
SUNDAY,       January 9 –The Baptism of the Lord                                                                    
8:00 A.M.       Holy Name Mass 
9:30 A.M.       Spampinato Family 
11:00 A.M.     Carmela Lopilato 
12:30 P.M.     Ausilia Iele 
     Yolanda Palazzolo 
                      Amadio Trentini 
                      Rino Del Carro 
                      Marino Viscovich 
                      Diana Viscovich 
                      Francesca Gino Mineo 
                                                                                                                 
MONDAY,     January 10 – Weekday 
9:00 A.M.       Carmela Lopilato                          
 
TUESDAY,     January 11– Weekday                                                  
9:00 A.M.        Ausilia Iele 
 
WEDNESDAY, January 12-Weekday                                              
9:00 A.M.         Michael Connolly 
 
 

THURSDAY,    January 13 - Weekday                                                                                                       
9:00 A.M.         Jeanette (Princiotta) Siatkowski 
 
FRIDAY,           January 14 - Weekday                                                  
9:00 A.M.         Joseph A. Otero 
  
 

SATURDAY,    January 15 –Weekday                                                                                               
9:00 A.M.         Purgatorial Society 
                         Maria Ferrante 
                         Vincent Ferrante 
                         Gunter Faber  
                         
5:00 P.M.         Joseph Colombo 
 
SUNDAY,         January 16-The Second Sunday in  
                                                        Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                                                                 
8:00 A.M.         For the People of St. Francis 

9:30 A.M.         Windsor Gene James Mirada 
11:00 A.M.       Jean Leone 
12:30 P.M.       Ausilia Iele 
                         Maria Perinuzzi    
                         St. Anthony 
                         Rino Del Carro 
                          

Mass Intention 

The Baptism of the Lord 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

The Baptism of the Lord 
   
       Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
                    Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 
       Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
 
                 
  

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  1 Samuel 1:1-8 
   Mark 1:14-20 
                                    
TUESDAY:  1 Samuel 1:9-20 
                                    Mark 1:21-28  
 
WEDNESDAY:           1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20  
   Mark 1:29-39 
    
THURSDAY:  1 Samuel 4:1-11 
   Mark 1:40-45 
 
FRIDAY:  1 Samuel 8:4-7, 10-22a                                              
   Mark 2:1-12 
 
SATURDAY:   1 Samuel 9:1-4, 17-19, 10:1a 
                                    Mark 2:13-17 
    
 

 
 
 
 

The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
   
       Isaiah 62:1-5 
                    1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
       John 2:1-11 



 
 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord. Jesus grew in knowledge and came to understand who he was 
and the saving mission that his Father had sent him to accomplish. 
 
This is confirmed in the signs that occurred after Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River. The Holy Spirit          
descended upon Jesus like a dove and a voice from the heavens was heard saying: “You are my beloved Son 
with whom I am well pleased”. After his baptism and the forty days he spent fasting and praying in the desert, 
Jesus began his public ministry. He began teaching and doing the things necessary to reveal the depths of the 
Father’s love for us, to reveal the Father’s plan of salvation, to teach us how to live in order to enter eternal 
life. Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection would win our salvation and open the way to eternal life. When 
Jesus began this mission, he did so in firm resolve, with one hundred percent commitment, and in perfect   
fidelity to the will of the Father. 
 
Similarly, for us to be successful in any endeavor, commitment is essential. Nothing of lasting value happens 
without it. And commitment is not easy. Our culture and society sends us many messages that work against 
keeping our commitments. 
 
Thankfully we do, from time to time, come upon stories of heroic women and men who honor their          
commitments no matter the cost. We hear of mothers and fathers who stay with their children through       
horrible sicknesses and misfortunes, giving them their message of faithful and steadfast caring love. 
 
Commitment is the key element of all noble adventures, wonderful discoveries and heroic deeds. Jesus started 
with it. So did Mary, his mother. Likewise, St. Joseph remained faithful to his commitments. Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph were able to do all that God asked them to do because faith and love for God go hand-in-hand with 
commitment. Faith and love for God build commitment to living out one’s faith, and vice versa. 
 
To all those couples preparing for marriage, to all those pursuing becoming nurses and doctors, to all those 
thinking of becoming a priest, begin with commitment! 
 
That’s why we have the sacraments of baptism and confirmation, and why marriage and holy orders also are 
sacraments. They are really, in a sense, sacraments of commitment. Think about that! They are holy moments 
that fill us with the same Spirit which anointed Jesus Christ in his commitment to begin his saving mission. 
 
Think back on our own baptism. Open our ears. Hopefully we will hear the voice of God saying: You are my 
beloved son. On you my favor rests. You are my beloved daughter. On you my favor rests. God’s love and 
mercy enable us to commit ourselves to living as a disciple of Jesus, and give us the grace and strength we need to 
live out this call. 
 
 

All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



January 9, 2022 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,          
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams,  George Behringer,  

Augustin Cisneros,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, 
Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,        
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,           
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,             

Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, 
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,                               

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,        
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                

John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             

Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  

Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez. 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

The Baptism of   
The Lord   

January 9, 2022 
 

      “This is My beloved Son                                    
      in whom I am well pleased”                  

                  

                  Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454 or                                                
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS:  
 

The grace of God has appeared, saving all. 
 

