The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention

Today’s Readings

January 23 –The Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
John E. Finerty
For the People of St. Francis
Michael Connolly
Ausilia Iele
Rino Del Carro

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

January 24 – Saint Francis de Sales
The McHale Family

Readings for the Week

TUESDAY,

January 25– The Conversion of Saint
Paul the Apostle
Michale Connolly

SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10
1 Corinthians 12:12-30
Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21

MONDAY:

2 Samuel 5:1-7, 10
Mark 3:22-30

WEDNESDAY, January 26– Saints Timothy & Titus
9:00 A.M.
Dr. Arthur Gualtieri

TUESDAY:

Acts 22:3-16
Mark 16:15-18

THURSDAY, January 27 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Lilijana Skorpanic

WEDNESDAY:

2 Timothy 1:1-18
Mark 4:1-20

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

THURSDAY:

2 Samuel 7:18-19, 24-29
Mark 4:21-25

FRIDAY:

2 Samuel 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17
Mark 4:26-34

SATURDAY:

2 Samuel 12:1-7a, 10-17
Mark 4:35-41

9:00 A.M.

January 28 - Saint Thomas Aquinas
Giuseppe Carlino

SATURDAY, January 29—Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Dana marusic
Viola Herbst
Francis Herbst
Mary Ethel McCann
Elizabeth Hovanec
5:00 P.M.

Martha Calado

SUNDAY,

January 30-The Fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
The Ferguson Family
Martha Calado
For the People of St. Francis
Giuseppe Carlino
Dominic Benedetto
Victoria Benedetto
San Ciro

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19
1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13
Luke 4:21-30

My Dear Parishioners,
All of us are familiar with inaugural addresses, especially when presidents take office and begin their elected
terms. Some of these addresses are, of course, more memorable than others. Unfortunately, much of the
content of these inaugural addresses bears little relationship to the subsequent actions of these leaders.
Similarly, Jesus gave an inaugural address of sorts shortly after he returned to Nazareth from the desert,
where he had spent forty days and forty nights preparing for his public ministry. We heard his inaugural
address in today’s Gospel account:
He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went according to his custom into the synagogue on the
Sabbath day. He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and
found the passage where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to
bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.”
Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue
looked intently at him. He said to them, “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”
Can we carry the torch and make Christ’s saving mission our own? Yes we can. This is because Christ entrusted the continuation of his saving mission to the Church and because each of us, by virtue of our baptism,
has become a member of Christ’s body, the Church. As such, each of us is called to use our unique gifts and
talents to further the work and mission of the Church and help build up God’s kingdom on earth.
The first thing we can do is to set aside our differences, and work together with people of good will to help
bring peace and healing to the world. Ultimately, the way we live our lives, should say to others: “Today this
Scripture passage is being fulfilled in your hearing.”
Jesus’ saving mission, example and activities matched the words of the inaugural address he gave at the beginning of his ministry. He did bring freedom to those held captive in webs of lies and deceit, to those held
captive in addictive behavior patterns, along with freedom to those held captive and victimized under
exploitative power. In and through his life, death and resurrection, Jesus defeated the power of sin and evil
and opened the way to eternal light. He is the true light of the world that illumines our minds and hearts, and
allows us to see the truth plainly.
The Bible isn’t so much a creed to be accepted as it is a mission to be accomplished. We, walking together in
Christ, are to be out there in the world, working to advance and move Christ’s saving mission toward its
fulfillment. We can bring good news to the poor, liberty to those bound by additions and compulsions, and we
can give the light of knowledge and vision to those who are blinded by this world’s darkness.
Living our Christian values by respecting life, living in honesty and truth, establishing justice, working for
peace, and building up our families allows us to further Christ’s mission on earth.
The Spirit of the Lord is upon you. He has anointed you and given you his gifts of wisdom, understanding,
knowledge, steadfastness and courage. Live your commissioning courageously. Like the first apostles,
proclaim and give witness to the Gospel by the example of your lives so that many others may come to know
the new life, healing, peace, freedom and salvation Jesus offers.
All God’s Blessings,

