
 
SUNDAY,       July 10 –Fifteenth Sunday in 
                                                    Ordinary Time                                             
8:00 A.M.       Holy Name Society 
9:30 A.M.       Lillian Ghiradi 
11:00 A.M.     Victoria Marino 
12:30 P.M.     Rino Del Carro 
                       Antonino Licata 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
MONDAY,      July 11 – Saint Benedict           
9:00 A.M.       Maria LoGiudice 
 
TUESDAY,      July 12—Weekday                                                     
9:00 A.M.        Maria Gegorat 
 
WEDNESDAY, July 13 – Weekday                                 
9:00 A.M.         All Souls 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    July 14 -  Saint Kateri Tekakwitha                                                                                                      
9:00 A.M.         Alan Guidry 
 
FRIDAY,           July 15 – Saint Bonaventure                                                 
9:00 A.M.         George Blaslov 
   

SATURDAY,    July 16 – Our Lady of Mount Carmel                                                                                              
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                        Michael Marchassala 
                                  
5:00 P.M.       Viola Herbst 
 
SUNDAY,         July 17 - Sixteenth Sunday in  
                                              Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                                                            
8:00 A.M.        Stephen Panik 

9:30 A.M.        For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.      Lillian Ghirardi 
12:30 P.M.      Rino Del Carro 
                        Benardo Celano 
                         
                         
                         

Mass Intention 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
         
                     Deuteronomy 30:10-14 
                     Colossians 1:15-20 
        Luke 10:25-37 
  
 

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  Isaiah 1: 10-17 
              Matthew 10:34-11:1 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Isaiah 7:1-9                                    
   Matthew 11:20-24 
 
WEDNESDAY:           Isaiah 10:5-7, 13b-16 
                                    Matthew 11:25-27 
    
THURSDAY:  Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19 
              Luke 11:28-30                                             
 
FRIDAY:  Isaiah 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8 
   Matthew 12:1-8                                             
    
SATURDAY:              Micah 2:1-5                    
   Matthew 12:14-21 
 
 
 
 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

   
        Genesis 18:1-10a 
                     Colossians 1:24-28 
        Luke 10:38-42 
  
      



 

Monday, July 11, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saint Benedict 

 

Thursday, July 14, 2022  
The Feast of 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 

The blood of martyrs is the seed of saints. Nine years 
after the Jesuits Isaac Jogues and Jean de Lelande 
were tomahawked by Iroquois warriors, a baby girl 
was born near the place of their martyrdom,          
Auriesville, New York.  Her mother was a Christian 
Algonquin, taken captive by the Iroquois and given 
as wife to the chief of the Mohawk clan, the boldest 
and fiercest of the Five Nations. When she was four, 
Tekakwitha lost her parents and little brother in a 
smallpox epidemic that left her disfigured and half 
blind. She was adopted by an uncle, who succeeded 
her father as chief. He hated the coming of the Jesuit 
missionaries, but could do nothing to them because a 
peace treaty with the French required their presence 
in villages with Christian captives. She was moved 
by the words of three Blackrobes. Tekakwitha       
refused to marry a Mohawk brave, and at 19 took the 
step of converting. She was baptized with the name 
Kateri--Catherine--on Easter Sunday.  Her life in 
grace grew rapidly. She was powerfully moved by 
God’s love for human beings and saw the dignity of 
each of her people.  She was always in danger, for 
her conversion and holy life created great opposition. 
On the advice of a priest, Kateri stole away one night 
and began a 200-mile walking journey to a Christian 
Indian village at Sault St. Louis, near Montreal.  For 
three years she grew in holiness under the direction 
of a priest and an older Iroquois woman. At 23,     
Kateri took a vow of virginity. She found a place in 
the woods where she could pray an hour a day—and 
was accused of meeting a man there!  Her dedication 
to virginity was instinctive: Kateri did not know 
about religious life for women until she visited    
Montreal.  She humbly accepted an “ordinary” life. 
She practiced extremely severe fasting as penance for 
the conversion of her nation. Kateri Tekakwitha died 
the afternoon before Holy Thursday. Witnesses said 
that her emaciated face changed color and became 
like that of a healthy child. The lines of suffering, 
even the pockmarks, disappeared and the touch of a 
smile came upon her lips. She was beatified in 1980 
and canonized in 2012 

