Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

September 25 –Twenty-Sixth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
For the People of St. Francis
Maryann Rocca
The Belanich Family
Rino Del Carro
Marija Kuljanic
Lina Ruffini
Fred Stile

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

September 26 – Sts. Cosmas & Damian
Andres Felipe Londono Garcia

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

September 27-St. Vincent de Paul
Mauricio Mesa

WEDNESDAY, September 28 – St. Wenceslaus
9:00 A.M.
Rosa Sferrazza

Today’s Readings
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Amos 8:4-7
1 Timothy 2:1-8
Luke 16:1-13

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

Job 1-6-22
Luke 9:46-50

TUESDAY:

Job 3:1-3, 111-17, 20-23
Luke 9:51-56

WEDNESDAY:

THURSDAY, September 29 - Saints Michael,
Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels
9:00 A.M.
Chua Piak Lian

Job 9:1-12, 14-16
Luke 9:57-62

THURSDAY:

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
John 1:47-51

FRIDAY:

Job 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5
Luke 10:13-16

SATURDAY:

Job 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17
Luke 10:17-24

September 30 – Saint Jerome
Elizabeth Iocco

SATURDAY, October 1 – St. Therese of Lisieux
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Rina Brenkocich
The Boni Family
The Souleotis Family
Margaret McCarthy
5:00 P.M.

Rosemary Z. Conroy

SUNDAY,

October 2 - Twenty-Seventh Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Mark Martin O’neill
For the People of St. Francis
Patricia Crehan
Rino Del Carro
Carmela Messina
Salvatore Pagelli

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Hebrews 1:2-3, 2:2-4
2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14
Luke 7:5-10

My Dear Parishioners,
Throughout the day, we see many different signs that warn us of impending hazards. In today’s Gospel, we hear about people and situations that serve as signs from the Lord. The
Gospel tells us that Lazarus was a poor individual who struggled with health issues, as well
as starvation. A rich man, whose name we never do learn, refused to help Lazarus. After they
both died, Lazarus received comfort, while the rich man was tormented. Lazarus serves as a
sign for us of those people we are called to care for, while the rich man is a sign of our
indifference and selfishness. This Gospel teachers us that we must be ready for anything,
and watch for the signs from the Lord here on earth.
Our second reading today gives us clues on how to live, conscious of the signs. Paul says we
must pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness. We need to show
these things in the way we treat people like Lazarus who are in our world today. Of course,
there are many people who are selfish and self-centered like the rich man, as well. We
sometimes become oblivious to our sisters and brothers who have less, and who struggle to
survive in the world. These are the ones most in need of compassion and assistance. They
may be right outside our doors, covered with the sores of hunger and poverty or helplessness
and desolation. Like Lazarus, can they afford to be ignored by us? Like the rich man, can we
afford to ignore them?
Our Gospel paints a vivid picture of what can happen if we ignore the poor. So, there is only
one thing to do: We must be conscious of those sisters and brothers among us who are in
need. In other words, we must see the warning signs that are here. Even more than this, we
must be on our guard so we do not miss the signs from the Lord that help us live out our call
to love and charity. The lesson that can be learned from the Gospel is pretty obvious: Do not
ignore the poor! To do so can be disastrous. Yet, more than this, we must assist the poor out
of a sense of love. It is indeed our challenge and a mandate from Christ himself.
Today’s Gospel gives us much to ponder. The story of Lazarus and the rich man helps us to
realize that God sees everything that happens in our lives and judges accordingly. The sign
for us is that when we see someone who is in need, we must try to help them. We also must
be aware that being poor does not necessarily mean only those who are in need of food and
shelter, but may also include those who are lacking in emotional or spiritual nourishment.
We must be willing to help in whatever way we can.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

