The Third Sunday of Lent

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

March 20 –The Third Sunday of Lent
For the People of St. Francis
Anthony Cambareri
Michael Mangialino
In Honor of St. Joseph

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

March 21 – Weekday
Carol Kanwischer

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

March 22– Weekday
Franje Turkovic

WEDNESDAY, March 23– Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Maria Shipley
THURSDAY, March 24 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Joseph Genovese
FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

March 25 - The Annunciation of
The Lord—Solemnity
Marko Muskardin

SATURDAY, March 26 – Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Kathleen Lynch
Steven Duran
Joseph Santagato Sr.
Stathy Tripis
5:00 P.M.

Patrick Farrell

SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

March 27 - The Fourth Sunday of Lent
Elizabeth Papagno
Thomas Antonaccio
For the People of St. Francis
Diego Piazza
Rino Del Carro
Nina Seiarrino
Carmela Acquista
Rose Accetta

Today’s Readings
The Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15
1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12
Luke 13:1-9

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

2 Kings 5:1-5ab
Luke 4:24-30

TUESDAY:

Daniel 3:25, 34-43
Matthew 18:21-35

WEDNESDAY:

Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9
Matthew 5:17-19

THURSDAY:

Jeremiah 7:23-28
Luke 11:14-23

FRIDAY:

Isaiah 7:10-14, 8:10
Hebrews 10:4-10
Luke 1:26-38

SATURDAY:

Hosea 6:1-6
Luke 18:9-14

The Fourth Sunday of Lent
Joshua 5:9a, 10-12
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

My Dear Parishioners,
Each of us is familiar with at least one if not several of what we might call “God moments” in which
God reveals himself in Sacred Scripture. One of the most well-known was brought to life on the big
screen in Cecil B. DeMille’s The Ten Commandments. We find this profound God moment in today’s
first reading from Exodus. Here we read of Moses’ encounter with God speaking to him from a
burning bush that was not being consumed by the flames! Wouldn’t we give anything to witness
such a profound God moment?
The reality is, when we witness the birth of a child or that child’s baptism we witness a most
profound God moment. When we lovingly prepare a special meal for our family or serve the
homeless a warm meal, we witness a most profound God moment. There are so many ways that we
experience a most profound God moment.
We must not allow ourselves to think that all the God moments have passed by. These profound holy
moments of God’s love intersecting in our lives play out every day. We must be attentive. We must
not grumble like an unbeliever, rather, we must till the soil and fertilize around the fig tree in hopes it
will produce abundant fruit.
Lent is a time of tossing off whatever hinders us from being good fertilizer, that is, from being the
nourishment someone in our life needs in order to find their way back to Christ. To do this, it is good
to remember those who have been good fertilizer, good pruners, in our own lives. Think of a parent,
grandparent, a neighbor, a teacher, a priest, a religious sister, a pastor, who brought holy moments,
God moments, into our lives.
As believers in God’s unconditional love for us, we know all of God’s holy moments have not passed
us by. Every time we gather for Mass, we celebrate one of the most profound God moments known
to humankind, and are invited to partake in one of the most profound ways that God is present to us.
In Holy Communion, Christ who is really and truly present nourishes us with the gift of himself. We
come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Christ, so that we may be drawn closer to the Lord
Jesus and then share his light and love with others by the witness of our lives.
Let us be open to the many and varied ways that God wants to work in and through us, so that others
might experience God’s love for them in and through our actions.

All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

March 25, 2022

Please mark your calendars for our
Parish Lenten Mission
which takes place beginning Monday,
March 28th, to Thursday, March 31st.

What are you doing for Lent?

The mission will take place at the 9:00AM Mass in
the morning and again at 7:30PM. Fr. Lee Havey
will be giving the mission.

To help us during our Lenten journey, the
following opportunities will be taking place in our
parish.

All are invited to join us.

1. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place each morning at 8:00AM Monday
through Saturday.
2. Mass is celebrated each morning at 9:00AM
Monday through Saturday.
3. Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday
during Lent at 7:30PM and will conclude with
Benediction.
4. Confessions are heard every Saturday from
4:00 to 4:30PM every Saturday.
5. Reconciliation Monday is April 11th. Every
Church in our Diocese, the Archdiocese of New
York and the Diocese of Rockville Centre will
be hearing confessions. We will be hearing
confessions from 3:00 to 5:00PM and 7:00 to
9:00PM. What a wonderful experience to
receive the mercy of Christ in this great
sacrament.
6. The Bible and The Mass, a six week course
begins on March 3rd at 9:45AM in the
Religious Education office in the rectory
basement.
7. Our Parish Lenten Mission will take place from
Monday, March 28th to Thursday, March 31st.
The Mission will take place at the 9:00AM Mass
in the morning and again at 7:30PM. Fr. Lee
Havey will be giving the Mission. All are invited.

Easter
Candle
If anyone would like to make a donation or
memorialize the
Pascal Candle,
please stop by the rectory and speak with
Marybeth.

EASTER CANDLE DONATIONS
In Loving Memory of Michael Mangialino
In Loving Memory of Rose & Denis Sweeney
In Loving Memory of Lucia & Ralph Borgia
In Loving Memory of John Purich
In Loving Memory of Veronica Gordon
In Loving Memory of Charles Gordon
In Loving Memory of William LeDone
In Loving Memory of Rita & Ralph Maresca
In Loving Memory of Concetta Saraceni
In Loving Memory of Giuseppe Saraceni

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, George Behringer,
Augustin Cisneros, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,
Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss,
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez, Sumiko Tanaka
Hennessy and Raphaela Abela.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus,
gathers in worship and witnesses the
Gospel message. The parish values and
welcomes each person’s gift of time, talent
and treasure. As a faith-filled community,
we are committed to minister to the
spiritual, educational and material needs
of all people.

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Please be mindful that there are people
who come to church early in order
to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

The Third Sunday
of Lent
March 20, 2022
“I AM has sent me to you”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

FOCUS:
God offers everyone salvation and freedom: it is an
offer we are free to accept or reject.
Today’s readings remind us that salvation and
eternal life with god require our repentance
from sin and turning away from our old ways
to embrace a new life with Him. He invites us
to participate in His mission and bear fruit for
the kingdom. The offer, however, remains
ours to accept or reject.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place
before the 9:00AM Mass. The Blessed Sacrament
will be exposed at 8:00AM each morning, Monday
through Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament. At 8:30AM the rosary
will be prayed by parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed Sacrament
will be reposed before the 9:00AM Mass. Jesus
calls us to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic adoration
helps us discover the Real Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day praying
before the Blessed Sacrament in silence or praying
the Holy Rosary.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME

Please make every effort to take advantage of this
time with the Lord. We are living in challenging
times and we all need the Lord to strengthen our
faith and give us the courage to live each day.

"From the beginning the Word was a source of life"
John 1:4

Join us on Thursday, March 24 at 7:30 8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the rectory.
The study is on “Women in the
Old Testament.” Chapter 8 will discuss
Women, of Courage and Strength:
Judith and Susanna.
Come and see … meet the members of our group as
we share the wisdom of God in holy scripture. The
Gospel readings and study will be conducted using
the Little Rock Scripture program.
Study booklets will be provided.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information, please contact us through our email
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory
at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture
All Are Welcome!

2nd Time:
Alyssa Zulijani
St. Francis of Assisi
Astoria, NY
And
Christopher Massetti
St. Raymond RC Church
Bronx, NY

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
Sunday Collection 3/12-13
Second Collection—Fuel

$3,278.00
$1082.00

Next weekend, March 26th and 27th, the second
collection will be for Catholic Relief Services.
Please be as generous as your means allow.