It is unfortunate that no contemporary biography was 
written of a man who has exercised the greatest     
influence on monasticism in the West. Benedict is 
well recognized in the later Dialogues of Saint   
Gregory, but these are sketches to illustrate           
miraculous elements of his career. 

Benedict was born into a distinguished family in   
central Italy, studied at Rome, and early in life was 
drawn to monasticism. At first he became a hermit, 
leaving a depressing world—pagan armies on the 
march, the Church torn by schism, people suffering 
from war, morality at a low ebb.  He soon realized 
that he could not live a hidden life in a small town 
any better than in a large city, so he withdrew to a 
cave high in the mountains for three years. Some 
monks chose Benedict as their leader for a while, but 
found his strictness not to their taste. Still the shift 
from hermit to community life had begun for him. 
He had an idea of gathering various families of 
monks into one “Grand Monastery” to give them the 
benefit of unity, fraternity, and permanent worship in 
one house. Finally he began to build what was to  
become one of the most famous monasteries in the 
world—Monte Cassino, north of Naples. 

The Rule that gradually developed prescribed a life 
of liturgical prayer, study, manual labor, and living 
together in community under a common abbot. Ben-
edictine asceticism is known for its moderation, and 
Benedictine charity has always shown concern for 
the people in the surrounding countryside. In the 
course of the Middle Ages, all monasticism in the 
West was gradually brought under the Rule of St. 
Benedict. 

Today the Benedictine family is represented by two 
branches: the Benedictine Federation encompassing 
the men and women of the Order of St. Benedict; 
and the Cistercians, men and women of the Order of 
Cistercians of the Strict Observance. 



 

Friday, July 15, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saint Bonaventure 

 

Saturday, July 16, 2022  
The Feast of 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Hermits lived on Mount Carmel near the Fountain of 
Elijah in northern Israel in the 12th century. They had 
a chapel dedicated to Our Lady. By the 13th century 
they became known as “Brothers of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel.” They soon celebrated a special Mass 
and Office in honor of Mary. In 1726, it became a 
celebration of the universal Church under the title of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel. For centuries the Car-
melites have seen themselves as specially related to 
Mary. Their great saints and theologians have pro-
moted devotion to her and often championed the 
mystery of her Immaculate Conception.  Saint Teresa 
of Avila called Carmel “the Order of the Virgin.” 
Saint John of the Cross credited Mary with saving 
him from drowning as a child, leading him to Carmel, 
and helping him escape from prison. Saint Thérèse of 
the Child Jesus believed that Mary cured her from 
illness. On her First Communion day, Thérèse dedi-
cated her life to Mary. During the last days of her life 
she frequently spoke of Mary. 

There is a tradition—which may not be historical—
that Mary appeared to Saint Simon Stock, a leader of 
the Carmelites, and gave him a scapular, telling him 
to promote devotion to it. The scapular is a modified 
version of Mary’s own garment. It symbolizes her 
special protection and calls the wearers to consecrate 
themselves to her in a special way. The scapular re-
minds us of the gospel call to prayer and penance—a 
call that Mary models in a splendid way. 

The Carmelites were known from early on as 
“Brothers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.” The title 
suggests that they saw Mary not only as “mother,” 
but also as “sister.” The word sister is a reminder that 
Mary is very close to us. She is the daughter of God 
and therefore can help us be authentic daughters and 
sons of God. She leads us to a new realization that all 
human beings belong to the family of God. When 
such a conviction grows, there is hope that the human 
race can find its way to peace.  

