
 
SUNDAY,       July 24 –Seventeenth Sunday in 
                                                    Ordinary Time                                             
8:00 A.M.       Vincent Goesits 
9:30 A.M.       Frank Pettelli 
11:00 A.M.     For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.     Rino Del Carro 
                       Elicia Azzara 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
MONDAY,      July 25 – Saint James           
9:00 A.M.       Michele D’Angelo 
 
TUESDAY,      July 26—Saints Joachim & Anne                                                     
9:00 A.M.        Joseph Ewy 
 
WEDNESDAY, July 27 – Weekday                                 
9:00 A.M.         The Mchale Family 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    July 28 -  Weekday                                                                                                      
9:00 A.M.         Marie Salamone 
 
FRIDAY,           July 29 – Sts Martha, Mary & Lazarus                                                 
9:00 A.M.         Joseph Salamone 
  

SATURDAY,    July 30 – Weekday                                                                                              
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                                                
5:00 P.M.       Phyllis Abela 
 
SUNDAY,         July 31 - Eighteenth Sunday in  
                                              Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                                                            
8:00 A.M.        For the People pf St. Francis 

9:30 A.M.        Mary Marino 
11:00 A.M.      Jpseph Hillery 
12:30 P.M.      Rino Del Carro 
                        Elizabeth Gioino 
                        Nina Gioino 
                        Salvatore Gioino 
                         

Mass Intention 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
         
                     Genesis 18:20-32 
                     Colossians 2:12-14 
        Luke 11:1-13 
  
 

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  2 Corinthians 4: 7-15 
              Matthew 20:20-28 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Jeremiah 14:17-22                                   
   Matthew 13:36-43 
 
WEDNESDAY:           Jeremiah 15:10, 16-21 
                                    Matthew 13:44-46 
    
THURSDAY:  Jeremiah 18:1-6 
              Matthew 13:47-53                                             
 
FRIDAY:  Jeremiah 26:1-9 
   John 11:19-27                                             
    
SATURDAY:              Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24     
              Matthew 14:1-12 
 
 
 
 

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

   
        Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23 
                     Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11 
        Luke 12:13-21 
  
      



 

Monday, July 25, 2022  
The Feast of  
Saint James 

 

Tuesday, July 26, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saints Joachim and Anne 

This James is the brother of John the Evangelist. 
The two were called by Jesus as they worked with 
their father in a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee. 
James was one of the favored three who had the 
privilege of witnessing the Transfiguration, the  
raising to life of the daughter of Jairus, and the    
agony in Gethsemani. 

Two incidents in the Gospels describe this man and 
his brother. Saint Matthew tells that their mother 
came—Mark says it was the brothers themselves—
to ask that they have the seats of honor in the    
kingdom. “Jesus said in reply, ‘You do not know 
what you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I 
am going to drink?’ They said to him, ‘We 
can’” (Matthew 20:22). Jesus then told them they 
would indeed drink the cup and share his baptism of 
pain and death, but that sitting at his right hand or 
left was not his to give—it “is for those for whom it 
has been prepared by my Father” (Matthew 20:23b). 
It remained to be seen how long it would take to 
realize the implications of their confident “We 
can!”  The other disciples became indignant at the 
ambition of James and John. Then Jesus taught 
them all the lesson of humble service: The purpose 
of authority is to serve. They are not to impose their 
will on others, or lord it over them. This is the posi-
tion of Jesus himself. He was the servant of all; the 
service imposed on him was the supreme sacrifice 
of his own life.  On another occasion, James and 
John gave evidence that the nickname Jesus gave 
them—“sons of thunder”—was an apt one. The Sa-
maritans would not welcome Jesus because he was 
on his way to hated Jerusalem. “When the disciples 
James and John saw this they asked, ‘Lord, do you 
want us to call down fire from heaven to consume 
them?’ Jesus turned and rebuked them...” (Luke 
9:54-55). 

James was the first of the apostles to be martyred. 

In the Scriptures, Matthew and Luke furnish a legal 
family history of Jesus, tracing ancestry to show that 
Jesus is the culmination of great promises. Not only 
is his mother’s family neglected, we also know   
nothing factual about them except that they existed. 
Even the names “Joachim” and “Anne” come from a 
legendary source written more than a century after 
Jesus died. 

The heroism and holiness of these people however,  
is inferred from the whole family atmosphere around 
Mary in the Scriptures. Whether we rely on the     
legends about Mary’s childhood or make guesses 
from the information in the Bible, we see in her a 
fulfillment of many generations of prayerful persons, 
herself steeped in the religious traditions of her    
people. 