Msgr. Maresca

Monday, January 24, 2022
The Feast of
Saint Francis de Sales

Tuesday, January 25, 2022
The Conversion of
Saint Paul the Apostle

Francis was destined by his father to be a lawyer so
that the young man could eventually take his elder’s
place as a senator from the province of Savoy in
France. For this reason Francis was sent to Padua to
study law. After receiving his doctorate, he returned
home and, in due time, told his parents he wished to
enter the priesthood. His father strongly opposed
Francis in this, and only after much patient
persuasiveness on the part of the gentle Francis did
his father finally consent. Francis was ordained and
elected provost of the Diocese of Genevas. At 35,
he became bishop of Geneva. While administering
his diocese he continued to preach, hear confessions,
and catechize the children. His gentle character was
a great asset in winning souls. He practiced his own
axiom, “A spoonful of honey attracts more flies than
a barrelful of vinegar.” Besides his two well-known
books, the Introduction to the Devout Life and A
Treatise on the Love of God, he wrote many pamphlets and carried on a vast correspondence. For his
writings, he has been named patron of the Catholic
Press. His writings, filled with his characteristic
gentle spirit, are addressed to lay people. He wants
to make them understand that they too are called to
be saints. As he wrote in The Introduction to the
Devout Life: “It is an error, or rather a heresy, to say
devotion is incompatible with the life of a soldier, a
tradesman, a prince, or a married woman…. It has
happened that many have lost perfection in the
desert who had preserved it in the world.”

Saint Paul’s entire life can be explained in terms of
one experience—his meeting with Jesus on the road
to Damascus. In an instant, he saw that all the zeal of
his dynamic personality was being wasted, like the
strength of a boxer swinging wildly. Perhaps he had
never seen Jesus, who was only a few years older.
But he had acquired a zealot’s hatred of all Jesus
stood for, as he began to harass the Church: “…
entering house after house and dragging out men and
women, he handed them over for imprisonment” (Acts 8:3b). Now he himself was “entered,”
possessed, all his energy harnessed to one goal—
being a slave of Christ in the ministry of
reconciliation, an instrument to help others
experience the one Savior. One sentence determined
his theology: “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:5b). Jesus was mysteriously identified
with people—the loving group of people Saul had
been running down like criminals. Jesus, he saw, was
the mysterious fulfillment of all he had been blindly
pursuing. From then on, his only work was to
“present everyone perfect in Christ. For this I labor
and struggle, in accord with the exercise of his power working within me” (Colossians 1:28b-29). “For
our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but
also in power and in the Holy Spirit and [with] much
conviction” (1 Thessalonians 1:5a). Paul’s life
became a tireless proclaiming and living out of the
message of the cross: Christians die baptismally to
sin and are buried with Christ; they are dead to all
that is sinful and unredeemed in the world. They are
made into a new creation, already sharing Christ’s
victory and someday to rise from the dead like him.
Through this risen Christ the Father pours out the
Spirit on them, making them completely new.So
Paul’s great message to the world was: You are
saved entirely by God, not by anything you can do.
Saving faith is the gift of total, free, personal and
loving commitment to Christ, a commitment that
then bears fruit in more “works” than the Law could
ever contemplate.

In spite of his busy and comparatively short life, he
had time to collaborate with another saint, Jane
Frances de Chantal, in the work of establishing the
Sisters of the Visitation. These women were to practice the virtues exemplified in Mary’s visit to
Elizabeth: humility, piety, and mutual charity. They
at first engaged to a limited degree in works of
mercy for the poor and the sick. Today, while some
communities conduct schools, others live a strictly
contemplative life.

