
SUNDAY,       February 20 –The Seventh Sunday in  
                                                      Ordinary Time                                                 
8:00 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
9:30 A.M.       Elvira Martucci 
11:00 A.M.     Carmela Messina 
12:30 P.M.     Rino DelCarro 
     Eileen Ostermann  
                      Rita Capucci 
                      Maria LoGiudice 
                      Anna Maria Rocca  
                                                                                                                                                           
MONDAY,      February 21 – Saint Peter Damian          
9:00 A.M.       Richard Conlon                          
 
TUESDAY,     February 22 – The Chair of St. Peter                                               
9:00 A.M.        Thomas L. McMahon Sr. 
 
WEDNESDAY, February 23– Saint Polycarp                                             
9:00 A.M.         Frances Gullotti 
 
 

THURSDAY,    February 24 - Weekday                                                                                                       
9:00 A.M.         Mary Amisano 
 
FRIDAY,           February 25 - Weekday                                                  
9:00 A.M.         Frank Mancuso 
  
 

SATURDAY,    February 26—Weekday                                                                                               
9:00 A.M.         Purgatorial Society 
                         Dr. Rosario Gaultieri 
                         Maria Zonzini 
                         Robert Henry 
                         Virginia Timbrook 
                         Roland Timbrook 
                         Serafino Puccio 
 
5:00 P.M.         Tornese Tonio 
 
SUNDAY,         February 27 - The Eighth Sunday in  
                                                        Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                                                                 
8:00 A.M.         Rino DelCarro 

9:30 A.M.         Michael Cilia 
11:00 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.       Giuseppe Restivo 
                         Maria Simone 
                         Rino DelCarro 
                          

Mass Intention 

The  Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
       1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-12, 22-23 
                    1 Corinthians 15:45-49 
        Luke 6:27-38 
 
  

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  James 3:13-18 
   Mark 9:14-29 
                                    
TUESDAY:  1 Peter 5:1-4 
                                    Matthew 16:13-19 
 
WEDNESDAY:           James 4:13-17  
    Mark 9:38-40 
    
THURSDAY:  James 5:1-6 
   Mark 9:41-50 
 
FRIDAY:  James 5:9-12                                              
   Mark 10:1-12 
 
SATURDAY:   James 5:13-20 
                                    Mark 10:13-16 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
   
       Sirach 27:4-7 
                    1 Corinthians 15:54-58 
        Luke 6:39-45 



 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 

Today’s first reading from the Book of Samuel brings us directly into the action. David has 
the chance to put his enemy Saul to death. David’s companion is ready to thrust his spear into 
the sleeping Saul, but David says “No.” His inner sense tells him that it is wrong to harm the 
“the Lord’s anointed.” 
 
What is this inner sense that guided Davis’s decision? We would call this sense his            
conscience, formed out of David’s respect for God’s faithfulness and justice. This inner    
sense is in each of us as well. As we face our own moments of moral decision, our             
conscience, formed on God’s word and teachings, goes into action. It is a treasure worth far 
more than the benefit any temptation might offer.  
 
But, doing the right thing is not all that is asked of us as disciples of Jesus. In today’s Gospel, 
Jesus tells us that we are to be merciful as the Father is merciful. Further, we are not to judge, 
and even more, we are to love those who are enemies or who would harm us in some way. 
What a challenge this is! Not only are we to do the right thing, but we are to make the      
commitment to love others completely. 
 
Jesus seemed to understand the spiritual challenges before those who followed him. He gave 
us the Church with the Holy Spirit to be our guide. Jesus seemed to realize that the spiritual 
journey would be difficult to travel alone. Fortunately, we have each other, and once a week, 
sometimes more frequently, we gather as Church to hear the words of Jesus and receive his 
very Presence in the Eucharist. When our failings humble us, as they often do, we do not give 
up on our desire to be Jesus’ disciples. Instead, we come together to pray, to be forgiven, and 
to be strengthened by Jesus and one another.  
 
