
SUNDAY,       December 26 –The Holy Family 
                                         of Jesus, Mary and Joseph                                                                    
8:00 A.M.       Christmas Novena 
9:30 A.M.       Anna Cambareri 
11:00 A.M.     Claudio Perinuzzi  
12:30 P.M.     Mario Iele 
     Concetta Saraceni 
                      Thomas Cicilini 
                      The Cicilini Family 
                      Rino Del Carro 
                                                                                                               
MONDAY,     December 27 – Saint John, Apostle 
9:00 A.M.       Christmas Novena                            
 
TUESDAY,     December 28 - The Holy Innocents                                                   
9:00 A.M.        Christmas Novena 
 
WEDNESDAY, December 29 - Weekday                                                   
9:00 A.M.         Christmas Novena 
 
 

THURSDAY,    December –30 - Weekday                                                                                                       
9:00 A.M.         Christmas Novena 
 
FRIDAY,           December 31 - Weekday                                                  
9:00 A.M.         Christmas Novena 
5:00 P.M.         For the People of St. Francis 
 
  
 

SATURDAY,    January 1 -The Solemnity of Mary                                                                                               
8:00 A.M.         Christmas Novena 
                         Purgatorial Society 
                         John O’Brien 
                         Raquel Fruchter 
                         The Souls in Purgatory  
11:00 A.M.       Filomena Elio Cinquemoni 
NO EVENING MASS 
 
SUNDAY,         January 2-The Epiphany of the Lord                                                                                                                                                                                                   
8:00 A.M.          For the People of St. Francis 

9:30 A.M.          Genevieve Alvarez 
11:00 A.M.        Mark Martin O’Neill 
12:30 P.M.        Mario Iele 
                         Concetta Saraceni          
                         Giustina Galante 
                         Ida Zoppo 
                         Rino Del Carro 

Mass Intention 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

The Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

   
       Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 
                    1 Colossians 3:12-21 
       Luke 2:41-52 
 
                 
  

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  1 John 1:1-4 
   John 20:1a, 2-8 
                                    
TUESDAY:  1 John 1:5-2:2 
                                    Matthew 2:13-18  
 
WEDNESDAY:           1 John 2:3-11  
   Luke 2:22-35 
    
THURSDAY:  1 John 2:12-17 
   Luke 2:36-40 
 
FRIDAY:  1 John 2:18-21                                              
   John 1:1-18 
 
SATURDAY:   Numbers 6:22-27 
                                   Galatians 4:4-7 
   Luke 2:16-21  

 
 
 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord  
   
       Isaiah 60:1-6 
                    Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
       Matthew 2:1-12 



 
 

My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family, Mary, Joseph and Jesus. The family is the 
best place to learn the virtues that St. Paul outlines in his letter to the Colossians- mercy,   
kindness, bearing with one another, patience and forgiveness. For most of us, our families 
teach us about encouraging one another and supporting one another when faced with the   
challenges of life.  It is in our families that we can experience joy, celebration and love. When 
we have had loving parents, it is an easy step to believe in a loving God, our heavenly Father. 
 
The family is the basic unit of our parish, and each member is important to the parish. We 
need each other. Everyone is a member of our family. Our faith community is our family. 
When we greet one another at Mass; when we spend our parish resources to answer the     
concerns of every member, reach out to our young, provide programs to bring each other     
together, to assist married couples; when our parish gatherings are inclusive of all people,    
we are being family. 
 
As Catholics, we can look to the Holy Family, Mary, Joseph and Jesus, as a model for our 
families to emulate. Whatever our age, whatever our role in the family, the Holy Family 
speaks to all of us of unity, loyalty and humility before God. Mary, Joseph and Jesus cared for 
each other and trusted utterly in God. They were open to His grace at work in their lives and 
supported one another in times of trial and suffering. In our world today, as the family is      
under attack from many sides, this is just the example that can keep us focused on the          
ultimate goal for our families. That goal is to help each other grow in holiness and grace      
before our Almighty Father. 
 
So today, let us thank God for the beautiful example of the Holy Family, and for our family 
where we grow in faith, give hope to each other as we journey in this life, and love each other. 
 
 

All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 

The Feast of the Holy Family 

The Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with 
wisdom and the grace of God was upon Him. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Luke 2:40 



Monday, December 27, 2021  
The Feast of  

Saint John the Apostle & Evangelist 

Tuesday, December 28, 2021  
The Feast of  

The Holy Innocents 

Herod “the Great,” king of Judea, was unpopular 
with his people because of his connections with the 
Romans and his religious indifference. Hence he 
was insecure and fearful of any threat to his throne. 
He was a master politician and a tyrant capable of 
extreme brutality. He killed his wife, his brother, and 
his sister’s two husbands, to name only a few. 

