
 
SUNDAY,       June 12 –The Most Holy Trinity                                             
8:00 A.M.       Holy Name Society 
9:30 A.M.       Mary Cilia 
11:00 A.M.     Thomas Antonaccio 
12:30 P.M.     Elizabeth Iocco 
                       Phyllis Abela 
                       Ettore Iocco 
                       Lucia Ruffini 
                       Alba Linertini (Di Rado) 
                       Rino Del Carro 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
MONDAY,      June 13 – Saint Anthony Padua           
9:00 A.M.       The Vella Family 
 
TUESDAY,      June 14—Weekday                                                     
9:00 A.M.        John Xerri 
 
WEDNESDAY, June 15 – Weekday                                 
9:00 A.M.         The McHale Family 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    June 16 -  Weekday                                                                                                      
9:00 A.M.         Jennifer Ronacher 
 
FRIDAY,           June 17 – Weekday                                                  
9:00 A.M.         John Purich 
   

SATURDAY,    June 18 – Weekday                                                                                              
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                       Norma Carbonell 
      Giuseppe Cannavo 
                                    
5:00 P.M.       Andrew Gandolfo 
 
SUNDAY,         June 19 - Corpus Christi                                                                                                                                                                                            
8:00 A.M.        Father’s Day Novena 

9:30 A.M.        For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.      Dr. Arthur Gualtieri 
12:30 P.M.      Giuseppe Carlino 
                        Gino Filippo Volpe 
                        Calogero Lilo Cutoino 
                        Alfonso Antonio Annibale 
                        Rino Del Carro 
                        Elia Salvatore Cinquemani   

Mass Intention 

Holy Trinity Sunday 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

The Most Holy Trinity 
   
         
                     Proverbs 8:22-31 
                     Romans 5:1-5 
        John 16:12-15 
  
 

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  1 Kings  21:1-16 
              Matthew 5:38-42 
                                    
TUESDAY:  1 Kings 21:17-29                                    
   Matthew 5:43-48 
 
WEDNESDAY:           2 Kings 2:1, 6-14 
                                    Matthew 3:1-6, 16-18 
    
THURSDAY:  Sirach 48:1-14 
              Matthew 6::7-15                                             
 
FRIDAY:  2 Kings 11:1-4, 9-18, 20 
   Matthew 6:19-23                                             
    
SATURDAY:   2 Chronicles 24:17-25            
               Matthew 6:24-34 
 
 
 
 

The Feast of Corpus Christi 
 

   
        Genesis 14:18-20 
                     1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
        Luke 9:11b-17 
  
      



My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Today we celebrate one of the most fundamental beliefs of our Catholic Faith: the Most Holy Trinity, 
three distinct, coequal persons in one God. For the Church, the Trinity is considered a mystery. There are 
aspects of it we will never fully grasp while we are this side of heaven. But it is something that we hold 
as revealed truth. Today’s readings touch on the distinctions, as well as the linkages, between and among 
the three persons of the Trinity. 
 
It has been said that such a theological mystery is not a puzzle to solve, but more like an ocean in which 
we are swimming. We may never comprehend its totality, but we experience its presence and accept its 
reality, as well as its magnificence. 
 
There are references to the Holy Trinity in the Old Testament, but their meaning was mostly hidden. 
When Jesus became man, he revealed the three persons of the Trinity more fully. As Christ had promised 
before he ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit did come at Pentecost to help and empower the early 
Church to carry on Jesus’ saving mission. The Spirit was also poured out upon the Church to guide it and 
its members in the ways of truth. The Holy Spirit continues to be at work in and through the Church, em-
powering the Church and her members to continue doing the work Jesus calls her to do. 
 
The Solemnity of the Holy Trinity has been an official and universal celebration in the Church since the 
thirteen hundreds. During today’s liturgy, special prayers honor each of the persons of the Trinity, but 
every Mass is full of references to the Trinity and prayers showing our devotion.  
 
Sometimes we pray to the Trinity without realizing what we are doing. The sign of the cross is a case in 
point. This is probably the prayer most commonly said by Catholics. Yet, many people do not think of it 
as a prayer to the Trinity. In fact, a good number of Catholics go through the motions of the sign of the 
cross, without thinking about the words at all. It has become what we call a ritual, something in which 
the motions become a prayer in themselves.  
 
