
SUNDAY,       January 16 –The Second Sunday in  
                                                      Ordinary Time                                                 
8:00 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
9:30 A.M.       Windsor Gene James Mirada 
11:00 A.M.     Jean Leone 
12:30 P.M.     Ausilia Iele 
     Maria Perinuzzi 
                      St. Anthony 
                      Rino Del Carro 
                                                                                                                                       
MONDAY,     January 17 – Weekday 
9:00 A.M.       Mary Mahony                          
 
TUESDAY,     January 18– Weekday                                                  
9:00 A.M.        Geatano Hili 
 
WEDNESDAY, January 19-Weekday                                              
9:00 A.M.         Joseph Salamone 
 
 

THURSDAY,    January 20 - Weekday                                                                                                       
9:00 A.M.         Susan Camenzuli 
 
FRIDAY,           January 21 - Weekday                                                  
9:00 A.M.         Manny Edenhoffer 
  
 

SATURDAY,    January 22—Weekday                                                                                               
9:00 A.M.         Purgatorial Society 
                         Bruna Giordano 
                         Egidio Giordano 
                         Lucy Giordano  
                         
5:00 P.M.         Denis Sweeney 
 
SUNDAY,         January 23-The Third Sunday in  
                                                        Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                                                                 
8:00 A.M.         John E. Finerty 

9:30 A.M.         For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.       Michael Connolly 
12:30 P.M.       Ausilia Iele 
                         Rino Del Carro 
                          
                
                           
 

Mass Intention 

The  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
       Isaiah 62:1-5 
                    1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
       John 2:1-11 
 
              
  

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  1 Samuel 15:16-23 
   Mark 2:18-22 
                                    
TUESDAY:  1 Samuel 16:1-13 
                                    Mark 2:23-28 
 
WEDNESDAY:           1 Samuel 17:32-33, 37, 40-51  
   Mark 3:1-6 
    
THURSDAY:  1 Samuel 18:6-9 
   Mark 3:7-12 
 
FRIDAY:  1 Samuel 24:3-21                                              
   Mark 3:13-19 
 
SATURDAY:   2 Samuel 9:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27 
                                    Mark 3:20-21 
    
 

 
 
 
 

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  
   
       Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 
                    1 Corinthians 12:12-30 
       Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 



 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 

Today’s readings tell us about the tender compassion of our God. In the first reading from the 
Book of the Prophet Isaiah, we hear language that is tender, passionate, and definitive. The 
Lord says to the people of Israel-and to us today- that we will not be called forsaken. Our land 
will not be called desolate. Rather, the Lord wants to call us “My Delight” and “Espoused”. 
 
In the second reading, St. Paul teaches us that the Spirit gives each of us different gifts, such 
as teaching, knowledge, healing, and faith. We are not given these gifts solely for our own 
benefit, but to help further the work and mission of the Church and to serve the needs of     
others in the midst of our daily lives. 
 
Today’s lesson does not end there. In John’s Gospel, we hear the familiar story of the wedding 
at Cana.   Marriage has long been an analogy of God’s intimate love for his people. It is       
fitting, then, that Jesus performs the first miracle of his public ministry at a wedding.  
 
It is Mary who notices the problem with the wine and decides to intercede. She doesn’t do so 
because the   couple will be punished for running out of wine. At worst, the couple or the   
families will be ashamed by their lack of resources. But Our Lady exemplifies God’s tender 
and personal loving care so well that she wants to protect this young couple from any undue 
anxiety. She steps in, and is persistent with Jesus, who first denies his mother’s request to 
help. 
 
Jesus doesn’t just give this couple ordinary wine. He provides them the best wine. 
 
Our three readings communicate one important truth: Our God delights in each of us and 
loves us unconditionally and without limits. Some of the ways God shows his love for us are 
by giving us special graces that allow us to serve each other; giving us his own mother Mary, 
who watches for our slightest need and anxiety and who intercedes for us; and by giving us 
more than our heart’s desire. 
 
God’s tender and compassionate love for us extends throughout the centuries to today. Let us 
all pray that we become more open to his transformative love in our lives. 
 
 

All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



Monday, January 17, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saint Anthony, Abbot 

Friday, January 21, 2022  
The Feast of  
Saint Agnes 

The life of Anthony will remind many people 
of Saint Francis of Assisi. At 20, Anthony was so 
moved by the Gospel message, “Go, sell what you 
have, and give to [the] poor” (Mark 10:21b), that he 
actually did just that with his large inheritance. He is 
different from Francis in that most of Anthony’s life 
was spent in solitude. He saw the world completely 
covered with snares, and gave the Church and the 
world the witness of solitary asceticism, great per-
sonal mortification and prayer. But no saint is         
antisocial, and Anthony drew many people to him-
self for spiritual healing and guidance. 

