
 
SUNDAY,       May 15 –Fifth Sunday of Easter                                             
8:00 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
9:30 A.M.       Deceased members of the 
                            Fariello Family 
11:00 A.M.     Bishop Thomas Daily 
12:30 P.M.     Calogero Pina Annibale 
                       Jakov Tioch 
                       Fernande Sabounghi 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
MONDAY,      May 16 – Weekday           
9:00 A.M.      Gaspar Marusic 
 
TUESDAY,      May 17 Weekday                                               
9:00 A.M.        Antonia Marusic 
 
WEDNESDAY, May 18 – Weekday                                 
9:00 A.M.         The D’Alleva Family 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    May 19 - Weekday                                                                                                       
9:00 A.M.         Kate Grba 
 
FRIDAY,           May 20 -  Weekday                                                  
9:00 A.M.         Marija Kuljanic 
   

SATURDAY,    May 21 – Weekday                                                                                              
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                        Evelyn Perrone 
      Giuseppe Cannavo 
                       Sarina Marie Carbone                          
                                                           
5:00 P.M.       Pietro Zuliani 
 
SUNDAY,         May 22 - Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                                                                                                                                                            
8:00 A.M.        Michael Mignanelli 
9:30 A.M.        For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.      The Szetela Family 
12:30 P.M.      Giuseppino Anna Volpe 
                        Phyllis Abela 
                         
                         

Mass Intention 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

The Fidth Sunday of Easter 
   
         
                     Acts 14:21-27 
                     Revelation 21:1-5a 
        John 13:31-33a, 34-35 
  
 

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  Acts 14:5-18 
              John 14:21-26 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Acts14:19-28                                    
   John 14:27-31a 
 
WEDNESDAY:           Acts 15:1-6 
                                    John 15:1-8 
    
THURSDAY:  Acts 15:7-21 
   John 15:9-11 
 
FRIDAY:  Acts 15:22-31 
                                   John 15:12-17                                             
    
SATURDAY:   Acts 16:1-10              
   John 15:18-21 
 
 
 
 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

   
        Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 
                     Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23 
        John 14:23-29 
  
      



My Dear Parishioners, 
 
There are times when we tell ourselves that nothing’s new, that human nature doesn’t change, and that history 
simply repeats itself. The Book of Ecclesiastes tells us: What has been, that will be; what has been done, that 
will be done. Nothing is new under the sun. (1:9) 
 
Yet we also find ourselves seeking what is new. We greet each other with the question “What’s new?” We are 
always looking for new gadgets, new software, new phone, and new movies. We seem to always want what is 
new. 
 
Jesus used the word “new” many times in his discourses and teachings, all the time trying to get us to see the 
new creation, the new covenant his Father is bringing about.  The Gospel account we just heard was the     
beginning of Jesus’ last discourse at the Last Supper, a discourse filled with promise, hope and a vision of   
the future. The second reading is taken from the Book of Revelation, and the passage ends with the statement, 
Behold, I make all things new. 
 
What is this new thing God invites us to see? 
 
The spectacles of this world’s offerings hold our attention. Being thus captured, we tend to sell ourselves 
short. It takes artists, poets, and great writers to give us a deeper vision and enable us to see deeper things as 
well as to see ourselves on a deeper level. What we need to see now is that God is ushering in a new creation. 
He is sculpting us and fashioning us as his new daughters and sons. We need to stand back and look at the big 
picture. We need to see the way things were between God and us before Christ and the way things are now 
after Christ. Because of Christ Jesus, we have a new status in our relationship with God.  
 
We live in the time that is already but not yet. In his anointed one, in Christ, God has ushered in his kingdom 
here on earth. It is a kingdom that has been established and is now in the process of unfolding among us. Our 
status with God has been fundamentally and radically changed. Christ has given us his salvation. What we do 
with it remains to be seen. We live in God’s time, the time that is already but not yet. What is yet to be and 
what can be for us individually is revealed in the Book of Revelation, which is a book of hope, of promise and 
of glory. Whether that hope, promise and glory will be ours personally depends on our response to what God 
has done and is doing now for us.  
 
All of this points to the fact that we must have eyes to see and ears to hear. We cannot be passive, thinking 
that God will give it all to us anyway, even if we don’t respond to him. There’s nothing passive about being a 
follower of Christ. No! We must actively listen; we must actively respond; we must put into action, in our 
daily lives, the gifts God has given us and is giving us in his Christ. 
 
Whether or not we will be ultimately saved and spend eternity in the New Jerusalem depends on us. How will 
we respond? Will we, with Peter, seek and accept the hope, promise and glory that Jesus offers us all? Or will 
we sink in this world’s despair? Do you think there’s nothing new in our world? Will we settle for only the 
glitz and glitter of this world, its thirty pieces of silver and thereby sell our souls for nothing more? 
 
The answer to these questions, along with our salvation, depends on us. God offers, we respond. When we do, 
something marvelously new happens within us. 
 

All the Blessings of the Risen Lord, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,          
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams, Augustin Cisneros,  

James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,           
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  

Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero,             

Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, Luke Pacheco, 
Vincenza Papa,  Jim Schneggenburger,                

Anthony Criscuolo, John Ross,                               
Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                

John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             

Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  

Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez and                                
Sumiko Tanaka Hennessy. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 15, 2022 

 

         “By this everyone will know      
 that you are My disciples.”                           
                    

            Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     
or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

 
 

FOCUS:  
 
 

Jesus commands us to love one another. 
 

