The First Sunday of Lent

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

March 6 –The First Sunday of Lent
Joseph Cseri
Otavia Silletti
The Masluk Family
Ausilia Iele
Rino Del Carro
William LeDone

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

March 7 – Weekday
Lillian Ghirardi

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

March 8– Weekday
Minas Polyehronakis

Today’s Readings
The First Sunday of Lent
Deuteronomy 26:4-10
Romans 10:8-13
Luke 4:1-13

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18
Matthew 25:31-46

WEDNESDAY, March 9– Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Jaga Turkovic

TUESDAY:

Isaiah 55:10-11
Matthew 6:7-15

THURSDAY, March 10 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
The McHale Family

WEDNESDAY:

Jonah 3:1-10
Luke 11:29-32

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

THURSDAY:

Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25
Matthew 7:7-12

FRIDAY:

Ezekiel 18:21-28
Matthew 5:20-26

SATURDAY:

Deuteronomy 26:16-19
Matthew 5:43-48

March 11 - Weekday
Patricia Cremin

SATURDAY, March 12—Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Maureen McMahon
MaryLou Simeone
Marie Rauch
5:00 P.M.

Sister Agnes

SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

March 13 - The Second Sunday of Lent
Holy Name Society
For the People of St. Francis
James Power
Rosa Sferrazza
Rino DelCarro
Maria Zonzini
Mario Milevoi
Francesco Magnani

The Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Luke 9:28b-36

My Dear Parishioners,
As we begin the season of Lent, Our Gospel today is one that is familiar to all of us. In the
desert, we must remember that Jesus is fully human, in all things but sin. In the desert, Jesus
was tempted by bodily desires. He was tempted by power. He was tempted by the desire to
amaze others.
If Jesus wanted to turn a stone into bread, he could have. Jesus turned water into wine to help
friends celebrate a marriage, but he did not use this power to satisfy himself.
Jesus is certainly entitled to hold power over all the nations of the earth and how we wish he
would! Yet he calls us to choose to honor him. Jesus does not force our devotion through
power or amazement, he honors our freedom. During Holy Week, we will read the Passion
narrative, where Jesus reminds Pontius Pilate that his power comes from God. He honors our
freedom to the point of accepting torture and death on a cross.
So what does this story have to do with us, especially on this First Sunday of Lent? Often, our
temptations stem from sin and selfishness manifested in a sense of entitlement. We feel
entitled to many things in life, to rich food and other bodily pleasures, and we often have the
means to get what we want. Yet, during Lent, we are called to fast and abstain. Even when it
is not Lent, we are called at least to moderation. Beyond that, we can follow Jesus and use our
gifts to satisfy the needs of others for food, water, basic health care and shelter. We, too, can
move from entitlement to moderation, and then to service.
In our families and workplaces, we often feel entitled to force our opinions, beliefs, and way
of doing things onto others. We may “know better” than our children or spouses, our
coworkers or employees. Yet how often does this sense of entitlement cause a strain on
marriages and relationships with children and friends when we give orders instead of
suggestions? When we impinge on the freedom of others, we can become like dictators who
are served, not loved. We are called to let go of a sense of entitlement so we may give of
ourselves more generously in service to others, and so that others can be free to share their
gifts and talents as well.
In this first week of Lent, let us examine how our personal lives and relationships might be
colored by a sense of entitlement. May we strive this Lent to pour ourselves out in love and
service to our neighbor, so that we might imitate God, and show forth our faith and love for
God.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

Welcome New Parishioners
We welcome those who registered in our parish during
the month of February 2022.

Matthew & Kimberly Kelly
James & Kerry Flores
Robert & Dorothy Gaffney

Purgatorials
The following names have been enrolled in our Purgatorial
Society for the month of February 2022. Please remember to
continue to pray for their families.

Milan Duras

Recently Deceased
The following have passed away during the month of February 2022.
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish.

Onofrio Ugenti
Maryann Rocca
Timothy Bakker
Albert Emigholz
Carlos Marin

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic community that is centered in Jesus, gathers in
worship and witnesses the Gospel message. The parish values and welcomes each
person’s gift of time, talent and treasure. As a faith-filled community, we are committed
to minister to the spiritual, educational and material needs of all people.

Please mark your calendars for our
Parish Lenten Mission
Which will take place beginning Monday,
March 28th, to Thursday, March 31st.

What are you doing for Lent?

The mission will take place at the 9:00AM Mass in
the morning and again at 7:30PM. Fr. Lee Havey
will be giving the mission.

To help us during our Lenten journey, the
following opportunities will be taking place in our
parish.

All are invited to join us.

1. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place each morning at 8:00AM Monday
through Saturday.
2. Mass is celebrated each morning at 9:00AM
Monday through Saturday.
3. Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday
during Lent at 7:30PM and will conclude with
Benediction.
4. Confessions are heard every Saturday from
4:00 to 4:30PM every Saturday.
5. Reconciliation Monday is April 11th. Every
Church in our Diocese, the Archdiocese of New
York and the Diocese of Rockville Centre will
be hearing confessions. We will be hearing
confessions from 3:00 to 5:00PM and 7:00 to
9:00PM. What a wonderful experience to
receive the mercy of Christ in this great
sacrament.
6. The Bible and The Mass, a six week course
begins on March 3rd at 9:45AM in the
Religious Education office in the rectory
basement.
7. Our Parish Lenten Mission will take place from
Monday, March 28th to Thursday, March 31st.
The Mission will take place at the 9:00AM Mass
in the morning and again at 7:30PM. Fr. Lee
Havey will be giving the Mission. All are invited.

