Third Sunday of Easter

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

May 1 –Third Sunday of Easter
John Finerty
Thomas Antonaccio
For the People of St. Francis
Marie Artesani
Grazia Longo

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

May 2 – St. Mark, Evangelist
Members of the Reyes Family

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

May 3 Saints Philip and James
Mark Martin O’Neill

Today’s Readings
The Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32, 41b-41
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

Acts 6:8-15
John 6:22-29

WEDNESDAY, May 4 – Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Richard McAulty

TUESDAY:

THURSDAY, May 5 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Eileen Gallagher

1 Corinthians 15:1-8
John 14:6-14

WEDNESDAY:

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

Acts 8:1b-8
John 6:35-40

THURSDAY:

Acts 8:26-40
John 6:44-51

FRIDAY:

Acts 9:1-20
John 6:52-59

SATURDAY:

Acts 9:31-42
John 6:60-69

May 6 - Weekday
Joseph Hili Sr,

SATURDAY, May 7 – Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Patricia Hili
Richard Conllon
The Navarro Family
The Mezey Family
George Xikis (Living)
5:00 P.M.

For the People of St. Francis

SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

May 8 - Third Sunday of Easter
Holy Name Society
Mothers’ Day Novena
Concetta Gandolfo
Maria Gregoratlioi
Elizabeth Iocco
Margherita Ferrante

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 13:14, 43-52
Revelation 7:9, 14b-17
John 10:27-30

My Dear Parishioners,
In your imagination, go with me now into a situation in which you are about to face someone you have hurt,
or in which you are about to face someone who has hurt you. Quite naturally, your emotions are powerful. If
you have hurt that person, you feel remorse and guilt; if you are the one who has been hurt, you may have
strong feelings of hostility and resentment. Like the prodigal son in Jesus’ famous parable, we will likely
rehearse ahead of time what we will say.
When faced with such situations, we may be tempted to give up on those relationships. We may employ
avoidance techniques, or protect ourselves like a turtle with a hard shell of cold indifference, or we may, with
feelings of righteous indignation, stubbornly refuse even the slightest move toward any reconciliation
whatsoever. In all such situations, we have to deal with a powerful force within us called criticism. We can
be either too critical of others, or we can be too critical of ourselves. In either case, simply giving up is the
great temptation that looms in front of us, aided and abetted by a spirit of criticism.
Giving up is surrendering to weakness or even despair. Do we give up simply in order to take the easy way
out? Do we give in to despair? The temptation to give up comes to us in many forms in a number of
situations, often seeming like the wise thing to do.
Giving up, however, can be the work of the devil. Giving up was found in each one of the three temptations
Satan presented to Christ when he was out in the desert preparing to embark upon his public ministry. Giving
up was the last temptation Satan hurled at Jesus as he hung dying on his cross.
When do we give up on others? We all know examples of parents, spouses and others who have given up on
their loved ones. We’ve known family and friends who have given up on the Church, on religion in general,
or even given up on God.
God, however, never ever gives up on us, even when we’ve turned our backs on him or betrayed him. That’s
what today’s Gospel account is all about.
Here we find Jesus encountering some of his disciples after his resurrection. The disciples were all gathered
together on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. It was in that encounter that Jesus asked Peter those three famous
questions, questions that obviously recognized the triple denial of Peter during Christ’s suffering. Implicit in
those questions, however, was the fact that Jesus had not given up on Peter. Jesus’ love and commitment to
him were still there, even after all that had occurred. But Peter’s triple denial had to be acknowledged and
faced. Jesus faces it with loving forgiveness, all of which allows Peter to forgive himself. There is a
wonderful freedom that flows from forgiveness.
“Unconditional love” is something we know about. We have heard of God’s unconditional love for us. This
type of love is something we want to give to our children, our spouses and our family members. We all have
our moments, though, when we abandon unconditional love and slap others with conditions on our love,
telling them we will love them or forgive them “if…”
This is why we need to seek God’s forgiveness today, not simply to save ourselves, but so we might have the
power to forgive others as he has forgiven us. Without God’s power, unconditional love is most likely
impossible. But with God’s love and power, all things are possible – even loving others unconditionally, even
not “giving up” on them.

All the Blessings of the Risen Lord,
Msgr. Maresca

Sunday, May 1, 2022
The Feast of
Saint Joseph, the Worker

Tuesday May 3, 2022
The Feast of
Saints Philip and James

To foster deep devotion to Saint Joseph
among Catholics, and in response to the “May Day”
celebrations for workers sponsored by Communists,
Pope Pius XII instituted the feast of Saint Joseph the
Worker in 1955. This feast extends the long
relationship between Joseph and the cause of
workers in both Catholic faith and devotion.

James, Son of Alphaeus: We know nothing of this
man except his name, and, of course, the fact that
Jesus chose him to be one of the 12 pillars of the
New Israel, his Church. He is not the James of Acts,
son of Clopas, “brother” of Jesus and later bishop of
Jerusalem and the traditional author of the Letter of
James. James, son of Alphaeus, is also known as
James the Lesser to avoid confusing him with James
the son of Zebedee, also an apostle and known as
James the Greater.

