
 
SUNDAY,       April 24 –Divine Mercy Sunday                                             
8:00 A.M.       Easter Novena 
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     John S. Mondello 
12:30 P.M.     Fila Filomena Cinquemani 
                       Antonia Mastrocola 
                       Tommaso Scarlatto 
                       Rino Del Carro 
                       Jacy Silva 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
MONDAY,      April 25 – St. Mark, Evangelist           
9:00 A.M.        Calogero Mark Restivo  
 
TUESDAY,      April  26 Weekday                                               
9:00 A.M.        Nicole Morris 
 
WEDNESDAY, April 27– Weekday                                 
9:00 A.M.         The McHale Family 
 
 

THURSDAY,    April 28 - Weekday                                                                                                       
9:00 A.M.         Agnes McAulty 
 
FRIDAY,           April 29 -  St. Catherine of Sienna                                                  
9:00 A.M.         John Marchesona 
  
 

SATURDAY,    April 30  – Weekday                                                                                              
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                       Veronica Gordon  
      Maria Assunta Spiteri 
                       Carmen Gauci  
                                                 
5:00 P.M.       The Vigano Family  
 
SUNDAY,         May 1 - Third Sunday of Easter                                                                                                                                                                                            
8:00 A.M.        John Finerty 

9:30 A.M.        Thomas Antonaccio 
11:00 A.M.      For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.      Marie Artesani 
                        Grazia Longo 
                         

Mass Intention 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
   
        Acts 5:12-16 
                     Revelation 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19 
        John 20:19-31 
 
  
 

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  1 Peter 5:5b-14 
   Mark 16:15-20 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Acts 4:32-37 
                                    John 3:7b-15 
 
WEDNESDAY:           Acts 5:17-26 
                                    John 3:16-21 
    
THURSDAY:  Acts 5:27-33 
   John 3:31-36 
 
FRIDAY:  Acts 5:34-42 
                                    John 6:1-15                                             
    
SATURDAY:    Acts 6:1-7 
    John 6:16-21 
 
 
 
 

The Third Sunday of Easter 
 

   
        Acts 5:27-32, 41b-41 
                     Revelation 5:11-14 
        John 21:1-19 
  
      



 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 

In today’s Gospel, Thomas tells his fellow disciples that he will not believe their claims that 
Christ is alive unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nail 
marks and put my hands into his side. After encountering the Risen Lord, Thomas utters five 
words, “My Lord and my God!” According to the Catechism, these simple words convey 
Thomas’ profound belief in Christ’s victory over death and in Christ’s divinity. (CCC 448) 
 
Imagine how so many others have come to believe in Christ! The Apostles fearlessly preached 
the Risen Lord and cured the sick, and great numbers were added to them.  Five thousand 
heard Peter’s speech on Pentecost (Acts 4:4) and came to believe. In the Book of Revelation, 
we learn that John saw visions on the Island of Patmos. Among them was an encounter with 
Jesus, the first and the last, the one who lives, who tells John to write down what (he) has 
seen, and what is happening, and what will happen afterwards. 
 
Other passages in Scripture tell us that there were more than five hundred eyewitnesses to 
Christ’s Resurrection. (1Cor. 15:4-8; Acts 1:22; CCC 643) Even though many had known    
Jesus in his public ministry, their faith was confirmed, with the help of divine grace, from 
their direct experience of the realty of the Risen Christ. (CCC 645) He ate and drank with 
them; he breathed his Spirit upon them; he repeatedly offered them his mercy and his peace.  
 
And how did YOU come to believe in the resurrected Christ? Perhaps your parents fist shared 
the faith with you. Perhaps a coworker or friend told you about Christ. Perhaps you              
experienced the charity and joy of a Christian community. Perhaps you read about Christ in 
Sacred Scripture, especially the word of God proclaimed each week in the liturgy. Your faith 
has been planted and has grown through the grace of the sacraments over the years- Baptism, 
Confirmation, Eucharist, Penance, perhaps Marriage, Holy Orders, Anointing of the sick, and 
more. 
 
Like the Apostles, as believers, each of us has the obligation and solemn duty to share the 
good news of salvation, and that Christ is alive in our midst! Believers have always been 
moved by divine grace to become witnesses to the truth of the resurrection, to the forgiveness 
of sins, and to the promise of eternal salvation. Do you know someone who needs to hear 
about Jesus Christ? If so, without hesitation or delay, go and tell them so they might come to 
know the joy we have found                          
in the Risen Jesus. 
 

All the Blessings of the Risen Lord, 
Msgr. Maresca 
 
 

 





 

Monday, April 25, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saint Mark, Evangelist 

 

Friday April 29, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saint Catherine of Sienna 

Mark was an Evangelist—one of the four men who 
wrote the Gospels found in the New Testament. 
Mark’s Gospel was written first, and it is the shortest 
description of    Jesus’ life, Death, Resurrection, and 
Ascension. Mark’s writings helped both Matthew 
and Luke to write their Gospels. 

