
SUNDAY,       January 30 –The Fourth Sunday in  
                                                      Ordinary Time                                                 
8:00 A.M.       The Ferguson Family 
9:30 A.M.       Martha Calado 
11:00 A.M.     For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.     Giuseppe Carlino 
     Dominic Benedetto 
                      Victoria Benedetto 
                      San Ciro 
                                                                                                                                                           
MONDAY,     January 31 – Saint John Bosco 
9:00 A.M.       Jeanne Leone                          
 
TUESDAY,     February 1 – Weekday                                                 
9:00 A.M.        John Xerri 
 
WEDNESDAY, February 2– Presentation of the Lord                                             
9:00 A.M.         Ausilia Iele 
 
 

THURSDAY,    February 3 - Saint Blaise                                                                                                       
9:00 A.M.         Mark martin O’Neill 
 
FRIDAY,           February 4 - Weekday                                                  
9:00 A.M.         Maria Perinuzzi 
  
 

SATURDAY,    February 5—Saint Agatha                                                                                               
9:00 A.M.         Purgatorial Society 
                         Connor Luis Vasquez 
                         The Iele Family 
                         Kevin Moffit  
                         Frank DiDonato 
                         Vita Cinturati 
                         Carmela DiDonato 
 
5:00 P.M.         For the People of St. Francis 
 
SUNDAY,         February 6 - The Fifth Sunday in  
                                                        Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                                                                 
8:00 A.M.         Angela Mignanelli 
9:30 A.M.         Martha Calado 
11:00 A.M.       Vincent Ronacher 
12:30 P.M.       Rino Del Carro 
                         Giovanni Milevoi 
                         Paula Milevoi 
                          

Mass Intention 

The  Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
      Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19 
                    1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13 
       Luke 4:21-30 
  

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  2 Samuel 15:13-14, 30;16:5-13 
   Mark 5:1-20 
                                    
TUESDAY:  2 Samuel 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a 
                                                    30-19:3 
                                    Mark 5:21-43 
 
WEDNESDAY:           Malachi 3:1-4 
                                    Hebrews 2:14-18  
   Luke 2:22-40 
    
THURSDAY:  1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12 
   Mark 6:7-13 
 
FRIDAY:  Sirach 47:2-11                                              
   Mark 6:14-29 
 
SATURDAY:   1 Kings 3:4-13 
                                    Mark 6:30-34 
    
 

 
 
 

The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
   
       Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8 
                    1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
       Luke 5:1-11 



My Dear Parishioners, 
 

Today’s Gospel tells of Jesus coming to his hometown of Nazareth and going to teach in the 
synagogue on the Sabbath. Before beginning his teaching, Jesus reads a passage from the 
prophet Isaiah, which told of the Messiah and Savior God promised to bring healing,          
restoration and salvation to the people of Israel.   After reading the passage, Jesus proclaims 
that this passage was fulfilled in their hearing. In other words, he was announcing himself as 
the long-awaited Messiah. 
 
How sad it was that the majority of the people gathered there that day were unable to see that 
Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah. It seems they were blinded by their experience of Jesus 
growing up humbly among them as the son of a carpenter. The Messiah was supposed to be 
someone like the great King David, who threw off the oppressors and restored the nation of 
Israel. Jesus certainly didn’t fit the bill. And so they rejected Jesus and his message of         
salvation. 
 
Now the people in Nazareth had certain expectations, and they weren’t being met in the   
manner they expected. How often do we think things should unfold and happen in our lives in 
a certain time and fashion because we have prayed for them? And then when they do not, we 
feel discouraged and frustrated, we think God is not hearing our prayers and sometimes turn 
away from God.  
 
For example, this can happen when we place the pursuit of money or material things before 
God, thinking they can bring us happiness or peace. But ultimately, the only things that will 
bring us true happiness, peace and joy are loving Jesus and trying to walk in his way of love. 
So let’s try to keep our minds and hearts open to the Lord’s love, and to the many and varied 
ways that he wants to work in our lives. Let us press upon our hearts the importance of        
remembering that God hears and answers all our prayers, in his time and in the way that he 
knows is best for us. 
 
If we bear these things in mind, it will help us to keep our eyes firmly fixed upon Jesus, and 
make slow and steady progress in growing in faith and holiness of life. This will enable us to 
become more patient, gentle, kind, compassionate and forgiving toward others. Our goal is to 
live in such a way that we give glory to God, and invite others to know the joy we have found 
in Jesus. 
 