Wednesday, January 26, 2022
The Feast of
Saints Timothy and Titus

Friday, January 28, 2022
The Feast of
Saint Thomas Aquinas

Timothy had the honor of being a fellow apostle
with Paul, both sharing the privilege of preaching
the gospel and suffering for it. Timothy had a Greek
father and a Jewish mother named Eunice. Being the
product of a “mixed” marriage, he was considered
illegitimate by the Jews. It was his grandmother who
first became Christian. Timothy was a convert of
Paul around the year 47 and later joined him in his
apostolic work. He was with Paul at the founding of
the Church in Corinth. During the 15 years he
worked with Paul, he became one of his most faithful and trusted friends. He was sent on difficult missions by Paul often in the face of great disturbance
in local churches which Paul had founded. Timothy
was with Paul in Rome during the latter’s house arrest. At some period Timothy himself was in prison.
Paul installed him as his representative at the
Church of Ephesus. Timothy was comparatively
young for the work he was doing. Several references seem to indicate that he was timid. And one of
Paul’s most frequently quoted lines was addressed
to him: “Stop drinking only water, but have a little
wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent
illnesses” (1 Timothy 5:23). Titus has the distinction of being a close friend and disciple of Paul as
well as a fellow missionary. He was Greek, apparently from Antioch. Titus is seen as a peacemaker,
administrator, great friend. Paul’s second letter to
Corinth affords an insight into the depth of his
friendship with Titus, and the great fellowship they
had in preaching the gospel. When Paul was having
trouble with the community at Corinth, Titus was
the bearer of Paul’s severe letter and was successful
in smoothing things out. Paul writes he was
strengthened not only by the arrival of Titus but also
“by the encouragement with which he was encouraged in regard to you, as he told us of your yearning,
your lament, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced
even more…. And his heart goes out to you all the
more, as he remembers the obedience of all of you,
when you received him with fear and trembling”

By universal consent, Thomas Aquinas is the
preeminent spokesman of the Catholic tradition of
reason and of divine revelation. He is one of the
great teachers of the medieval Catholic Church,
honored with the titles Doctor of the Church and
Angelic Doctor. At five he was given to the
Benedictine monastery at Monte Cassino in his
parents’ hopes that he would choose that way of life
and eventually became abbot. In 1239, he was sent to
Naples to complete his studies. It was here that he
was first attracted to Aristotle’s philosophy. By
1243, Thomas abandoned his family’s plans for him
and joined the Dominicans, much to his mother’s
dismay. On her order, Thomas was captured by his
brother and kept at home for over a year.
Once free, he went to Paris and then to Cologne,
where he finished his studies with Albert the Great.
He held two professorships at Paris, lived at the
court of Pope Urban IV, directed the Dominican
schools at Rome and Viterbo, combated adversaries
of the mendicants, as well as the Averroists, and argued with some Franciscans about Aristotelianism.
His greatest contribution to the Catholic Church is
his writings. The unity, harmony, and continuity of
faith and reason, of revealed and natural human
knowledge, pervades his writings. One might expect
Thomas, as a man of the gospel, to be an ardent defender of revealed truth. But he was broad enough,
deep enough, to see the whole natural order as coming from God the Creator, and to see reason as a divine gift to be highly cherished.
The Summa Theologiae, his last and, unfortunately,
uncompleted work, deals with the whole of Catholic
theology. He stopped work on it after celebrating
Mass on December 6, 1273. When asked why he
stopped writing, he replied, “I cannot go on…. All
that I have written seems to me like so much straw
compared to what I have seen and what has been revealed to me.” He died March 7, 1274.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, George Behringer,
Augustin Cisneros, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,
Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss,
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez and
Sumiko Tanaka Hennessy.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

Please be mindful that there are people
who come to church early in order
to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

The Third Sunday
In Ordinary Time
January 23, 2022

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social
distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound
person should be equally comfortable in having the
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit
their home. If Extraordinary Ministers are willing,
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know.
Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your
name, address, and phone number. A minister will
be in contact with you to make the necessary
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister
on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when
you call the rectory.

