Fourth Sunday of Easter

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

May 8 –Fourth Sunday of Easter
Holy Name Society
Mother’s Day Novena
Concetta Gandolfo
Maria Gregorati Loi
Elizabeth Iocco
Margherita Ferrante

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

May 9 – Weekday
Mother’s Day Novena

Today’s Readings
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 13:14, 43-52
Revelation 7:9, 14b-17
John 10:27-30

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

Acts 11:1-18
John 10:1-10

WEDNESDAY, May 11 – Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Mother’s Day Novena

TUESDAY:

Acts11:19-26
John 10:22-30

THURSDAY, May 12 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Mother’s Day Novena

WEDNESDAY:

Acts 12:24—13:5a
John 12:44-50

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

THURSDAY:

Acts 13:13-25
John 13:16-20

FRIDAY:

Acts 13:26-33
John 14:1-6

SATURDAY:

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26
John 15:9-17

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

May 10 Weekday
Mother’s Day Novena

May 13 - Our Lady of Fatima
Mother’s Day Novena

SATURDAY, May 14 – Saint Matthias, Apostle
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Mother’s Day Novena
Grace Gulliver
Romula Efrain Novillo
5:00 P.M.

Mother’s Day Novena

SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.

May 15 - Fifth Sunday of Easter
For the People of St. Francis
Deceased Members of the
Fariello Family
Bishop Thomas Daily
Calogero Pina Annibale
Jakov Tioch
Fernande Sabounghi

11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 14:21-27
Revelation 21:1-5a
John 13:31-33a, 34-35

My Dear Parishioners,

On the first day of kindergarten, parents are usually more nervous than the children. Parents
tell their children how much fun they will have, how they will make new friends and do art
projects and learn to play with other children. The children usually have new crayons,
backpacks and lunch boxes and can’t wait to see what comes next. Parents, on the other
hand, are often nervous about letting go. What if my little girl gets sick? What if my son gets
upset? What if they don’t do well with understanding the teacher?
These parents are not overprotective, they are simply living out their innate role as good
shepherds. Parents shelter their children. They make sure their child does not hunger or thirst.
They keep their children out of danger, and wipe away every tear from their eyes.
This fourth Sunday of the Easter season is often called “Good Shepherd Sunday,” from the
comforting imagery of Jesus as the shepherd who will lead his sheep to eternal life. Jesus, the
Good shepherd, protects and provides for his flock, even to the point of laying down his life so
we may live more abundantly. By his death and resurrection, Jesus Christ opened heaven to
us. (CCC 1026) Throughout the Gospels, Jesus teaches what we must do to be saved, to join
him in the kingdom of heaven.
This Easter season let us respond in three ways to Jesus as the Good Shepherd:
First, get to know the voice of Jesus by getting into the discipline of reading from the Gospels
every day. The peace and comfort you will experience from the words of the Good Shepherd
will surprise you.
Second, pray for those who shepherd the Church. Pray for our priests, bishops, religious and
lay ministers who are responsible for the pastoral care of the people of God. We need to be
sustained in our ministries by grace.
Finally, do not forget your responsibility to shepherd others into the kingdom of God. Parents,
you love your children and shepherd their health, behavior, education and maturity. Make
sure you provide for their formation and education as Catholics as well. Every one of us can
make an effort to speak more freely about the person of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and how he
has been a comfort and a guide to each of us. As we speak about our faith, we offer others the
opportunity to join that great multitude in the kingdom of heaven.
All the Blessings of the Risen Lord,
Msgr. Maresca

Good Shepherd
Sunday
May 8th, 2022

MAY 8, 2022

Friday, May 13, 2022
The Feast of
Our Lady of Fatima

Saturday May 14, 2022
The Feast of
Saint Matthias, Apostle

Between May 13 and October 13, 1917, three
Portuguese children–Francisco and Jacinta Marto
and their cousin Lucia dos Santos–received apparitions of Our Lady at Cova da Iria near Fatima, a city
110 miles north of Lisbon. Mary asked the children
to pray the rosary for world peace, for the end of
World War I, for sinners, and for the conversion of
Russia. Mary gave the children three secrets.
Following the deaths of Francisco and Jacinta in
1919 and 1920 respectively, Lucia revealed the first
secret in 1927. It concerned devotion to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. The second secret was a
vision of hell. When Lucia grew up she became a
Carmelite nun and died in 2005 at the age of 97.

According to Acts 1:15-26, during the days after the
Ascension Peter stood up in the midst of the
brothers—about 120 of Jesus’ followers. Now that
Judas had betrayed his ministry, it was necessary,
Peter said, to fulfill the scriptural recommendation
that another should take his office. “Therefore, it is
necessary that one of the men who accompanied us
the whole time the Lord Jesus came and went among
us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day
on which he was taken up from us, become with us a
witness to his resurrection” (Acts 1:21-22).