Born in Bagnoregio in 1221, Saint Bonaventure was 
baptized John, but received the name Bonaventure 
when he became a Franciscan at the age of 22. Little 
is known about his childhood, but we do know that 
his parents were Giovanni di Fidanza and Maria Ri-
tell. It seems that his father was a physician and a 
man of means. While Saint Francis died about five 
years after the saint’s birth, he is credited with heal-
ing Bonaventure as a boy of a serious illness. 

Saint Bonaventure’s teaching career came to a halt 
when the Friars elected him to serve as their General 
Minister. His 17 years of service were not easy as the 
Order was embroiled in conflicts over the interpreta-
tion of poverty. Some friars even ended up in heresy 
saying that Saint Francis and his community were 
inaugurating the era of the Holy Spirit which was to 
replace Jesus, the Church, and Scripture. But because 
he was a man of prayer and a good administrator, 
Saint Bonaventure managed to structure the Order 
through effective legislation. But more importantly, 
he offered the Friars an organized spirituality based 
on the vision and insights of Saint Francis. Always a 
Franciscan at heart and a mystical writer, Bonaven-
ture managed to unite the pastoral, practical aspects 
of life with the doctrines of the Church. Thus, there 
is a noticeable warmth to his teachings and writings 
that make him very appealing. 

Shortly before he ended his service as General Min-
ister, Pope Gregory X created him a Cardinal and 
appointed him bishop of Albano. But a little over a 
year later, while participating in the Second Council 
of Lyon, Saint Bonaventure died suddenly on July 
15, 1274. There is a theory that he was poisoned. 

Saint Bonaventure left behind a structured and re-
newed Franciscan Order and a body of work all of 
which glorifies his major love—Jesus. 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,          
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams, Augustin Cisneros,  

James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,           
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  

Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,             

William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,      
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,        

John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      

Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  

Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez, Fr. Emilio Salerno        

Fr. Louis Gaetano. 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

Fifteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
July 10, 2022 

 

        “What must I do to inherit  
                   eternal life?”                           
                    

            Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
                    deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     

 

FOCUS:  
 

Love of God and neighbor are essential   
for the life of a believer. 

  
Both the Old and New testament emphasizes the 

centrality of loving God and our neighbor.  In 
the first reading, we hear Moses stressing the 
importance of this in one of the final speeches 
of his life.  In the Gospel, Jesus’ parable of the 
Good Samaritan expands the understanding of 
“neighbor” to include those we might consider 
strangers or even enemies, and “love” modeled 

on His example of selflessness and sarifice.    

 

Please be mindful that there are people 
who come to church early in order        

to pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the     

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time,       
talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled   

community, we are committed to minister 
to the spiritual, educational and material 

needs of all  people.      

 
Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament  
 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament has concluded 

for the summer.  
 

We will resume Adoration 
in September. 



 

 
Mission Appeal 

 

Next weekend, July 16th and 17th,  our second collection will be for the Mission 
Appeal which is part of the Missionary Cooperative Plan of our Diocese. 

 
This year we welcome the Brothers of the Sacred Heart.  A representative of the 

Mission, Brother Joseph Rocco, will be asking for your prayers and financial       
assistance at all Masses.  The Brothers staff schools and other establishments in 

over thirty countries.   
 

Your contributions will benefit schools and needy students in the countries of  
Kenya, Lesotho, Mozambique, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe and the Philippines.  

 
Please be as generous as your means allow. 









St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

 
Sunday Collection 7/9-7/10                      $ 
   The Collection amounts will be updated in next       
       week’s Bulletin. 

 

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 

We are planning a 50th reunion for the 
spring/summer of 2023.  We are trying to 

round up contact information for all  
alumni of the Class of ‘73. 

 

Fellow ‘73 alumni—please forward your 
contact information to  

John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 
or 

John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to all who have           
contributed to the Annual Catholic      

Appeal.  As of Monday, June 27th we 
have pledged $32,688. and have paid 

$23,511.  Our goal is $41,679.  
 

