Third Sunday of Advent

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

Today’s Readings
Third Sunday of Advent

December 12 –Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Name
Anthony Cambareri
The Szetela Family
Mario Iele
Ausilia Iele
Emilia Trentini
Rino Del Carro
Santina Bartolotta
Guiseppe Carlino

Zephaniah 3:14-18a
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:10-18

Readings for the Week

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

December 13 – St. Lucy
Saint Lucy

MONDAY:

Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a
Matthew 21:23-27

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

December 14 - St. John of the Cross
Giuseppina Argento

TUESDAY:

Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13
Matthew 21:28-32

WEDNESDAY, December 15 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Peter Thomas Lutz Sr.

WEDNESDAY:

THURSDAY, December -16 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
The Papa Family

Isaiah 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25
Luke 7:18b-23

THURSDAY:

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

Isaiah 54:1-10
Luke 7:24-30

FRIDAY:

Genesis 49:2, 8-10
Matthew 1:1-17

SATURDAY:

Jeremiah 23:5-8
Matthew 1:18-25

December 17 - Weekday
John Xerri

SATURDAY, December 18—Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Nicholas Barthelemieu Francis
Barbara Bertolini
Theresa Kavanagh
Anthony Fico
Mary Ethel McCann
Juan Diego Calle
5:00 P.M.

Rose Sweeney

SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

December 19-Fourth Sunday of Advent
Edward Babor
Kathleen Donegan
For the People of St. Francis
Mario Iele
Ausilia Iele
Esther Perez
Rino Del Carro

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:1-4a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

My Dear Parishioners,
Today’s Gospel begins with a lot of people listening to John the Baptist. There are Roman
soldiers, who were part of an occupying army known for its strong armed tactics. There are
tax collectors, who have grown wealthy by over-charging the people. Greed, immorality, and
bitterness-all sorts of sins-haunt those gathered there. But just as the sick seek out a doctor, so
it is that those who are sick with sin have come to hear the preacher. And one by one, the
people step into the Jordan to be baptized as a sign of their repentance for their sins.
So powerful were the words of John the Baptist that it is not surprising that many wondered if
he might be the promised Christ. It was the calling and privilege of John the Baptist, however,
to prepare the way of the Lord. In preparing the way, what did John preach? John sought to
turn the people from any sort of idol that they would trust more than God. He preached about
repentance, love and forgiveness, and proclaimed that, One mightier than he was coming. This
person would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. And this Baptism would bring salvation.
So we see how the message of repentance was spelled out by John the Baptist for the people
of his time. How might we spell it out today? Giving in to sin means rejecting Jesus, as if to
say, I do not need a Savior. My sinful ways will fill my needs. Imagine a drowning man
holding tight to lead weights, believing that they could save him. Sinful behavior can be
attractive, but when we cling to it we cannot cling to our Savior. To hold onto sin is to say, I
do not want Jesus to save me.
Repentance can help turn us away from those things that might come between our Savior and
us. It allows us to let go of our lead weights. It prepares us for the Savior, who forgives all our
sins, heals us of all our shortcomings and gives us eternal life. It moves the sinner to say, I
cannot save myself; I reject the idols I have trusted.
So John preached repentance to each individual. He pointed out their sin, those things that
they have clung to and now need to reject. He preached charity and fairness, too, and the good
news that the Mighty One would come soon. Having prepared the way of the Lord, John
would soon point out Jesus Christ in the crowd and declare: Behold, the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world. Let us take time today to reflect on the humility and holiness
of John the Baptist. Let us see how we can learn from him as we, too, are called to help
prepare the way for Jesus in our thoughts, words and actions of kindness and love.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

There are two candles remaining
on the Advent wreath. If anyone
would like to memorialize them,
please stop by the Rectory.
A candle is burning in memory of:
The Sweeney & Borgia Families
Rino Del Carro
The donation is
$75.00 per candle.

