
SUNDAY,       December 5 –Second Sunday of Advent                                                                    
8:00 A.M.       Joseph Spitieri 
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     Eileen Flynn  
12:30 P.M.     Mario Iele 
      Ausilia Iele 
                       Dora D’Angelo 
                       Maria Perinuzzi 
                       Carla LoPoiato 
                       Victoria Benedetto 
                       The Macchia Family 
                       The Benedetto Family 
                       Rino Del Carro 
                       Eleonora Manocchia 
                       Liberato Manocchio 
                       Antonio Iadovito 
                       Angela Iadovito 
                                               
MONDAY,     December 6 – Weekday 
9:00 A.M.        Deceased Members of Perrelli Family                                 
 
TUESDAY,     December 7 - Saint Ambrose                                                   
9:00 A.M.        George Stavrou 
 
WEDNESDAY, December 8 - The Immaculate            
                     Conception of The Blessed Virgin Mary                                                   
9:00 A.M.        Concetta Gandolfo 
11:00 A.M.      James Power 
7:30 P.M.        Delia Volpe 
 
 

THURSDAY,    December  9  - Weekday                                                                                                       
9:00 A.M.        Florence Drob 
 
FRIDAY,           December 10 - Weekday                                                  
9:00 A.M.        Antonina Kos 
  
 

SATURDAY,    December 11—Weekday                                                                                               
9:00 A.M.         Purgatorial Society 
                         Esperanza Eiaw 
                         Filippo Cannavo 
                         Rosaria Cannavo 
                         Angelina Cannavo 
                         Guiseppe Carlino 
                         John Philip Dugan Jr. 
                                                                                                                  
5:00 P.M.         For the People of St. Francis 
 
SUNDAY,         December 12 - Third Sunday of Advent                                                                                                                                                                                                   
8:00 A.M.         Holy Name 

9:30 A.M.         Anthony Cambareri 
11:00 A.M.       The Szetela family 
12:30 P.M.       Mario Iele 
                         Ausilia Iele          
                         Emilia Trentini 
                         Santina Bartolotta 
                         Guiseppe Carlino 
                         Rino Del Carro 

Mass Intention 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
   
       Baruch 5:1-9 
                    Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 
       Luke 3:1-6 
 
                 
  

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  Isaiah 35:1-10 
   Luke 5:17-26 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Isaiah 40:1-11 
                                    Matthew 18:12-14  
 
WEDNESDAY:          Genesis 3-9-15, 20 
                                   Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12 
   Luke 1:26-36 
    
THURSDAY:  Isaiah 41:13-50 
   Matthew 11:11-15 
 
FRIDAY:  Isaiah 48:17-19                                              
   Matthew 11:16-19 
 
SATURDAY:   Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11 
   Matthew 17:9a, 10-13  

 
 
 
 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
   
       Zephaniah 3:14-18a 
                    Philippians 4:4-7 
       Luke 3:10-18 



 
 

My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Many of us may be living lives that are full but not fulfilling. We may be overwhelmed with 
responsibilities and worries, consumed by busyness, clutter, or the complex demands society 
places upon us. What we really desire for is peace, hope, courage and simplicity.  
 
We are in the Holy Season of Advent that unfortunately has been overrun by consumerism. 
There are many adult children struggling over what to buy for parents, who at this point in 
their lives, have just about every imaginable object, gadget, trinket, or collectible. There are 
others who will be buying gifts for those whose toy boxes, closets, and garages are already 
stuffed full. 
 
Indeed, many people feel trapped by possessions, time, and work. The more possessions they 
have, the less time they have for themselves and others because of the pressure to get more 
possessions. This might be a good time to take a few moments of silence, of reflection, and 
ask ourselves if this is really what we want to keep on doing? There are, no doubt, many who 
feel that there is a better way to observe this Advent season of waiting and preparing. 
 
Today many people are seeking a spirituality that will free them from the need to have more. 
It is a spirituality that returns the most precious gift of all: the gift of time! It is a spirituality 
that gives them a sense of freedom, to free oneself of the desire for more stuff, to have time 
for others; to have time for service in the community; to have time for family; to have time to 
nourish one’s own spiritual life. Basically, many of us desire to have time for all those things 
that are the marks of a free person. 
 
These can be encouraging thoughts as we move through the Advent season to the celebration 
of Christmas. We hear from the Scripture the accounts of people like John the Baptist, Mary, 
Elizabeth, Zechariah, and Joseph; people whose lives were incredibly simple but seemingly 
fulfilled. Can we hear the message these people of faith are saying to us across two thousand 
years of history? It is in Christ that we are fulfilled. 
 
Let us turn now to the Lord’s altar and realize that it is set with the simplest of gifts; bread to 
be broken, wine to be shared. We profess to see in them the richest of all gifts, communion 
with the Lord, communion with each other, a sacrament of unity and peace. From this altar 
may we learn the wisdom of this season: that life is fulfilled when it is filled with the gift of 
God’s love for us. 
 