At 54, he responded to many requests and founded a 
sort of monastery of scattered cells. Again, like 
Francis, he had great fear of “stately buildings and 
well-laden tables.”  At 60, he hoped to be a martyr 
in the renewed Roman persecution of 311, fearlessly 
exposing himself to danger while giving moral and 
material support to those in prison. At 88, he was 
fighting the Arian heresy, that massive trauma from 
which it took the Church centuries to recover. “The 
mule kicking over the altar” denied the divinity of 
Christ.  Anthony is associated in art with a T-shaped 
cross, a pig and a book. The pig and the cross are 
symbols of his valiant warfare with the devil—the 
cross his constant means of power over evil spirits, 
the pig a symbol of the devil himself. The book re-
calls his preference for “the book of nature” over the 
printed word. Anthony died in solitude at age 105. 

In an age that smiles at the notion of devils and   
angels, a person known for having power over evil 
spirits must at least make us pause. And in a day 
when people speak of life as a “rat race,” one who 
devotes a whole life to solitude and prayer points to 
an essential of the Christian life in all ages.         
Anthony’s hermit life reminds us of the               
absoluteness of our break with sin and the totality 
of our commitment to Christ. Even in God’s good 
world, there is another world whose false values 
constantly tempt us. 

Agnes is one of the “virgin martyrs” of the church 
of Rome.  She is one of seven women, in addition 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary, who are mentioned in 
the Roman Canon of the Mass. Saints Felicity, 
Perpetua, Agatha,  Lucy, Cecilia, and                 
Anastasia  are the other six.  Agnes is a patron 
saint of chastity, gardeners, girls, Girl Scouts,   
engaged couples and victims of rape. 
 
There are a diversity of accounts of her              
martyrdom (by fire, or sword) from very early 
on, and so it is hard to know much with            
certainty.  The historical record of the specific 
circumstance/reasons for her martyrdom is also 
unclear.  Most date her martyrdom to the year 
304 under the Emperor Diocletion, but the       
evidence again is not unanimous.  All sources 
seem to agree that she was very young, 12-13 
years old, when she was martyred, in the late 3rd 
or early 4th century.  It is the tradition that she 
was martyred on January 21, and so her feast day 
is January 21.  It was the custom in the early 
church to commemorate martyrs on the day of 
their birth into eternal life.  The bones of Saint 
Agnes are preserved in the Church of 
Sant’Agnese Fuore le Mura (Saint Agnes Outside 
the Walls) in Rome.  This church was built over 
the catacombs that were constructed around the 
tomb of Saint Agnes.  Her skull is   preserved in a 
side chapel of the Church Sant’Agnese in Agone 
(Saint Agnes in Agony) which is in Rome’s Piazza 
Navona.  
 
One of the traditions associated with Saint Agnes 
is that on the Feast of Saint Agnes, two lambs who 
have been raised at the local Trappist Monastery 
of Tre Fontane, are brought to the Basilica of 
Saint Agnes Outside the Walls and are 
blessed.  The lambs are raised into sheep by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Cecilia in Trastavere.  The 
sheep are sheered each year on Holy Thursday.   





 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,          
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams,  George Behringer,  

Augustin Cisneros,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, 
Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,        
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,           
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,             

Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, 
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,                               

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,        
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                

John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             

Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  

Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez and  
Sumiko Tanaka Hennessy. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 
 

 

The Baptism of   
The Lord   

January 16, 2022 
 

      “There are a variety of gifts                                    
              but the same Spirit”                  

                  

                  Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454 or                                                
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS:  
 

God intends to make each one of us a new         
creation in Jesus Christ. 

 
Isaiah encourages the people, giving them hope for 

the future and reminding them of God’s love for 
them.  We can take encouragement from these same 
words, especially since Christ has come for us.  The 
Lord longs to breathe His divine life into each of us, 

making us new and whole.      

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners  
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social 

distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary 
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound 
person should be equally comfortable in having the 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit 

their home.  If Extraordinary Ministers are willing, 
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know. 

Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy 
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. A minister will 

be in contact with you to make the necessary      
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister 

on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy  
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when 

you call the rectory. 
 

