Pentecost Sunday

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

June 5 –Pentecost Sunday
For the People of St. Francis
Carmela Pagano
Andres Felipe Londono Garcia
Elizabeth Iocco
Phyllis Abela
Serdan Gacevic

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

June 6 – The Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of the Church
Mark Martin O’Neill

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

June 7—Weekday
Branka Turkovic

WEDNESDAY, June 8 – Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Nerina Llossas
THURSDAY, June 9 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Leonard Volpe
FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

June 10 – Weekday
Marie Salamone

SATURDAY, June 11 – Saint Barnabas, Apostle
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Dr. Arthur Gualtieri
Phyllis Abela
5:00 P.M.

For the People of St. Francis

SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

June 12 - The Most Holy Trinity
Holy Name Society
Mary Cilia
Thomas Antonaccio
Ettore Iocco
Phyllis Abela
Elizabeth Iocco
Lucia Ruffini
Alba Libertini (Di Rado)

Today’s Readings
Pentecost Sunday
Acts 7:55-60
1 Corinthians 12:3b-17, 12-13
John 20:19-23

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

Genesis 3:9-15, 20
John 19:25-34

TUESDAY:

1 Kings 17:7-16
Matthew 5:13-16

WEDNESDAY:

1 Kings 18:20-39
Matthew 5:17-19

THURSDAY:

1 Kings 18:41-46
Matthew 5::20-26

FRIDAY:

1 Kings 19:9a, 11-16
Matthew 5:27-32

SATURDAY:

Acts11:21b-26, 13:1-3
Matthew 5:33-37

The Most Holy Trinity
Proverbs 8:22-31
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15

My Dear Parishioners,
In the life of the Church, Christmas, Easter and Pentecost are designated as solemnities of equal rank
and importance. They present us with the actions of the Holy Trinity, of a loving God who gave us
his only begotten Son whose mission it was to fill us with God’s life giving Spirit. Conceived and
born by the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus handed over his Spirit as he died on the cross.
Pentecost is regarded as the birthday of the Church. The Apostles had locked themselves in the Upper
Room in fear. But then God unleashed an unheard of power upon them. They courageously burst out
of the Upper Room into the public square, driven by wind and fire, to spread throughout the world
the presence of God that had come to them from the Father of Jesus Christ.
I submit that we are very much like the pre-Pentecost Apostles, huddled together in fear of what’s
going on in our world today and the culture that surrounds us.
Today, we face social changes that weigh heavily upon us. Our lives are often layered in fear,
resulting from so many social ills. Added to this is the devaluing of the dignity and sanctity of human
life from conception to natural death.
Clearly, we have an American culture that’s in distress. Moreover, we rejoice in our American
diversity while we find unity more elusive.
The coming of the Holy Spirit brought a sense of unity and purpose to those fractured eleven
Apostles. More importantly, it brought one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all in Jesus
Christ. The Church was endowed with unity and universality so the hearts of all could be touched,
and the lives of all could be shared in the one Christ, in the one bread and in the one cup, in the one
Church.
How, then, can we challenge our culture, one in which individuality and privacy are exalted over
community and the common good?
We stand 2,000 years removed from the pre-Pentecost Church huddled together in the Upper Room,
but we, too, can be insulated. Perhaps we would do well to long, with the Apostles, for the Holy
Spirit. Let us pray today:
Loving Father, send your Holy Spirit upon us to renew us and to renew our troubled world. Renew
us, loving Father, in that wondrous life that you gave to your Church 2,000 years ago. With fresh
vigor we may join ourselves in the mission of your Apostles and live together in the One, Holy,
Catholic and Apostolic Church, in order to accomplish your work.