Joy

The season of Advent has begun.
It is a 4-week period of waiting
and preparing for the feast of
Christmas. During the Season of
Advent, one of the beautiful signs
we have in our church is the
Advent Wreath the wreath, which
has 4 candles, is placed in the
church and each week a candle is
lit to remind us of our waiting and
preparing for the birth of Christ.
Join us as we renew our desire,
anticipation and hope for Christ’s
coming again.

Reconciliation Monday
Prepare your heart for Christmas!
St. Francis of Assisi is offering confession
on Monday, December 20th from:
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM
and
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
in preparation for Christmas.

Monday, December 13, 2021
The Feast of
Saint Lucy
Lucy's history has been lost and all we really
know for certain is that this brave woman who
lived in Syracuse lost her life during the
persecution of Christians in the early fourth
century. Her veneration spread to Rome so that
by the sixth century the whole Church recognized
her courage in defense of the faith. Because
people wanted to shed light on Lucy's bravery,
legends began to crop up. The one that has passed
the test of time tells the story of a young
Christian woman who vowed to live her life in
service of Christ. Her mother tried to arrange a
marriage for her with a pagan and Lucy knew her
mother could not be swayed by a young girl's
vow, so she devised a plan to convince her mother that Christ was the better partner for life. After
several prayers at the tomb of Saint Agatha, Lucy
saw the saint in a dream. St. Agatha told Lucy her
mother's illness would be cured through faith,
which Lucy used to persuade her mother to give
the dowry money to the poor and allow her to
commit her life to God. While Lucy and her
mother were grateful to God, the rejected bridegroom was deeply angered and betrayed Lucy's
faith to the governor Paschasius. The governor
attempted to force her into defilement at a
brothel, but the guards who came to take her
away were unable to move her, even after
hitching her to a team of oxen. The guards
heaped bundles of wood around her, but it would
not burn. They finally resorted to their swords
and Lucy met her death. Saint Lucy is the patron
saint of the blind. She is often depicted holding a
gold plate holding her eyes and is often seen with
a palm branch which is a symbol of victory over
evil.

Tuesday, December 14, 2021
The Feast of
Saint John of the Cross
John is a saint because his life was a heroic effort to
live up to his name: “of the Cross.” The folly of the
cross came to full realization in time. “Whoever
wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up
his cross, and follow me” (Mark 8:34b) is the story
of John’s life. The Paschal Mystery—through death
to life—strongly marks John as reformer, mysticpoet, and theologian-priest.
Ordained a Carmelite priest in 1567 at age 25, John
met Teresa of Avila and like her, vowed himself to
the primitive Rule of the Carmelites. As partner with
Teresa and in his own right, John engaged in the
work of reform, and came to experience the price of
reform: increasing opposition, misunderstanding,
persecution, imprisonment. He came to know the
cross acutely—to experience the dying of Jesus—as
he sat month after month in his dark, damp, narrow
cell with only his God. Yet, the paradox! In this dying of imprisonment John came to life, uttering poetry. In the darkness of the dungeon, John’s spirit came
into the Light. There are many mystics, many poets;
John is unique as mystic-poet, expressing in his prison-cross the ecstasy of mystical union with God in
the Spiritual Canticle.
But as agony leads to ecstasy, so John had his Ascent
to Mt. Carmel, as he named it in his prose masterpiece. As man-Christian-Carmelite, he experienced
in himself this purifying ascent; as spiritual director,
he sensed it in others; as psychologist-theologian, he
described and analyzed it in his prose writings. His
prose works are outstanding in underscoring the cost
of discipleship, the path of union with God: rigorous
discipline, abandonment, purification. Uniquely and
strongly John underlines the gospel paradox: The
cross leads to resurrection, agony to ecstasy, darkness to light, abandonment to possession, denial to
self to union with God. If you want to save your life,
you must lose it. John is truly “of the Cross.” He died
at 49—a life short, but full.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, George Behringer,
Augustin Cisneros, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,
Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss,
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

Please be mindful that there are people
who come to church early in order to
pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

The Second Sunday
Of Advent
December 12, 2021

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social
distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound
person should be equally comfortable in having the
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit
their home. If Extraordinary Ministers are willing,
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know.
Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your
name, address, and phone number. A minister will
be in contact with you to make the necessary
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister
on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when
you call the rectory.

