
 
SUNDAY,       August 21 –Twenty-First Sunday in 
                                                    Ordinary Time                                             
8:00 A.M.       Mauricio Mesa 
9:30 A.M.       Vito Silletti 
11:00 A.M.     For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.     Rino Del Carro 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
MONDAY,      August 22 – The Queenship of the  
                                                Blessed Virgin Mary           
9:00 A.M.       Paul Eiaw 
 
TUESDAY,      August 23—Saint Rose of Lima                                                     
9:00 A.M.        Linda Riso 
 
WEDNESDAY, August 24 – Saint Bartholomew,                                
                                                     Apostle                                 
9:00 A.M.        Matthew J. Karcic Family 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    August 25 -  Weekday                                                                                                      
9:00 A.M.         John Purich 
 
FRIDAY,           August 26 – Weekday                                                 
9:00 A.M.         John S. Mondello 

  
SATURDAY,    August 27 – Saint Monica                                         
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                       Joan Lasanti 
                       Dejan Trickovic 
                                                                       
5:00 P.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
 
SUNDAY,         August 28 - Twenty-Second Sunday in  
                                              Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                                                            
8:00 A.M.        For the People of St. Francis 

9:30 A.M.        Bruna Passaro 
11:00 A.M.      Lillian Ghirardi 
12:30 P.M.      Rino Del Carro 
                       
                         

Mass Intention 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
         
                     Isaiah 66:18-21 
                     Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 
        Luke 13:22-30 
 
 

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  2 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 11-12 
                                    Matthew 23:13-22 
                                    
TUESDAY:  2 Thessalonians 2:1-3a, 14-17                                   
   Matthew 23:23-26 
 
WEDNESDAY:           Revelation 21:9b-14 
                                    John 1:45-51 
    
THURSDAY:  1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
              Matthew 24:42-51                                            
 
FRIDAY:  1 Corinthians 1:17-25 
   Matthew 25:1-13                                             
    
SATURDAY:               1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
                   Matthew 25:14-30 
 
 
 
 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

   
        Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29 
                     Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a 
        Luke 14:1, 7-14 
  
      





 

Wednesday, August 24, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saint Bartholomew, Apostle 

 

Saturday, August 27, 2022  
The Feast of  
Saint Monica 

Although Monica was a Christian, her parents gave 
her in marriage to a pagan, Patricius. He had some 
redeeming features, but he had a violent temper and 
was licentious. Monica also had to bear with a    
cantankerous mother-in-law who lived in her home. 
Monica’s prayers and example finally won her hus-
band and mother-in-law to Christianity. Her        
husband died in 371, one year after his baptism. 

Monica had at least three children who survived  
infancy. The oldest, Augustine, is the most famous. 
At the time of his father’s death, Augustine was 17 
and a rhetoric student in Carthage. Monica was     
distressed to learn that her son had accepted the 
Manichean heresy—"all flesh is evil"—and was  
living an immoral life. One night she had a vision 
that assured her Augustine would return to the faith. 
From that time on, she stayed close to her son,   
praying and fasting for him. When he was 29,      
Augustine decided to go to Rome to teach rhetoric. 
Monica was determined to go along. One night he 
told his mother that he was going to the dock to say 
goodbye to a friend. Instead he set sail for Rome. 
Monica was heartbroken when she learned of      
Augustine’s trick, but she still followed him. She 
arrived in Rome only to find that he had left for   
Milan. Although travel was difficult, Monica pur-
sued him to Milan.  In Milan, Augustine came under 
the influence of the bishop, St. Ambrose, who also 
became Monica’s spiritual director. Monica became 
a leader of the devout women in Milan.   

At Easter 387, St. Ambrose baptized Augustine. 
Soon after, his party left for Africa. Although no one 
else was aware of it, Monica knew her life was near 
the end. She told Augustine, “Son, nothing in this 
world now affords me delight. I do not know what 
there is now left for me to do or why I am still here, 
all my hopes in this world being now fulfilled.” She 
became ill shortly after and suffered severely for 
nine days before her death.   