All grace we receive—actual and sanctifying—
comes through God’s kindness, generous love and 

mercy.  Nothing we do merits this gift, or the       
salvation it provides.  Through the sacraments,    
first among them baptism, we are infused with      

the Holy Spirit and made 
heirs in hope of eternal life .      

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners  
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social 

distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary 
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound 
person should be equally comfortable in having the 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit 

their home.  If Extraordinary Ministers are willing, 
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know. 

Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy 
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. A minister will 

be in contact with you to make the necessary      
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister 

on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy  
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when 

you call the rectory. 
 

 

Please be mindful that there are people 
who come to church early in order to 

pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  



Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed before the   
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to           

perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  

ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 
adoration helps us discover the Real   

Presence of Christ. 
 

What a wonderful way to begin our day 

praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 
silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 

 

Please make every effort to take advantage 
of this time with the Lord. We are living in 

challenging times and we all need the 
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 

the courage to live each day. 

 

 
   

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

"From the beginning the Word was a                    
source of life" 

John 1:4 
 

Join us on Thursday, January 13 at 7:30 - 
8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the rectory. 

We will begin the study of  
“Women in the Old Testament”  

   
 

Come and see … meet the members of our group as 
we share the joys of the Gospel.  The Gospel    

readings and study will be conducted using the    
Little Rock Scripture program.                         

Study booklets will be provided. 
 

If you are interested in joining the study group 
or would like further information, please con-

tact us through our email 
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 

at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 

 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture 
All Are Welcome!  

 

The 2022 Mass Intention Book is Now Open 
 

Cannon Law only permits one name per Mass.  We can 
accommodate you by listing the family name,      
(i.e.The Jones Family).  
 

NO Masses will be taken over the phone and no lists will 
be accepted to be picked up later. 
 

All Announced Masses are $15.00 
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00 

Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp and 
Altar Candles) are $60.00 
Altar Flowers are $75.00 

 

Also, please wear a mask when entering the Rectory.      
I thank you in advance for your                                      
cooperation and understanding. 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the    

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time, talent 
and  treasure.  As a faith-filled community, 

we are committed to minister to the       
spiritual, educational and material needs 

of all  people.      

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

Solemnity of Mary 1/1/22       $1,135.00 
Sunday Collection 1/3                             $3,420.00 
Fuel                                                             $703.00 
         
  

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 
 
 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 
 

I received word on Monday, December 20th that 
we reached our goal for the Annual Catholic 

Appeal. We pledged $43,133.00 and paid 
$39,163.00 towards our goal of $41,679.00. 

This could only have been accomplished by the 
generosity of our parishioners and the many 

prayers for the success of this appeal. 
Please know I am so appreciative of all your 

support. 
CONGRATULATIONS to each of you. Please 

be assured of my prayers for each of you. 
 
 
Msgr. Maresca 

 
 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

    

  50/50 Winners  
  December 2021 

 
 

First Prize 
Mrs. Pietro Zuliani 

 

Second Prize 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kerins  

 

Third Prize 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Zilinski  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 

We are planning a 50th reunion for the 
spring/summer of 2023.  We are trying to 

round up contact information for all alumni 
of the Class of ‘73. 

 
Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your 

contact information to  
John Byrnes—bymo7156@gmail.com 

or 
John Ruehl—reuhl1247@gmail.com 

The following students from our parish have       
attained Honor Roll status at 
The Mary Louis Academy  

 
Principal’s List: 

 
First Honors:  Kaitlyn Warren 
 
Second Honors:    Isabella Ortiz 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

January 9 - January 15 
 

 

Sunday, January 9 

8:00am Holy Name Mass 
9:30am-Pre-Confirmation Mass 
9:30am-Children’s Liturgy 
10:40-12noon CCD-SCH 
10:40-Confirmation Class-SCH 
 

Monday, January 10 
12:00-3:30pm-Golden Age Meeting-MCH 
 

Tuesday, January 11 
6:30—7:30pm AA Meeting-SFR 
 

Wednesday, January 12 

7:00pm Baptism Class 
 

Thursday, January 13 
10:00-11:30am-Legion of Mary-SFR 
6:00pm-I.A.C.A.-SFR 
7:30pm Scripture Study-SJoR 
 

Friday, January 14 
 

Saturday, January 15 

 

January 16 - January 22 
 

 

Sunday, January 16 

NO Children’s Liturgy 
NO CCD 
 

Monday, January 17 
Martin Luther King Holiday 
School & Rectory Office Closed 
 

Tuesday, January 18 
6:30—7:30pm AA Meeting-SFR 
 

Wednesday, January 19 

 

Thursday, January 20 
10:00-11:30am-Legion of Mary-SFR 
6:00pm-I.A.C.A.-SFR 
7:30pm Scripture Study-SJoR 
 

Friday, January 21 
 

Saturday, January 22 
 

  