 

Please be mindful that there are people 
who come to church early in order to 

pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  



Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed before the   
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to           

perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  

ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 
adoration helps us discover the Real   

Presence of Christ. 
 

What a wonderful way to begin our day 

praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 
silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 

 

Please make every effort to take advantage 
of this time with the Lord. We are living in 

challenging times and we all need the 
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 

the courage to live each day. 

 

 
   

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

"From the beginning the Word was a                    
source of life" 

John 1:4 
 

Join us on Thursday, January 20 at 7:30 - 
8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the rectory. 

We will continue the study of  
“Women in the Old Testament”  

   
 

Come and see … meet the members of our group as 
we share the joys of the Gospel.  The Gospel    

readings and study will be conducted using the    
Little Rock Scripture program.                         

Study booklets will be provided. 
 

If you are interested in joining the study group 
or would like further information, please con-

tact us through our email 
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 

at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 

 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture 
All Are Welcome!  

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the    

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time, talent 
and  treasure.  As a faith-filled community, 

we are committed to minister to the       
spiritual, educational and material needs 

of all  people.      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bishop Brennan to Visit Our Deanery 

 

On Wednesday, January 26th, Bishop Brennan   
will celebrate Mass at 7:30pm in  

St. Francis of Assisi Church. 
The Mass is open to all the parishes                        

in the deanery.  His visit is for the Synod     
Process.  After Mass, the bishop will meet with 
two designated members of each parish in our 

deanery. 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
Sunday Collection 1/9                             $3,648.00 
Diocesan Mission                                       $571.00                    
         
  

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 
 
 

RESPECT LIFE EVENTS 
 

- Respect Life Novena 
 

Wednesday, January 19, to Thursday, January 27.  
Sponsored by the US Conference of Catholic   
Bishops.  Sign up for daily emails with prayers and 
meditations at www.9daysforlife.org. 
 
- March for Life 
 

Friday, January 21, Washington DC.   
See www.narchforlife.org 
Bus leaving from 310 Prospect Park West.         
Cost $25. Contact Martha Hernandez 718-281-9540 
mhernandez@diobrook.org by January 17.  See 
www.ipric.org for busses leaving from Manhattan. 
 
-Helpers of God’s Precious Infants  
  Prayer Vigil 
 

Saturday, January 22, at 8:00am Mass at Our Lady 
of Sorrows Church, 104-11 37th Avenue, Corona.  
Followed by rosary prayer procession to a nearby 
abortion facility. 
 
-Pro Vita Mass 
 

Sunday, January 23, 11:00am Mass at St. James 
Cathedral Basilica, 250 Cathedral Pl., Brooklyn. 
   

For other events, see the Joint Parish Respect 
Life Committee website, www.ipric.org. 

 
 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 

We are planning a 50th reunion for the 
spring/summer of 2023.  We are trying to 

round up contact information for all alumni 
of the Class of ‘73. 

 
Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your 

contact information to  
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 

or 
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In observance of  
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

The rectory office will be closed  
all day Monday, January17, 2022. 

 

The office will reopen on  
Tuesday, January 18, 2022  

at 9:00am. 
 

If you have an emergency please call the Rectory at 
(718) 728-7801. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

January 16 - January 22 
 

 

Sunday, January 16 

NO Children’s Liturgy 
NO CCD 
 

Monday, January 17 
Martin Luther King Holiday 
School & Rectory Office Closed 
 

Tuesday, January 18 
6:30—7:30pm AA Meeting-SFR 
 

Wednesday, January 19 

 

Thursday, January 20 
10:00-11:30am-Legion of Mary-SFR 
6:00pm-I.A.C.A.-SFR 
7:30pm Scripture Study-SJoR 
 

Friday, January 21 
 

Saturday, January 22 
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of  
        Unborn Children 

 

January 23 - January 29 
 

 

Sunday, January 23 

9:30am Pre-Communion Mass 
NO Children’s Liturgy 
10:40am-12:00 noon-CCD-School 
10:40am-Confirmation Class 
 

Monday, January 24 
12:00noon-3:30pm-Golden Age-MCH 
 

Tuesday, January 25 
6:30—7:30pm AA Meeting-SFR 
 

Wednesday, January 26 
7:30pm—Bishop Brennan to celebrate Mass 
 

Thursday, January 27 
10:00-11:30am-Legion of Mary-SFR 
6:00pm-I.A.C.A.-SFR 
7:30pm Scripture Study-SJoR 
 

Friday, January 28 
 

Saturday, January 29 
 

  


