 
All God’s Blessings, 

Msgr. Maresca 



Monday, January 31, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saint John Bosco 

Wednesday, February 2, 2022  
The Presentation of  

The Lord 

John Bosco’s theory of education could well be used 
in today’s schools. It was a preventive system, re-
jecting corporal punishment and placing students in 
surroundings removed from the likelihood of com-
mitting sin. He advocated frequent reception of the 
sacraments of Penance and Holy Communion. He 
combined catechetical training and fatherly guid-
ance, seeking to unite the spiritual life with one’s 
work, study and play.  Encouraged during his youth 
in Turin to become a priest so he could work with 
young boys, John was ordained in 1841. His service 
to young people started when he met a poor orphan 
in Turin, and instructed him in preparation for re-
ceiving Holy Communion. He then gathered young 
apprentices and taught them catechism.  After serv-
ing as chaplain in a hospice for working girls, Don 
Bosco opened the Oratory of St. Francis de Sales for 
boys. Several wealthy and powerful patrons contrib-
uted money, enabling him to provide two workshops 
for the boys, shoemaking and tailoring.  By 1856, 
the institution had grown to 150 boys and had added 
a printing press for publication of religious and cate-
chetical pamphlets. John’s interest in vocational ed-
ucation and publishing justify him as patron of 
young apprentices and Catholic publishers.  John’s 
preaching fame spread and by 1850 he had trained 
his own helpers because of difficulties in retaining 
young priests. In 1854, he and his followers infor-
mally banded together, inspired by Saint Francis de 
Sales.  With Pope Pius IX’s encouragement, John 
gathered 17 men and founded the Salesians in 1859. 
Their activity concentrated on education and       
mission work. Later, he organized a group of       
Salesian Sisters to assist girls.   

John Bosco educated the whole person—body and 
soul united. He believed that Christ’s love and our 
faith in that love should pervade everything we do—
work, study, play. For John Bosco, being a Christian 
was a full-time effort, not a once-a-week, Mass-on-
Sunday experience.  

 At the end of the fourth century, a woman named 
Etheria made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Her journal, 
discovered in 1887, gives an unprecedented glimpse 
of liturgical life there. Among the celebrations she 
describes is the Epiphany, the observance of Christ’s 
birth, and the gala procession in honor of his          
Presentation in the Temple 40 days later. Under the 
Mosaic Law, a woman was ritually “unclean” for 40 
days after childbirth, when she was to present herself 
to the priests and offer sacrifice—her “purification.” 
Contact with anyone who had brushed against mys-
tery—birth or death—excluded a person from Jewish 
worship. This feast emphasizes Jesus’ first            
appearance in the Temple more than Mary’s             
purification.  The observance spread throughout the 
Western Church in the fifth and sixth centuries.    
Because the Church in the West celebrated Jesus’ 
birth on December 25, the Presentation was moved 
to February 2, 40 days after Christmas. 

At the beginning of the eighth century, Pope Sergius 
inaugurated a candlelight procession; at the end of 
the same century the blessing and distribution of   
candles which continues to this day became part of 
the celebration, giving the feast its popular name: 
Candlemas. 

In Luke’s account, Jesus was welcomed in the     
temple by two elderly people, Simeon and the widow 
Anna. They embody Israel in their patient              
expectation; they acknowledge the infant Jesus as the 
long-awaited Messiah. Early references to the        
Roman feast dub it the feast of Saint Simeon, the old 
man who burst into a song of joy which the Church 
still sings at day’s end.  

Lord Jesus, as an infant You were brought to the temple 
by Your parents out of religious duty. Help all parents to 
take their duties to God seriously, to inculcate their faith 
in the next    generation by their words and by their   
actions, so that the faith will be handed on where the 
faith is first learned—in the family and in the home.  



Thursday, February 3, 2022  
The Feast of  
Saint Blaise 

Saturday, February 5, 2022  
The Feast of  
Saint Agatha 

We know more about the devotion to Saint Blaise 
by Christians around the world than we know about 
the saint himself. His feast is observed as a holy day 
in some Eastern Churches. In 1222, the Council of 
Oxford prohibited servile labor in England on 
Blaise’s feast day. The Germans and Slavs hold him 
in special honor, and for decades many United 
States Catholics have sought the annual Saint Blaise 
blessing for their throats. 