Matthew 2:1-18 tells this story: Herod was “greatly 
troubled” when astrologers from the east came     
asking the whereabouts of “the newborn king of the 
Jews,” whose star they had seen. They were told that 
the Jewish Scriptures named Bethlehem as the place 
where the Messiah would be born. Herod cunningly 
told them to report back to him so that he could also 
“do him homage.” They found Jesus, offered him 
their gifts, and warned by an angel, avoided Herod 
on their way home. Jesus escaped to Egypt. 

Herod became furious and “ordered the massacre of 
all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years 
old and under.” The horror of the massacre and the 
devastation of the mothers and fathers led Matthew 
to quote Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for 
her children…” (Matthew 2:18). Rachel was the 
wife of Jacob (Israel). She is pictured as weeping at 
the place where the Israelites were herded together 
by the conquering Assyrians for their march into 
captivity. 

The Holy Innocents are few in comparison to the 
genocide and abortion of our day. But even if there 
had been only one, we recognize the greatest      
treasure God put on the earth—a human person,   
destined for eternity, and graced by Jesus’ death and          
resurrection.  

The vocation of John and his brother James is stated 
very simply in the Gospels, along with that of Peter 
and his brother Andrew: Jesus called them; they   
followed. For the three former fishermen—Peter, 
James and John—that faith was to be rewarded by a 
special friendship with Jesus. They alone were   
privileged to be present at the Transfiguration, the 
raising of the daughter of Jairus and the agony in 
Gethsemane. But John’s friendship was even more 
special.John’s own Gospel refers to him as “the dis-
ciple whom Jesus loved” (see John 13:23; 19:26; 
20:2), the one who reclined next to Jesus at the Last 
Supper, and the one to whom Jesus gave the exquis-
ite honor of caring for his mother, as John stood   
beneath the cross. “Woman, behold your son….   
Behold, your mother” (John 19:26b, 27b). 

John was with Peter when the first great miracle  
after the Resurrection took place—the cure of the 
man crippled from birth—which led to their    
spending the night in jail together. The mysterious 
experience of the Resurrection is perhaps best     
contained in the words of Acts: “Observing the   
boldness of Peter and John and perceiving them to 
be uneducated, ordinary men, they [the questioners] 
were amazed, and they recognized them as the com-
panions of Jesus” (Acts 4:13). 

The Apostle John is traditionally considered the   
author also of three New Testament letters and the 
Book of Revelation. His Gospel is a very personal 
account. He sees the glorious and divine Jesus      
already in the incidents of his mortal life. At the Last 
Supper, John’s Jesus speaks as if he were already in 
heaven. John’s is the Gospel of Jesus’ glory. 

 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,          
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams,  George Behringer,  

Augustin Cisneros,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, 
Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,        
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,           
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,             

Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, 
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,                               

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,        
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                

John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             

Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  

Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez. 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

The Feast pf   
The Holy Family   

December 26, 2021 
 

      “He gave power to become                                    
             Children of God”                  

                  

                  Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454 or                                                
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS:  
 

Did you know that I must be in my Father’s 
house? 

 
Jesus is the Son of God, sent out of love to do the 
Father’s will.  Out of love, he obeys.  Through the 
life and sacrifice of Jesus, we become children of 

God and heirs to the Kingdom, which in turn        
requires us –in love-to keep his commandments and 
do what pleases him.  As Christ was meant to be in 

his father’s house, so, too, are we meant to join him; 
in worship here in this life and for eternity in the 
next.  We do this through love of God and one    
another, with the help of the Spirit he gave us.      

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners  
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social 

distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary 
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound 
person should be equally comfortable in having the 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit 

their home.  If Extraordinary Ministers are willing, 
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know. 

Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy 
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. A minister will 

be in contact with you to make the necessary      
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister 

on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy  
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when 

you call the rectory. 
 

 

Please be mindful that there are people 
who come to church early in order to 

pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  



Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed before the   
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to           

perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  

ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 
adoration helps us discover the Real   

Presence of Christ. 
 

What a wonderful way to begin our day 

praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 
silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 

 

Please make every effort to take advantage 
of this time with the Lord. We are living in 

challenging times and we all need the 
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 

the courage to live each day. 

 

 

  SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

"Your words, Lord, are Spirit and Life; You have 
the words of everlasting life" 

John 6:63,68 
 
 

WISHING ALL OUR PARISH FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS A HAPPY & HEALTHY NEW 

YEAR 
 
 

Join us on Thursday, January 13 at 7:30 - 
8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the rectory. 
An announcement will be made in the bulletin 

for the next topic of study.  
   
 

Come and see … meet the members of our group as 
we share the joys of the Gospel.  The Gospel    

readings and study will be conducted using the    
Little Rock Scripture program.                         

Study booklets will be provided. 
 

If you are interested in joining the study group 
or would like further information, please con-

tact us through our email 
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 

at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 

 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture 
All Are Welcome!  

 

The 2022 Mass Intention Book is Now Open 
 

Cannon Law only permits one name per Mass.  We can 
accommodate you by listing the family name,      
(i.e.The Jones Family).  
 

NO Masses will be taken over the phone and no lists will 
be accepted to be picked up later. 
 