Thank you for your generosity and sup-
port in helping us reach our goal. We 
Have $8,991 to reach our goal.  If you 
are able to donate at this tme to help us 

reach our goal, I will be grateful for your 
support.  If you are unable to donate at 
this time I ask for your prayers for the 
success of the   appeal in our parish. 

Dear Saint Christopher,  

Protect me today in all my travels along the 
road’s way.  Give your warning sign if danger 

is near so that I may stop while the path is 
clear.  Be at my window and direct me 

through when the vision blurs from out of the 
blue.  Carry me safely to my destined place, 

like you carried Christ in your close embrace. 
Amen.  

 



Please DO NOT leave your unwanted      
religious mail or religious magazines on the 

radiators in the vestibule of Church. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 

We do not collect used appliances, clothing 
or other things you do not want and are get-

ting rid of them.  Please DO NOT leave 
them on the front steps of the rectory. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation in this    
matter 

Please feel free to take a copy of the Word 
Among Us for July and August. What a 

great way to spend a few minutes each day 
reflecting on the word of God and applying 

it to your daily life. 
 

Copies are available at the back of Church 
and the side doors. The Word Among Us 

includes a daily meditation based on one of 
the Mass readings, that will help you       

understand the Scriptures and lead you into 
prayer. Also there are articles to help you 
grow in your Catholic faith and walk with 

the Lord in everyday life. 

July & August 
2022 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Rectory Office Hours - 2022 
 

Summer Rectory office hours will begin Monday, June 27th and conclude on Monday       
September 4th.  Regular office hours will resume on Tuesday, September 5th. 

 
Summer Hours: 
 

Monday—Thursday  9:00am to 12 Noon * 1:00pm to 5:00pm 
Friday   9:00am to 12 Noon * 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
Lunch Hour   12:00 Noon to 1:00pm  
 

Saturday   9:00am to 2:00pm 
 

Sundays and Holidays Closed 

 

Summer Weekly Collections 
 

As the nice weather provides us with weekend opportunities to get away, please remember 
the importance of your weekly offerings.  While the summer months bring a dip in our Mass 

attendance and weekly offerings, it is important that we try to meet our normal operating    
expenses.  Those expenses do not change with the summer season. 

 
Please consider submitting your summer envelopes before you leave for vacation.  Those 

monies help us pay our summer bills and keep our budget balanced.  As you know our fiscal 
year ends August 31, 2022, so it is important we maintain a balanced budget.  I appreciate 

your cooperation in this matter.  As always, thank you for you understanding, your            
generosity and your spirit of sacrificial giving. 

 
Have a peaceful, prayerful , enjoyable and safe summer!  

 
 

When going on         
vacation and you 
need to know the 
nearest Catholic 

Church, 
www.masstimes.org 

 

Will assist you. 
 

 

SUMMER WEATHER 
 

As the warm weather approaches, we are blessed to   
have air conditioning in our church to keep us cool.            

Unfortunately, it is not easy to please everyone. 
Some say it is too cool, others say it is not cool enough. 

A suggestion that you bring a sweater might help to 
solve the situation if you feel the cold.  Also, if it is    

sunny, you may want to sit on the schoolyard side of 
church where it is usually warmer from the suns rays 

coming through the windows.  THANK YOU.  



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

July 10—July 16  
 
 

Sunday, July 10 
 

Monday, July 11 
 

Tuesday, July 12 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, July 13 
 

Thursday, July 14 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
 

Friday, July 15 

 

Saturday, July 16 
Mission Appeal 
 

 

July 17—July 23  
 
 

Sunday, July 17 

Mission Appeal 
 

Monday, July 18 
 

Tuesday, July 19 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, July 20 
 

Thursday, July 21 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
 

Friday, July 22 

 

Saturday, July 23 
 
 

  

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 