The strong character of Mary in making decisions, 
her continuous practice of prayer, her devotion to the 
laws of her faith, her steadiness at moments of crisis, 
and her devotion to her relatives—all indicate a close
-knit, loving family that looked forward to the next 
generation even while retaining the best of the past. 

Joachim and Anne—whether these are their real 
names or not—represent that entire quiet series of 
generations who faithfully perform their duties,  
practice their faith, and establish an atmosphere for 
the coming of the Messiah, but remain obscure. 

This is the “feast of grandparents.” It reminds   
grandparents of their responsibility to establish a 
tone for generations to come: They must make the 
traditions live and offer them as a promise to little 
children. But the feast has a message for the younger 
generation as well. It reminds the young that older 
people’s greater perspective, depth of experience, 
and appreciation of life’s profound rhythms are all 
part of a wisdom not to be taken lightly or ignored.  



 

Friday, July 29, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus 

Martha, Mary, and their brother Lazarus were evidently close friends of Jesus. He came to their home simply 
as a welcomed guest, rather than as one celebrating the conversion of a sinner like Zacchaeus or one            
unceremoniously received by a suspicious Pharisee. The sisters felt free to call on Jesus at their brother’s 
death, even though a return to Judea at that time seemed to spell almost certain death. 

Martha’s great glory is her simple and strong statement of faith in Jesus after her brother’s death. “Jesus told 
her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord. I have come to    
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world’” (John 11:25-27). 

No doubt Martha was an active sort of person. On one occasion, she prepares the meal for Jesus and possibly 
his fellow guests and forthrightly states the obvious: All hands should pitch in to help with the dinner. The 
Lord recognizes that Martha is “worried about many things,” also noting that Mary, who has spent the       
preparation time at Jesus’ feet listening to his words “has chosen the better part.” John 12:1-8 describes    
Mary’s anointing of Jesus’ feet at Bethany, an act which he praised highly. 

Immediately after we are told that the chief priests plotted to kill Lazarus “because many of the Jews were 
turning away and believing in Jesus because of him.” Lazarus was the one of whom the Jews said, “See how 
much he loved him.” In their sight Jesus raised his friend Lazarus from the dead. 

Legends abound about the life of Lazarus after the death and resurrection of Jesus. He is supposed to have left 
a written account of what he saw in the next world before he was called back to life. Some say he followed   
Peter into Syria. Another story is that despite being put into a leaking boat by the Jews at Jaffa, he, his sisters, 
and others landed safely in Cyprus. There he died peacefully after serving as bishop for 30 years. 

It is certain there was early devotion to the saint. Around the year 390, the pilgrim lady Etheria talks of the 
procession that took place on the Saturday before Palm Sunday at the tomb where Lazarus had been raised 
from the dead. In the West, Passion Sunday was called Dominica de Lazaro, and Augustine tells us that in   
Africa the Gospel of the raising of Lazarus was read at the office of Palm Sunday. 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Steven Joyce, Ana Balint, Judy Hanley-Brickner,         
John Wrenn,  Rose Williams, Augustin Cisneros,  

James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,           
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  

Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,             

William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,      
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,        

John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      

Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham, 
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  

Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez,                                   

and Fr. Emilio J. Salerno. 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

Seventeenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
July 24, 2022 

 

                 “Give us this day  
                   our daily bread.”                           
                    

            Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
                    deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     

 

 

FOCUS:  
 

Knock and keep knocking; trust God’s 
goodness and don’t give up. 

  
Why does the man in Jesus’ prayer illustration 
keep knocking?  Two reasons: He knows his 
friend heard him; he knows this friend has 

bread.  Why should we pray without giving up?  
We know God hears our prayers and that He is 
able to provide for us.  When we keep seeking 

Him and knocking, we show trust in His      
faithfulness.   

 

Please be mindful that there are people 
who come to church early in order        

to pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the     

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time,       
talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled   

community, we are committed to minister 
to the spiritual, educational and material 

needs of all  people.      

 
Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament  
 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament has concluded 

for the summer.  
 

We will resume Adoration 
in September. 



St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

 
Sunday Collection 7/16-7/17                    $3,856.00 
   Second Collection-Missions                  $1,210.00 
 

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

JUNE 17, 2023, 3PM TO 6PM 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

 Please contact  
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 

or 
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

If you have any questions or concerns 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to all who have           
contributed to the Annual Catholic      

Appeal.  As of Tuesday, July 19th we 
have pledged $33,683. and have paid 

$25,029.  Our goal is $41,679.  
 

