
SUNDAY,        March 13 –The Second Sunday of Lent                                             
8:00 A.M.       Holy Name Society 
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     James Power 
12:30 P.M.     Rosa Sferrazza 
     Rino Del Carro 
                      Maria Zonzini 
                      Mario Milevoi 
                      Francesco Magnani 
                                                                                                                                                                                 
MONDAY,      March 14 – Weekday           
9:00 A.M.        Mario Barbacello                          
 
TUESDAY,      March 15– Weekday                                               
9:00 A.M.        Meta D. McMahon 
 
WEDNESDAY, March 16– Weekday                                 
9:00 A.M.        Deceased Members of the 
                            Maresca Family 
 
 

THURSDAY,    March 17 - Weekday                                                                                                       
9:00 A.M.       Dann Scaavedra 
 
FRIDAY,           March 18 - Weekday                                                  
9:00 A.M.       The DelGreco Family 
  
 

SATURDAY,    March 19—Feast of St. Joseph                                                                                               
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                       Josip Vlakancic 
                       John Kerrigan 
                       Yury Lubersky 
                          
5:00 P.M.       The Devane Family 
 
SUNDAY,         March 20 - The Third Sunday of Lent                                                                                                                                                                                            
8:00 A.M.        For the People of St. Francis 

9:30 A.M.        Anthony Cambareri 
11:00 A.M.      Michael Mangialino 
12:30 P.M.      In Honor of St. Joseph 
                           
 

Mass Intention 

The  Second Sunday of Lent 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

The Second Sunday of Lent 
   
        Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18 
                     Philippians 3:17-4:1 
        Luke 9:28b-36 
  

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  Daniel 9:4b-10 
   Luke 6:36-38 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Isaiah 1:10, 16-20 
                                   Matthew 23:1-12 
 
WEDNESDAY:           Jeremiah 18:18-20 
                                    Matthew 20:17-28 
    
THURSDAY:  Jeremiah 17:5-10 
   Luke 16:19-31 
 
FRIDAY:  Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a                                             
   Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46 
 
SATURDAY:   2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 23-14a, 16 
                                    Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22 
                                    Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Third Sunday of Lent  
   
        Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15 
                     1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 
        Luke 13:1-9 
  
      



 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
We live in a time when excellence and perfection are much sought after when it comes to the things of this 
world, but can be ignored when it comes to our spiritual lives. For example, it is a great American goal to 
have a perfect body. But how many of those perfect body figures do you see every day? 
 
The pursuit of perfection is likewise true with regard to our intellectual faculties. Getting an excellent          
education is quite laudable. Academic achievement comes at a high cost. But what of moral perfection, and 
moral excellence? If our humanity is to be transfigured, and if Christ’s transfiguration is an icon of that goal, 
then what do we need to do? 
 
We find a great deal of conflict in this area. What sort of values are presented to our children? What images 
are put in front of their eyes? We are surrounded by people who seem to lack a moral compass. 
 
Consider the main characters in today’s Gospel account of the Transfiguration. Moses was engaged in a     
tremendous struggle to free his people from a pleasure principle. God brought them out of slavery in Egypt 
and gave them freedom. But they did not want to carry the weight of freedom with all its burdensome moral 
choices. So they rebelled and wanted to return to the fleshpots of Egypt. They would have to live in slavery, 
but at least they would be more comfortable than they were out there in the desert. The freedom and life of 
God wanted to give them was simply too costly, they felt. 
 
Self-sacrifice and discipline are the price we pay for creativity, personal growth and transformation. The 
greatest of our artists, poets, musicians and moral leaders give testimony to that fact.  
 
We increase our intellectual capacities only through self-sacrifice, times of study and difficult exams. Should 
we expect otherwise when it comes to moral and spiritual growth? Yet, we treat morality as if it should come 
naturally. 
 
And if acting morally causes us great discomfort, embarrassment or even pain? Well, we sometimes opt for a 
quick fix that doesn’t cost us anything when it comes to time and commitment of our energy. 
 
The Transfiguration is meaningless if we do not understand the context: Jesus was about to suffer and die in 
order to release God’s transforming power unto humanity. The whole of Christ’s life is meaningless unless it 
points to the meaning of suffering. Of all the great founders of religions, only Jesus Christ enters into         
suffering, loss, pain and even death in order to lead us through it into the resurrection and a higher and better 
life. Transcendence comes only through death and resurrection. That’s the guts of Christianity, a religion that 
goes way beyond simply being “nice.” 
 