In the New Testament, Bartholomew is mentioned on-
ly in the lists of the apostles. Some scholars identify 
him with Nathanael, a man of Cana in Galilee who 
was summoned to Jesus by Philip. Jesus paid him a 
great compliment: “Here is a true Israelite. There is no 
duplicity in him” (John 1:47b). When Nathanael asked 
how Jesus knew him, Jesus said, “I saw you under the 
fig tree” (John 1:48b). Whatever amazing revelation 
this involved, it brought Nathanael to exclaim, “Rabbi, 
you are the Son of God; you are the King of            
Israel” (John 1:49b). But Jesus countered with, “Do 
you believe because I told you that I saw you under 
the fig tree? You will see greater things than  
this”     (John 1:50b). 

Nathanael did see greater things. He was one of those 
to whom Jesus appeared on the shore of the Sea of  
Tiberias after his resurrection (see John 21:1-14). They 
had been fishing all night without success. In the 
morning, they saw someone standing on the shore 
though no one knew it was Jesus. He told them to cast 
their net again, and they made so great a catch that 
they could not haul the net in. Then John cried out to 
Peter, “It is the Lord.”  When they brought the boat to 
shore, they found a fire burning, with some fish laid on 
it and some bread. Jesus asked them to bring some of 
the fish they had caught, and invited them to come and 
eat. John relates that although they knew it was Jesus, 
none of the apostles presumed to inquire who he was. 
This, John notes, was the third time Jesus appeared to 
the apostles. 

Bartholomew or Nathanael? We are confronted again 
with the fact that we know almost nothing about most 
of the apostles. Yet the unknown ones were also    
foundation stones, the 12 pillars of the new Israel 
whose 12 tribes now encompass the whole earth. Their 
holiness was not an introverted contemplation of their 
status before God. It was a gift that they had to share 
with others. The Good News was that all are called to 
the holiness of being Christ’s members, by the        
gracious gift of God.  



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Maria Drivigno, Steven Joyce,                                
Judy Hanley-Brickner, John Wrenn   
 Rose Williams, Augustin Cisneros,                    

James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,           
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  

Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,             

William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,      
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,           

Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      

Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham, 
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  

Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez,                                   

and Fr. Emilio J. Salerno. 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,   

Twenty-First Sunday               
in Ordinary Time 
August 21, 2022 

 

 “Make straight paths for your feet.”                        
                 

            Consider a  vocation as a priest,             
   deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     
or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS: 
 

We strive to be faithful always. 
  

The liturgy today gives us a chance to step   
back and think of our journey as disciples.   

This journey is not a sprint, but a marathon.     
Its urgency is always there.  The narrow gate    
is always there.  But we are not alone, and we 

have food for the journey,  Our Eucharistic   
celebration strengthens us and gives us the 
grace to continue our journey to be faithful. 

 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament  

 
 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament has concluded 

for the summer.    
 

We will resume Adoration in 
September. 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the     

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time,       
talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled   

community, we are committed to minister 
to the spiritual, educational and material 

needs of all  people.      



 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

 
Sunday Collection 8/13-8/14                  $3,997.00 
  The Assumption                                       $660.00 
    

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

JUNE 17, 2023, 3PM TO 6PM 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

 Please contact  
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 

or 
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

If you have any questions or concerns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THANK YOU to all who have           
contributed to the Annual Catholic      

Appeal.  As of Monday, August 1st, we 
have pledged $34,783. and have paid 

$28,977.  Our goal is $41,679.  
 

Thank you for your generosity and     
support in helping us reach our goal. We 

have $6,896 to reach our goal.  If you  
are able to donate at this tme to help us 

reach our goal, I will be grateful for your 
support.  If you are unable to donate at 
this time I ask for your prayers for the 

success of the appeal in our parish. 

Dear Saint Christopher,  

Protect me today in all my travels along the 
road’s way.  Give your warning sign if danger 

is near so that I may stop while the path is 
clear.  Be at my window and direct me 

through when the vision blurs from out of the 
blue.  Carry me safely to my destined place, 

like you carried Christ in your close embrace. 
Amen.  

