Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

MONDAY,

September 11 –Twenty-Fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Holy Name Society
Carmela Vella
John Finerty
Rino Del Carro
Mario Iele
Pietro Gerardo Gioino
Pasqualina DiConza

9:00 A.M.

September 12 – The Most Holy
Name of Mary
William LeDone

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

September 13 St. John Chrysostom
Joan King

Today’s Readings
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14
1 Timothy 1-12-17
Luke 15:1-32

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

1 Corinthians 11:17-26, 33
Luke 7:1-0

TUESDAY:

1 Corinthians 12:12-14
Luke 7:11-17

WEDNESDAY, September 14 – The Exaltation of the
Holy Cross
9:00 A.M.
George Andrew

WEDNESDAY:

Numbers 21:4b-9
Philippians 2:6-11
John 3:13-17

THURSDAY, September 15 - Our Lady of Sorrows
9:00 A.M.
Mary Cancian

THURSDAY:

1 Corinthians 15:1-11
John 19:25-27

FRIDAY,

FRIDAY:

1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 8:1-3

SATURDAY:

1 Corinthians 15:35-37
Luke 8:4-15

9:00 A.M.

September 16 – Saints Cornelius
And Cyprian
Marko Marusic

SATURDAY, September 17 – St. Robert Bellarmine
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Ana Balint
5:00 P.M.

Steven Koev

SUNDAY,

September 18 - Twenty-Fifth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Stephen Parvalis
John E. Finerty
For the People of St. Francis
Rino Del Carro
Elizabeth Iocco
John Fabbro
Maria Domenica Petralito

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Amos 8:4-7
1 Timothy 2:1-8
Luke 16:1-13

My Dear Parishioners,
I hope you had a restful and enjoyable summer.
Welcome back our school children, faculty and administration.
Welcome to our new faculty members.
Welcome to Sister Francisca our new Director of Religious Education.
Welcome back Mr. Andrea from his knee surgery.
Our ramp into Church is completed and should be good for many years to come.
Work on the outside of the school building is completed.
New floors on the first and second floors of the school have been installed.
We will be selling chance books for our 17th Annual Raffle to raise money for our Parish and
Academy. Please take a book or two to sell to support us in this effort. The drawing will be
Saturday, September 24th. First prize is $5,000.00, second prize is $2,500.00 and third prize is
$1,000.00. Chance books are available at the rectory. Good luck to all!
Tuesday, October 4th is the Feast of our patron St. Francis of Assisi and our 92nd anniversary.
Join us at the 9:00am Mass as we celebrate this milestone in the life of our parish.
As we begin a new pastoral year, I invite each of you to participate in the life of our parish.
Attending Mass each week, joining our parish societies, volunteering in our programs
(Children’s Liturgy, Religious Education, Choir, etc.) are vital for the life of our parish.
Please prayerfully consider how you will use the talents and gifts the Lord has given you.
Rectory Office hours will resume with regular times.
Monday and Friday
9:00am to 12 Noon – 1:00pm to 5:00pm
Tuesday- Wednesday-Thursday
9:00am to 12noon- 1:00pm to 9:00pm
Saturday
9:00am to 2:00pm
Sundays and Holidays we are closed
Lunch is from 12 noon to 1:00pm Monday to Friday.
Just a reminder to all who use the rectory in the evening hours, please make sure you are
finished before 9:00pm when the rectory closes. I appreciate your cooperation in this matter.
If you need to start your meetings earlier, please do so. Check with Marybeth to make the
adjustment on the Parish Calendar.
(Continued on next page)

