
 
SUNDAY,       October 2 –Twenty-Seventh Sunday                         
                                in Ordinary Time                                             
8:00 A.M.       Mark Martin O’Neill 
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     Patricia Crehan 
12:30 P.M.     Rino Del Carro 
                       Carmela Messina 
                       Salvatore Pafelli 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
MONDAY,      October 3 – Weekday 
9:00 A.M.        Dee Bun Heng        
 
TUESDAY,      October 4-St. Francis of Assisi                                                   
9:00 A.M.        92nd Anniversary Mass 
 
WEDNESDAY, October 5 – Weekday                                          
9:00 A.M.        Francis Brickner 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    October 6 - Saint Bruno                                                                                                                                                                                        
9:00 A.M.         Phyllis Abela  
 
FRIDAY,           October 7 – Our Lady of the Rosary                                                
9:00 A.M.         Gino Benvin 

  
SATURDAY,    October 8 – Weekday                                        
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                        Andy Martinez 
                                                                       
5:00 P.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
 
SUNDAY,         October 9 - Twenty-Eighth Sunday                           
                                                       in Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                                                            
8:00 A.M.        Holy Name Society 

9:30 A.M.        Thomas Antonaccio 
11:00 A.M.      Phyllis Abela  
12:30 P.M.      Rino Del Carro 
                        Ida Catalvi 
                        Maria Cutalia 
                        Anna Carbone 
                        Filippo la Comina 
    
                       
                         

Mass Intention 

Twenty-Seventh  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
         
                     Hebrews 1:2-3, 2:2-4 
                     2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14 
        Luke 7:5-10  
 
 
    

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  Galatians 1-6-12 
                                    Luke 10:25-37 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Galatians 1:13-24                                   
   Luke 10:38-42 
 
WEDNESDAY:           Galatians 2:1-2, 7-14 
                                    Luke 11:1-4 
    
THURSDAY:  Galatians 3:1-5 
              Luke 11:5-13                                            
 
FRIDAY:  Galatians 3:7-14 
   Luke 11:15-26                                             
    
SATURDAY:               Galatians 3:22-29 
                   Luke 11:27-28 
 
 
 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

   
        2 Kings 5:14-17 
                     2 Timothy 2:8-13 
        Luke 17:11-19  



 

My Dear Parishioners, 
 
In the Gospel today we hear the disciples ask for an increase of faith, and Jesus gives them a vivid 
image, faith the size of a mustard seed is powerful enough to uproot a mulberry tree and toss it into 
the sea. Our Catechism describes faith as an entirely free gift that God makes to us (cf. #162). It   
also tells us that, “Faith is a personal act-the free response of the human person to the initiative of 
God who reveals himself” (#166). What does this say about the Giver? What does this mean to   
those who receive such a gift? 
 
When we consider that God created the universe and all good things out of love, that everything we 
have is a gift from God, we need to pause in wonder and awe at such generosity. God is Supreme, 
All-Powerful and Eternal; God is complete in himself. He does not need our love, our loyalty, our 
admiration or even our worship. God gains nothing by giving us faith or showering us with divine 
grace, yet that is just what God does. The human mind cannot fully comprehend this kind of gift   
giving, this supernatural love. We can only rejoice in it and respond to it. 
 
How do we react to God’s gift? Within every human heart there is a yearning that draws us toward 
our Creator. In this quest for unity with the Source of All Life we can find the seeds of faith and the 
beginnings of religious devotion and practice. Of course, we can choose to ignore this pull within us, 
God allows his creatures to have free will, or we can respond to the call of faith and strive to follow 
the way of life that God desires for us.  
 
For Christians, we learn the will of God through Jesus Christ and the signs that he left us of the    
Father’s care and love for us. This becomes most clear to us as we celebrate the Sacraments of the 
Church. In Baptism and in Confirmation we make our commitment to the gift of faith that God     
extends to us. Each time we partake in the Eucharist we reaffirm our unity with Jesus and restate  
our hope in the redemption he won for us by his death and resurrection. The Sacraments of         
Reconciliation and the Anointing of the Sick assure us of God’s forgiving love when we are sorry 
for the wrongs that we have committed. The Sacraments of Matrimony and Holy Orders are signs  
of God’s care for us as we live out, in service to others, the faith that we profess. 
 
The blessings from God that we have been given are too numerous to count. Certainly, the love of 
family and friends ranks very high, as well as the personal qualities and talents we each possess. 
First among those wonderful gifts, however, we must put FAITH, and the opportunities we have to 
respond to it. We are not concerned with uprooting mulberry trees but with uprooting all that would 
turn us away from the love of God, Our Father. We form a community with other faith filled people 
and we worship God together. We put our faith into action as we recognize the needs of others 
around us and respond to them with love. We encourage one another in the ways of God, and       
together we grow in faith and in love. 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 

Tuesday October 4, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saint Francis of Assisi 

The patron saint of Italy, Francis of Assisi was a poor little man who astounded and inspired the Church by 
taking the gospel literally—not in a narrow fundamentalist sense, but by actually following all that Jesus said 
and did, joyfully, without limit, and without a sense of self-importance. 