As you leave Church today, pay attention to that inner sense that you have your conscience. 
Live in a way that offers compassion, withholds judgment, and extends love toward friend and 
enemy alike. Allow the healing, and all-forgiving love of God to fill your hearts. May God 
bless each of you. 
 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 

Tuesday, February 22, 2022  
The Chair of   

Saint Peter the Apostle 

 

Wednesday, February 23, 2022  
The Feast of   

Saint Polycarp 

Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, disciple of Saint John 
the Apostle and friend of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, 
was a revered Christian leader during the first half of 
the second century. 

Saint Ignatius, on his way to Rome to be martyred, 
visited Polycarp at Smyrna, and later at Troas wrote 
him a personal letter. The Asia Minor Churches rec-
ognized Polycarp’s leadership by choosing him as a 
representative to discuss with Pope Anicetus the 
date of the Easter celebration in Rome—a major 
controversy in the early Church. 

Only one of the many letters written by Polycarp has 
been preserved, the one he wrote to the Church of 
Philippi in Macedonia. 

At 86, Polycarp was led into the crowded Smyrna 
stadium to be burned alive. The flames did not harm 
him and he was finally killed by a dagger. The cen-
turion ordered the saint’s body burned. The “Acts” 
of Polycarp’s martyrdom are the earliest preserved, 
fully reliable account of a Christian martyr’s death. 
He died in 155. 

Polycarp was recognized as a Christian leader by all 
Asia Minor Christians—a strong fortress of faith 
and loyalty to Jesus Christ. His own strength 
emerged from his trust in God, even when events 
contradicted this trust. Living among pagans and 
under a government opposed to the new religion, he 
led and fed his flock. Like the Good Shepherd, he 
laid down his life for his sheep and kept them from 
more persecution in Smyrna. He summarized his 
trust in God just before he died: “Father… I bless 
Thee, for having made me worthy of the day and the 
hour…” (Acts of Martyrdom, Chapter 14). 

This feast commemorates Christ’s choosing Peter to 
sit in his place as the servant-authority of the whole 
Church.  After the “lost weekend” of pain, doubt, 
and self-torment, Peter hears the Good News.     
Angels at the tomb say to Magdalene, “The Lord 
has risen! Go, tell his disciples and Peter.” John  
relates that when he and Peter ran to the tomb, the 
younger outraced the older, then waited for him. 
Peter entered, saw the wrappings on the ground, the 
headpiece rolled up in a place by itself. John saw 
and believed. But he adds a reminder: “…[T]hey 
did not yet understand the scripture that he had to 
rise from the dead” (John 20:9). They went home. 
There the  impossible idea became reality. Jesus 
appeared to them as they waited fearfully behind 
locked doors. “Peace be with you,” he said (John 
20:21b), and they rejoiced.  The Pentecost event 
completed Peter’s experience of the risen Christ.   
Only then can Peter fulfill the task Jesus had given 
him: “… [O]nce you have turned back, you must 
strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:32). He at once 
becomes the spokesman for the Twelve about their 
experience of the Holy Spirit—before those who 
wished to quash their preaching, before the Council 
of Jerusalem, for the community in the problem of 
Ananias and Sapphira. He is the first to preach the 
Good News to the Gentiles. The healing power of 
Jesus in him is well attested: the raising of Tabitha 
from the dead, the cure of the crippled beggar. Peo-
ple carry the sick into the streets so that when Peter 
passed his shadow might fall on them.  At the end 
of John’s Gospel, Jesus says to Peter, “Amen, 
amen, I say to you, when you were younger, you 
used to dress yourself and go where you wanted; 
but when you grow old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and someone else will dress you and lead 
you where you do not want to go” (John 21:18). 
What Jesus said indicated the sort of death by 
which Peter was to glorify God. On Vatican Hill, in 
Rome, during the reign of Nero, Peter did glorify 
his Lord with a martyr’s death. 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,          
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams,  George Behringer,  

Augustin Cisneros,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, 
Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,        
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,           
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,             

Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, 
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,                               

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,        
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                

John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             

Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  

Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez, and                         
Sumiko Tanaka Hennessy. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 
 

 

The Seventh Sunday   
In Ordinary Time 
February 20, 2022 

 

        “I give you a new                        
              commandment says the Lord:  
                   love one another as I have loved you”                            
                    

             Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454 or                                                
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

 
FOCUS:  

 

We are called to bear Christ’s merciful image. 
 