Tuesday September 27, 2022
The Feast of
Saint Vincent de Paul
The deathbed confession of a dying servant opened Vincent de Paul’s eyes to the crying spiritual
needs of the peasantry of France. This seems to have been a crucial moment in the life of the man
from a small farm in Gascony, France, who had become a priest with little more ambition than to
have a comfortable life.
The Countess de Gondi—whose servant he had helped—persuaded her husband to endow and
support a group of able and zealous missionaries who would work among poor tenant farmers and
country people in general. Vincent was too humble to accept leadership at first, but after working
for some time in Paris among imprisoned galley slaves, he returned to be the leader of what is now
known as the Congregation of the Mission, or the Vincentians. These priests, with vows of poverty,
chastity, obedience, and stability, were to devote themselves entirely to the people in smaller
towns and villages.
Later, Vincent established confraternities of charity for the spiritual and physical relief of the poor
and sick of each parish. From these, with the help of Saint Louise de Marillac, came the Daughters
of Charity, “whose convent is the sickroom, whose chapel is the parish church, whose cloister is
the streets of the city.” He organized the rich women of Paris to collect funds for his missionary
projects, founded several hospitals, collected relief funds for the victims of war, and ransomed
over 1,200 galley slaves from North Africa. He was zealous in conducting retreats for clergy at a
time when there was great laxity, abuse, and ignorance among them. He was a pioneer in clerical
training and was instrumental in establishing seminaries.
Most remarkably, Vincent was by temperament a very irascible person—even his friends admitted
it. He said that except for the grace of God he would have been “hard and repulsive, rough and
cross.” But he became a tender and affectionate man, very sensitive to the needs of others.
Pope Leo XIII made him the patron of all charitable societies. Outstanding among these, of course,
is the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, founded in 1833 by his admirer Blessed Frédéric Ozanam.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
John Ross, , Steven Joyce, Judy Hanley-Brickner,
John Wrenn, Tracey Brickner,
Rose Williams, Augustin Cisneros, Monica Leiter,
James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,
Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez,
Shelia Sullivan and Fr. Emilio J. Salerno.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,

Memorials for the Week
of
September 25, 2022
SANCTUARY LAMP
In Loving Memory of
Dorothy Harkins
Requested by:

Twenty-Sixth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
September 25, 2022
“Fight the good fight
of the faith”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

Missy & Robert
Giardino
ALTAR BREAD
In Loving Memory of
Dorothy Harkins
Requested by:

Krissy & Joseph
Kuzma

ALTAR CANDLES
In Loving Memory of
Dorothy Harkins
Requested by:

Linda & Anthony
Diguglielmo

FOCUS:

God’s love and mercy must be manifest in
our care for those around us .
Loving God and neighbor are the highest
priorities for Christians. The Prophets
challenged the Israelites when their love of
wealth led to neglecting God, and warned them
against treating others unjustly and dishonestly.
Jesus reinforces the message: Our relationship
with God requires a commitment to a higher
calling by remaining true to him and treating
others with honesty, generosity and justice.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
SCRIPTURE STUDY
Jesus prayed: “I pray that they all may be
one. Father! May they be in Us, just as
You are in Me and I am in You.”
John 17:21

THE GOSPEL ACCORING TO MARK

Join us on Thursday, September 29th at
7:20—8:50pm in the St. Joseph room of the
Rectory. The study this week will focus on
Mark 4, Jesus as wisdom teacher and
Re-Creation and Mark 5, The transforming
effect of Jesus/Wisdom.
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted
using the Little Rock Scripture program.
Study booklets will be provided.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information, please
contact us through our email at
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory
at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at
8:00AM each morning, Monday through
Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. At
8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by
parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed
Sacrament will be reposed before the
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to
perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic
adoration helps us discover the Real
Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in
silence or praying the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage
of this time with the Lord. We are living in
challenging times and we all need the
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us
the courage to live each day.

All Are Welcome!
Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Saturday, October 1, 2022, the 9:00am Mass
will be an anointing Mass. All those who wish
to receive the Sacrament of the Sick are
asked to participate in this Mass.
All are invited to join us in prayer as we
remember to pray for all those who are in need
of God’s healing power.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
Sunday Collection 9/10-9/11
2nd Collection-Air Conditioning

$3,924.00
$790.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973
SAVE THE DATE
JUNE 17, 2023, 3PM TO 6PM
DETAILS TO FOLLOW
Please contact
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com
or
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com
If you have any questions or concerns.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

THANK YOU to all who have contributed
to the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA).
Your generosity and support are greatly
appreciated
Our goal is $41,679 and we have pledged
$36,743 and paid $32, 605.
If you have not donated to the appeal,
please prayerfully consider what you can
contribute to help us reach our goal. The
appeal ends in December, but it would be
nice to have reached our goal before that
time.
Thank you again for your support.

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING?
Then use your voice to praise the Lord!
Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir.
We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm
in the choir loft in church.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

September 25-October 1

October 2-October 8

Sunday, September 25
1:30PM Baptism
10:40-12noon CCD

Monday, September 26
12:00-3:30PM Golden Age Meeting
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir-Church
7:00PM Adult Choir-Church

Tuesday, September 27
6:30PM—AA Meeting

Wednesday, September 28
Thursday, September 29

10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary
6:00PM-I.A.C.A.
7:30PM-Scripture Study

Friday, September 30
Saturday, October 1
9:00AM—Anointing Mass

Sunday, October 2
10:40-12noon CCD

Monday, October 3

12:00-3:30 Golden Age Meeting
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir-Church
7:00PM Adult Choir-Church