Serious illness brought the young Francis to see the emptiness of his frolicking life as leader of Assisi’s youth. 
Prayer—lengthy and difficult—led him to a self-emptying like that of Christ, climaxed by embracing a leper 
he met on the road. It symbolized his complete obedience to what he had heard in prayer: “Francis! Every-
thing you have loved and desired in the flesh it is your duty to despise and hate, if you wish to know my will. 
And when you have begun this, all that now seems sweet and lovely to you will become intolerable and bitter, 
but all that you used to avoid will turn itself to great sweetness and exceeding joy.”  From the cross in the   
neglected field-chapel of San Damiano, Christ told him, “Francis, go out and build up my house, for it is   
nearly falling down.” Francis became the totally poor and humble workman.  He must have suspected a    
deeper meaning to “build up my house.” But he would have been content to be for the rest of his life the poor 
“nothing” man actually putting brick on brick in abandoned chapels. He gave up all his possessions, piling 
even his clothes before his earthly father—who was demanding restitution for Francis’ “gifts” to the poor—so 
that he would be totally free to say, “Our Father in heaven.” He was, for a time, considered to be a religious 
fanatic, begging from door to door when he could not get money for his work, evoking sadness or disgust to 
the hearts of his former friends, ridicule from the unthinking. 

Francis was torn between a life devoted entirely to prayer and a life of active preaching of the Good News. He 
decided in favor of the latter, but always returned to solitude when he could. He wanted to be a missionary in 
Syria or in Africa, but was prevented by shipwreck and illness in both cases. He did try to convert the sultan 
of Egypt during the Fifth Crusade.  During the last years of his relatively short life, he died at 44, Francis was 
half blind and seriously ill. Two years before his death he received the stigmata, the real and painful wounds 
of Christ in his hands, feet and side. 

On his deathbed, Francis said over and over again the last addition to his Canticle of the Sun, “Be praised, O 
Lord, for our Sister Death.” He sang Psalm 141, and at the end asked his superior’s permission to have his 
clothes removed when the last hour came in order that he could expire lying naked on the earth, in imitation of 
his Lord. 



October 7, 2022 



  Welcome New Parishioners 
 

We welcome those who registered in our parish during  
the month of  September 2022. 

 

Michael & Megan Vogel 
Marcella & Chris Cabanilla 

Jose & Hitomi Garcia 
 
 

  Baptisms 

  Purgatorials 

  

The following have passed away during the month of September 2022.   
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish. 

 
 

Lucy P. Bova  
Maria L. Trivigno 
Salvatore Romano 
Antonio Tenaglia 

 

The following names have been enrolled in our Purgatorial  
Society for the month of  Septmber 2022.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for their families. 
 
 

Eugene Clark 
Laura Primiano 

 
 

Recently Deceased 

 

We welcome those who were Baptized during the  
month of September 2022. 

 
 

Lucas Alejandro Arganaraz 
 

 

                

 

  
 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic community that is centered in Jesus, gathers      
in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.  The parish values and welcomes each        

person’s gift of time, talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled community, we are              
committed to minister to the spiritual, educational and material needs of all  people.      



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

John Ross, , Steven Joyce, Judy Hanley-Brickner, 
John Wrenn, Tracey Brickner,   

 Rose Williams, Augustin Cisneros,  Monica Leiter,                  
James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,           

Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  
Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       

Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,             
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,      

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,           
Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                

John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham, 

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             

Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  

Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez,                                   
Shelia Sullivan and Fr. Emilio J. Salerno. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday                               
in Ordinary Time 
October 2, 2022 

 

             “God did not give us a 
                spirit of cowardice”                        
                 

          Consider a  vocation as a priest,      
                         deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     
or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS: 
 

Crist helps su grow in faith an in the     
ability to act in His name. 

  
Courage, a gift of the Holy Spirit, lies at the 
heart of today’s Scripture—the courage to be 
faithful to Christ and the Gospel in all things 

and in all places.  Like the disciples, we should 
be unafraid to ask Jesus for an increase in faith, 
for He reminds us that even with  the smallest 
amount of faith we have the ability to do great 

things in His name.   
 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

 

92
nd 

Anniversary Mass 
 

Tuesday, October 4th at the 9:00am 
Mass we will celebrate the            

92nd  Anniversary of 
St. Francis of Assisi. 

 
All are invited to join us at the     

wonderful celebration. 



Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.        
There you can pick up a census card which can be   
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the   

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download   
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
 
   

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 
Jesus prayed: “I pray that they all may be 

one.  Father!  May they be in Us, just as 
You are in Me and I am in You.” 

John 17:21 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCORING TO MARK 
 
 

Join us on Thursday, October 6th at  
7:20—8:50pm in the St. Joseph room of the  
Rectory.  The study this week will focus on         
Mark 6, The Recognition of Jesus/Wisdom   

 and Mark 7,  Jesus’ Redefining of the  
“Unclean”.  