All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



The Celebration of Masses on Wednesday, December 8, 2021                        
in Honor of the  

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary are: 
 

9:00A.M., 11:00A.M. and 7:30P.M. 



 
The season of Advent has begun.     
It is a 4-week period of waiting 
and  preparing for the feast of 

Christmas.  During the Season of 
Advent, on of the beautiful signs 

we have in our church is the      
Advent Wreath  the wreath, which 

has 4 candles, is placed in the 
church and each week a candle is 
lit to remind us of our waiting and 
preparing for the birth of Christ. 

 
This year, you are invited to be 

part of the candle lighting          
ceremony.  You can sign up as a 

family or individually.  The candle 
lighter(s) would sit toward the 
front of the church and at the    

beginning of each mass, the priest 
will call you up to light the       

candle(s) for that week of Advent. 
 

There is a sign in the back of the 
church.  Any families, individuals 
or groups are invited to sign up at 

any of the masses to light the     
advent wreath.   

Please sign up for one of the      
weekend Masses to participate in 

the Advent Wreath Lighting       
Ceremony. 

 
Join us as we renew our desire, 

anticipation and hope for Christ’s    
coming again. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If anyone would like to  
memorialize the Advent  
Candles please stop by  

the Rectory. 
 

A candle is burning in memory of: 
 

The Sweeney & Borgia Families 
 

 
The donation is  

$75.00 per candle. 



 

We welcome those who were Baptized during the  
month of  November 2021. 

 
 
 

Henri Franco Lauri 
Jake Paul Frusciante 

Nikolai Joseph Petrescu 
 

  Purgatorials 

The following names have been enrolled in our Purgatorial  
Society for the month of  November 2021.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for their families. 
 
 

Johanna Maria Foster 
Marie Loughlin 

Thomas Quellhorst 
John Enright 

Joseph Kessler 
 
 

  Recently Deceased 
  

The following have passed away during the month of November 2021.   
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish. 

 

 

Rino Del Carro 
Nunziata Greco 

Marko Muskardin 
Jeanne Cocoros 
William J. Banta 
Lillian Ghirardi 

Antonino Gagliardo 
John Finerty 

 

 

  

 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic community that is centered in Jesus,  gathers in 
worship and witnesses the Gospel message.  The parish values and welcomes each        

person’s gift of time, talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled community, we are committed 
to minister to the spiritual, educational and material needs of all  people.      

Baptisms  

  



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,          
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams,  George Behringer,  

Augustin Cisneros,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, 
Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,        
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,           
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,             

Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, 
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,                               

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,        
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                

John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             

Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  

Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez. 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

The Second Sunday   
Of Advent   

December 5, 2021 
 

      “My kingdom does not                                   
        belong to this world”                  

                  

                  Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454 or                                                
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS:  
 

Make straight a path unto the Lord! 
 

Today we hear the John the Baptist proclaims a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  
While repentance is a sobering act of admission of 
guilt, being forgiven of sine is a hope-filled relief 

that lifts the soul.  Let us seek to prepare a   
straight path unto the Lord by pondering the    

lofty mountains we may have in our lives that 
need to me made low; and the age-old depths and 

gorges in our own character or soul that must     
be filled to level ground.  

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners  
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social 

distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary 
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound 
person should be equally comfortable in having the 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit 

their home.  If Extraordinary Ministers are willing, 
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know. 

Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy 
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. A minister will 

be in contact with you to make the necessary      
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister 

on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy  
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when 

you call the rectory. 
 

 

Please be mindful that there are people 
who come to church early in order to 

pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  



 

Prayer for the Synod 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong 
path 

nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity 
so that we may journey together to eternal 

life 
and not stray from the way of truth 

and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time, 

in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. 

Amen. 

The 2022 Mass Intention Book is Now Open 
 

Cannon Law only permits one name per Mass.  We can 
accommodate you by listing the family name,      
(i.e.The Jones Family).  
 

NO Masses will be taken over the phone and no lists will 
be accepted to be picked up later. 
 

All Announced Masses are $15.00 
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00 

Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp and 
Altar Candles) are $60.00 
Altar Flowers are $75.00 

 

Also, please wear a mask when entering the Rectory.      
I thank you in advance for your                                      
cooperation and understanding. 

 

 
 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 

Memorials for the Week of   
December 5, 2021 

 

 

 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
 

In Loving Memory of 
Joseph Spiteri          
Requested by: 

The Spiteri Family 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? 
 

Then use your voice to praise the Lord! 
Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir. 

We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm 
in the choir loft in church. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 



 
 
 

 
 

 

On Sunday, December 12
th
, the 8:00am Mass     

is the Holy Name Mass. The mission of  the 
Holy Name Society is to promote devotion 
and reverence for the Holy Name of God 

and Jesus. What better way than to        
participate in the Holy Name Monthly Mass. 

All are invited to join in this celebration. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed before the   
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to           

perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  

ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 
adoration helps us discover the Real   

Presence of Christ. 
 

What a wonderful way to begin our day 

praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 
silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 

 

Please make every effort to take advantage 
of this time with the Lord. We are living in 

challenging times and we all need the 
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 

the courage to live each day. 

