He is the firstborn of the dead in
whom all power and authority has been invested.
By our baptism we share in that holy and royal
identity so that we might witness to his glory and
kingship before the world .

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Your words, Lord, are Spirit and Life; You
have the words of everlasting life"
John 6:63,68
HAPPY THANKSGIVING
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

We will be taking a break for the Thanksgiving
Holiday. Join us on Thursday, December 2nd
at 7:30-8:50pm in the St. Joseph room in the
rectory basement. The Gospel readings and
study will be conducted using the Little Rock
Scripture Study program. The study this

week is Lesson 8, Matthew 23-25.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information,
please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call
the rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to
leave your name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture
All Are Welcome!

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at
8:00AM each morning, Monday through
Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. At
8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by
parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed
Sacrament will be reposed before the
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to
perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic
adoration helps us discover the Real
Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in
silence or praying the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage
of this time with the Lord. We are living in
challenging times and we all need the
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us
the courage to live each day.

Welcome to Our Church
1st Time:
Stephen Monti
St. Francis of Assisi
Astoria, NY
And
Michelle Tropeano
St. Francis of Assisi
Astoria, NY

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Classes on Thursday Afternoons at 12:00 Noon in
the Rectory basement, St. Josephs room,
continue.
These classes will continue into December, ending
Christmas week. This course unveils the mystery
of Our Lady that is woven into the fabric of Sacred
Scripture to convey the beauty of the doctrine and
devotions surrounding Mary in a visually stunning
way, bringing them to life in a powerful, new way.
For more information you can call the Religious
Education office at
718-278-0259.

We had our general parish meeting for the Synod this
past Monday. It went well. I am grateful for our facilitators and all those who participated in the discussion.
Also, I thank those who sent in or e-mailed your written
responses. The questions are in the bulletin this weekend
to give others an opportunity to respond in writing.
Please take the time to respond because
we want to hear from as many as possible.
The next step is putting a report together with the responses we have received by November 28th. Following
that there will be meeting with two parishioners and the
pastor from each parish in the Deanery to continue the
discussion. The summary of that meeting along with our
parish meeting will then be given to Bishop Brennan.
Please continue to pray for the Synod. The Synod prayer
and a reflection are in the bulletin.
Thank you.

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus,
gathers in worship and witnesses the
Gospel message. The parish values and
welcomes each person’s gift of time, talent
and treasure. As a faith-filled
community, we are committed to minister
to the spiritual, educational and material
needs of all people.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

Prayer for the Synod
We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong
path
nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together to eternal
life
and not stray from the way of truth
and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time,
in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever.
Amen.

Questions for the Synod
1. The Journeying Companions
-Who do we envision the “Church” is and how do we share our faith in and out of our community?
2. Listening
-Do we feel heard by the Church and do we as a faith community need to listen better?
3. Speaking Out
-Do all feel free to communicate their feelings with those most involved in the Church? Why do Catholics
feel uncomfortable about speaking about their faith outside of their Church?
4. Celebrating
-How can the Church and its people be more inviting to those not celebrating the Mass and Holy Eucharist
with us?
5. Co-Responsible in the Mission
-Do we as a Church people foster communion and unity within our church amongst different cultural and economic backgrounds and within our larger communities with different denominations? Do we support the
Church and surrounding community?
6. Dialogue in Church and Society
-How does the Church and its people fit in with the whole of the greater society in which we live, culturally,
politically, civilly, and economically?
7. With the Other Christian Denominations
-How do we find in other Christian denominations a common purpose and vision that can bring our faith
communities together?
8. Authority and Participation
-Who do we see as the person in charge of the parish church? The diocese? What is our role in keeping the
parish and diocese vibrant and full?
9. Discerning and Deciding
-How do we see ourselves as part of the decision making process on a parish level? On the Diocesan level?
10. Forming Ourselves in Synodality
-Does the Church offer us enough to help us grow in our baptismal call? Does the Church remind us to grow
in our faith continually?