In our readings this weekend, one of the greatest conversion stories recorded in all of the
Scripture is the conversion of St. Paul. Having once been responsible for the persecution of
Christians, he becomes one of the greatest advocates of our salvation in Jesus Christ. So we
can believe him when he says; “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
Today’s Gospel is the story of the Prodigal Son. The powerful image of the embrace between
the Father and his Son still softens hardened hearts to this day.
How different a message would have been conveyed had the father reacted the way many of
us do when hurt in such a way, with arms crossed instead of outstretched: “You deeply hurt
me, now you come wanting my forgiveness. I will have to think about whether I can do that
or not, because right now I don’t think you deserve it.”
God’s mercy is not parsed out in dribs and drabs. God’s mercy is not divided up based on
who is most worthy of it. Rather, God’s mercy is lavishly poured out upon us because we
need it- not because we deserve it.
We must not fall into the trap of being the other son mentioned in today’s Gospel. If we are to
be faithful to God’s plan for us in this life, we cannot walk around with hardened hearts.
God’s plan for us is to bring St. Paul’s message alive in our time and place. Do we live our
lives in such a way that people will believe us when we tell them, “Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners”?
If I believe that Jesus came to save me, then I must walk and talk as someone saved, not as
someone still lost. Holding onto grudges, past hurts, bitterness or hostility have no place in
the life of a Christian.
Remember that when Jesus was asked by his disciples how to pray, he gave them the Lord’s
Prayer. He indicates that being forgiven is linked to how we forgive: “Forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.” We need to remember this the next
time we try winning a grudge match with someone.
Walking in the ways of the Lord requires that we be ever mindful that we have been saved by
our faith in Jesus, and that there is no room in our lives for revenge. Rather, there is room only for love, mercy and forgiveness in the life of a true disciple of Jesus.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

September 14, 2022

Thursday September 15, 2022
The Feast of
Our Lady of Sorrows
The Seven Sorrows of Mary
1. St. Simeon’s Prophecy
2. The Flight into Egypt
3. The Loss of Jesus in the Temple

September 12, 2022

4. The Meeting of Mary and Jesus on
the Way to Calvary
5. The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus
6. The Piercing of the Side of Jesus,
and His Descent from the Cross
7. The Burial of Jesus.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
John Ross, Maria Drivigno, Steven Joyce,
Judy Hanley-Brickner, John Wrenn
Rose Williams, Augustin Cisneros,
James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,
Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez,
and Fr. Emilio J. Salerno.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,

Twenty-Fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
September 11, 2022
“This brother of yours was dead
and has come to life.”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

FOCUS:

There is much joy when the lost are found.
When we lose something, we tend to be tense
and anxious until it is found. Then there is
blessed relief! Similarly, when our relationship
with God is broken, we feel a void that gnaws at
our being until we remember that God’s mercy
endures forever. All we have to do is repent
and seek reconciliation. And that happens, God
enfolds us with His love.

Please be mindful that there are people who come to church early
in
order to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

Memorials for the Week
of
September 11, 2022
ALTAR FLOWERS
In Loving Memory of
Franco Dimilta
Requested by:
Rachel Langone &
Mary Ann Filardi

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
SCRIPTURE STUDY
Jesus prayed: “I pray that they all may be
one. Father! May they be in Us, just as
You are in Me and I am in You.”
John 17:21

THE GOSPEL ACCORING TO MARK

Join us on Thursday, September 15th at
7:20—8:50pm in the St. Joseph room of the
Rectory. The focus this week is on the
beginning, Mark 1:1-45.
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted
using the Little Rock Scripture program.
Study booklets will be provided.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information, please
contact us through our email at
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory
at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture.

All Are Welcome!

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at
8:00AM each morning, Monday through
Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. At
8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by
parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed
Sacrament will be reposed before the
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to
perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic
adoration helps us discover the Real
Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in
silence or praying the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage
of this time with the Lord. We are living in
challenging times and we all need the
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us
the courage to live each day.

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus,
gathers in worship and witnesses the
Gospel message. The parish values and
welcomes each person’s gift of time,
talent and treasure. As a faith-filled
community, we are committed to minister
to the spiritual, educational and material
needs of all people.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
Sunday Collection 9/3-9/4
$3,687.00
2nd Collection-Catholic University $407.00
School parents must use church envelopes.