We know that Bishop Blaise was martyred in his 
episcopal city of Sebastea, Armenia, in 316. The 
legendary Acts of St. Blaise were written 400 years 
later. According to them Blaise was a good bishop, 
working hard to encourage the spiritual and physical 
health of his people. Although the Edict of Tolera-
tion (311), granting freedom of worship in the Ro-
man Empire, was already five years old, persecution 
still raged in Armenia. Blaise was apparently forced 
to flee to the back country. There he lived as a her-
mit in solitude and prayer, but he made friends with 
the wild animals. One day a group of hunters seek-
ing wild animals for the amphitheater stumbled up-
on Blaise’s cave. They were first surprised and then 
frightened. The bishop was kneeling in prayer sur-
rounded by patiently waiting wolves, lions and 
bears.  The legend has it that as the hunters hauled 
Blaise off to prison, a mother came with her young 
son who had a fish bone lodged in his throat. At 
Blaise’s command the child was able to cough up 
the bone. 

Agricolaus, governor of Cappadocia, tried to per-
suade Blaise to sacrifice to pagan idols. The first 
time Blaise refused, he was beaten. The next time he 
was suspended from a tree and his flesh torn with 
iron combs or rakes. Finally, he was beheaded. 

Blaise is seen as one more example of the power 
those have who give themselves entirely to Jesus.  
With faith we can follow the lead of the Church in 
asking for Blaise’s protection.  

There are a number of legends concerning the life of 
St. Agatha of Sicily. The following account is based 
on the “Passio Sanctae Agathae” written in the fifth 
century.  Agatha was born in the first part of the 
third century into a wealthy and noble Christian  
family in Catania, Sicily. She was a beautiful young 
virgin, and at the age of 15 Agatha expressed her  
desire to live a life consecrated to God. It is general-
ly believed that when she was 21 she  became a   
deaconess in the church, as she is often seen in  
paintings from as early as the 6th century, wearing a 
white tunic and red vail typical of the rank of       
deaconess during her time.  Her duties would have 
included teaching young followers about the       
Christian faith, and to prepare them for Baptism and 
Holy Communion. 

In the years 250 to 253 AD, Roman Emperor Trajan 
Decius ordered the persecution of all Christians.  The 
prefect of Catania at that time was a man named 
Quintianus. Legend says that Quintianus, upon     
seeing Agatha, fell madly in love with her. It is more 
likely, though, that his true desire was to gain control 
of her family’s property and lands. When Agatha 
refused his advances he sent her to a brothel as    
punishment. She refused to accept customers and 
was sent back to Quintianus. After refusing his     
advances time and again, Agatha was imprisoned, 
suffered repeated tortures, and then brutally had her 
breasts cut off.  She was returned to her cell without 
any medical attention to her wounds. It is believed 
that during the night Saint Peter appeared in her cell, 
and healed her wounds. Quintianus, now had a horri-
ble hatred of Agatha, and ordered that she be burned 
on a bed of coals. While she lay burning on the coals 
her red veil stayed     miraculously intact. An earth-
quake struck Catania during this last torture of Aga-
tha, and Quintianus became fearful for his safety, he 
had her returned to prison and then he fled the city. 
Agatha died a few hours later on February 5, in the 
year 251. 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,          
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams,  George Behringer,  

Augustin Cisneros,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, 
Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,        
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,           
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,             

Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, 
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,                               

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,        
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                

John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             

Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  

Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez, Sumiko Tanaka     
Hennessy and William LeDone. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 
 

 

The Fourth Sunday   
In Ordinary Time 
January 30, 2022 

 

      “Before you were born,                      
                                   I consecrated you”                  
                  

                  Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454 or                                                
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

 
FOCUS:  

 

Take to heart the Good News. 
 

As Jesus spoke to the crowd in the synagogue,      
He speaks to us here: Today this scripture  

passage is fulfilled in your hearing.  Our response 
ought to be different, however, than those who ran 

Him out of town.  Through the Holy Spirit,           
the word of God is able to penetrate our hearts      

and transform us into missionary disciples  
of God’s love.  

   

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners  
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social 

distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary 
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound 
person should be equally comfortable in having the 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit 

their home.  If Extraordinary Ministers are willing, 
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know. 

Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy 
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. A minister will 

be in contact with you to make the necessary      
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister 

on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy  
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when 

you call the rectory. 
 

 

Please be mindful that there are people 
who come to church early in order      

to pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  



Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed before the   
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to           

perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  

ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 
adoration helps us discover the Real   

Presence of Christ. 
 

What a wonderful way to begin our day 

praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 
silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 

 

Please make every effort to take advantage 
of this time with the Lord. We are living in 

challenging times and we all need the 
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 

the courage to live each day. 