“All were questioning
in their hearts”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org
FOCUS:
Rejoice in the Lord always!

As we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent,
our Liturgy of the Word emphasizes our call
to rejoice. We rejoice because the Messiah is
coming. We rejoice because God has
fulfilled His promises. We rejoice because
there is no more need for fear or anxiety.
In Christ, we are fulfilled
Rejoice!
One mightier is coming!

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Your words, Lord, are Spirit and Life; You have
the words of everlasting life"
John 6:63,68
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

Join us on Thursday, December 16th at 7:308:50pm in the St. Joseph room in the rectory
basement. We are coming to the end of the
study of the Gospel of Matthew.
An announcement will be made in the Bulletin
for the next topic of study to begin
January 13, 2022.
Come and see … meet the members of our group as
we share the joys of the Gospel. The Gospel
readings and study will be conducted using the
Little Rock Scripture program.
Study booklets will be provided.
If you are interested in joining the study group or
would like further information, please contact us
through our email
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory
at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture
All Are Welcome!

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at
8:00AM each morning, Monday through
Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. At
8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by
parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed
Sacrament will be reposed before the
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to
perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic
adoration helps us discover the Real
Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in
silence or praying the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage
of this time with the Lord. We are living in
challenging times and we all need the
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us
the courage to live each day.

The 2022 Mass Intention Book is Now Open
Cannon Law only permits one name per Mass. We can
accommodate you by listing the family name,
(i.e.The Jones Family).
NO Masses will be taken over the phone and no lists will
be accepted to be picked up later.
All Announced Masses are $15.00
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp and
Altar Candles) are $60.00
Altar Flowers are $75.00
Also, please wear a mask when entering the Rectory.
I thank you in advance for your
cooperation and understanding.

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING?
Then use your voice to praise the Lord!
Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir.
We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm
in the choir loft in church.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

KNIGHTS’
CORNER
Insurance Information Night

Please join us for Mass
On Saturday, December 18th
at 5:00pm.
After Mass we will proceed outside
for our Christmas Tree Lighting.
A wonderful way to begin the
Christmas season!
This year Jane DiDonato will be
lighting the tree. Jane joined our
parish twenty years ago. She became
a Lector, joined the Legion of Mary
and later she became a Eucharistic
Minister. Jane is a blessing to our
parish and we are grateful for her
service.
We look forward to
seeing the entire family for this
wonderful event!

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

The Knights of Columbus are hosting an
insurance information session on Tuesday,
December 14, at 8:00pm at St. Francis of
Assisi Parish in the Rectory basement meeting
room (entrance at the back of the building).
Insurance agent Vincent Marzella will discuss
life, disability and long-term care insurance,
annuities and other financial products offered
by the Knights of Columbus to members,
spouses and dependent children.
The KofC is a fraternal benefit society and one
of the top rated insurance companies in the
United States. When the order was founded in
1882, the death of a bread-winner often meant
destitution for a family. Today, the Knights
continue to provide financial security to
members and their families.
For more
information see:
http://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-d0/insurance/
index.html
Come and find out more. There is no obligation.
Catholic me age 18 and over, are eligible to join the
Knights of Columbus. go to KoC.org/JoinUS and
select Council 309 as your preferred council.

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
For each car, truck or van, running or not,
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per
vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a
family member, friend or neighbor has an old or
neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would
like to dispose of.
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at
(718) 491-2525.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
Sunday Collection 12/4-12/5

$4,748.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

Christmas Mass Remembrance
envelopes can be returned in any
collection. Please mark the envelope
with the name(s) of those you want
remembered , (living or deceased), in
the Christmas Novena of Mass.
The envelopes will be placed on the
altar for the Novena of Masses.

Christmas Flower
Envelopes

Next weekend, December 18th and 19th,
the second collection will be for
My Christmas Gift to My Church.

The Christmas Flower envelopes can be returned in
any collection. Please be sure to write the names
legibly. The list of names will be published in the
Bulletin.

Thank you.