As we move through Lent toward Easter, have courage. Make the hard decisions. Move away from merely 
being comfortable and embrace the cost of discipleship. There will, of course, be many Herods and Pilates to 
judge you and mock you. But, if you are in Christ, then you must live his life and enter into the cost of 
growth, transformation and transcendence. History shows us that this upward climb is the only way to achieve 
nobility, beauty and God likeness. 
 

All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 





 

What are you doing for Lent? 
 

To help us during our Lenten journey, the          
following opportunities will be taking place in our 
parish. 
 
1. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes 

place each morning at 8:00AM Monday 
through Saturday. 

 
2.  Mass is celebrated each morning at 9:00AM  
     Monday through Saturday. 
 
3.  Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday 
    during Lent at 7:30PM and will conclude with 
    Benediction. 
 
4.  Confessions are heard every Saturday from 
     4:00 to 4:30PM every Saturday. 
 
5.  Reconciliation Monday is April 11th.  Every  
     Church in our Diocese, the Archdiocese of New   
     York and the Diocese of Rockville Centre will   
     be hearing confessions.  We will be hearing            
     confessions from 3:00 to 5:00PM and 7:00 to 
     9:00PM.  What a wonderful experience to  
     receive the mercy of Christ in this great 
     sacrament.     
 
6.  The Bible and The Mass, a six week course      
      begins on March 3rd at 9:45AM in the  
      Religious Education office in the rectory  
      basement.  
 
7.  Our Parish Lenten Mission will take place from  
     Monday, March 28th to Thursday, March 31st.   
     The Mission will take place at the 9:00AM Mass   
     in the morning and again at 7:30PM.  Fr. Lee 
     Havey will be giving the Mission.  All are invited.     
 

 
 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 
 
 
 

Please mark your calendars for our  
Parish Lenten Mission 

which takes place beginning Monday,   
March 28th, to Thursday, March 31st.  

 

The mission will take place at the 9:00AM Mass in 
the morning and again at 7:30PM. Fr. Lee Havey 

will be giving the mission. 
 

All are invited to join us. 

If anyone  would like to make a donation or 
memorialize the  
Pascal Candle, 

please stop by the rectory and speak with 
Marybeth.  

 

Easter 
Candle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER CANDLE DONATIONS 
 

In Loving Memory of Michael Mangialino 
In Loving Memory of Rose & Denis Sweeney 
In Loving Memory of Lucia & Ralph Borgia 

In Loving Memory of John Purich  
In Loving Memory of Veronica Gordon 
In Loving Memory of Charles Gordon  

 



 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,          
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams,  George Behringer,  

Augustin Cisneros,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, 
Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,        
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,           
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,             

Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, 
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,                               

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,        
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                

John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             

Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  

Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez, and                         
Sumiko Tanaka Hennessy. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

The Second Sunday   
of Lent 

March 13, 2022 
 

   “The word is near you,                                   
in your heart and on your lips”                           
                    

    Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454 or                                                
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

FOCUS:  
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom 
should I fear?  The psalmist writes that his heart 

speaks of him, and his eyes look for him.  The Lord 
is his helper who awaits him in the land of the living 
where he shall see his bounty.  This psalm of praise 

compliments each of our readings today: in the 
promise to Abraham, the words of Saint Paul, and 

the shining vision of Christ’s glorified body.  All of 
these Scriptures witness to the Good News we have 
been given, that the Lord is indeed our refuge and 

we have nothing to fear. 

 

Please be mindful that there are people 
who come to church early in order      

to pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,   
gathers in worship and witnesses the    

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each  person’s gift of time, talent 
and  treasure.  As a faith-filled community, 

we are committed to minister to the       
spiritual, educational and material needs 

of all  people.      

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 



Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place 
before the 9:00AM Mass. The Blessed Sacrament 

will be exposed at 8:00AM each morning, Monday 
through Saturday, giving parishioners an             

opportunity for private prayer before the Lord in 
the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 8:30AM the rosary 

will be prayed by parishioners before the Blessed            
Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed Sacrament 
will be reposed before the 9:00AM Mass. Jesus 
calls us to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  

ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic adoration 
helps us discover the Real Presence of Christ. 

 

What a wonderful way to begin our day praying 
before the Blessed Sacrament in silence or praying 

the Holy Rosary. 
 

Please make every effort to take advantage of this 
time with the Lord. We are living in challenging 
times and we all need the Lord to strengthen our 

faith and give us the courage to live each day. 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

"From the beginning the Word was a source of life" 
John 1:4 

 

Join us on Thursday, March 17 at 7:30 - 
8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the rectory. 

The study is on “Women in the                    
Old Testament.”  Chapter 7 will discuss   

Women, Image of God: 
Eve, Wisdom/Sophia.  

