Corpus Christi

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

June 19 –Corpus Christi
Father’s Day Novena
For the People of St. Francis
Dr. Arthur Gualtieri
Giuseppe Carlino
Gino Filippo Volpe
Calogero Lilo Cutoimo
Alfonso Antonio Annibale
Rino Del Carro
Elia Salvatore Cinquemani
Giovani Veneziano

Today’s Readings
Corpus Christi
Genesis 14:18-20
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Luke 9:11b-17

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

2 Kings 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18
Matthew 7:1-5

TUESDAY:

2 Kings 19:9b-11, 14-21,
31-35a, 36
Matthew 7:6, 12-14

WEDNESDAY, June 22 – Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Father’s Day Novena

WEDNESDAY:

2 Kings 22:8-13; 23:1-3
Matthew 7:15-20

THURSDAY, June 23 - Saint John the Baptist
9:00 A.M.
Father’s Day Novena

THURSDAY:

Isaiah 49:1-6
Acts 13:22-26
Luke 1:57-66, 80

FRIDAY:

Ezekiel 34:11-16
Romans 5:5b-11
Luke 15:3-7

SATURDAY:

Lamentations 2:2, 10-14, 18-19
Luke 2:41-51

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

June 20 – Weekday
Father’s Day Novena

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

June 21—Saint Aloysius Gonzaga
Father’s Day Novena

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

June 24 – Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Father’s Day Novena

SATURDAY, June 25 – Immaculate Heart of Mary
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Father’s Day Novena
Phyllis Abela
5:00 P.M.

Father’s Day Novena

SUNDAY,

June 26 - Thirteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Erundina Calvo
Anna Cambareri
For the People of St. Francis
Natale Pa;azzolo
Joseph Argenzio
Concetta Giagliardo
Paul Bolognese
Rino Del Carro
Matteo Ferrara

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

The Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Kings 19:3b, 19-21
Galatians 5:1, 13-18
Luke 9:51-62

My Dear Parishioners,
The story of Abram and Melchizedek shows bread being offered in thanks to God for a
miracle. So often in the Bible, the bread itself is the miracle, as when the Israelites were fed
manna in the desert, or when Elijah promised the widow and her son, both about to die of
starvation, that the jug of oil would not go dry, or the flour jar go empty. No one could do
greater things with bread than Jesus himself.
Recall that Jesus was born in a feeding trough in Bethlehem, a Hebrew name that translates
as house of bread. It is as if the very circumstances of his birth intended to suggest that he
was meant to become food for us as we make our pilgrim journey toward his kingdom.
The event recalled in today’s reading from the Gospel of Luke matches closely the story of
the loaves and fishes from John. Jesus, after having fed thousands, announces himself as the
true bread sent from heaven. He promises that whoever eats his flesh and drinks his blood
will have eternal life, and be raised on the last day.
Christ, in the Eucharist, continues to feed multitudes with much more left over in abundance.
The Eucharist has been offered by the Church from its beginning, and will be offered by her
until the end of time because Jesus said, Do this in remembrance of me. The Eucharist will
continue to feed us also because Jesus wishes to remain with us and in us, helping us to seek
him, see him and serve him by how we love, honor, serve and forgive one another.
Paul, in today’s first reading refers to Holy Communion and Jesus being really and truly
present in the Eucharist as a fact of faith. Too many Catholics have lost their way with regard
to believing in the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.
In proclaiming the Year of the Eucharist in his 2003 encyclical Ecclesia de Eucharistic, Saint
John Paul II wrote: “The most holy Eucharist contains the Church’s entire spiritual wealth:
Christ Himself.” He encouraged every Catholic to “rekindle this Eucharistic
‘amazement.’” (par. 6)
On this feast of Corpus Christi, established by Pope Urban IV in the year 1264, we celebrate
the miracle of the Eucharist. When we share in the Eucharist, we share in Jesus’ miraculous
love for us and for all sinners.
This is my last bulletin column until September. I want to wish everyone a relaxing and
peaceful summer. Take time to be with family and friends and be grateful for all God’s
blessings. Remember to pray each day and attend Mass each weekend. Stay safe and healthy!
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