 

Jesus wants us to love as he loves.  Our             
faithfulness and attentiveness to right and       

wrong, to holiness and to the practice                      
of faith is important.  Yet Jesus furthers our                      

understanding of following him                              
by making clear the greatest commandment            

of every disciple: to love as he loves.  

         

 

Please be mindful that there are people 
who come to church early in order        

to pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 



   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

"From the beginning the Word was     
a source of life" 

John 1:4 
 

Join us on Thursday, May 19, 2022 at 7:30 - 
8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the rectory. 

Our study is on  
The Letter to the Hebrews.  We will continue 

Lesson 2: Hebrews 3:1-5:10 continues the 
discussion of God’s Son and God’s word.  

   

 

Come and see … meet the members of our group as 
we share the wisdom of God in holy scripture. The 
Gospel readings and study will be conducted using 

the Little Rock Scripture program.                         
Study booklets will be provided. 

 

If you are interested in joining the study group 
or would like further information, please     

contact us through our email 
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 

at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 

 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture. 
 

All Are Welcome!  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place 
before the 9:00AM Mass. The Blessed   Sacrament 
will be exposed at 8:00AM each morning, Monday 

through Saturday,     giving parishioners an              
opportunity for private prayer before the Lord in 

the Blessed Sacrament.  At 8:30AM the rosary will 
be prayed by parishioners before the Blessed Sac-
rament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed Sacrament will be 
reposed before the 9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to         
perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  ceasing.”  

“Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic adoration helps us 
discover the Real Presence of Christ. 

 

What a wonderful way to begin our day praying 
before the Blessed Sacrament in silence or praying 

the Holy Rosary. 
 

Please make every effort to take advantage of this 
time with the Lord. We are living in challenging 
times and we all need the Lord to strengthen our 

faith and give us the courage to live each day. 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the     

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time,      
talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled  

community, we are committed to minister 
to the spiritual, educational and material 

needs of all  people.      

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

Sunday Collection 5/7-5/8                       $5,361.00 
     

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 

We are planning a 50th reunion for the 
spring/summer of 2023.  We are trying to 

round up contact information for all  
alumni of the Class of ‘73. 

 

Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your 
contact information to  

John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 
or 

John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

THANK YOU to all who have           
contributed to the Annual Catholic      

Appeal. As of Tuesday, May 10th we 
have pledged $22,913 and have paid on    
pledges $14,784. Our goal is $41,679. 
This weekend we will have an in pew    

solicitation for those who have not    
contributed at this time. Envelopes will 
be in the pews and available at the doors 
of the Church. Please take an envelope 

and indicate your contribution. You may 
place it in any collection or drop   it off 
in the rectory mailbox. Thank you for 
your generosity and support in helping 
us reach our goal. If you are unable to 

donate at this time I ask for your prayers 
for the success of the appeal in our     

parish. 
 

A few facts for your information: 969 
families are registered in our parish    

family, 574 have requested no envelopes 
for one reason or another, 395 families 
use the envelopes, and 66 families have 

contributed to the appeal thus far. 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

May 15—May 21  
 
 

Sunday, May 15 

10:40-12noon CCD—SCH 
After 12:30PM Mass I.A.C.A. Rosary for the  
 Blessed Mother in the Parking Lot. 
 

Monday, May 16 

1:00PM—3:30PM Golden Age 
 

Tuesday, May 17 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, May 18 

 

Thursday, May 19 

10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
7:00PM  I.A.C.A. 
7:30PM Scripture Study 
 

Friday, May 20 

 

Saturday, May 21 
 

 

May 22—May 28  
 
 

Sunday, May 22 

10:40-12noon CCD—SCH 
1:30 Baptisms 
 

Monday, May 23 

1:00PM—3:30PM Golden Age 
 

Tuesday, May 24 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, May 25 
7:30PM Mass 
 

Thursday, May 26 
Ascension Thursday 
9:00AM Mass 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
11:00AM Mass 
 

Friday, May 27 

 

Saturday, May 28 
 

  



  

Memorials for the Week of   
May 15, 2022 

 
 

The month of May 
is dedicated to our  
Blessed Mother. 

 
Let us find the 
time to pray the  

rosary each day or 
a least a decade. 

 
 
 

Let us show our love for Mary, our 
Mother, who loves us, 

her children.   

 
EASTER CANDLE DONATIONS 

 

In Loving Memory of Michael Mangialino 
In Loving Memory of Rose & Denis Sweeney 
In Loving Memory of Lucia & Ralph Borgia 

In Loving Memory of John Purich  
In Loving Memory of Veronica Gordon 
In Loving Memory of Charles Gordon  
In Loving Memory of William LeDone 

In Loving Memory of Rita & Ralph Maresca  
In Loving Memory of  Concetta Saraceni 
In Loving Memory of Giuseppe Saraceni 

In Loving Memory of Pietro Zuliani 
In Loving Memory of Rosemary Zuliani 

In Loving Memory of Linda Zuliani  
In Loving Memory of Paul & Esperanza Eiaw 

In Loving Memory of Chua Piak Lion 
In Loving Memory of Dee Bun Heng 

In Loving Memory of Joie Eiaw  
In Loving Memory of Dann Saavedra 

In Loving Memory of Carmela Messina 
In Loving Memory of Assunta & Armando 

Sorgini 

 
 

Easter 
Candle 

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
In Loving Memory of 

Anne and William 
Thompson       

Requested by: 

The Thompson Family 