Easter
Candle
If anyone would like to make a donation or
memorialize the
Pascal Candle,
please stop by the rectory and speak with
Marybeth.

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, George Behringer,
Augustin Cisneros, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,
Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss,
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez, and
Sumiko Tanaka Hennessy.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

Please be mindful that there are people
who come to church early in order
to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

The First Sunday
of Lent
March 6, 2022
“The word is near you,
in your heart and on your lips”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org
FOCUS:
Faithfulness to God is rewarded with
grace and strength.

The Church has begun the spiritual journey
of this holy season of Lent. With Christ, we
enter the desert—to confront the Evil One
and resist his false and empty promises.
Once again, we seek the abundant mercy and
power of God.

On Sunday, March 13th, the 8:00am Mass is
the Holy Name Mass. The mission of the
Holy Name Society is to promote devotion
and reverence for the Holy Name of God
and Jesus. What better way than to
participate in the Holy Name Monthly Mass.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place
before the 9:00AM Mass. The Blessed Sacrament
will be exposed at 8:00AM each morning, Monday
through Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament. At 8:30AM the rosary
will be prayed by parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed Sacrament
will be reposed before the 9:00AM Mass. Jesus
calls us to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic adoration
helps us discover the Real Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day praying
before the Blessed Sacrament in silence or praying
the Holy Rosary.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"From the beginning the Word was a source of life"
John 1:4

Join us on Thursday, March 10 at 7:30 8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the rectory.
The study is on “Women in the
Old Testament.” Chapter 6 will discuss
Women of Israel’s Momarchy:
Michal, Bathsheba,
Tamar, Queen of Sheba, Jezebel.
Come and see … meet the members of our group as
we share the wisdom of God in holy scripture. The
Gospel readings and study will be conducted using
the Little Rock Scripture program.
Study booklets will be provided.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information, please contact us through our email
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory
at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture
All Are Welcome!

Please make every effort to take advantage of this
time with the Lord. We are living in challenging
times and we all need the Lord to strengthen our
faith and give us the courage to live each day.

40 Days for Life – Spring Campaign
Want to be part of saving lives? Your prayer and
presence is needed! We are gearing up for our
Spring 40 Days for Life campaign beginning on
Ash Wednesday, March 2nd and ending on Palm
Sunday, April 10th . We seek to end abortion
locally through prayer, fasting, community
outreach and a peaceful witness in front of abortion
facilities. For more information see
www.40daysforlife.com or contact
40DaysSI@gmail.com.
Brooklyn
44 Court St 6th Floor 6th Floor
541 Clarkson Ave.
Manhattan
26 Bleecker St.
800 Second Avenue, 6th floor

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
Sunday Collection 2/26-27

$2,936.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

Next weekend, March 12th and 13th, the
second collection will be for fuel to keep
our church warm during the winter months..
Please be as generous as your means allow.

50/50 Winners
February 2022
First Prize
Mr. & Mrs. Jerzy Masluk
Second Prize
Evelyn Singura
Third Prize
Mrs. Pietro Zuliani

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973
We are planning a 50th reunion for the
spring/summer of 2023. We are trying to
round up contact information for all
alumni of the Class of ‘73.
Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your
contact information to
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com
or
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

March 6—March 12

March 13—March 19

Sunday, March 6

9:30AM - Children’s Liturgy—MCH
10:40-12:00 noon CCD—School

Monday, March 7
12:00-3:30PM Golden Age

Tuesday, March 8
6:30PM AA Meeting—- SFR

Wednesday, March 9

Sunday, March 13

8:00AM—Holy Name Mass
9:30AM - Pre-Communion Mass
10:40-12:00 noon CCD—School

Monday, March 14
12:00-3:30PM Golden Age

Tuesday, March 15
6:30PM AA Meeting—- SFR

Wednesday, March 16

7:00PM Baptism Class
7:00PM Bereavement Group

7:00PM Bereavement Group

Thursday, March 10

Thursday, March 17

10:00-11:30AM—Legion of Mary
6:00PM—I.A.C.A.
7:30PM Scripture Study

10:00-11:30AM—Legion of Mary
6:00PM—I.A.C.A.
7:30PM Scripture Study

Friday, March 11

Friday, March 18

Saturday, March 12

Saturday, March 19

7:30PM Stations of the Cross

6:00 to 7:30PM Youth Group Meeting-MCH

7:30PM Stations of the Cross

Saint Francis of Assisi
Bereavement Support Group

will begin a new session on
Wednesday, March 9, 2022 at 7:00pm.
Meetings will take place in the basement
located in the back of the Rectory
at 21-17 45th Street.
If you or someone you know is mourning
the death of a loved one and are having a
hard time coping with daily events, you
may find some comfort in attending these
sessions.

Please call the St. Francis Rectory Office
at (718) 728-7801 is you wish to attend or
you need more information.