Pope John Paul II directed the Holy See’s Secretary
of State to reveal the third secret in 2000; it spoke of
a “bishop in white” who was shot by a group of
soldiers who fired bullets and arrows into him. Many
people linked this vision to the assassination attempt
against Pope John Paul II in St. Peter’s Square on
May 13, 1981. The feast of Our Lady of Fatima was
approved by the local bishop in 1930; it was added
to the Church’s worldwide calendar in 2002.
The message of Fatima is simple: Pray. Some
people—not Sister Lucia—have distorted these
revelations, making them into an apocalyptic event
for which they are now the only reliable interpreters.
They have, for example, claimed that Mary’s request
that the world be consecrated to her has been
ignored. Sister Lucia agreed that Pope John Paul II’s
public consecration in St. Peter’s Square on March
25, 1984, fulfilled Mary’s request. The Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith prepared a June 26,
2000, document explaining the “third secret.” Mary
is perfectly honored when people generously imitate
her response “Let it be done to me as you say” (Luke
1:38). Mary can never be seen as a rival to Jesus or
to the Church’s teaching authority, as exercised by
the college of bishops united with the bishop of
Rome.

They nominated two men: Joseph Barsabbas and
Matthias. They prayed and drew lots. The choice fell
upon Matthias, who was added to the Eleven.
Matthias is not mentioned by name anywhere else in
the New Testament.
What was the holiness of Matthias? Obviously, he
was suited for apostleship by the experience of being
with Jesus from his baptism to his ascension. He
must also have been suited personally, or he would
not have been nominated for so great a responsibility.
Must we not remind ourselves that the fundamental
holiness of Matthias was his receiving gladly the relationship with the Father offered him by Jesus and
completed by the Holy Spirit? If the apostles are the
foundations of our faith by their witness, they must
also be reminders, if only implicitly, that holiness is
entirely a matter of God’s giving, and it is offered to
all, in the everyday circumstances of life. We receive,
and even for this God supplies the power of freedom.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, Augustin Cisneros,
James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,
Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,
Christopher Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero,
Theresa Pacheco, William Goss, Luke Pacheco,
Vincenza Papa, Jim Schneggenburger,
Anthony Criscuolo, John Ross,
Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez and
Sumiko Tanaka Hennessy.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

Please be mindful that there are people
who come to church early in order
to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 8, 2022
“The disciples filled with
joy and the Holy Spirit”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

FOCUS:

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Our God knows and loves each of us.
What a blessing it is to have a God who knows each
one of us. Each of us is created and gifted with our
own unique purpose.
As Jesus says in today’s
Gospel: My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and
they follow me. Let us celebrate Jesus’ presence in
our lives and follow after Him.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME

"From the beginning the Word was
a source of life"
John 1:4
Join us on Thursday, May 12, 2022 at 7:30 8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the rectory.
Our study is on
The Letter to the Hebrews.
Lesson 2: Hebrews 3:1-5:10 continues the
discussion of God’s Son and God’s word.
Come and see … meet the members of our group as
we share the wisdom of God in holy scripture. The
Gospel readings and study will be conducted using
the Little Rock Scripture program.
Study booklets will be provided.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information, please
contact us through our email
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory
at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture.

All Are Welcome!

The Golden Age Club

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place
before the 9:00AM Mass. The Blessed Sacrament
will be exposed at 8:00AM each morning, Monday
through Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament. At 8:30AM the rosary will
be prayed by parishioners before the Blessed Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed Sacrament will be
reposed before the 9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to
perseverance in prayer. “Pray without ceasing.”
“Watch and pray.” Eucharistic adoration helps us
discover the Real Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day praying
before the Blessed Sacrament in silence or praying
the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage of this
time with the Lord. We are living in challenging
times and we all need the Lord to strengthen our
faith and give us the courage to live each day.

St. Francis of Assisi
Bereavement Support
Group

The Golden Age Club will have Mass on
Monday, May 9th, at 12:00noon.

If you or someone you know are mourning the
death of a loved one and are having a hard time
coping with daily events, you may find some
comfort by attending our meetings.

All parishioners are welcome to join us as
we pray for all mothers, grandmothers, aunts
and those who fill the role of mother.

We meet in the Meeting Room located down the
stairs in the back of the Rectory located at
21-17 45th Street on Wednesday evenings
at 7:00PM.

God Bless!

Please call the St. Francis Rectory office at
(718) 728-7801 if you wish to attend or need
more information.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
Sunday Collection 4/30-5/1
$4,823.00
School parents must use church envelopes.