The Lord delivers Saul into David’s hands, and yet 
David chooses not to kill but to show mercy.  As 

followers of Christ, we are called to love even our 
enemies and treat them as we would want them to 

treat us.  We are asked to ignore our natural          
inclinations toward revenge and recompense, and 

instead choose forgiveness and generosity—to    
conform ourselves to Christ.   

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners  
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social 

distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary 
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound 
person should be equally comfortable in having the 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit 

their home.  If Extraordinary Ministers are willing, 
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know. 

Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy 
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. A minister will 

be in contact with you to make the necessary      
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister 

on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy  
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when 

you call the rectory. 
 

 

Please be mindful that there are people 
who come to church early in order      

to pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  



 

ALTAR BREAD  
 In Loving Memory 

of  
 William G. LeDone 

  Requested by: 

 John & Sandy 
Sucich 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed before the   
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to           

perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  

ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 
adoration helps us discover the Real   

Presence of Christ. 
 

What a wonderful way to begin our day 

praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 
silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 

 

Please make every effort to take advantage 
of this time with the Lord. We are living in 

challenging times and we all need the 
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 

the courage to live each day. 

 

Memorials for the Week of   
February 20, 2022 

 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the    

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time, talent 
and  treasure.  As a faith-filled community, 

we are committed to minister to the       
spiritual, educational and material      

needs of all  people.      

 
 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 



St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
Sunday Collection 2/12-13                    $3,503.00 
2nd Collection-Fuel                                  $907.00 
                           
  

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 

We are planning a 50th reunion for the 
spring/summer of 2023.  We are trying to 

round up contact information for all  
alumni of the Class of ‘73. 

 
Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your 

contact information to  
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 

or 
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The  Speech and Hearing Center at 

St. John’s University will be offering 
FREE speech and hearing screenings and 

“Hearing Aid Help.” 
 

Please call the center at (718) 990-6480 to 
schedule at appointment.   

 
The center is located at  

 
152-11 Union Turnpike 

Flushing, NY      
 

In observance of Presidents Day,  
the Rectory office will be closed all day 

Monday, February 21, 2022. 
 

The office will reopen on Tuesday,   
February 22, at 9:00AM. 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

February 20—February 26  
 
 

Sunday, February 20 
NO Children’s Liturgy 
NO  CCD 

 

Monday, February 21 
PRESIDENTS’ DAY—SCHOOL & RECTORY            
CLOSED ALL DAY 

 

Tuesday, February 22 
RECTORY-NO EVENING HOURS 
SCHOOL-CLOSED 

 

Wednesday, February 23 
RECTORY-NO EVENING HOURS 
SCHOOL-CLOSED 

 

Thursday, February 24 
RECTORY-NO EVENING HOURS 
SCHOOL-CLOSED 

 

Friday, February 25 
RECTORY-NO EVENING HOURS 
SCHOOL-CLOSED 

 

Saturday, February 26 
 

 

February 27—March 5  
 
 

Sunday, February 27 
NO Children’s Liturgy 
NO  CCD 
1:30PM—BAPTISMS 

 

Monday, February 28 
12:00-3:00PM Golden Age 
 

Tuesday, March 1 
6:30PM AA Meeting—- SFR 

 

Wednesday, March 2 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
7:00AM Mass 
9:00AM Mass 
12:00Noon—Prayer Service 
3:00PM—Prayer Service 
7:30PM Mass 

 

Thursday, March 3 
10:00-11:30am—Legion of Mary 
6:00pm—I.A.C.A. 
7:30pm Scripture Study 

 

Friday, March 4 
7:30 Stations of the Cross 

 

Saturday, March 5 
9:00am Anointing Mass 

  

 
 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 