   

 

The Gospel readings and study will be conducted 
using the Little Rock Scripture program.                         

Study booklets will be provided. 
 

If you are interested in joining the study group  
or would like further information, please        

contact us through our email at                                    
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 
at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 

name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture. 
 
 

All Are Welcome!  

 

On Sunday, October 9
th
, the 8:00am Mass is 

the Holy Name Mass. The mission of  the 
Holy Name Society is to promote devotion 
and reverence for the Holy Name of God 

and Jesus. What better way than to        
participate in the Holy Name Monthly Mass. 

All are  invited to join in this celebration. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed before the   
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to           

perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  

ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 
adoration helps us discover the Real   

Presence of Christ. 
 

What a wonderful way to begin our day 

praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 
silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 

 

Please make every effort to take advantage 
of this time with the Lord. We are living in 

challenging times and we all need the 
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 

the courage to live each day. 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

 
Sunday Collection 9/24-9/25              $3,665.00 
    

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

JUNE 17, 2023, 3PM TO 6PM 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

 Please contact  
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 

or 
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

If you have any questions or concerns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to all who have contributed 
to the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA).   
Your generosity and support are greatly     

appreciated 
 

Our goal is $41,679 and we have pledged 
$37,473 and paid $33, 435.  

 

 If you  have not donated to the appeal, 
please prayerfully consider what you can 
contribute to help us reach our goal.  The 
appeal ends in December, but it would be 
nice to have reached our goal before that 

time. 
 

Thank you again for your support. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First Prize 
Melvin Quinzor   

 

Second Prize 
Heather Savatta     

 

Third Prize 
Ben DiMarco 

 

Congratulations  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, October 2nd 
at 1:30PM 

we will have the  
Blessing of the Animals 

in honor of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 

All are invited to bring  
their pets for this blessing. 

This will take place in the school 
yard.  



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

October 2-October 8  
 
 

Sunday, October 2 

10:40-12noon CCD 
 

Monday, October 3 
12:00-3:30 Golden Age Meeting 
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir-Church 
7:00PM Adult Choir-Church 
 

Tuesday, October 4 
St. Francis of Assisi Feast Day 
9:00AM Mass –92nd Anniversary 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, October 5 
7:00PM-Bereavement Group 
 

Thursday, October 6 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
6:00PM-I.A.C.A. 
7:00PM—Penance Parent Meeting 
7:30PM-Scripture Study 
 

Friday, October 7 
 

Saturday, October 8 

 

October 2-October 8  
 
 

Sunday, October 9 
8:00AM—Holy Name Mass 
NO CCD 
No Children’s Liturgy 
 

Monday, October 10 
Columbus Day 
School & Rectory Office Closed 
 

Tuesday, October 11 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, October 12 
7:00PM Baptism Class 
7:00PM-Bereavement Group 
 

Thursday, October 13 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
6:00PM-I.A.C.A. 
7:30PM-Scripture Study 
 

Friday, October 14 
 

Saturday, October 15 
6-7:30PM-Youth Group Meeting—MCH 

  

3rd Time: 
 

Emily Sweeney 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Astoria, NY 
 

And 
 

Alexander Brancifort 
St. Francis of Assisi   

Astoria, NY 









Mother Teresa: No Greater Love 
(theatrical release) 

 
Mother Teresa is one of the most inspirational figures of the 20th century. In honor of the 25 

anniversary of her death, the Knights of Columbus has produced a feature-length 
documentary film on the life and legacy of this beloved humanitarian and the singular vision 

she and her sisters have embraced to serve the poor. Bring your family, friends and 
neighbors to see this definitive film on a modern saint and be inspired to put your faith into action. 

 
The film will be shown only on Oct. 3 and 4, at Regal Kaufman Astoria 14, 35-30 38th 

Street. For more information and to buy tickets visit motherteresamovie.com. 

 

The Coaches Corner 
 

A weekly recap of our CYO sports teams 
 

Big congrats to the Kindergarten/1st grade soccer team for winning both of their games this 
weekend. Kindergartener Liam scored goals in both games. 

 
The Subnovice Division faced Our Lady of Hope on Saturday (9/24). Colin Vella filled the 
role of goalie for the first time. With strong defense work provided by Valentina Pirreca and 
Lorenzo Pirreca, the Wildcats delivered the ball to Matthew Coka to score 2 goals, giving us 

the win, 2-1.   
 

On Sunday (9/25), the Wildcats faced Saint Camillus/Saint Virgilius. The Wildcats won 8-1. 
Matthew Mura showed off some tremendous foot work. Goals were scored by Arden Geiger, 
Matthew Coka, and Alexander Coka.   
 
SFA Bantam split a pair of games this weekend, losing a tough away matchup on Saturday 
against St. Camillus/St. Virgilius, 4-2, and defeating Our Lady of Hope 2-1 on Sunday.  
 

Intermediate scores include a win 5-0 Vs Holy Child and Win 3-0 Vs Hope.  
 

 