June 19, 2022

Tuesday, June 21, 2022
The Feast of
Saint Aloysuis Gonzaga

Thursday, June 23, 2022
The Nativity of
Saint John the Baptist

Florence was the “mother of piety” for Aloysius
Gonzaga despite his exposure to a “society of fraud,
dagger, poison, and lust.” As a son of a princely
family, he grew up in royal courts and army camps.
His father wanted Aloysius to be a military hero. At
age 7 Aloysius experienced a profound spiritual
quickening. His prayers included the Office of Mary,
the psalms, and other devotions. At age 9 he came
from his hometown of Castiglione to Florence to be
educated; by age 11 he was teaching catechism to
poor children, fasting three days a week, and practicing great austerities. When he was 13 years old, he
traveled with his parents and the Empress of Austria
to Spain, and acted as a page in the court of Philip II.
The more Aloysius saw of court life, the more disillusioned he became, seeking relief in learning about
the lives of saints. A book about the experience of
Jesuit missionaries in India suggested to him the idea
of entering the Society of Jesus, and in Spain his decision became final. Now began a four-year contest
with his father. Eminent churchmen and laypeople
were pressed into service to persuade Aloysius to
remain in his “normal” vocation. Finally he prevailed, was allowed to renounce his right to succession, and was received into the Jesuit novitiate. Like
other seminarians, Aloysius was faced with a new
kind of penance—that of accepting different ideas
about the exact nature of penance. He was obliged to
eat more, and to take recreation with the other students. He was forbidden to pray except at stated
times. He spent four years in the study of philosophy
and had Saint Robert Bellarmine as his spiritual adviser.

Jesus called John the greatest of all those who had
preceded him: “I tell you, among those born of women, no one is greater than John….” But John would
have agreed completely with what Jesus added: “[Y]
et the least in the kingdom of God is greater than
he” (Luke 7:28). John spent his time in the desert, an
ascetic. He began to announce the coming of the
Kingdom, and to call everyone to a fundamental
reformation of life. His purpose was to prepare the
way for Jesus. His baptism, he said, was for repentance. But one would come who would baptize with
the Holy Spirit and fire. John was not worthy even to
untie his sandals. His attitude toward Jesus was: “He
must increase; I must decrease” (John 3:30). John
was humbled to find among the crowd of sinners who
came to be baptized the one whom he already knew
to be the Messiah. “I need to be baptized by
you” (Matthew 3:14b). But Jesus insisted. Jesus, true
and humble human as well as eternal God, was eager
to do what was required of any good Jew. Jesus thus
publicly entered the community of those awaiting the
Messiah. But making himself part of that community,
he made it truly messianic. The greatness of John,
his pivotal place in the history of salvation, is seen in
the great emphasis Luke gives to the announcement
of his birth and the event itself—both made prominently parallel to the same occurrences in the life of
Jesus. John attracted countless people to the banks of
the Jordan, and it occurred to some people that he
might be the Messiah. But he constantly deferred to
Jesus, even to sending away some of his followers to
become the first disciples of Jesus.

In 1591, a plague struck Rome. The Jesuits opened a
hospital of their own. Because he nursed patients,
washing them and making their beds, Aloysius
caught the disease. A fever persisted after his recovery and he was so weak he could scarcely rise from
bed. Yet he maintained his great discipline of prayer,
knowing that he would die three months later within
the octave of Corpus Christi, at the age of 23.

Perhaps John’s idea of the coming of the Kingdom of
God was not being perfectly fulfilled in the public
ministry of Jesus. For whatever reason, when he was
in prison he sent his disciples to ask Jesus if he was
the Messiah. Jesus’ answer showed that the Messiah
was to be a figure like that of the Suffering Servant in
Isaiah. John himself would share in the pattern of
messianic suffering, losing his life to the revenge of
Herodias.