Tuesday, October 4

St. Francis of Assisi Feast Day
9:00AM Mass –92nd Anniversary
6:30PM—AA Meeting

Wednesday, October 5
7:00Pm-Bereavement Group

Thursday, October 6

10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary
6:00PM-I.A.C.A.
7:00PM—Penance Parent Meeting
7:30PM-Scripture Study

Friday, October 7
Saturday, October 8

2nd Time:
Emily Sweeney
St. Francis of Assisi
Astoria, NY
And
Alexander Brancifort
St. Francis of Assisi
Astoria, NY

Saturday October 1, 2022
The Feast of
Saint Therese of Lisieux
I prefer the monotony of obscure sacrifice to all ecstasies. To pick up a pin for love can convert a
soul.”
These are the words of Thérèse of Lisieux, a Carmelite nun called the “Little Flower,” who lived
a cloistered life of obscurity in the convent of Lisieux, France. And her preference for hidden
sacrifice did indeed convert souls. Few saints of God are more popular than this young nun. Her
autobiography, The Story of a Soul, is read and loved throughout the world. Thérèse Martin entered the convent at the age of 15 and died in 1897 at the age of 24.
Life in a Carmelite convent is indeed uneventful and consists mainly of prayer and hard domestic
work. But Thérèse possessed that holy insight that redeems the time, however dull that time
may be. She saw in quiet suffering a redemptive suffering, suffering that was indeed her apostolate. Thérèse said she came to the Carmel convent “to save souls and pray for priests.” And
shortly before she died, she wrote: “I want to spend my heaven doing good on earth.”
Thérèse was canonized in 1925. On October 19, 1997, Pope John Paul II proclaimed her a Doctor
of the Church, the third woman to be so recognized in light of her holiness and the influence of
her teaching on spirituality in the Church.
Her parents, Louis and Zélie, were beatified in 2008 and canonized in 2015.

Mother Teresa: No Greater Love
(theatrical release)
Mother Teresa is one of the most inspirational figures of the 20th century. In honor of the 25
anniversary of her death, the Knights of Columbus has produced a feature-length
documentary film on the life and legacy of this beloved humanitarian and the singular vision
she and her sisters have embraced to serve the poor. Bring your family, friends and
neighbors to see this definitive film on a modern saint and be inspired to put your faith into action.
The film will be shown only on Oct. 3 and 4, at Regal Kaufman Astoria 14, 35-30 38th
Street. For more information and to buy tickets visit motherteresamovie.com.

The Coaches Corner
A weekly recap of our CYO sports teams.
The 8th Grade Wildcats won 2-0 in a close game against rival St. Andrews.
Goals were scored by Matteo and Jayden Q.
Shut out to goalie Case F.
The team’s next game is against Holy Child - the only team to beat us
last year in the regular season.
Congratulations to our 6th grade Bantam soccer team for winning 3-1 on Saturday against
Our Lady of Hope. With SFACA’s Hudson G scoring one of the goals.
The Subnovice Division had a busy weekend.
They played Blessed Trinity on Saturday (9/17) and faced a hard opposition.
The SFA wildcats lost 5-0.
However on Sunday (9/18), the Wildcats faced Anastasia.
The team worked together for their second win of the season 5-1.
Lukas N. was goalie and didn’t let anything pass.
Yiannis M. protected his goalie and pushed forward. Ethan V. got the ball across the field
and Alexander C. scored another 3 goals. The SFA Wildcats won Sunday’s game, 5-1.
Go Wildcats!!!
The kindergarten and 1st grade Mites made a great effort against St. Luke’s this Saturday
with a loss of 6-3. All 3 of our goals were made by Daniel Mura with the assist by
Alessandra Mardach. Vincent Cuminale was a great defender helping our amazing
goalie Thomas Randazzo who made many saves. Let’s go Wildcats!
Thank you
Maura Hili

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN

VIRTUS TRAINING FOR ADULTS
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2022 1:00PM
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION LOWER CHURCH
29TH STREET & DITMARS BLVD., ASTORIA
(718) 956-4494

DIOCESAN REGULATIONS
ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST REGISTER ON LINE
AND COMPLETE ON LINE CODE OF CONDUCT
AND BACKGROUND CHECK FORMS
PARTICIPANTS—18 YEARS OF AGE ONLY
NO CHILDREN
ONLY PARTICIPANTS REGISTERED ON LINE
WILL BE ADMITTED
ATTENDEES MUST REGISTER ON LINE:
www.virtus.org
Choose Diocese of Brooklyn
Immaculate Conception Parish Astoria
Fill out Registration, Code of Conduct &
Background Check Forms