17th Annual Fall Raffle
Raffle tickets can be purchased the
weekends of September 10-11 and
September 17 -18. Volunteers will be
in the Church vestibular selling tickets.
Please support our effort to raise funds for
our parish and academy.

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973
SAVE THE DATE
JUNE 17, 2023, 3PM TO 6PM
DETAILS TO FOLLOW
Please contact
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com
or
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com
If you have any questions or concerns.

The tickets are $10 a ticket or a book of
11tickets for $100. The drawing will take
place on Saturday, September 24th after
the 9:00AM Mass.
Next weekend, September 17th and 18th,
the second collection will be for
Catholic Education.
Please be as generous as you means allow.

THANK YOU to all who have contributed
to the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA).
Your generosity and support are greatly
appreciated
Our goal is $41,679 and we have pledged
$36,743 and paid $32, 605.
If you have not donated to the appeal,
please prayerfully consider what you can
contribute to help us reach our goal. The
appeal ends in December, but it would be
nice to have reached our goal before that
time.
Thank you again for your support.

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING?
Then use your voice to praise the Lord!
Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir.
We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm
in the choir loft in church.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

September 11-September 17

September 18-September 24

Sunday, September 11

Sunday, September 18

Monday, September 12

Monday, September 19

8:00AM Holy Name Mass
Religious Education Registration After Each Mass

Catechetical Sunday
10:40-12noon CCD-First Day of Class

12:00-3:30 Golden Age Opening Meeting
7:00PM Adult Choir

12:00-3:30 Golden Age Meeting
7:00PM Adult Choir

Tuesday, September 13

Tuesday, September 20

6:30PM—AA Meeting
7:00PM Academy General Meeting-MCH
8:00PM—Knights of Columbus Meeting

Wednesday, September 14
7:00PM-Baptism Class

Thursday, September 15

10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary
6:00PM-I.A.C.A.
7:30PM-Scripture Study

Friday, September 16
9:00AM—Opening School Mass

Saturday, September 17

6:30PM—AA Meeting

Wednesday, September 21
Thursday, September 22

10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary
6:00PM-I.A.C.A.
7:30PM-Scripture Study

Friday, September 23

7:00PM—Padre Pio Mass—Church

Saturday, September 24

Raffle Drawing after the 9:00AM Mass

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TEACHERS NEEDED
St. Francis of Assisi Religious Education Program is in need of a
2nd Grade, 4th Grade and 6th Grade teacher.
Classes are on Sunday mornings following the 9:30am Mass. Class begins at
10:30am and concludes at 12 Noon. If you are interested in helping form our young
people in our Catholic Faith, or have any questions, please call
Msgr. Maresca at the rectory, 718-728-7801.
The Role of a Religious Education Teacher is to bring our young people closer to Jesus and grow in
their faith as Catholics. Through their service the catechist nurtures and mentors the faith and spiritual growth of the children they teach so that they may form a firm commitment to follow Christ. A
catechist must be at least 18 years old, a practicing catholic in good standing who attends weekly
Mass regularly, has a love for children, the desire to grow in faith and share that journey with young
people, the ability to relate well to others, and a willingness to be of service to the Church.
Please prayerfully consider this wonderful opportunity.

It is never too early to register or re-register for Religious Education.
Classes for all 1st through 8th Grade Public School students.
Call the Religious Education office for more information at (718) 278-0259
or email us at dre@sfaacademy.org.
The registration form can be found on line or in our weekly Bulletin.
Registration is also being held on Saturday, September 10th, after the 5:00pm Mass
and after each mass on Sunday, September 11th, after all Masses.
Classes begin on Sunday, September 18th.

Keep in mind that Diocesan guidelines require two years of instructions
prior to the reception of a Sacrament.

Today we pray for the families and
remember the victims of

9/11/01