All the Blessings of the Holy Spirit,
Msgr. Maresca

June 6, 2022

Monday, June 6, 2022
The Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of the Church

Saturday, June 11, 2022
The Feast of
Saint Barnabas, Apostle

Today’s feast, formally integrated into the Church’s
calendar by the authority of Pope Francis in 2018,
specifically commemorates Mary’s motherhood of
the Church rather than her motherhood of God, a
feast celebrated on January 1. Mary likely showed as
much tender concern for Christ’s mystical body as it
slowly matured in its native Palestine as she did for
His physical body in Nazareth. Pope Pius XII
perceptively noted Mary’s dual maternity in his
encyclical on the Church: “It was she who was there
to tend the mystical body of Christ, born of the
Savior’s pierced heart, with the same motherly care
that she spent on the child Jesus in the crib.” It is
possible the Apostles held their first Council in
about 49 A.D. in Jerusalem precisely because Mary
still dwelled in the holy city. She was likely the
young religion’s greatest living witness and pillar of
unity. We can imagine her presiding over early
Christian gatherings with reserved solemnity,
nursing primitive Christianity just as she had Christ.

Barnabas, a Jew of Cyprus, comes as close as anyone
outside the Twelve to being a full-fledged apostle. He
was closely associated with Saint Paul—he introduced Paul to Peter and the other apostles—and
served as a kind of mediator between the former
persecutor and the still suspicious Jewish Christians.

In baptism this Mother does not release her children
from her body but absorbs them, making them fully
her own unto death. Since the early Middle Ages,
feast days and devotions to the Virgin Mary have
proliferated in Catholicism. Now Pope Francis has
given the Church a feast to compliment that of
January 1. The two motherhoods of Mary reflect one
profound truth, that Christ approaches us in time and
in space, in history and in sacrament, in mysterious
and beautiful ways. In the words of Saint Augustine:
“What (God) has bestowed on Mary in the flesh, He
has bestowed on the Church in the spirit; Mary gave
birth to the One, and the Church gives birth to the
many, who through the One become one.
The joyous veneration given to the Mother of God
by the Church, in light of reflection on the mystery
of Christ and on his nature, cannot ignore the figure
of a woman, the Virgin Mary, who is both the
Mother of Christ and Mother of the Church.

When a Christian community developed at Antioch,
Barnabas was sent as the official representative of the
church of Jerusalem to incorporate them into the fold.
He and Paul instructed in Antioch for a year, after
which they took relief contributions to Jerusalem.
Later Paul and Barnabas, now clearly seen as
charismatic leaders, were sent by Antioch officials to
preach to the gentiles. Enormous success crowned
their efforts. After a miracle at Lystra, the people
wanted to offer sacrifice to them as gods—Barnabas
being Zeus, and Paul, Hermes—but the two said,
“We are of the same nature as you, human beings.
We proclaim to you good news that you should turn
from these idols to the living God” (Acts 14:8-18).
But all was not peaceful. They were expelled from
one town, they had to go to Jerusalem to clear up the
ever-recurring controversy about circumcision, and
even the best of friends can have differences. When
Paul wanted to revisit the places they had evangelized, Barnabas wanted to take along his cousin John
Mark, author of the Gospel, but Paul insisted that
since Mark had deserted them once, he was not fit to
take along now. The disagreement that followed was
so sharp that Barnabas and Paul separated: Barnabas
taking Mark to Cyprus, Paul taking Silas to Syria.
Later they were reconciled—Paul, Barnabas and
Mark.
When Paul stood up to Peter for not eating with
gentiles for fear of his Jewish friends, we learn that
“even Barnabas was carried away by their
hypocrisy” (Galatians 2:1-13).

Baptisms
We welcome those who were Baptized during the
month of May 2022.

Francesco John Marchesi
Julian Carter Black
Alessio Edward Caruso
Amber Sophia Chin
Avery Harper Connelly
Anthony Joseph Rivera

Recently Deceased
The following have passed away during the month of May 2022.
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish.