Beginning in the Book of Genesis, the dignity of
human work has long been celebrated as a
participation in the creative work of God. By work,
humankind both fulfills the command found in
Genesis to care for the earth and to be productive in
their labors. Saint Joseph, the carpenter and foster
father of Jesus, is but one example of the holiness of
human labor. Jesus, too, was a carpenter. He learned
the trade from Saint Joseph and spent his early adult
years working side-by-side in Joseph’s carpentry shop before leaving to pursue his ministry as
preacher and healer. Saint Joseph is held up as a
model of such work.
Pius XII emphasized this when he said, “The spirit
flows to you and to all men from the heart of the
God-man, Savior of the world, but certainly, no
worker was ever more completely and profoundly
penetrated by it than the foster father of Jesus, who
lived with Him in closest intimacy and community
of family life and work.”To capture the devotion to
Saint Joseph within the Catholic liturgy, in 1870,
Pope Pius IX declared Saint Joseph the patron of the
universal Church. In 1955, Pope Pius XII added the
feast of Saint Joseph the Worker. This silent saint,
who was given the noble task of caring and watching
over the Virgin Mary and Jesus, now cares for and
watches over the Church and models for all the
dignity of human work.

Saint Joseph
Pray for Us

Philip: Philip came from the same town as Peter and
Andrew, Bethsaida in Galilee. Jesus called him
directly, whereupon he sought out Nathanael and told
him of the “one about whom Moses wrote” (Jn :45).
Philip took a long time coming to realize who Jesus
was. On one occasion, when Jesus saw the great
multitude following him and wanted to give them
food, he asked Philip where they should buy bread
for the people to eat. John comments, “[Jesus] said
this to test him, because he himself knew what he
was going to do” (Jn 6:6). Philip answered, “Two
hundred days’ wages worth of food would not be
enough for each of them to have a little [bit]” (Jn
6:7). John’s story is not a put-down of Philip. It was
simply necessary for these men who were to be the
foundation stones of the Church to see the clear
distinction between humanity’s total helplessness
apart from God and the human ability to be a bearer
of divine power by God’s gift. On another occasion,
we can almost hear the exasperation in Jesus’s voice.
After Thomas had complained that they did not know
where Jesus was going, Jesus said, “I am the way. If
you know me, then you will also know my Father.
From now on you do know him and have seen
him” (Jn 14:6a, 7). Then Philip said, “Master, show
us the Father, and that will be enough for us” (Jn
14:8). Enough! Jesus answered, “Have I been with
you for so long a time and you still do not know me,
Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father” (Jn 14:9a).

Welcome New Parishioners
We welcome those who registered in our parish during
the month of April 2022.

Martha Kosmidis
Larissa & Steven Marchesi

Baptisms
We welcome those who were Baptized during the
month of April 2022.

Jake Marino Esposito
Jacqueline Celi
Jackson Daniel Spina
Henry Thomas Borgert

Marriages
Congratulations to those who were married in our Parish
in the month of April 2022.

Carmine Arthur Spina & Victoria Ashley Roscigno

Purgatorials
The following names have been enrolled in our Purgatorial
Society for the month of April 2022. Please remember to
continue to pray for their families.

L.M. Rusty Irons
Steve N. Stevens

Recently Deceased
The following have passed away during the month of April 2022.
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish.

Michele Crist
Phyllis Abela
George Behringer

Memorials for the Week of
May 1, 2022
SANCTUARY LAMP
In Loving Memory of
Carmen Gauci
Requested by:

The Spiteri Family

Saturday, May 7, 2022, the 9:00AM
Mass will be an anointing Mass. All
those who wish to receive the
Sacrament of the Sick are asked
to participate in this Mass.
All are invited to join us in prayer as we
remember to pray for all those who are
in need of God’s healing power.

Easter
Candle
EASTER CANDLE DONATIONS
In Loving Memory of Michael Mangialino
In Loving Memory of Rose & Denis Sweeney
In Loving Memory of Lucia & Ralph Borgia
In Loving Memory of John Purich
In Loving Memory of Veronica Gordon
In Loving Memory of Charles Gordon
In Loving Memory of William LeDone
In Loving Memory of Rita & Ralph Maresca
In Loving Memory of Concetta Saraceni
In Loving Memory of Giuseppe Saraceni
In Loving Memory of Pietro Zuliani
In Loving Memory of Rosemary Zuliani
In Loving Memory of Linda Zuliani
In Loving Memory of Paul & Esperanza Eiaw
In Loving Memory of Chua Piak Lion
In Loving Memory of Dee Bun Heng
In Loving Memory of Joie Eiaw
In Loving Memory of Dann Saavedra
In Loving Memory of Carmela Messina
In Loving Memory of Assunta & Armando
Sorgini

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus,
gathers in worship and witnesses the
Gospel message. The parish values and
welcomes each person’s gift of time, talent
and treasure. As a faith-filled community,
we are committed to minister to the
spiritual, educational and material needs
of all people.