Friday, June 24, 2022
The Most Sacred Heart
of Jesus

Saturday, June 25, 2022
The Immaculate
Heart of Mary

The Church, governed and taught by the Holy Ghost,
has approved and recommended devotion to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. In our age of religious
indifference, when fervor and charity have grown
cold, Jesus exhibits to the world His Sacred Heart as
the symbol of God's infinite love - the symbol of His
own generous self-sacrificing love for men. Jesus
shows His Divine Heart as a furnace whose burning
rays of love are able to reanimate faith and rekindle
love in hearts grown cold and ungrateful.

A Consecration Prayer to Mary:

But why His Heart? Because in every language, in
every age, the heart is regarded as the natural symbol
of love and affection. What more natural and
expressive symbol is there, then, of the excessive
love of Jesus than His Sacred Heart? The direct and
material object of devotion to the Sacred Heart is the
real, physical Heart of Jesus - the Heart of flesh, the
living and loving Heart of our Blessed Lord; the
Heart that beat in His Divine breast at the moment of
the Incarnation; the Heart that loved us during the
life of Jesus on earth, that poured forth its blood to
the last drop on Mount Calvary; the beatified Heart
now glorious in Heaven and still dwelling among us
in the Blessed Sacrament; the Heart ever united to
the Person of the Divine Word, to whom is due supreme homage and adoration.
We the Christians are the true Israel which springs
from Christ, for we are carved out of His heart as
from a rock. – St. Justin Martyr (d. 165)
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your souls. – Matthew 11:29
There is in the Sacred Heart the symbol and express
image of the infinite love of Jesus Christ which
moves us to love in return. – Pope Leo XIII

O Mary, Virgin most powerful and Mother of mercy,
Queen of Heaven and Refuge of sinners, we
consecrate ourselves to thine Immaculate Heart.
We consecrate to thee our very being and our whole
life; all that we have, all that we love, all that we are.
To thee we give our bodies, our hearts and our souls;
to thee we give our homes, our families, our country.
We desire that all that is in us and around us may
belong to thee, and may share in the benefits of thy
motherly benediction. And that this act of
consecration may be truly efficacious and lasting,
we renew this day at thy feet the promises of our
Baptism and our first Holy Communion.
We pledge ourselves to profess courageously and at
all times the truths of our holy Faith, and to live as
befits Catholics who are duly submissive to all the
directions of the Pope and the Bishops in
communion with him.
We pledge ourselves to keep the commandments of
God and His Church, in particular to keep holy the
Lord's Day.
We likewise pledge ourselves to make the consoling
practices of the Christian religion, and above all,
Holy Communion, an integral part of our lives,
in so far as we shall be able so to do.
Finally, we promise thee, O glorious Mother of God
and loving Mother of men, to devote ourselves whole
-heartedly to the service of thy blessed cult, in order
to hasten and assure, through the sovereignty of thine
Immaculate Heart, the coming of the kingdom of the
Sacred Heart of thine adorable Son, in our own hearts
and in those of all men, in our country and in all the
world, as in heaven, so on earth. Amen.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, Augustin Cisneros,
James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,
Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez and
Sumiko Tanaka Hennessy.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

Memorials for the Week of
June 19, 2022
ALTAR BREAD
In Loving Memory of
Alba Libertini
Requested by:
Sandra Del Greco &
Phyllis Manttello

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

Please be mindful that there are people
who come to church early in order
to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

Corpus Christi
June 19, 2022
“You give them something to eat.”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
or
email:vocations@diobrook.org
FOCUS:

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus,
gathers in worship and witnesses the
Gospel message. The parish values and
welcomes each person’s gift of time,
talent and treasure. As a faith-filled
community, we are committed to minister
to the spiritual, educational and material
needs of all people.

Here is the great mystery of the Eucharist,
Christ fulfills His promise to be with His
people always.
Today we profess and acknowledge the
Eucharist as the source and summit of our faith.
Here, under the appearance of bread and wine,
Christ’s body and blood are broken and shared,
and we celebrate Christ’s enduring presence
with us. Here we encounter His compassionate
love and healing, and here we are
strengthened and nourished to live the Gospel.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
Sunday Collection 6/11-6/12

$4,010.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973
We are planning a 50th reunion for the
spring/summer of 2023. We are trying to
round up contact information for all
alumni of the Class of ‘73.
Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your
contact information to
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com
or
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com

Next Weekend, June 25th and 26th, the
second collection will be for Peter’s Pence.
Please be as generous as your means allow.
Thank you for your support.