Mary Di Rico
Evelyn Polizio
Lucy Giammaria

THANK YOU to all who have
contributed to the Annual Catholic
Appeal. As of Tuesday, June 1st,
we have pledged $26,218.
Our goal is $41,679.
Thank you for your generosity and
support in helping us reach our goal. If
you are unable to donate at this time I ask
for your prayers for the success of the
appeal in our parish.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, Augustin Cisneros,
James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,
Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez and
Sumiko Tanaka Hennessy.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

Please be mindful that there are people
who come to church early in order
to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

Pentecost Sunday
June 5, 2022
“The Spirit gave them ability.”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
or
email:vocations@diobrook.org
FOCUS:

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Today is Pentecost, the birthday of the
Church, honoring the coming of the
Spirit into our midst.
The early Church was expanded when the
resurrected Jesus left His disciples, promising
to send the Holy Spirit to be with them on earth.
Empowerment by His presence among them,
they began preaching the word even though
they faced many challenges. The people
listened and were baptized,

and the Church was born.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME

"From the beginning the Word was
a source of life"
John 1:4
The Scripture Study group will meet on
Thursday, June 9th, in the rectory basement
from 7:30 to 8:50PM. Our study is on
The Letter to the Hebrews.
Lesson 4: Hebrews 8:11-10:18 on
The Priesthood and Sacrifice of Christ.
Come and see … meet the members of our group as
we share the wisdom of God in holy scripture. The
Gospel readings and study will be conducted using
the Little Rock Scripture program.
Study booklets will be provided.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information, please
contact us through our email
at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory
at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place
before the 9:00AM Mass. The Blessed Sacrament
will be exposed at 8:00AM each morning, Monday
through Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament. At 8:30AM the rosary will
be prayed by parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed Sacrament
will be reposed before the 9:00AM Mass. Jesus
calls us to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic adoration
helps us discover the Real Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day praying
before the Blessed Sacrament in silence or praying
the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage of this
time with the Lord. We are living in challenging
times and we all need the Lord to strengthen our
faith and give us the courage to live each day.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture.

Memorials for the Week of
June 5, 2022
ALTAR BREAD
In Loving Memory of
Phyllis Abela
Requested by:
The Members of
The Golden Age

On Sunday, June 12th, the 8:00am Mass is the
Holy Name Mass. The mission of the Holy
Name Society is to promote devotion and
reverence for the Holy Name of God and
Jesus. What better way than to participate
in the Holy Name Monthly Mass. All are
invited to join in this celebration.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
Sunday Collection 5/28-5/29
$3,917.00
School parents must use church envelopes.

50/50 Winners
May 2022
First Prize
Ms. Kelsey Papanicolaou
Second Prize
Mr. & Mrs. James Elmendorf
Third Prize
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Vella

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973
We are planning a 50th reunion for the
spring/summer of 2023. We are trying to
round up contact information for all
alumni of the Class of ‘73.
Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your
contact information to
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com
or
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com

June 2022

Please feel free to take a copy of the
Word Among Us. What a great way
to spend a few minutes each day
reflecting on the word of God and
applying it to your daily life.
Copies are available at the back of
Church and the side doors. The Word
Among Us includes a daily meditation
based on one of the Mass readings,
that will help you understand the
Scriptures and lead you into prayer.
Also there are articles to help you
grow in your Catholic faith and walk
with the Lord in everyday life.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

June 5—June 11

June 12—June 18

Sunday, June 5
Monday, June 6

12:00-3:30PM Golden Age-MCH

Tuesday, June 7
6:30PM—AA Meeting

Wednesday, June 8

Sunday, June 12

8:00AM Holy Name Mass
12:30PM—I.A.C.A. Installation

Monday, June 13

12:00-3:30PM Golden Age-MCH

Tuesday, June 14
6:30PM—AA Meeting

7:00PM—Baptism Class

Wednesday, June 15

Thursday, June 9

Thursday, June 16

Friday, June 10

Friday, June 17

10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary
7:00PM— I.A.C.A.
7:30PM—Scripture Study

Saturday, June 11

10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary
7:00PM— I.A.C.A.
7:30PM—Scripture Study

5:00PM-Graduation Mass & Ceremony

Saturday, June 18

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus,
gathers in worship and witnesses the
Gospel message. The parish values and
welcomes each person’s gift of time,
talent and treasure. As a faith-filled
community, we are committed to minister
to the spiritual, educational and material
needs of all people.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