During today’s Mass, make a point to notice how many times we make the sign of the cross. Think about 
the words. Listen, too, for other prayers throughout the Mass that honor the Holy Trinity. Of course, the 
Creed is probably the most obvious, but you will find others that give voice to our belief in and adoration 
of the Holy Trinity. 
 
Our Catholic Catechism tells us that the Trinity is the model and source of unity of the Church, as well as 
that of the family. (CC 813, 2205) As we reflect on these things, let us pray to the Holy Trinity to guide 
us in strengthening our unity, as we continue to respect and cherish our diversity. Let us also see the Most 
Holy Trinity as a model for how we are to live. Just as the three persons of the Holy Trinity are perfectly 
united in a oneness of love, we are called to live in ever greater love and unity with God and one another. 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 
 
 

 
 



June 12, 2022 



 

Monday, June 13, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saint Anthony Padua 

 

 

Tuesday, June 14, 2022  
Flag Day 

When the American Revolution broke out in 
1775, the colonists weren’t fighting united    
under a single flag. Instead, most regiments     
participating in the war for independence 
against the British fought under their own 
flags. In June of 1775, the Second Continental 
Congress met in Philadelphia to create the  
Continental Army—a unified colonial fighting 
force—with the hopes of a more organized    
battle against its colonial oppressors. This led 
to the creation of what was, essentially, the 
first “American” flag, the Continental Colors.  

For some, this flag, which was comprised of 13 
red and white alternating stripes and a Union 
Jack in the corner, was too similar to that of the 
British. George Washington  soon realized that 
flying a flag that was even remotely close to 
the British flag was not a great confidence -
builder for the revolutionary effort, so he 
turned his efforts towards creating a new    
symbol of freedom  for the soon-to-be fledgling 
nation. 

On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental  
Congress took a break from writing the  Articles 
of Confederation and passed a resolution     
stating that “the flag of the United States be 13 
stripes, alternate red and white,” and that “the 
union be 13 stars, white in a blue field,         
representing a new constellation.”  

Bernard Cigrand, a Wisconsin teacher, originated the 
idea for an annual flag day, to be celebrated across 
the country every June 14, in 1885. That year, he led 
his school in the first formal observance of the      
holiday. Cigrand continued to promote his concept 
and advocate respect for the flag throughout his life.  

In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson officially 
established June 14 as Flag Day.  

The gospel call to leave everything and follow Christ 
was the rule of Saint Anthony of Padua’s life. Over 
and over again, God called him to something new in 
his plan. Every time Anthony responded with       
renewed zeal and self-sacrificing to serve his Lord   
Jesus more completely.  His journey as the servant of 
God began as a very young man when he decided to 
join the Augustinians in Lisbon, giving up a future 
of wealth and power to be a servant of God. Later 
when the bodies of the first Franciscan martyrs went 
through the Portuguese city where he was stationed, 
he was again filled with an intense longing to be one 
of those closest to Jesus himself. 

So Anthony entered the Franciscan Order and set out 
to preach to the Moors. But an illness prevented him 
from achieving that goal. He went to Italy and was 
stationed in a small hermitage where he spent most 
of his time praying, reading the Scriptures and doing 
menial tasks.  The call of God came again at an     
ordination where no one was prepared to speak. The 
humble and obedient Anthony hesitantly accepted 
the task. The years of searching for Jesus in prayer, 
of reading sacred Scripture and of serving him in 
poverty, chastity, and obedience had prepared An-
thony to allow the Spirit to use his talents.               
Anthony’s sermon was astounding to those who   
expected an unprepared speech and knew not the 
Spirit’s power to give people words.  Recognized as 
a great man of prayer and a great Scripture and    
theology scholar, Anthony became the first friar to 
teach theology to the other friars.  