Thank you for your generosity.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

THANK YOU to all who have donated to the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate your generosity.
As of this time we have $38,533.00 pledged and
$33,602.32 paid towards our goal of $41,679.00.
If you have not donated to the appeal as of this
time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a donation to
help us achieve our goal.
Envelopes are available in Church or you may stop at the rectory.
Our parish receives a grant from the appeal for our
Religious Education Program and a grant helps to
defray the cost of the hospital chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help us reach our goal since we
do benefit from the appeal.
Thank you for your support.

December 24, 2021
St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Christmas Eve Family Mass
at 4:00p.m.
All are invited to the Children’s
Christmas Pageant that takes place
during the Mass.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

December 12-December 18

December 19-December 26

Sunday, December 12
800am—Holy Name Mass
9:30am Children’s Liturgy-MCH
10:40-Noon CCD-School
10:40am Confirmation Class SCH

Monday, December 13

Sunday, December 19
9:30am Pre Communion Mass
10:40-Noon CCD-School
10:40am Confirmation Class SCH

Monday, December 20

12:00-3:30pm Golden Age Meeting-MCH
3:00-3:45pm Childrens’ Choir—Church
3:45-5:00pm Pageant Practice

12:00-3:30pm Golden Age Christmas Party-MCH
Reconciliation Monday—Confession:
3:00pm to 5:00pm
6:00pm to 8:00pm

Tuesday, December 14

6:30pm AA Meeting

6:30pm AA Meeting
8:00pm Knights of Columbus Meeting

Wednesday, December 15
Thursday, December16
10-11:30am Legion of Mary-SFR
6:00pm I.A.C. A.-SFR-Christmas Party
7:30pm-Scripture Study-SJoR

Friday, December 17
Saturday, December 18

Lighting of the Parish Christmas tree after the
5:00pm Mass

Tuesday, December 21

Wednesday, December 22
Thursday, December 23

SCHOOL CLOSED—Rectory closed at 5:00pm

Friday, December 24

SCHOOL & RECTORY OFFICE CLOSED
4:00pm Family Mass
6:00pm Mass

Saturday, December 25

Wishing All a Blessed Christmas

8:00am Mass
9:30am Mass
11:00am Mass
12:30pm Mass
NO Evening Mass

Friday, December 24th
Christmas Eve
4:00pm ~ Family Mass
6:00pm ~ Christmas Mass

Saturday, December 25th
Christmas Day
8:00am
9:30am, 11:00am &
12:30pm (Italian Mass)
NO EVENING MASS

Friday, December 31st
New Years Eve
5:00pm

Saturday, January 1st
New Years Day
9:00am and 11:00am
NO EVENING MASS

RECTORY SCHEDULE
Thursday, December 23, Closed at 5:00pm
(NO EVENING HOURS)

Friday, December 24 (Christmas Eve), Closed
Saturday, December 25 (Christmas Day), Closed
Sunday, December 26, Closed
The week of December 27—December 31, the Rectory
will close at 5:00pm. There will be no evening hours
this week.
Friday, December 31 (New Years Eve), Closed
Saturday, January 1 (New Years Day), Closed
Sunday, January 2, Closed
The Rectory office will resume the regular hours on
Monday, January 3, 2022 at 9:00am.

Advent Giving Trees
The Advent Giving Trees are setup in the front
and back of church and decorated with colored Tags.
Each color Tag identifies the charity that will receive
the gifts.
Please tape the Tag to the unwrapped gift purchased
and place it under the Giving Tree
before or after any one of the Masses.
ALL GIFTS SHOULD BE RETURNED BY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19TH.

We thank you for always being so generous and helping.

You can take part in decorating St. Francis of Assisi Church
by memorializing a Christmas wreath during the
Christmas season.
Wreaths will adorn the walls inside of the church and fences
outside that surround the Church.
Small messages of dedication will be attached to each wreath.
ie: In Loving Memory of Jane Doe
Donations required to memorialize a wreath:
Outdoor Christmas Wreath:

$65

Indoor Christmas Wreaths:

$80

Payments should be submitted to the rectory by December 10, 2021