40 Days for Life – Spring Campaign
Want to be part of saving lives? Your prayer and
presence is needed! We are gearing up for our
Spring 40 Days for Life campaign beginning on
Ash Wednesday, March 2nd and ending on Palm
Sunday, April 10th . We seek to end abortion
locally through prayer, fasting, community
outreach and a peaceful witness in front of abortion
facilities. For more information see
www.40daysforlife.com or contact
40DaysSI@gmail.com.
Brooklyn
44 Court St 6th Floor 6th Floor
541 Clarkson Ave.
Manhattan

Easter Mass Remembrance Envelopes
Easter Mass Remembrance envelopes can be
returned in any collection before Easter. The names
of your loved ones, living or deceased, will be
remembered at the Easter Novena of Mass
celebrated Easter week.

Easter Flower Offering Envelopes
Easter Flower Offering envelopes can be returned
in any collection.
Please clearly PRINT the names as we will be
listing the names in our Bulletin.

26 Bleecker St.
800 Second Avenue, 6th floor

St. Francis of Assisi
Bereavement Support
If you or someone you know are mourning the
death of a loved one and are having a hard time
coping with daily events, you may find some
comfort by attending our meetings.
We meet in the Meeting Room located down the
stairs in the back of the Rectory located at
21-17 45th Street.
Please call the St. Francis Rectory office at
(718) 728-7801 if you wish to attend or need
more information.

The Speech and Hearing Center at
St. John’s University will be offering
FREE speech and hearing screenings and
“Hearing Aid Help.”
Please call the center at (718) 990-6480 to
schedule at appointment.
The center is located at
152-11 Union Turnpike
Flushing, NY

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
For each car, truck or van, running or not,
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per
vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a
family member, friend or neighbor has an old or
neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would
like to dispose of.
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at
(718) 491-2525.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

March 20—March 26

March 27—April 2

Sunday, March 20

9:30AM - Children’s Liturgy—MCH
10:40-12:00 noon CCD—School

Monday, March 21
12:00-3:30PM Golden Age

Tuesday, March 22

6:30PM AA Meeting—- SFR
7:30PM Knights of Columbus Meeting—SJR

Wednesday, March 23

Sunday, March 27

9:30AM - Children’s Liturgy—MCH
10:40-12:00 noon CCD—School
1:30 Baptisms

Monday, March 28
12:00-3:30PM Golden Age

Tuesday, March 29
6:30PM AA Meeting—- SFR

Wednesday, March 30

7:00PM Bereavement Group

7:00PM Bereavement Group

Thursday, March 24

Thursday, March 31

10:00-11:30AM—Legion of Mary
6:00PM—I.A.C.A.
7:30PM Scripture Study

10:00-11:30AM—Legion of Mary
6:00PM—I.A.C.A.
7:30PM Scripture Study

Friday, March 25

Friday, April 1

Saturday, March 26

Saturday, April 2

7:30PM Stations of the Cross

Third
ThirdSunday
Sundayof
ofLent
Lent

7:30PM Stations of the Cross

9:00AM Mass—Anointing Mass

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Academy News
We are happy to announce that the 8th graders have been accepted into the high schools of their choice.
As part of the Academy’s service project during Catholic Schools Week, “God’s Love We Deliver”, the
students raised $1,467 for this charity helping people with various life-altering illnesses who are unable to
shop or cook for themselves. We are so grateful to the students and their parents who have helped to make
this a successful fund-raiser. Our 8th graders were the top fundraising class and they celebrated with an icecream party.
Our biggest fundraiser for the Academy, the Candy Sale, has been an overwhelming “sweet” success. With
their hard work and dedication, the students sold all the boxes of candy. Our top two sellers were Graziella
Arminio and Giana DiNome. Our top class was the 6th grade. We appreciate everyone’s help with making this
another successful year to help our Academy!
Congratulations to our “family tuition raffle” winner – the Krokos family!

Prayer for Ukraine

APPEAL PRAYER
God and Father of All Gifts, we praise you, the source of all who we are. Teach us to acknowledge
always with generous gratitude the many good things your infinite love has given us, as together we
support the work of the Church in Brooklyn and Queens.
Open our hearts that we may answer your call to follow the message of the Gospel as disciples in love
and service, so that all may come to know You by the example of our faith and good works.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
AMEN