THANK YOU to all who have contributed
to the Annual Catholic Appeal. Our goal
this year is $41,679.00 As of May 2nd we
have $21,003.00 towards our goal. The
weekend of May 14th and 15th we will have
an in pew solicitation to help us reach our
goal. If you have not contributed to the
appeal, please prayerfully consider your
contribution and on the weekend of May
14th, 15th envelopes will be available for you
to make your contribution or pledge.
Thank you for your support.

I.A.C.A. Events
Meetings on Thursdays at 7:00PM
in the rectory basement.
Election for new administration
May 12th at 7:00PM.
Procession after the 12:30PM Mass on
May 15th in the church parking lot.

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973
We are planning a 50th reunion for the
spring/summer of 2023. We are trying to
round up contact information for all
alumni of the Class of ‘73.
Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your
contact information to
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com
or
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com

PLEASE NOTE
Sunday, May 22nd from 9:00am to
3:00pm, St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Academy is having an
Artisan Market in the school yard.
Because of this event the school
yard can not be used for parking
for Sunday Masses.
Sorry for the inconvenience.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

Congratulations to our First Communicants who
joined us at The Table of the Lord for the first time.

Adelise Aliano
Gabriella Aliano
David Benitez
Charlotte Betancourt
Giacomo Carlino
Ava Ciccimarra
Lea Ciccimarra
Mason Cleghorn
Rossella DiFilippo
Ava Doran
Camilla Garavaglia
Arden Geiger
Alexandar Golubovic
Jaxon Hili
Maria Kubina
Noe Leo-Farol

Orla Marrinan
Lucas Montoya
Matthew Mura
Adrian Norkunas
Marcos Ortiz
Victoria Palermo
Mia Perrelli
Lorenzo Pirreca
Conor Schober
Maria Schober
Corynne Soberal
Michaela Soberal
Erik Sullivan
Matthew Tringali
Evan Vagelatos
Ethan Vella

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

May 8—May 14

May 15—May 21

Sunday, May 8
Mother’s Day

10:40-12noon CCD—SCH

Monday, May 9

12:00noon-Golden Age Mass
1:00PM—3:30PM Golden Age

Tuesday, May 10
6:30PM—AA Meeting

Wednesday, May 11
7:00PM Baptism Class
7:00PM—Bereavement Group

Thursday, May 12

10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary
7:00PM I.A.C.A. Election
7:30PM Scripture Study

Friday, May 13
Saturday, May 14

Sunday, May 15

10:40-12noon CCD—SCH
After 12:30PM Mass I.A.C,A, Procession
in the Parking Lot.

Monday, May 16

1:00PM—3:30PM Golden Age

Tuesday, May 17
6:30PM—AA Meeting

Wednesday, May 18
Thursday, May 19

10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary
6:30PM Home Academy Meeting
7:00PM I.A.C.A.
7:30PM Scripture Study

Friday, May 20
3K/Pre K Breakfast

Saturday, May 21

6:00-7:30PM Youth Group Meeting

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus,
gathers in worship and witnesses the
Gospel message. The parish values and
welcomes each person’s gift of time,
talent and treasure. As a faith-filled
community, we are committed to minister
to the spiritual, educational and material
needs of all people.

Happy Mother’s Day

The month of May
is dedicated to our
Blessed Mother.
Mothers’ Day Mass Remembrance
envelopes are available at the doors
of the church.
Please enroll your mother, living or
deceased in the novena of masses which
will begin on Mothers’ Day,
Sunday, May 8th.
Your envelope can be returned in any
collection.

Let us find the
time to pray the
rosary each day or
a least a decade.
Let us show our love for Mary, our
Mother, who loves us,
her children.

Easter
Candle
EASTER CANDLE DONATIONS
In Loving Memory of Michael Mangialino
In Loving Memory of Rose & Denis Sweeney
In Loving Memory of Lucia & Ralph Borgia
In Loving Memory of John Purich
In Loving Memory of Veronica Gordon
In Loving Memory of Charles Gordon
In Loving Memory of William LeDone
In Loving Memory of Rita & Ralph Maresca
In Loving Memory of Concetta Saraceni
In Loving Memory of Giuseppe Saraceni
In Loving Memory of Pietro Zuliani
In Loving Memory of Rosemary Zuliani
In Loving Memory of Linda Zuliani
In Loving Memory of Paul & Esperanza Eiaw
In Loving Memory of Chua Piak Lion
In Loving Memory of Dee Bun Heng
In Loving Memory of Joie Eiaw
In Loving Memory of Dann Saavedra
In Loving Memory of Carmela Messina
In Loving Memory of Assunta & Armando
Sorgini