Thank you for your generosity and sup-
port in helping us reach our goal. We 
Have $7,996 to reach our goal.  If you 
are able to donate at this tme to help us 

reach our goal, I will be grateful for your 
support.  If you are unable to donate at 
this time I ask for your prayers for the 
success of the   appeal in our parish. 

Dear Saint Christopher,  

Protect me today in all my travels along the 
road’s way.  Give your warning sign if danger 

is near so that I may stop while the path is 
clear.  Be at my window and direct me 

through when the vision blurs from out of the 
blue.  Carry me safely to my destined place, 

like you carried Christ in your close embrace. 
Amen.  

 



Please DO NOT leave your unwanted      
religious mail or religious magazines on the 

radiators in the vestibule of Church. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 

We do not collect used appliances, clothing 
or other things you do not want and are get-

ting rid of them.  Please DO NOT leave 
them on the front steps of the rectory. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation in this    
matter 

Please feel free to take a copy of the Word 
Among Us for July and August. What a 

great way to spend a few minutes each day 
reflecting on the word of God and applying 

it to your daily life. 
 

Copies are available at the back of Church 
and the side doors. The Word Among Us 

includes a daily meditation based on one of 
the Mass readings, that will help you       

understand the Scriptures and lead you into 
prayer. Also there are articles to help you 
grow in your Catholic faith and walk with 

the Lord in everyday life. 

July & August 
2022 



 

 

 

The Role of a Religious Education Teacher is to bring our young people 
closer to Jesus and grow in their faith as Catholics. Through their service 

the catechist nurtures and mentors the faith and spiritual growth of the  
children they teach so that they may form a firm commitment to follow 

Christ.  A catechist must be at least 18 years old, a practicing catholic in 
good standing who attends weekly Mass regularly, has a love for children, 
the desire to grow in faith and share that journey with young people, the 
ability to relate well to others, and a willingness to be of service to the 

Church. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TEACHERS NEEDED 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Religious Education Program is in need of a                          
4th grade and 6th grade teacher. 

 
Classes are on Sunday mornings following the 9:30am Mass. Class begins 
at 10:30am and concludes at 12 Noon. If you are interested in helping form 
our young people in our Catholic Faith, or have any questions, please call 

Msgr. Maresca at the rectory, 718-728-7801. 
 

Please prayerfully consider this wonderful opportunity. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Rectory Office Hours - 2022 
 

Summer Rectory office hours will begin Monday, June 27th and conclude on Monday       
September 4th.  Regular office hours will resume on Tuesday, September 5th. 

 
Summer Hours: 
 

Monday—Thursday  9:00am to 12 Noon * 1:00pm to 5:00pm 
Friday   9:00am to 12 Noon * 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
Lunch Hour   12:00 Noon to 1:00pm  
 

Saturday   9:00am to 2:00pm 
 

Sundays and Holidays Closed 

 

Summer Weekly Collections 
 

As the nice weather provides us with weekend opportunities to get away, please remember 
the importance of your weekly offerings.  While the summer months bring a dip in our Mass 

attendance and weekly offerings, it is important that we try to meet our normal operating    
expenses.  Those expenses do not change with the summer season. 

 
Please consider submitting your summer envelopes before you leave for vacation.  Those 

monies help us pay our summer bills and keep our budget balanced.  As you know our fiscal 
year ends August 31, 2022, so it is important we maintain a balanced budget.  I appreciate 

your cooperation in this matter.  As always, thank you for you understanding, your            
generosity and your spirit of sacrificial giving. 

 
Have a peaceful, prayerful , enjoyable and safe summer!  

 
 

When going on         
vacation and you 
need to know the 
nearest Catholic 

Church, 
www.masstimes.org 

 

Will assist you. 
 

 

SUMMER WEATHER 
 

As the warm weather approaches, we are blessed to   
have air conditioning in our church to keep us cool.            

Unfortunately, it is not easy to please everyone. 
Some say it is too cool, others say it is not cool enough. 

A suggestion that you bring a sweater might help to 
solve the situation if you feel the cold.  Also, if it is    

sunny, you may want to sit on the schoolyard side of 
church where it is usually warmer from the suns rays 

coming through the windows.  THANK YOU.  



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

July 24—July 30  
 
 

Sunday, July 24 
 

Monday, July 25 
 

Tuesday, July 26 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, July 27 
 

Thursday, July 28 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
 

Friday, July 29 

 

Saturday, July 30 

 

July 31—August 6  
 
 

Sunday, July 31 
1:30 Baptism 
 

Monday, August 1 
 

Tuesday, August 2 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, August 3 
 

Thursday, August 4 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
 

Friday, August 5 

 

Saturday, August 6 
 
 

  

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 