Dear St. Francis Parishioners,
It is so good to be back playing the organ at all
the masses. I missed everyone so much.
Thank you for all your prayers. I believe your
prayers made it possible for me to come back to
St. Francis. My health is improving and my legs
are getting stronger every day.
St. Francis is my home forever.
All of you are wonderful. I love all of you.
Ms. Marina Struleva

THANK YOU to all who have
contributed to the Annual Catholic
Appeal. As of Tuesday, June 14th,
we have pledged $29,118 and have paid
$20,128. Our goal is $41,679.
Thank you for your generosity and
support in helping us reach our goal. If
you are unable to donate at this time I
ask for your prayers for the success of
the appeal in our parish.

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
For each car, truck or van, running or not,
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per
vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a
family member, friend or neighbor has an old or
neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would
like to dispose of.
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at
(718) 491-2525.

Summer Rectory Office Hours - 2022
Summer Rectory office hours will begin Monday, June 27th and conclude on Monday
September 4th. Regular office hours will resume on Tuesday, September 5th.
Summer Hours:
Monday—Thursday
Friday
Lunch Hour

9:00am to 12 Noon * 1:00pm to 5:00pm
9:00am to 12 Noon * 1:00pm to 3:00pm
12:00 Noon to 1:00pm

Saturday

9:00am to 2:00pm

Sundays and Holidays

Closed

Summer Weekly Collections
As the nice weather provides us with weekend opportunities to get away, please remember
the importance of your weekly offerings. While the summer months bring a dip in our Mass
attendance and weekly offerings, it is important that we try to meet our normal operating
expenses. Those expenses do not change with the summer season.
Please consider submitting your summer envelopes before you leave for vacation. Those
monies help us pay our summer bills and keep our budget balanced. As you know our fiscal
year ends August 31, 2022, so it is important we maintain a balanced budget. I appreciate
your cooperation in this matter. As always, thank you for you understanding, your
generosity and your spirit of sacrificial giving.
Have a peaceful, prayerful , enjoyable and safe summer!

When going on
vacation and you
need to know the
nearest Catholic
Church,
www.masstimes.org
Will assist you.

SUMMER WEATHER
As the warm weather approaches, we are blessed to
have air conditioning in our church to keep us cool.
Unfortunately, it is not easy to please everyone.
Some say it is too cool, others say it is not cool enough.
A suggestion that you bring a sweater might help to
solve the situation if you feel the cold. Also, if it is
sunny, you may want to sit on the schoolyard side of
church where it is usually warmer from the suns rays
coming through the windows. THANK YOU.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

June 19—June 25

June 26—July 2

Sunday, June 19
Corpus Christi

Monday, June 20
Tuesday, June 21
6:30PM—AA Meeting

Wednesday, June 22
Thursday, June 23

10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary
7:00PM— I.A.C.A.—Summer Party

Sunday, June 26

1:30PM Baptism
4:00PM St. Anthony Abate Mass

Monday, June 27
Tuesday, June 28
6:30PM—AA Meeting

Wednesday, June 29
Thursday, June 30

10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary

Friday, June 24

Friday, July 1

Saturday, June 25

Saturday, July 2

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

9:00am Anointing Mass

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

We at St. Francis of Assisi wish all fathers, grandfathers, uncles and
those who have taken the responsibility to act as fathers a very

HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY

We congratulate the graduates of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Academy, Class of 2022!
May they have continued success in their high schools and remember to keep
the mission of St. Francis for peace and love in their lives.
We congratulate Vartan Krikorian as the class Valedictorian and
James Groll as the class Salutatorian.
We also congratulate their teachers, Mrs. Kubina, Mrs. Sturman, and Miss Gangi and
our principal, Ms. Stefano.
Our students will have their closing Mass on June 24th at 11:00 am. It is the last day of
school! Dismissal is at 12:00 pm. We wish everyone a wonderful and safe summer.
School begins Wednesday, September 7th.
Happy Summer!