 

 
 
 

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

"Your words, Lord, are Spirit and Life; You 
have the words of everlasting life" 

John 6:63,68 
 

 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 
 

Join us on Thursday,  December 9th at 7:30-
8:50pm in the St. Joseph room in the rectory 

basement.  The Gospel readings and study will 
be conducted using the Little Rock Scripture 

Study program.  Study booklets will be     
provided.  The study this week is   Lesson 9, 

Matthew 26-28. 
 

If you are interested in joining the study group 
or would like further information,               

please contact us through our 
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call 

the rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to 
leave your name and contact information. 

 
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture 

All Are Welcome!  
 

3rd Time: 
 

Stephen Monti 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Astoria, NY 
 

And 
 

Michelle Tropeano 
St. Francis of Assisi   

Astoria, NY 

 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
 
 
 

Sunday Collection 11/20-11/21               $4,748.00  
  2nd Collection—Human Development        $538.00 
 
Thanksgiving 11/265/21                          $1,176.00  
Sunday Collection 11/27-11/28               $4,201.00  
  2nd Collection—Fuel                               $1,157.00 
 
                 

 

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 

THANK YOU to all who have donated to 
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate 
your generosity. As of this time we have 
$38,533.00 pledged and $33,602.32 paid  

towards our goal of $41,679.00. 
If you have not donated to the appeal as of 

this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a 
donation to help us achieve our goal.       

Envelopes are available in Church or you 
may stop at the rectory.  

 

Our parish receives a grant from the appeal 
for our Religious Education Program and a 
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital 
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help 
us reach our goal since we do benefit from 

the appeal. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next weekend,  
December 11th and 12th, the second          

collection will be for  
The Religious Retirement Fund. 

 

Thank you for your generosity. 

December 24, 2021  
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
Christmas Eve Family Mass  

at 4:00p.m. 
 
 

All are invited to the Children’s 
Christmas Pageant that takes place 

during the Mass. 

    
  50/50 Winners  

  November 2021 
 

First Prize 
Mrs. Raymond Loud 

 

Second Prize 
Mr. Joseph Tedesco 

 

Third Prize 
Evelyn Singura  



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

December 5-December 11 
 

 
Sunday, December 5 
9:30am Children’s Liturgy-MCH 
9:30am Confirmation Name Mass 
10:40-Noon CCD-School  
10:40am Confirmation Class SCH 
1:30pm Closing of the year of St. Joseph 
 

Monday, December 6 
12:00-3:30pm Golden Age Meeting-MCH 
3:00-3:45pm Childrens’ Choir—Church 
3:45-5:00pm Pageant Practice 
 

Tuesday, December 7 
6:30pm AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 8 
Immaculate Conception—School Closed 
9 :00am—Mass 
11:00am—Mass 
7:30pm—Mass 
7:00pm Baptism Class 
 

Thursday, December 9 

10-11:30am Legion of Mary-SFR 
6-9pm-GS Neighborhood Caroling 
6:00pm I.A.C. A.-SFR 
7:30pm-Scripture Study-SJoR 
 

Friday, December 10 
 

Saturday, December 11 

 

December 12-December 18 
 

 

Sunday, December 12 
800am—Holy Name Mass 
9:30am Children’s Liturgy-MCH 
10:40-Noon CCD-School  
10:40am Confirmation Class SCH 
 

Monday, December 13 
12:00-3:30pm Golden Age Meeting-MCH 
3:00-3:45pm Childrens’ Choir—Church 
3:45-5:00pm Pageant Practice 
 

Tuesday, December 14 
6:30pm AA Meeting 
8:00pm Knights of Columbus Meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 15 

 

Thursday, December16 

10-11:30am Legion of Mary-SFR 
6:00pm I.A.C. A.-SFR-Christmas Party 
7:30pm-Scripture Study-SJoR 
 

Friday, December 17 
 

Saturday, December 18 
 

  











 
 
 

Advent Giving Trees 
 

The Advent Giving Trees will be setup in the front 
and back of church and decorated with colored Tags                                                      

the Saturday after Thanksgiving. 
 

 Each color Tag identifies the charity that will receive 
the gifts.  

Please tape the Tag to the unwrapped gift purchased  
and place it under the Giving Tree  

before or after any one of the Masses. 
 
 

ALL GIFTS SHOULD BE RETURNED BY 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19TH. 
 
  
 

We thank you for always being so generous and helping. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can take part in decorating St. Francis of Assisi Church 
by memorializing a Christmas wreath during the  

Christmas season. 
 

Wreaths will adorn the walls inside of the church and fences       
outside that surround the Church. 

 
Small messages of dedication will be attached to each wreath. 

ie:  In Loving Memory of Jane Doe 
 

Donations required to memorialize a wreath: 
 

Outdoor  Christmas Wreath:   $65 
 

Indoor Christmas Wreaths:   $80 
 
 

Payments should be submitted to the rectory by December 10, 2021 
  