Mark was not one of the original Apostles, and he 
probably never knew Jesus. Instead, we   believe that 
he was a member of the first Christian community. 
In his writings, St. Peter refers to Mark as his “son.” 
Peter may have used this term to show his love for 
Mark, or he may have used it because he was the one 
who baptized Mark. It is believed that Peter was the 
primary source for Mark’s Gospel.  Mark traveled 
with Sts. Paul and Barnabas to spread the Good 
News about Jesus. During his imprisonment in 
Rome, Paul mentions Mark’s concern for him and 
writes about how helpful Mark is in the ministry of 
helping others to believe in Jesus (Colossians. 4:10; 
2 Timothy 4:11).  Mark founded the Church in 
Egypt and he became bishop of Alexandria, an     
important center of trade and power during ancient 
times. He died there sometime between the years 68-
74 AD as a martyr for his belief in Jesus. 
 
Mark’s Gospel is a lasting treasure for all believers. 
He wrote his Gospel to help people know that Jesus 
was the Son of God who suffered and died to save us 
from sin and death. When we read Mark’s Gospel, 
we learn that to be a follower of Jesus, we, too, must 
be willing to make sacrifices, to “take up our cross 
and follow” (Mark 8:34) Jesus as he asks us to do. 
 
The symbol for Mark is a lion with wings. That is 
because his Gospel begins with the story of John the 
Baptist, a “voice crying in the wilderness” (Mark 
1:3), like the roaring of a lion. Lions are called the 
kings of the jungle. Mark’s Gospel tells us about   
Jesus’ royalty as God’s Son, a kingship we share 
through our Baptism. 
 

The value Catherine makes central in her short life 
and which sounds clearly and consistently through her 
experience is complete surrender to Christ. What is 
most impressive about her is that she learns to view 
her surrender to her Lord as a goal to be reached 
through time.  She was the 23rd child of Jacopo and 
Lapa Benincasa and grew up as an intelligent,     
cheerful, and intensely religious person. Catherine 
disappointed her mother by cutting off her hair as a 
protest against being overly encouraged to improve 
her appearance in order to attract a husband. Her    
father ordered her to be left in peace, and she was  
given a room of her own for prayer and meditation.  
She entered the Dominican Third Order at 18 and 
spent the next three years in seclusion, prayer, and 
austerity. Gradually, a group of followers gathered 
around her—men and women, priests and religious. 
An active public apostolate grew out of her contem-
plative life. Her letters, mostly for spiritual instruction 
and encouragement of her followers, began to take 
more and more note of public affairs. Opposition and 
slander resulted from her mixing fearlessly with the 
world and speaking with the candor and authority of 
one completely committed to Christ. She was cleared 
of all charges at the Dominican General Chapter of 
1374. 

Her public influence reached great heights because of 
her evident holiness, her membership in the            
Dominican Third Order, and the deep impression she 
made on the pope. She worked tirelessly for the     
crusade against the Turks and for peace between  
Florence and the pope.  In 1378, the Great Schism 
began, splitting the allegiance of Christendom        
between two, then three, popes and putting even 
saints on opposing sides. Catherine spent the last two 
years of her life in Rome, in prayer and pleading on 
behalf of the cause of Pope Urban VI and the unity of 
the Church. She offered herself as a victim for the 
Church in its agony. She died surrounded by her 
“children” and was canonized in 1461. 



ALTAR WINE   

In Loving Memory of 
John Finerty 
Requested by: 

            Lee Irrera 

 

Easter 
Candle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER CANDLE DONATIONS 
 

In Loving Memory of Michael Mangialino 
In Loving Memory of Rose & Denis Sweeney 
In Loving Memory of Lucia & Ralph Borgia 

In Loving Memory of John Purich  
In Loving Memory of Veronica Gordon 
In Loving Memory of Charles Gordon  
In Loving Memory of William LeDone 

In Loving Memory of Rita & Ralph Maresca  
In Loving Memory of  Concetta Saraceni 
In Loving Memory of Giuseppe Saraceni 

In Loving Memory of Pietro Zuliani 
In Loving Memory of Rosemary Zuliani 

In Loving Memory of Linda Zuliani  
In Loving Memory of Paul & Esperanza Eiaw 

In Loving Memory of Chua Piak Lion 
In Loving Memory of Dee Bun Heng 

In Loving Memory of Joie Eiaw  
In Loving Memory of Dann Saavedra 

In Loving Memory of Carmela Messina 
In Loving Memory of Assunta & Armando 

Sorgini 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the     

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time, talent 
and  treasure.  As a faith-filled community, 

we are committed to minister to the      
spiritual, educational and material needs 

of all  people.      

 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
In Loving Memory of 

John Finerty       
Requested by: 

Anna M. Edgar 

 

Memorials for the Week of   
April 24, 2022 

ALTAR BREAD   

In Loving Memory of 
John Finerty 
Requested by: 

            Ellen Sawaya 

ALTAR CANDLES   

In Loving Memory of 
 John Finerty 
Requested by: 

Anna M. Edgar 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place 
before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed   Sacrament will be ex-
posed at 8:00AM each morning, 

Monday through Saturday,     
giving parishioners an              

opportunity for private prayer 
before the Lord in the Blessed           

Sacrament.  At 8:30AM the rosary will be prayed 
by parishioners before the Blessed Sacrament.  At 
8:50AM the Blessed Sacrament will be reposed 

before the 9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to         
perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  ceasing.”  

“Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic adoration helps us 
discover the Real Presence of Christ. 

 

What a wonderful way to begin our day praying 
before the Blessed Sacrament in silence or praying 

the Holy Rosary. 
 

Please make every effort to take advantage of this 
time with the Lord. We are living in challenging 
times and we all need the Lord to strengthen our 

faith and give us the courage to live each day. 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,          
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams, Augustin Cisneros,  

James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,  Jeffrey 
Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, 

Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero,             

Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, Luke Pacheco, 
Vincenza Papa,  Jim Schneggenburger,                

Anthony Criscuolo, John Ross,                               
Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                

John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             

Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  

Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez and                                
Sumiko Tanaka Hennessy. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
April 24, 2022 

 

     “As the Father has sent Me, 
                 so I send you”                           
                    

            Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     
or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

 

FOCUS:  
 

My Lord and my God! 
 

 

When we receive the Eucharist, the body,        
blood, soul and divinity of Jesus are                     

substantially present, yet disguised under the       
appearance of bread and wind.  As with  

Thomas, the Lord gives us the ability to see and  
believe in Him.  A good prayer for the moments     
of consecration, then is the confession of faith           

that Thomas makes: 
My Lord and my God!     

 

Please be mindful that there are people 
who come to church early in order        

to pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 



   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

"From the beginning the Word was     
a source of life" 

John 1:4 
 

Join us on Thursday, April 28, 2022 at 7:30 - 
8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the rectory. 

We will begin the study of  
The Letter to the Hebrews.  

   

 

Come and see … meet the members of our group as 
we share the wisdom of God in holy scripture. The 
Gospel readings and study will be conducted using 

the Little Rock Scripture program.                         
Study booklets will be provided. 

 

If you are interested in joining the study group 
or would like further information, please     

contact us through our email 
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 

at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 

 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture. 
 

All Are Welcome!  
  

 

The Golden Age Club 
 

The Golden Age Club announces with    
deepest sorrow the passing of our beloved 

Vice-President Phyllis Abela,  Phyllis passed 
away on Monday, April 11th and will be 

sorely missed by all.  For four years she has 
been a vital part of our club, as well as being 

a devoted member of St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish. 

 
Our thoughts and prayers are with her    

family and friends during this trying time. 
 

Phyllis, we love you, we will miss you and 
may you rest in peace with God and the    

angles. 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
Sunday Collection 4/16-17                     $6,752.00 
    Second Collection- 
            The Senior Priests                       $1,495.00 

 

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 

We are planning a 50th reunion for the 
spring/summer of 2023.  We are trying to 

round up contact information for all  
alumni of the Class of ‘73. 

 

Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your 
contact information to  

John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 
or 

John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Bereavement Support 

Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you or someone you know are mourning the 
death of a loved one and are having a hard time 
coping with daily events, you may find some   

comfort by attending our meetings. 
 

We meet in the Meeting Room located down the 
stairs in the back of the Rectory located at  
21-17 45th Street on Wednesday evenings             

at 7:00PM. 
 

Please call the St. Francis Rectory office at      
(718) 728-7801 if you wish to attend or need    

more information.  
 

 
We are thankful to the     

merchants and businesses 
that support our bulletin by 

placing and ad. 
 

Ads can be placed in our 
weekly bulletin by calling  
The Church Bulletin Inc.at  

(613) 249-4994. 
 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

April 24—April 30  
 
 

Sunday, April 24 
NO Children’s Liturgy or CCD 
1:30PM—Baptism 
 

Monday, April 25 

12:00noon-3:30PM Golden Age 
 

Tuesday, April 26 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, April 27 
7:00PM—Bereavement Group 
 

Thursday, April 28 

10:00-11:30AM legion of Mary 
6:00PM  I.A.C.A. 
7:30PM Scripture Study 
 

Friday, April 29 

7:30PM Grocery Bingo—MCH 
 

Saturday, April 30 
 

 

May 1—May 7  
 
 

Sunday, May 1 
NO Children’s Liturgy  
10:40-12noon CCD—SCH 
1:30PM—Baptism 
 

Monday, May 2 

12:00noon-Golden Age Mass 
1:00PM—3:30PM Golden Age 
 

Tuesday, May 3 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, May 4 
7:00PM—Bereavement Group 
 

Thursday, May 5 

10:00-11:30AM legion of Mary 
6:00PM  I.A.C.A. 
7:30PM Scripture Study 
7:30PM Communion Rehearsal—CH 
 

Friday, May 6 

7:30PM Grocery Bingo—MCH 
 

Saturday, May 7 
11:00AM First Holy Communion—CH 

  

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
April 24, 2022 

First 
Holy Communion 





Prayer for Ukraine 

 