   

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

"From the beginning the Word was a source of life" 
John 1:4 

 

Join us on Thursday, February 3 at 7:30 - 
8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the rectory. 

The study is on “Women in the                    
Old Testament.”  Chapter 2 will discuss 

More Women of Israel’s Beginning:  
Rebekah, Leah and Rachel,  

The Maisa Dinah and Tamar.  
   
 

Come and see … meet the members of our group as 
we share the wisdom of God in holy scripture. The 
Gospel readings and study will be conducted using 

the Little Rock Scripture program.                         
Study booklets will be provided. 

 

If you are interested in joining the study group 
or would like further information, please con-

tact us through our email 
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 

at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 

 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture 
All Are Welcome!  

 

 

Saturday, February 5, 2022, the 9:00am Mass will 
be an anointing Mass.  All those who wish to            
receive the Sacrament of the Sick are asked to     

participate in this Mass. 
All are invited to join us in prayer as we     

remember to pray for all those who are in need of 
God’s healing power. 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the    

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time, talent 
and  treasure.  As a faith-filled community, 

we are committed to minister to the       
spiritual, educational and material needs 

of all  people.      

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
Sunday Collection 1/23                            $4,648.00 
2nd Collection-Churches in Need               $494.00 
     
  

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 

We are planning a 50th reunion for the 
spring/summer of 2023.  We are trying to 

round up contact information for all  
alumni of the Class of ‘73. 

 
Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your 

contact information to  
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 

or 
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

\ 

Today begins                         
Catholic Schools Week 

 

While we celebrate all Catholic 
schools have to offer, we especially 

focus on our own  
St. Francis of Assisi Academy. 

All monies collected in the second 
collection will assist the Academy    

to upgrade classroom desks           
and furniture. 

 

A pink envelope is included in your 
monthly envelope packet for this    

purpose.  Please be as generous as 
your means allow. 

Thank you. 

 
Next weekend, February 5th and 6th, the             

second collection will be for The Tablet, the        
official   newspaper of the Diocese of Brooklyn. 

 
Please be as generous as you means allow. 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

January 30 - February 5 
 
 

Sunday, January 30 
Catholic Schools Week 
11:00am Opening Mass 
NO Children’s Liturgy 
10:40am-12:00 noon-CCD-School 
10:40am-Confirmation Class 
12:30-1:30pm Open House in School 
Baptism—1:30pm 
 

Monday, January 31 
12:00noon-3:30pm-Golden Age-MCH 
 

Tuesday, February 1 
6:30—7:30pm AA Meeting-SFR 
 

Wednesday, February 2 
Student Appreciation Day—MMC 
 

Thursday, February 3 
9:00am Mass—Blessing of the Throats for the 
Feast of St. Blaise 
10:00-11:30am-Legion of Mary-SFR 
6:00pm-I.A.C.A.-SFR 
7:30pm Scripture Study-SJoR 
 

Friday, February 4 
9:00am—Catholic Schools Week Closing Mass 
 

Saturday, February 5 
9:00am—Anointing Mass 
 

 

February 6—February 12  
 
 

Sunday, February 6 
9:30am Children’s Liturgy—MCH 
9:30am Pre-Confirmation Mass 
10:40am-12:00 noon-CCD-School 
 

Monday, February 7 
12:00noon-3:30pm-Golden Age-MCH 
 

Tuesday, February 8 
6:30—7:30pm AA Meeting-SFR 
8:00pm—Knights of Columbus Meeting 
 

Wednesday, February 9 
7:00pm Baptism Class 
 

Thursday, February 10 
10:00-11:30am-Legion of Mary-SFR 
6:00pm-I.A.C.A.-SFR 
7:30pm Scripture Study-SJoR 
 

Friday, February 11 
 

Saturday, February 12 
 

  

The Golden Age Society                  
congratulates Msgr. Maresca as he    

celebrates the 44th anniversary of his 
ordination to the priesthood on 

February 4th. 
 

May our Lord watch over and protect 
him with continued good health and 
happiness for many more years to 

come. 
 

God Bless 
Ad Multos Annos  





 

 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations 
 

Msgr. Ralph J. Maresca 
 

On the 44th Anniversary  
Of Your Ordination to the Priesthood 

on  February 4th, 2022 
 
 

From Fr. Peter, the Deacons, Staff           
and Parishioners of  

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi, R.C. Church 
Astoria, New York 11105 

 