“You are the body of Christ and
individually members of it”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org
FOCUS:
The law of the Lord delights the human heart
and guides the steps of our lives.
Today’s Gospel opens with the words and intentions
of Luke the Evangelist. He has decided to write a
Gospel— a narrative of the events regarding Jesus
Christ that will draw from the memories of those
who witnessed his life, death and resurrection, and
who have handed on his teachings to future
generations. We cling to that Gospel message
which reminds us of God’s mercy and challenges
us to live in Christ.

Bishop Brennan to Visit Our Deanery
th

On Wednesday, January 26 , Bishop Brennan
will celebrate Mass at 7:00pm in
St. Francis of Assisi Church. The Mass is open
to all the parishes in the deanery. His visit is
for the Synod Process. After Mass, the bishop
will meet with two designated members of each
parish in our deanery.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"From the beginning the Word was a source of life"
John 1:4

Join us on Thursday, January 27 at 7:30 8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the rectory.
The study is on “Women in the
Old Testament.” Chapter 1 will discuss
Women of Israel’s Beginning:
Sarah and Hagar.
Come and see … meet the members of our group as
we share the wisdom of God in holy scripture. The
Gospel readings and study will be conducted using
the Little Rock Scripture program.
Study booklets will be provided.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information, please contact us through our email
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory
at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture
All Are Welcome!

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at
8:00AM each morning, Monday through
Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. At
8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by
parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed
Sacrament will be reposed before the
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to
perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic
adoration helps us discover the Real
Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in
silence or praying the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage
of this time with the Lord. We are living in
challenging times and we all need the
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us
the courage to live each day.

Memorials for the Week of
January 23, 2022
SANCTUARY LAMP
In Loving Memory of
Anne & William
Thompsom
Requested by:

The Thompson Family

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
Sunday Collection 1/16

$4,648.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973
We are planning a 50th reunion for the
spring/summer of 2023. We are trying to
round up contact information for all
alumni of the Class of ‘73.
Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your
contact information to
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com
or
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com

Next Sunday, January 30,
begins Catholic Schools Week
While we celebrate all Catholic
schools have to offer, we especially
focus on our own
St. Francis of Assisi Academy.
All monies collected in the second
collection next weekend will go
directly to our school.
A pink envelope is included in your
monthly envelope packet for this
purpose. Please be as generous as
your means allow.
Thank you.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

January 23 - January 29

January 30 - February 5

Sunday, January 23

9:30am Pre-Communion Mass
NO Children’s Liturgy
10:40am-12:00 noon-CCD-School
10:40am-Confirmation Class

Monday, January 24

12:00noon-3:30pm-Golden Age-MCH

Sunday, January 30

Catholic Schools Week
11:00am Opening Mass
NO Children’s Liturgy
10:40am-12:00 noon-CCD-School
10:40am-Confirmation Class
12:30-1:30pm Open House in School
Baptism—1:30pm

Tuesday, January 25

Monday, January 31

Wednesday, January 26

Tuesday, February 1

6:30—7:30pm AA Meeting-SFR

7:00pm—Bishop Brennan to Celebrate Mass
Note Change of Time

Thursday, January 27
10:00-11:30am-Legion of Mary-SFR
6:00pm-I.A.C.A.-SFR
7:30pm Scripture Study-SJoR

Friday, January 28
Saturday, January 29

12:00noon-3:30pm-Golden Age-MCH

6:30—7:30pm AA Meeting-SFR

Wednesday, February 2
Student Appreciation Day—MMC

Thursday, February 3

9:00am Mass—Blessing of the Throats for the
Feast of St. Blaise
10:00-11:30am-Legion of Mary-SFR
6:00pm-I.A.C.A.-SFR
7:30pm Scripture Study-SJoR

Friday, February 4

9:00am—Catholic Schools Week Closing Mass

Saturday, February 5

6:00-7:30pm Youth Group Meeting—MCH