On Sunday, May 8th, the 8:00am Mass is the
Holy Name Mass. The mission of the Holy
Name Society is to promote devotion and
reverence for the Holy Name of God and
Jesus. What better way than to participate
in the Holy Name Monthly Mass. All are
invited to join in this celebration.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, Augustin Cisneros,
James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,
Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,
Christopher Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero,
Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, Luke Pacheco,
Vincenza Papa, Jim Schneggenburger,
Anthony Criscuolo, John Ross,
Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez and
Sumiko Tanaka Hennessy.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

Please be mindful that there are people
who come to church early in order
to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

The Third Sunday of Easter
May 1, 2022
“Feed My lambs,
tend My sheep”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

FOCUS:

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

We continue to celebrate and give thanks
for the gift of the Resurrection.
As we continue to celebrate this glorious season
of Easter, our readings today show us how the
Resurrection was preached and made manifest to
the early Church. They also indicate how Jesus’
first followers were strengthened in their faith,
becoming enthusiastic and faithful witnesses
to the risen Lord.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME

"From the beginning the Word was
a source of life"
John 1:4
Join us on Thursday, May 5, 2022 at 7:30 8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the rectory.
Our study is on
The Letter to the Hebrews.
Lesson 1: Hebrews 1-2.
Come and see … meet the members of our group as
we share the wisdom of God in holy scripture. The
Gospel readings and study will be conducted using
the Little Rock Scripture program.
Study booklets will be provided.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information, please
contact us through our email
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place
before the 9:00AM Mass. The Blessed Sacrament
will be exposed at 8:00AM each morning, Monday
through Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament. At 8:30AM the rosary will
be prayed by parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. Jesus calls us to perseverance in
prayer. “Pray without ceasing.” “Watch and
pray.” Eucharistic adoration helps us discover the
Real Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day praying
before the Blessed Sacrament in silence or praying
the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage of this
time with the Lord. We are living in challenging
times and we all need the Lord to strengthen our
faith and give us the courage to live each day.

at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture.

All Are Welcome!

The Golden Age Club
The Golden Age Club will pray and
celebrate the Eucharist on Monday, May 9th,
at Mass at 12:00noon.
All parishioners are welcome to join us as
we pray for all mothers, grandmothers, aunts
and those who fill the role of mother.

God Bless!

St. Francis of Assisi
Bereavement Support
Group
If you or someone you know are mourning the
death of a loved one and are having a hard time
coping with daily events, you may find some
comfort by attending our meetings.
We meet in the Meeting Room located down the
stairs in the back of the Rectory located at
21-17 45th Street on Wednesday evenings
at 7:00PM.
Please call the St. Francis Rectory office at
(718) 728-7801 if you wish to attend or need
more information.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
Sunday Collection 4/23-24
Second CollectionCatholic Home Missions

$3,808.00
$590.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973
We are planning a 50th reunion for the
spring/summer of 2023. We are trying to
round up contact information for all
alumni of the Class of ‘73.
Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your
contact information to
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com
or
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com

PLEASE NOTE
Sunday, May 22nd from 9:00am to
3:00pm, St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Academy is having an
Artisan Market in the school yard.
Because of this event the school
yard can not be used for parking
for Sunday Masses.
Sorry for the inconvenience.
50/50 Winners
April 2022
First Prize
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Hosey
Second Prize
Mr. & Mrs. Salvatore Mancuso
Third Prize
Mrs. Raymond Loud

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

May 1—May 7

May 1—May 7

Sunday, May 1

Sunday, May 8

Monday, May 2

Monday, May 9

10:40-12noon CCD—SCH

12:00PM—3:30PM Golden Age

Tuesday, May 3
6:30PM—AA Meeting

Wednesday, May 4
7:00PM—Bereavement Group

Thursday, May 5

10:40-12noon CCD—SCH

12:00noon-Golden Age Mass
1:00PM—3:30PM Golden Age

Tuesday, May 10
6:30PM—AA Meeting

Wednesday, May 11
7:00PM Baptism Class
7:00PM—Bereavement Group

10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary
3:30PM Communion Rehearsal for Children –CH
6:00PM I.A.C.A.
7:30PM Scripture Study
7:00PM Communion Rehearsal with Parents—CH

10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary
6:00PM I.A.C.A.
7:30PM Scripture Study

Friday, May 6

Friday, May 13

Saturday, May 7

Saturday, May 14

11:00AM First Holy Communion—CH

First
Holy Communion

Thursday, May 12

The month of May
is dedicated to our
Blessed Mother.
Mothers’ Day Mass Remembrance
envelopes are available at the doors
of the church.
Please enroll your mother, living or
deceased in the novena of masses which
will begin on Mothers’ Day,
Sunday, May 8th.
Your envelope can be returned in any
collection.

Let us find the
time to pray the
rosary each day or
a least a decade.
Let us show or love for Mary, our
Mother, who loves us,
her children.