All Announced Masses are $15.00 
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00 

Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp and 
Altar Candles) are $60.00 
Altar Flowers are $75.00 

 

Also, please wear a mask when entering the Rectory.      
I thank you in advance for your                                      
cooperation and understanding. 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

Sunday Collection 12/18-12/19               $4,671.00 
My Christmas Gift to My Church                       .00 
         
  

School parents must use church envelopes. 

The Annual Catholic Appeal finishes the 
end of this month. I want to thank each of 

you who have donated to the appeal or have 
prayed for its success. As of December 14th 

we have pledged $39,183.00 and paid 
$35,243.00 towards our goal of $41,679.00. 
We are shy $2,496.00 towards reaching our 

goal. If you have not contributed to the    
appeal and are able at this time, your        
donation will be greatly appreciated.    

Thank you for your support. 
 

Msgr. Maresca 

 

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn  
 

For each car, truck or van, running or not,  
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per 

vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a  
family member, friend or neighbor has an old or  

neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would 
like to dispose of.   

 
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at  

(718) 491-2525. 

 

Christmas Flower 
Envelopes 

 
The Christmas Flower envelopes can be returned in 
any collection.  Please be sure to write the names 
legibly.  The list of names will be published in the 

Bulletin. 
 
 

Thank you. 

 
 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a   
Catholic community that is centered 

in Jesus, gathers in worship and    
witnesses the Gospel message.  The 
parish values and welcomes each  
person’s gift of time, talent and  

treasure.  As a faith-filled             
community, we are committed to  

minister to the spiritual, educational 
and material needs of all  people.      



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

December 26—January 1 
 

 

Sunday, December 26 

No Children’s Liturgy 
No CCD 
1:30PM Baptism 
 

Monday, December 27 
 

Tuesday, December 28 

 

Wednesday, December 29 

 

Thursday, December 30 

 

Friday, December 31 
9:00am Mass 
5:00pm Mass 
 

Saturday, January 1, 2022 
Wishing All a Happy & Halthy New Year 

9:00am Mass 
11:00am Mass 
NO Evening Mass 
 

 

 

January 2 - January 8 
 

 

Sunday, January 2 

No Children’s Liturgy 
No CCD 
 

Monday, January 3 
12:00-3:30pm-Golden Age Meeting-MCH 
 

Tuesday, January 4 
6:30—7:30pm AA Meeting-SFR 
7:30pm-Holy Name Executive Meeting-SJR 
8:00pm Knights of Columbus Meeting-SFR 
 

Wednesday, January 5 

 

Thursday, January 6 
10:00-11:30am-Legion of Mary-SFR 
6:00pm-I.A.C.A.-SFR 
 

Friday, January 7 
FIRST FRIDAY—9:00am School Mass 
 
 

Saturday, January 8 
6:00—7:30pm Youth Group Meeting—MCH 

  





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Solemnity of Mary 
 
This coming Saturday begins the New Year 2022. Also, on this day, we celebrate Mary as the 
Mother of God. This title derives from the fact that Mary was the mother of Jesus who was 
both fully human and fully divine. It also highlights the important role that Mary has played 
and continues to play, in God’s plan of salvation. 
 
As we begin this new year of 2022, it seems appropriate to make some spiritual resolutions to 
work on throughout 2022. One resolution that should top our list is to ensure we are setting 
aside at least ten minutes to spend in prayer each day. Spending time in prayer is non-
negotiable if we are serious about growing in our love for the Lord and allowing his peace to 
reign more fully in our hearts. And if we are already doing this, I invite you to add an addi-
tional five minutes of prayer as it will only change our life for the better. 
 
Another spiritual resolution is to strive to grow in our devotion for the Blessed Mother. She is 
a powerful intercessor, and the more we sincerely ask her to intercede on our behalf, the 
stronger our faith will become. Another way we honor our Blessed mother is by imitating her 
example. 
 
My dear parishioners, as we set these spiritual resolutions, let us grow in our faith which will, 
in turn, bring Christ’s love and peace to reign more fully in our hearts. Then, little by little, 
one heart at a time, Christ’s kingdom of love and peace will ultimately reign in the hearts of 
all people. 
 
I want to wish each of you and your families a Blessed New Year! May it be filled with 
Christ’s peace, joy, hope and love. 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 
 



January 1, 2022 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Friday, December 31
st 

New Years Eve 
 

5:00pm 
 

Saturday, January 1
st
 
 

The Solemnity of Mary 
 

9:00am and 11:00am  
 

NO EVENING MASS 
 
 

Rectory Schedule 
 

The week of December 27—December 31, the Rectory 
will close at 5:00pm.  There will be no evening hours 

this week. 
 

Friday, December 31 (New Years Eve),  Closed 
Saturday, January 1 (New Years Day),  Closed 

Sunday, January 2,  Closed 
 

The Rectory office will resume the regular hours on 
Monday, January 3, 2022 at 9:00am. 

 

  MASS SCHEDULE 

 