 



Please DO NOT leave your unwanted      
religious mail or religious magazines on 
the radiators in the vestibule of Church. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 

We do not collect used appliances,    
clothing or other things you do not want 
and are getting rid of them.  Please DO 

NOT leave them on the front steps of the 
rectory. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation in this    
matter 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.        
There you can pick up a census card which can be   
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the   

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download   
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTN: ALL SOCIETIES 
 

A copy of the 2022-2023 
Parish Calendar can be picked up 

at the Rectory. 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

August 21—August 27  
 
 

Sunday, August 21 
 

Monday, August 22 
 

Tuesday, August 23 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, August 24 
 

Thursday, August 25 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
 

Friday, August 26 

 

Saturday, August 27 
 
 

 

August 28—September 3  
 
 

Sunday, August 28 

1:30 Baptisms 

Monday, August 29 
 

Tuesday, August 30 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, August 31 
 

Thursday, September 1 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
 

Friday, September 2 

 

Saturday, September 3 
 
 

  

Tuesday, August 23, 2022  
The Feast of Saint Rose of Lima 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Rectory Office Hours - 2022 
 

Summer Rectory office hours will begin Monday, June 27th and conclude on Monday       
September 4th.  Regular office hours will resume on Tuesday, September 5th. 

 
Summer Hours: 
 

Monday—Thursday  9:00am to 12 Noon * 1:00pm to 5:00pm 
Friday   9:00am to 12 Noon * 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
Lunch Hour   12:00 Noon to 1:00pm  
 

Saturday   9:00am to 2:00pm 
 

Sundays and Holidays Closed 

 

Summer Weekly Collections 
 

Please remember the importance of your weekly offerings.  While the summer months bring 
a dip in our Mass attendance and weekly offerings, it is important that we try to meet our nor-

mal operating    expenses.  Those expenses do not change with the summer season. 
 

Please consider submitting your summer envelopes before you leave for vacation.  Those 
monies help us pay our summer bills and keep our budget balanced.  As you know our fiscal 
year ends August 31, 2022, so it is important we maintain a balanced budget.  I appreciate 

your cooperation in this matter.  As always, thank you for you understanding, your            
generosity and your spirit of sacrificial giving. 

 
Have a peaceful, prayerful , enjoyable and safe summer!  

 
 

When going on         
vacation and you 
need to know the 
nearest Catholic 

Church, 
www.masstimes.org 

 

Will assist you. 
 

 

SUMMER WEATHER 
 

As the warm weather approaches, we are blessed to   
have air conditioning in our church to keep us cool.            

Unfortunately, it is not easy to please everyone. 
Some say it is too cool, others say it is not cool enough. 

A suggestion that you bring a sweater might help to 
solve the situation if you feel the cold.  Also, if it is    

sunny, you may want to sit on the schoolyard side of 
church where it is usually warmer from the suns rays 

coming through the windows.  THANK YOU.  





The Role of a Religious Education Teacher is to bring our young people closer to Jesus and grow in 
their faith as Catholics. Through their service the catechist nurtures and mentors the faith and spir-
itual growth of the children they teach so that they may form a firm commitment to follow Christ.  A 
catechist must be at least 18 years old, a practicing catholic in good standing who attends weekly 

Mass regularly, has a love for children, the desire to grow in faith and share that journey with young 
people, the ability to relate well to others, and a willingness to be of service to the Church. 

Please prayerfully consider this wonderful opportunity. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TEACHERS NEEDED 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Religious Education Program is in need of a                          
2nd Grade, 4th Grade and 6th Grade teacher. 

 
Classes are on Sunday mornings following the 9:30am Mass. Class begins at   

10:30am and concludes at 12 Noon. If you are interested in helping form our young 
people in our Catholic Faith, or have any questions, please call                                              

Msgr. Maresca at the rectory, 718-728-7801. 
 

 

 

It is never too early to register or re-register for Religious Education. 
Classes for all 1st through 8th Grade Public School students. 

Call the Religious Education office for more information at (718) 278-0259 
or email us at dre@sfaacademy.org. 

 
The registration form can be found on line or in our weekly Bulletin. 

Registration is also being held on Saturday, September 10th, after the 5:00pm Mass 
and after each mass on Sunday, September 11th, after all Masses. 

Classes begin on Sunday, September 18th. 
  

Keep in mind that Diocesan guidelines require two years of instructions         
prior to the reception of a Sacrament. 