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Sunday Collections 11/13-11/14
2nd Collection—Fuel

$3,888.00
$1,020.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

THANK YOU to all who have donated to
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate
your generosity. As of this time we have
$38,533.00 pledged and $33,602.32 paid
towards our goal of $41,679.00.
If you have not donated to the appeal as of
this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a
donation to help us achieve our goal.
Envelopes are available in Church or you
may stop at the rectory.
Our parish receives a grant from the appeal
for our Religious Education Program and a
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help
us reach our goal since we do benefit from
the appeal.

In observance of the
Thanksgiving Holiday
the Rectory office will be
Closed on Thanksgiving day,
November 25th and Friday,
November 26th.
The rectory will be open on
Saturday, November 27th
from 9:00am to 2:00pm.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

November 21-November 27

November 28-December 4

Sunday, November 21

Sunday, November 28

Monday, November 22

Monday, November 29

9:30am—Pre-Communion Banner Mass
10:40-12noon—CCD
10:40am—Confirmation Class-SCH

NO Children’s Liturgy
NO—CCD
1:30pm—Baptism

12:00 Golden Age Mass
1:00-3:00pm Golden Age Meeting-MCH
3:00-3:45pm Childrens’ Choir—Church

12:00-3:30pm Golden Age Meeting-MCH
3:00-3:45pm Childrens’ Choir—Church
3:00-3:45pm Pageant Practice-Church

Tuesday, November 23

Tuesday, November 30

Wednesday, November 24

Wednesday, December 1

6:30pm AA Meeting

7:30pm Mass

Thursday, November 25

Thanksgiving—School & Rectory Office Closed
9:00am Mass

6:30pm AA Meeting

Thursday, December 2

10:00-1130am Legion of Mary—SFR
6:00 I.A.C.A.—SFR
7:30pm Scripture Study—SJoR

Friday, November 26

Friday, December 3

Saturday, November 27

Saturday, December 4

School & Rectory Office Closed

We Cordially Invite All of Our Parishioners to
Celebrate Thanksgiving on
Wednesday Evening,
November 24th at 7:30P.M.
OR
Thursday, November 25th at the
9:00A.M. Mass
Please Note: At each Mass we will be collecting non-perishable goods to
give to Marguerite’s Pantry. Baskets will be in front of the sanctuary for you
to place your goods. The collection taken up at each Mass will go to the St.
Vincent DePaul Society to assist the poor and needy.

Thank you for your generosity.

From the Priests, Deacons and
Staff of St. Francis of Assisi

If anyone would like to
memorialize the Advent Wreath
Candles please stop by
the Rectory.
The donation is
$75.00 per candle.

The season of Advent will begin on
the weekend of November 27/28th.
It is a 4-week period of waiting
and preparing for the feast of
Christmas. During the Season of
Advent, on of the beautiful signs
we have in our church is the
Advent Wreath. The wreath,
which has 4 candles, is placed in
the church and each week a
candle is lit to remind us of our
waiting and preparing for
the birth of Christ.
This year, you are invited to be
part of the candle lighting
ceremony. You can sign up as a
family or individually. The candle
lighter(s) would sit toward the
front of the church and at the
beginning of each mass, the priest
will call you up to light the
candle(s) for that week of Advent.
There will be a sign in the
vestibule of the church this
weekend. Any families,
individuals or groups are
invited to sign up at any of the
masses to light the advent wreath.
Please sign up for one of the
weekend Masses to participate in
the Advent Wreath Lighting
Ceremony.
Join us as we renew our desire,
anticipation and hope for Christ’s
coming again.

You can take part in decorating St. Francis of Assisi Church
by memorializing a Christmas wreath during the
Christmas season.
Wreaths will adorn the walls inside of the church and fences
outside that surround the Church.
Small messages of dedication will be attached to each wreath.
ie: In Loving Memory of Jane Doe
Donations required to memorialize a wreath:
Outdoor Christmas Wreath:

$65

Indoor Christmas Wreaths:

$80

Payments should be submitted to the rectory by December 10, 2021

Advent Giving Trees
The Advent Giving Trees will be setup in the front
and back of church and decorated with colored Tags
the Saturday after Thanksgiving.
Each color Tag identifies the charity that will receive
the gifts.
Please tape the Tag to the unwrapped gift purchased
and place it under the Giving Tree
before or after any one of the Masses.

ALL GIFTS SHOULD BE RETURNED BY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19TH.

We thank you for always being so generous and helping.