After he led the friars in northern Italy for three 
years, he made his headquarters in the city of Padua. 
He resumed his preaching and began writing sermon 
notes to help other preachers. In the spring of 1231 
Anthony withdrew to a friary at Camposampiero. 
There he prayed and prepared for death.  On June 13, 
he became very ill and asked to be taken back to 
Padua, where he died after receiving the last         
sacraments. Anthony was canonized in 1946. 

https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/american-revolution-history
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/the-continental-congress
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/the-continental-congress
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/george-washington
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/june-14/
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/june-14/
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/june-14/
https://www.history.com/topics/articles-of-confederation
https://www.history.com/topics/articles-of-confederation
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/woodrow-wilson


   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

"From the beginning the Word was     
a source of life" 

 
John 1:4 

 
Dear SFA Friends and Family, 

The Scripture Study group has completed 
it's course of study for the year.  We hope to 

resume again in September and look        
forward to having you join us.  Wishing    

all God's blessings for a restful and      
peaceful summer . 

 
If you are interested in joining the study 
group or would like further information, 

please contact us through our 
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or 

call the rectory at (718) 728-7801.   
Please be sure to leave your 

name and contact information. 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place 
before the 9:00AM Mass. The Blessed Sacrament 

will be exposed at 8:00AM each morning, Monday 
through Saturday, giving parishioners an              

opportunity for private prayer before the Lord in 
the Blessed Sacrament.  At 8:30AM the rosary will 

be prayed by parishioners before the Blessed    
Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed Sacrament 
will be reposed before the 9:00AM Mass. Jesus 
calls us to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  

ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic adoration 
helps us discover the Real Presence of Christ. 

 

What a wonderful way to begin our day praying 
before the Blessed Sacrament in silence or praying 

the Holy Rosary. 
 

Please make every effort to take advantage of this 
time with the Lord. We are living in challenging 
times and we all need the Lord to strengthen our 

faith and give us the courage to live each day. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will 
conclude for the summer on Saturday, 
June 25th. We will resume Adoration in          

September. 

 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the     

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time,       
talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled   

community, we are committed to minister 
to the spiritual, educational and material 

needs of all  people.      

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 



 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,          
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams, Augustin Cisneros,  

James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,           
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  

Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,             

William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,      
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,        

John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      

Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  

Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez and                                

Anthony Pelle. 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

 

The Most Holy Trinity 
June 12, 2022 

 

       “We boast in our hope of  
        sharing the glory of God.”                           
                    

            Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 
 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     
or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
FOCUS:  

 
Come, Holy Spirit!  

 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit.  Just as Jesus assured the    
Apostles that the spirit of truth would     
guide them, we too, can count on the  

Holy Spirit to strengthen us in 
faith, hope and charity.    

   

 

Please be mindful that there are people 
who come to church early in order        

to pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 

In the name the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, AMEN 



St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

Sunday Collection 6/4-6/5                    $4,087.00 
     Second Collection-Catholic Communication 
                                                                 $749.00 

 

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 

We are planning a 50th reunion for the 
spring/summer of 2023.  We are trying to 

round up contact information for all  
alumni of the Class of ‘73. 

 

Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your 
contact information to  

John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 
or 

John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to all who have            
contributed to the Annual Catholic       
Appeal.  As of Tuesday, June 7th,            

we have pledged $27,218.                          
Our goal is $41,679.  

Thank you for your generosity and      
support in helping us reach our goal. If 
you are unable to donate at this time I 
ask for your prayers for the success of 

the   appeal in our parish. 

 

 

Fathers’ Day Mass Remembrance  
envelopes are available at the doors of the 

church. 
 

Please enroll your father, living or            
deceased in the novena of masses which 

will begin on Fathers’ Day,  
Sunday, June 19th. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

June 12—June 18  
 
 

Sunday, June 12 

8:00AM Holy Name Mass  
 

Monday, June 13 

12:00-3:30PM  Golden Age-MCH 
            Final Meeting 
 

Tuesday, June 14 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, June 15 
 

Thursday, June 16 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
7:00PM— I.A.C.A. 
 

Friday, June 17 
5:00PM-Graduation Mass & Ceremony 
 

Saturday, June 18 
 

 

June 19—June 25  
 
 

Sunday, June 19 
 

Monday, June 20 
 

Tuesday, June 21 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, June 22 
 

Thursday, June 23 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
7:00PM— I.A.C.A.—Summer Party 
 

Friday, June 24 

 

Saturday, June 25 
Last Day of Adoration—We will resume in  
                          September 

  