   

 

Come and see … meet the members of our group as 
we share the wisdom of God in holy scripture. The 
Gospel readings and study will be conducted using 

the Little Rock Scripture program.                         
Study booklets will be provided. 

 

If you are interested in joining the study group 
or would like further information, please con-

tact us through our email 
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 

at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 

 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture 
All Are Welcome!  

  

Memorials for the Week of   
March 13, 2022 

ALTAR WINE 
   In Loving Memory of 

    James Power  
Requested by: 

Nanette, James & 
Kevin Power 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
In Loving Memory of 

Joseph Massa         
Requested by: 

Pasquale Massa 

1st Time: 
 

Alyssa Zulijani 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Astoria, NY 
 

And 
 

Christopher Massetti 
St. Raymond RC Church  

Bronx, NY 

 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
Sunday Collection 3/5-6                    $6,514.00 
  Second Collection—Fuel                    $722.00 
 

 School parents must use church envelopes. 

 

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn  
 

For each car, truck or van, running or not,  
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per 

vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a  
family member, friend or neighbor has an old or  

neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would 
like to dispose of.   

 
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at  

(718) 491-2525. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 

We are planning a 50th reunion for the 
spring/summer of 2023.  We are trying to 

round up contact information for all  
alumni of the Class of ‘73. 

 
Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your 

contact information to  
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 

or 
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The  Speech and Hearing Center at 
St. John’s University will be offering  

FREE speech and hearing screenings and 
“Hearing Aid Help.” 

 

Please call the center at (718) 990-6480 to 
schedule at appointment.   

 

The center is located at  
 

152-11 Union Turnpike 
Flushing, NY      

40 Days for Life – Spring Campaign 
 

Want to be part of saving lives? Your prayer and     
presence is needed! We are gearing up for our 

Spring 40 Days for Life campaign beginning on 
Ash Wednesday, March 2nd and ending on Palm 

Sunday, April 10th . We seek to end abortion     
locally through prayer, fasting, community        

outreach and a peaceful witness in front of abortion 
facilities. For more information see 
www.40daysforlife.com or contact 

40DaysSI@gmail.com. 
 

Brooklyn 
 

 44 Court St 6th Floor 6th Floor 
 541 Clarkson Ave. 
 

Manhattan 
 

 26 Bleecker St. 
 800 Second Avenue, 6th floor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you or someone you know are mourning the 
death of a loved one and are having a hard time 
coping with daily events, you may find some   

comfort by attending our meetings. 
 

We meet in the Meeting Room located down the 
stairs in the back of the Rectory located at  

21-17 45th Street. 
 

Please call the St. Francis Rectory office at      
(718) 728-7801 if you wish to attend or need    

more information.  

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Bereavement Support 

Group 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

March 13—March 19  
 
 

Sunday, March 13 
8:00AM—Holy Name Mass 
9:30AM - Pre-Communion Mass 
10:40-12:00 noon  CCD—School 

 

Monday, March 14 
12:00-3:30PM Golden Age 
 

Tuesday, March 15 
6:30PM AA Meeting—- SFR 

 

Wednesday, March 16 
7:00PM Bereavement Group 

 

Thursday, March 17 
10:00-11:30AM—Legion of Mary 
6:00PM—I.A.C.A. 
7:30PM Scripture Study 

 

Friday, March 18 
7:30PM Stations of the Cross 

 

Saturday, March 19 
  

 

March 20—March 26  
 
 

Sunday, March 20 
9:30AM - Children’s Liturgy—MCH 
10:40-12:00 noon  CCD—School 

 

Monday, March 21 
12:00-3:30PM Golden Age 
 

Tuesday, March 22 
6:30PM AA Meeting—- SFR 

 

Wednesday, March 23 
7:00PM Bereavement Group 

 

Thursday, March 24 
10:00-11:30AM—Legion of Mary 
6:00PM—I.A.C.A. 
7:30PM Scripture Study 

 

Friday, March 25 
7:30PM Stations of the Cross 

 

Saturday, March 26 
  

  

Third Sunday of Lent Third Sunday of Lent Second Sunday of Lent 









God and Father of All Gifts, we praise you, the source of all who we are. Teach us to acknowledge   
always with generous gratitude the many good things your infinite love has given us, as together we    

support the work of the Church in Brooklyn and Queens. 
 

Open our hearts that we may answer your call to follow the message of the Gospel as disciples in love 
and service, so that all may come to know You by the example of our faith and good works.  

 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.        AMEN 

APPEAL PRAYER 










